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WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  3,   1958 
MORNING  SESSION 


(The  Seventy-Second  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  was 
called  to  order  at  10:30  a.m.  at  the  Hotel  Somer- 
set, Boston,  Massachusetts,  with  John  A.  Calla- 
han presiding.) 

President  Callahan:  The  Convention  will  come 
to  order.  At  this  time  the  National  Anthem 
will  be  sung  by  Miss  Virginia  Hauer,  accom- 
panied by  a  delegate  to  this  convention,  Bert 
Nickerson. 

(The  National  Anthem  was  sung  by  Miss 
Hauer,  accompanied  at  the  piano  by  Mr.  Nicker- 
son.) 

Thank  you  Miss  Hauer  and  Brother  Nicker- 
son. 

Delegates,  the  invocation  this  morning  will  be 
given  by  Reverend  Father  Francis  J.  McDon- 
nell, Chaplain  of  the  Catholic  Labor  Guild  of 
Boston. 

INVOCATION 

REV.   FRANCIS   J.   McDONNELL 
Chaplain,  Catholic  Labor  Guild  of  Boston 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  Amen.  Almighty  God,  Father 
of  all  men,  we  ask  You  to  guide  our  delibera- 
tions and  our  decisions  during  this  meeting.  In- 
spire us  with  the  spirit  of  wisdom,  justice  and 
charity  so  that  all  our  actions  may  be  worthy 
of  lour  blessing.  Counsel  us  so  that  our  service 
will  be  generous,  our  decisions  will  be  prudent, 
and  both  will  be  directed  always  to  the  welfare 
of  our  members,  to  the  welfare  of  our  industry, 
and  to  the  welfare  of  all  our  fellow  citizens. 

These  days  of  our  meeting  are  truly  historical 
ones  because  they  mark  the  end  of  one  era  and 
the  beginning  of  another.  As  we  look  back  on  the 
past,  O  Lord,  we  are  moved  to  be  grateful,  to 
be  humble,  and  to  be  proud.  Grateful,  to  You, 
for  Your  many  blessings  and  for  the  strength 
and  guidance  You  have  given  throughout  these 
many  years — we  are  moved  to  humility  because 
of  the  recognition  of  our  faults  and  imperfec- 
tions— we  are  proud  because  of  the  noble  heri- 
tage handed  down  to  us  by  the  founders  of  our 
State  Federation  and  the  leaders  who  have 
guided  us  over  the  years  in  a  labor  movement 
which  we  like  to  think  of  as  the  greatest  labor 
movement  in  the  world.  Make  us  mindful  now, 
Eternal  Father,  as  we  complete  the  task  of  this 
Federation  that  the  responsibility  is  now  ours 
to  continue  their  great  and  good  deeds  and  for 
this  we  must  have  Your  strength  and  help. 

Give  us  too,  we  pray,  intelligence  and  courage 
so  that  all  of  us  may  put  aside  our  selfish  inter- 
ests and  work  diligently  to  achieve  that  cherished 
goal  of  the  Labor  Movement — an  America  in 
which  all  people,  regardless  of  race,  color,  creed 
or  national  origin,  may  have  the  opportunity  to 
live   in   peace  and  happiness. 


We  ask  You  to  bless  us,  bless  our  nation  and 
all  of  our  people.  Grant  that  we  and  the  leaders 
of  our  nation  may  ever  persevere  in  the  con- 
tinual task  of  searching  for  a  just  and  lasting 
peace   for   all  men. 

All  these  blessings  we  ask  in  the  name  of 
Our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  Your  Divine  Son, 
Amen. 

President  Callahan:  Thank  you,  Father  Mc- 
Donnell. 

I  now  declare  the  72nd  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  open 
for  the  transaction  of  such  business  as  will  come 
before  it. 

JOHN   A.    CALLAHAN 

President,     Massachusetts     Federation 

of  Labor 

Delegates  to  the  72nd  Annual  Convention,  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  welcome  you  here  this 
morning  to  this  the  final  convention  under  the 
banner  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 
— an  organization  rich  in  tradition  and  accom- 
plishments— one  whose  leaders  for  seventy-two 
years  rendered  great  service  to  the  people  of 
the  Commonwealth.  At  this  particular  time  I 
desire  to  pay  tribute  to  those  who  served  with 
me  on  the  Executive  Council.  They  were  most 
kind  and  assisted  me  during  my  terms  of  office 
in  rendering  service  to  the  Federation  of  which 
you,  the  members,  were  justly  proud. 

This  has  been  a  most  trying  year  for  organ- 
ized labor.  The  hearings  in  Washington  had  a 
marked  effect  upon  the  people  of  our  country. 
To  a  great  degree,  they  gave  encouragement  to 
those  who  would  defeat  our  purpose.  However, 
the  people  of  this  country  and  of  this  state  are 
intelligent  and  they  were  not  going  to  be  brain- 
washed by  the  press  and  be  told  that  "right-to- 
work"  legislation  was  what  was  needed.  We  all 
know  what  happened  in  the  last  elections  when 
the  people  were  willing  to  listen  to  the  honest 
presentation  of  the  facts  by  organized  labor. 
We  could  not  match  the  dollars  of  the  business 
interests  but  we  had  sincerity  of  purpose  and 
a  desire  to  be  honest  with  our  people.  And  you 
know  the  results  as  well  as  I. 

I  read  the  other  day  where  Senator  Knowland 
was  defeated  because  of  his  discourteous  remarks 
to  the  Governor  of  his  state.  The  truth  of  the 
matter  was  that  the  people  of  California  realized 
he  was  a  man  who  was  detrimental  to  working 
people  and  they  drove  him  into  political  oblivion 
from   which   he   will   not   return. 

I,  along  with  delegates  from  the  Massachu- 
setts Federation  of  Labor,  attended  the  AFL- 
CIO  convention  in  Atlantic  City.  A  pall  of 
sadness  hung  over  the  hall  when  organizations, 
who  had  been  part  of  us  for  many  years,  were 
turned  out  of  this  great  movement.  Some  of  the 
Bakery    Workers    and     some     of     the     Laundry 
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Workers  are  now  back  in  the  fold  and  I  will 
be  very  happy  when  I  see  the  Truck  Driver 
return  to  this  parent  organization  where  he 
belongs  and  where  he  is  needed. 

My  friends,  if  ever  there  were  a  time  for 
unity  in  organized  labor,  that  time  is  now.  We 
meet  here  for  these  next  three  days  to  discuss 
the  Constitution  and  other  details  of  merger. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  when  we  walk  out  of  here 
on  Friday  evening  to  join  with  the  CIO  Satur- 
day at  the  Bradford  Hotel,  we  will  have  accom- 
plished that.  Then,  together  as  a  solidified 
group,  we  will  be  able  to  render  great  service 
to  the  working  people  of  this  state. 

I  realize  there  is  much  business  to  be  trans- 
acted at  this  convention  so  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  talk  at  length.  I  simply  want  to  say 
to  you  that  I  am  very  happy  and  proud  that 
you  saw  fit  to  elect  me  as  the  president  of  this 
great  organization.  You  have  honored  me  for 
these  past  three  years  and  I  shall  always  re- 
member your  kindness  to  me.  Thank  you,  most 
sincerely. 

The  Chair  now  recognizes  Secretary-Treas- 
urer-Legislative Agent  Kenneth  Kelley. 

Secretary  Kelley:  President  Callahan,  Father 
McDonnell,  officers  and  delegates  to  this  the 
72nd  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor.  As  you  recall  at  previous 
conventions,  one  of  the  first  orders  of  business 
is  the  reading  of  the  Convention  Call  that  offi- 
cially establishes  the  right  of  this  convention 
to  proceed  to  the  conduct  of  such  business  as 
may  come  before  it. 

(Secretary  Kelley  read  the  Convention  Call.) 

CONVENTION  CALL 

To  All  Affiliated    Unions 

Boston,  September  IS,  1958. 
Greetings : 

The  72nd  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor  will  convene 
Wednesday,  December  3rd,  at  10:00  a.m.,  in 
the  Louis  XIV  Ballroom  of  the  Somerset 
Hotel,  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Postponed  from 
August  because  of  merger  negotiations,  the  72nd 
Convention  will  remain  in  session  Wednesday, 
December  3rd,  Thursday,  December  4th,  and 
Friday,  December  Sth.  On  Saturday,  December 
6th,  a  Merger  Convention  will  be  held  jointly 
with  the  delegates  from  the  Massachusetts  State 
Industrial  Union  Council  CIO,  at  10:00  a.m., 
at  the  Hotel  Bradford,  Boston,  to  formally 
establish  the  new  merged  state  labor  organiza- 
tion to  be  known  as  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor   Council   AFL-CIO. 

DELEGATES  TO  THE  72ND  ANNUAL 
CONVENTION  OF  THE  MASSACHU- 
SETTS FEDERATION  OF  LABOR  ON 
DECEMBER  3iRD,  4TH  AND  5TH  WILL 
AUTOMATICALLY  BE  SEATED  AS  DELE- 
GATES TO  THE  FIRST  CONSTITU- 
TIONAL CONVENTION  OF  THE  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS STATE  LABOR  COUNCIL 
AFL-CIO  ON  DECEMBER  6TH.  The  en- 
closed credential  automatically  entitles  your 
delegate(s)    to   attend  both   Conventions. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Federation  of  Labor  have  there  been  such 
important  matters  confronting  a  Convention. 
The  legislative,  political,  and  economic  policies 
that  will  be  decided  at  this  year's  Convention 
will  have  great  impact  on  the  future  welfare 
of  the  wage-earners  of  Massachusetts.  The  most 
important  matter  coming  before  the  72nd  Con- 
vention will  be  the  ratification  of  a  merger 
agreement  and  a  proposed  constitution  for  the 
new  merged  state  labor  organization  to  be  known 
as  the  "Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council 
AFL-CIO."  If  the  merged  agreement  and  pro- 
posed constitution  is  approved  by  the  delegates 
to  the  72nd  Annual  Convention,  they  will  meet 
in  joint   Convention  with  the  delegates   from  the 


Massachusetts  State  Industrial  Union  Council 
on  December  6th  to  officially  and  formally  estab- 
lish a  united  labor  movement  in   Massachusetts. 

In  view  of  its  historic  importance,  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  urges  every  affiliated  union  to  send  its 
full  quota  of  delegates  to  the  72nd  Annual  Con- 
vention, December  3rd,  4th  and  Sth,  in  order 
that  they  may  participate  in  the  Merger  Con- 
vention on  December  6th.  Every  local  should 
avail  itself  of  the  opportunity  to  be  fully  repre- 
sented at  these  momentous  meetings  and  help 
shape  the  destinies  of  the  united  labor  move- 
ment in   Massachusetts. 

The  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  on  September  10th,  1958, 
unanimously  adopted  the  following  procedure 
for  the   1958   Convention. 

Representation 

Each  union  of  200  members  or  less  attached 
to  a  national  or  international  union  when  one 
is  in  existence,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate 
and  an  additional  delegate  for  each  additional 
200  or  majority  fraction  thereof,  based  upon 
the  average  number  of  members  a  local  has  paid 
per  capita  tax  to  the  Federation  for  the  12 
months  preceding  October  31st,  1958.  Central 
Labor  Unions,  composed  of  miscellaneous  bodies, 
shall  be  entitled  to  2  delegates;  such  delegates 
must  be  members  of  local  unions  affiliated  with 
the   Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegates  must  be  selected  at  least  one  month 
prior  to  the  Convention  and  their  names  and 
addresses  forwarded  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  on  or 
before  November  3rd,  1958.  To  ensure  dele- 
gate's appointments  to  Convention  Committees, 
the  original  credential  must  be  returned  by  that 
date.     Your  local  is  entitled  to  delegates. 

Eligibility 

Any  organization  to  be  eligible  for  representa- 
tion at  the  72nd  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  must  have 
paid  the  full  per  capita  tax  through  October 
31st,  1958  and  such  per  capita  tax  must  be  in 
the  office  of  the  Federation  not  later  than  No- 
vember 29th,   1958. 

This  means  that  in  order  to  be  eligible  to 
send  delegates  to  the  72nd  Annual  Convention 
and  Merger  Convention  all  locals  must  have  paid 
their  full  per  capita  tax  through  October  1958 
and  that  it  must  be  received  in  the  Federation 
office  within  30  days  thereafter.  Your  compli- 
ance with  this  provision  will  prevent  any  incon- 
venience or  embarrassment  to  your  local's  dele- 
gates  when   they  arrive  at  the   Convention. 

Unions  not  previously  affiliated  or  re-affiliated 
with  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  will 
be  eligible  for  representation  at  the  72nd  and 
Merger  Conventions  provided  they  affiliate  as 
of  September  1958  and  pay  per  capita  tax  on 
their  full  membership  for  September  and  Octo- 
ber, and  do  so  before  October  31st,  1958.  No 
organization  which  has  seceded  from  any  local, 
national,  or  international  organization  (or  has 
been  expelled  by  the  AFL-CIO),  shall  be  al- 
lowed representation  or  recognition  in  this 
Federation's  Convention. 

Credentials 

Credentials  in  duplicate  have  been  sent  to  the 
recording  secretaries  of  all  affiliated  unions.  The 
duplicate  should  be  given  to  the  delegate (s)- 
elect  and  the  original  forwarded  to  KENNETH 
J.  KELLEY,  Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative 
Agent,  11  Beacon  Street,  Room  1224,  Boston  8, 
Massachusetts,  as  early  as  possible  but  not  later 
than  November  3rd,  1958.  The  Committee  on 
Credentials  will  meet  at  convention  headquarters 
in  the  Hotel  Somerset,  Tuesday,  December  2nd, 
at  2:00  p.m. 
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Resolutions 

All  resolutions,  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  grievances,  to  be  considered  by  the 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  must  be  submitted  to  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  in  writing  in  triplicate 
copies  and  must  bear  the  signature  of  an  affili- 
ated union  or  an  accredited  delegate  to  the 
Convention.  Resolutions,  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  or  grievances,  to  be  considered 
by  the  Convention  (Annual),  must  be  received 
by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  at  headquarters  30 
days  immediately  preceding  the  opening  of  the 
Convention.  Please  note  carefully  this  pro- 
cedure on  resolutions.  Three  copies  of  all  reso- 
lutions must  be  sent  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
by  November  3rd,  1958. 

Union  Labels 

The  attention  of  all  delegates  is  called  to  the 
following  sections  of  the  Constitution,  which  are 
designed  to  promote  the  more  effective  use  of 
union  label  goods  and  services: 

"Article  IV,  Section  12.  A  delegate  to  be 
seated  in  the  Convention  must  have  at  least 
five  union  labels  on  his  wearing  apparel.  Fe- 
male delegates  must  have  at  least  shoes  bear- 
ing the  union  label. 

"Section  13.  No  delegate  or  non-delegate 
shall  be  permitted  to  distribute  any  material, 
printing  or  advertising  of  any  kind  about  the 
convention  hall,  unless  such  materials,  print- 
ing or  advertising  of  any  kind  shall  be  strictly 
union-made  and  bear  the  labels  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  unions." 
That,  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates,  concludes 
the  reading  of  the  official  Call  for  this  conven- 
tion. 

President  Callahan:  Thank  you,  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Kelley. 

Delegates,  in  compliance  with  Article  III  of 
the  Constitution,  immediately  following  the  Roll 
Call  for  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Federation  of  Labor,  the  President  ad- 
ministers the  following  oath  to  the  convention 
delegates. 

"I,    ,  promise  to  use  all 

ftossible  effort  and  to  ask  cooperation  of  fel- 
ow  members  and  others  to  promote  the  ideals 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  to  pro- 
mote union  organization  and  to  purchase  and 
promote  use  of  goods  (commodities  and  serv- 
ices) bearing  union  label,  cards,  buttons  or 
other  insignia  showing  they  are  produced  un- 
der conditions  satisfactory  to  members  of 
unions  affiliated  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor." 

Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  dele- 
gates, one  section  of  the  Constitution  applicable 
to  Resolutions  and  Amendments  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  Convention  Call,  but  since  this 
Convention  is  operating  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor,  I 
will   read   the   pertinent   section. 

"a.  Resolutions,  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, or  grievances,  to  be  considered  by 
the  Convention,  must  be  received  by  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  at  headquarters  30  days 
immediately  preceding  the  opening  of  the 
Convention.  Resolutions,  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  or  grievances,  received  or  sub- 
mitted after  the  time  hereinbefore  stipulated 
must  obtain  a  majority  vote  of  the  delegates 
present  to  be  admitted.  Resolutions,  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  or  grievances,  re- 
ceived or  submitted  after  the  closing  session 
of  the  2nd  day  of  the  Convention  must  receive 
a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  delegates  present  to 
be  admitted." 

President  Callahan:  Secretary  Kelley  will  now 
read  the  names  of  the  Committees  for  the  Con- 
vention. 


Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  dele- 
gates, the  following  Convention  Committees  have 
been  appointed  by  the  President  and  are  now 
read  for  your  information  as  well  as  for  the 
instructions  to  the  delegates  who  have  been 
appointed   to   serve  on   these    Committees. 

(Secretary  Kelley  read  the  list  of  Commit- 
tees.) 

Committee   on   Credentials 

TIMOTHY    F.    GRADY,    Electrical    Workers, 

Local    707,    Holyoke,    Chairman 
HOWARD     V.     DOYLE,     AFSC&ME,     Local 

1190,   Medfield 
FRANCIS    J.    GALLAGHER,    Street    Carmen, 

Local   589,    Boston 
JOHN  J.    MULCAHY,    Carpenters,    Local    111, 

L&wrciicc 
GEORGE    L.    LEWIS,    Central    Labor    Union, 

Lynn 

Committee    of    Secretary-Treasurer- 
Legislative  Agent's  Report 

DANIEL     F.      DOWNEY,      Allied      Furniture 

Workers,    Local    136,    Boston,    Chairman 
JOHN     H.     LEONARD,     Bus    Drivers,     Local 

261,  Lawrence 
SIDNEY   E.   LeBOW,    CLU,   Lowell 
PATRICK    COLEMAN,    Retail    Clerks,    Local 

711,   Boston 
LAWRENCE      COHEN,      Distillery     Workers, 

Local   8,    Boston 
GEORGE  L.  LEWIS,  CLU,  Lynn 
LAWRENCE    SULLIVAN,    Machinists,    Local 

264,  Boston 
JOHN   J.   WICKMAN,   Boot  &   Shoe   Workers, 

Local   0,    Boston 
SAMUEL    J.    MARCUS,    Musicians,    Local    9, 

Boston 
ALBERT  LaFRENNIE,  Carpenters,  Local  794, 

Leominster 
HAROLD  MULQUEENEY,  Bro.  R.R.  Clerks, 

Local  2029,  Boston 
BENEDICT  KEATING,  Typographical  Union, 

Local  13,   Boston 
JOHN   DEADY,   IBEW,   Local   103,  Boston 
JAMES     CROKE,     Plumbers     &     Steamfitters, 

Local   622,    Holyoke 
JAMES   P.   MEADE,  AFSC&ME,   Local   1134, 

Boston 

Committee   on   Resolutions 

SAMUEL  J.  DONNELLY,  Electrical  Workers, 
Local  96,  Worcester,   Chairman 

ALFRED  ELLIS,  Sheet  Metal  Workers,  Local 
17,   Boston 

PHILIP  SALEM,  Central  Labor  Union,  Law- 
rence 

AARON  VELLEMAN,  Central  Labor  Union, 
Maiden 

RALPH  ROBERTS,  ILGWU,  Local  226, 
Springfield 

JOSEPH  McCARTHY,  Building  Service,  Lo- 
cal 254,  Boston 

MICHAEL  GORMLEY,  Street  Carmen,  Local 
589,  Boston 

MATTHEW  L.  McGRATH,  Building  Service, 
Local  397,  Boston 

JASPER  T.  GRASS  A,  Teachers,  Local  1037, 
Lynn 

LAWRENCE  THOMPSON,  IBEW,  Local 
1505,  Waltham 

M.  ALICE  DELANEY,  AFSC&ME,  Local  164, 
Boston 

GEORGE  DONOVAN,  Bartenders,  Local  34, 
Boston 

THOMAS  E.  RYAN,  Bricklayers-at-Large, 
Boston 

PETER  REILLY,  Carpenters,  Local  40,  Bos- 
ton 

JAMES  MERLONI,  Laborers,  Local  609,  Fra- 
mingham 
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Committee  on   Constitution 

JOHN  CARROLL,  Cement  Masons,  Local  534, 
Boston,    Chairman 

JOHN  J.  KEARNEY,  Bartenders,  Local  34, 
Boston 

ANTHONY  DeANDRADE,  Printing  Press- 
men,  Local   3,   Boston 

WILLIAM  KELLY,  Meat  Cutters,  Local  592, 
Boston 

JOSEPH  A.  PICONE,  FLU,  Local  22694, 
Rockland 

CHARLES  W.  WARREN,  Retail  Clerks,  Lo- 
cal 711,  Boston 

ANDREW  McGLINCHEY,  Electrical  Work- 
ers,  Local   1505,   Waltham 

MICHAEL  RIORDAN,  Firemen  &  Oilers,  Lo- 
cal  47,   Brockton 

JOSEPH  A.  SLATTERY,  Electrical  Workers, 
Local    103,    Boston 

JOSEPH  A.  SULLIVAN,  Meat  Cutters,  Lo- 
cal  2    Natick 

SALVATORE  A.  PERCOCO,  Fed.  Labor 
Union,    Local    21914,    Watertown 

ROBERT  FITZGERALD,  Street  Carmen,  Lo- 
cal 589,  Boston 

JOSEPH  HARDIMAN,  Fire  Fighters,  Local 
718,   Boston 

HAROLD  A.  PHELPS,  Typographical,  Local 
13,   Boston 

VINCENT  J.  PRENDERGAST,  Post  Office 
Clerks,    Local    100,    Boston 

Committee  on  Grievances 

ANDRE     JASSE,     Electrical     Workers,     Local 

103,    Boston,   Chairman 
JOHN   McCORKLE,  Fire  Fighters,   Local   718, 

Boston 
KENNETH    WRIGHT,    Engineers,    Local    98, 

Springfield 
KARL     LOVELL,     Carpenters,     Local      1550, 

Weymouth 
STEPHEN       McCLOSKEY,       Central      Labor 

Union,    Boston 
JOSEPH      SLEDZIEWSKI,      Federal      Labor 

Union,   Local  22804,    Springfield 
WILLIAM     SCOTT,     Central     Labor     Union, 

Northampton 

Committee    on    Guests 

THOMAS  W.  BOWE,  Street  Carmen,  Local 
589,    Boston,    Chairman 

JOHN  O'MALLEY,  Electrical  Workers,  Lo- 
cal  1505,  Waltham 

JOHN  C.  HURLEY,  Bartenders,  Local  34, 
Boston 

THOMAS   AHEARN,   ILGWU,   Lowell 

DANIEL  GOGGIN,  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers, 
Local  138,  Boston 

JAMES  P.  MEEHAN,  Painters,  Local  44, 
Lawrence 

Committee  on  Sergeant-at-Arms 

JOHN    HAMMOND,   AFSC&ME,   Local    1374, 

Melrose,  Chairman 
JOSEPH     GUILBEAULT,     Carpenters,     Local 

1416,  New   Bedford 
HENRY    NOLAN,    IBEW,    Local    104,    Boston 

Committee  on  Standing  Committee's 
Report 

MARTIN   PIERCE,   Fire   Fighters,   Local   718, 

Boston,   Chairman 
EARL      PATNOD,      Central      Labor      Union, 

Worcester 
JOHN    O'TOOLE,    Electrical    Workers,    Local 

1505,   Waltham 
CLEMENT  H.  PORTER,  Laborers,  Local  243, 

^^orccstcr 
HARRY     HOGAN,     Carpenters,     Local     177, 

Springfield 
JOHN     ZALESKI,     AFSC&ME,     Local     429, 

Concord 


FRANCIS    M.    CURRAN,    Firemen    &    Oilers, 

Local   4,   Holyoke 
AMANDO      V.     ALBERGHINI,      Bartenders, 

Local  85,   Lowell 
JOSEPH    NABOZNY,    Central    Labor    Union, 

Salem 
ALBERT     KILLION,     Street     Carmen,     Local 

589,  Boston 
VICTOR       TURPIN,      Atlantic       Fishermen's 

Union,   Boston 
RALPH  WALLENIUS,  Federal  Labor  Union, 

Local  20681,    Springfield 
RICHARD    BUCK,    Compressed   Air   Workers, 

Local  88,  Boston 
THOMAS  TIMMINS,  Brotherhood  of  Railway 

&    Steamship   Clerks,    Boston 
CORNELIUS  RYAN,   Hoisting  Engineers,   Lo- 
cal 4,   Boston 

Committee  on  Union  Labels 
MARTIN  J.   CASEY,   Electrotypers,   Local   11, 

Boston,   Chairman 
HOWARD     LITCHFIELD,     Casket     Makers, 

Local  560,   Cambridge 
RODNEY    SMITH,   Federal  Labor   Union,   Lo- 
cal  22804,   Springfield 
FRANK    CYNEWSKI,    United    Hatters,    Local 

87,  Amesbury 
WILLIAM   T.   FITZGERALD,   Barbers,   Local 

30,   Springfield 
EDWARD    McDONALD,    Electrical    Workers, 

Local    1505,   Waltham 
JAMES      QUINN,       Central      Labor      Union, 

Worcester 
WILLIAM      INGRAHAM,      Street     Carmen's 

Union,   Local   589,   Boston 

Those,  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates  to  the 
Convention,  are  the  Committees  that  have  been 
appointed  up  until  now.  The  balance  of  the 
Convention  Committees  will  be  announced  be- 
fore the  adjournment  of  the  morning  session. 

I  want  to  say  that  the  Committee  on  Consti- 
tution, the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  the 
Committee  on  Credentials  met  and  functioned 
as  of  3  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon  and  have 
done  a  considerable  amount  of  the  preliminary 
work  on  matters  coming  before  them.  I  strongly 
urge  that  the  committees  that  have  just  been 
announced  and  the  other  committees  that  will 
be  appointed  before  this  session  adjourns,  will 
realize  the  importance  of  going  into  action  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  hope  that  all  of  the  people 
who  have  been  appointed  to  committees  will  take 
their  assignment  seriously  and  cooperate  to  the 
fullest,  in  order  that  we  will  be  able  to  get 
these  reports  out  to  the  convention  floor  starting 
tomorrow. 

President  Callahan:  Thank  you,  Secretary 
Kelley. 

The  Chair  now  recognizes  Howard  Doyle  of 
the    Credentials    Committee. 

Delegate  Doyle  (AFSC&ME,  Local  1190, 
Medfield) :  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

(List  of  delegates  read.) 

AMESBURY 

UNITED  HATTERS  No.   87 
Frank  N.  Cynewski 

AMHERST 

AFSC&ME  No.  757 

James  W.  Monagle 

ARLINGTON 

AFSC&ME  No.  680 

John  E.  Bowler 

AVON 

FEDERAL  LOCAL  UNION  No.  24020 
Bernard  Goldman 
Reginald  Buglola 
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BEVERLY 

AFSC&ME  No.   1512 
(City  Hall  Emps.) 

Stephen   Grubich 
CARPENTERS  No.  878 

Edward  Thompson 

BOSTON 

CENTRAL  LABOR  UNION 

Stephen  E.   McCloskey 

Thomas  S.  Burns 
AFSC&ME  No.  84 

Edward  Kiley 
AFSC&ME  No.  86-1 
(Bridge  Tenders) 

John  A.  Walsh 
AFSC&ME  No.   164 

M.  Alice  Delaney 
AFSC&ME  No.  296 
(Park  Dept.) 

William  Lynch 

Joseph  Teso 
AFSC&ME  No.  311 

Thomas  F.  Harding 
AFSC&ME  No.  353 

Charles  E.  Gray 
AFSC&ME  No.  370 

Joseph  T.  Rutsky 
AFSC&ME  No.  419 

George  J.  Stevens 
AFSC&ME  No.   445 

Hugh  Doherty 

Michael  Riley 
AFSC&ME  No.   648 

William  V.  Ward 
AFSC&ME  No.   780 

Frank  P.   Fasanello 

Philip  Edward  Fagone 

Arthur  E.   Busi 

Leo   Goldman 
AFSC&ME  No.  804 

John  L.   Hammond 
AFSC&ME  No.  845 

Alec    F.    Bonda 
AFSC&ME   No.   869 

David   H.    Lasker 

Joseph  W.   Murphy 
AFSC&ME   No.    1134 

James   Meade 
AFSC&ME   No.    1242 

James  M.  Drew 
AFSC&ME   No.    1297 

Gertrude   C.    Tattan 
AFSC&ME  No.   1451 

Joseph   B.   Nealon 
AFSC&ME  No.   1489 

Francis  R.   Gay 
AFSC&ME  No.  1496 

James   F.   Henehan 
AFSC&ME   No.    1601 

John    F.    Curran 
AFSC&ME   No.    1612 

P.    James    Sullivan 
AMER.  FED.  OF  GOVT.  EMP.  No.  948 

James    H.    Mullen 
AMER.   FED.   OF  GOVT.   EMP.   No.    1606 

Jeremiah  G.    Hurley 
AMER.  FED.  OF  GOVT.  EMP.  No.  1088 

John    Gannon 
ASBESTOS  WORKERS  No.   6 

Herbert    G.    Anderson 

James   F.    McCourt 
ASSOC.   ENG.   ARCH.   &  DRAFT.   No.    105 

John   G.    Rosen 

John   F.    Glynn 
ATLANTIC    FISHERMEN 

Victor   J.    Turpin 
BARBERS   No.    182 

Eugene   Vitale 
BARTENDERS  &  HOTEL  EMP.  No.   34 

George  H.  Donovan 

James  J.  Horan 

John    C.    Hurley 


John   J.    Kearney 

Thomas   H.    Coughlin 

Leonard    V.    Cook 

George   E.    Barry,   Jr. 

John  J.   Maguire 

Michael    H.    Carroll 

Herbert  A.  Jess 
BINDERY  WOMEN  No.  56 

Mary  F.   Coyne 
BOILERMAKERS   No.   29 

William  A.  Manning 

Thomas    E.    Flaherty 
BOILERMAKERS   No.    746 

John  Svizzero 
BOOKBINDERS  No.  16 

Henry   Haskens 
BOOT  &  SHOE  WRKS.  No.  0 

John    J.    Wickham 
BOOT  &  SHOE  WRKS.  No.  1-0 

Bradford   A.    Hamilton 
BOOT  &  SHOE  WRKS.  No.   703 

Larry  Faretta 
BOOT  &  SHOE  WRKS.  No.   138 

Daniel  J.  Goggin 

John  F.   Mealey 
BRICKLAYERS 

James  M.  Leonard  No.  1 

Dennis    Donovan    No.    1 

John  F.    Tracy   No.    3 

Thomas   E.    Ryan   No.    3 

Louis   Buccico   No.    6 

Chester  Wright  No.   6 

Neil  MacKenzie  No.  9 

Walter    McLeod    No.    12 

Michael   R.    Lally   No.    15 

John  J.  Chadwick  No.  39 

William    McKewon    No.    51 

Fred    B.    Lizzi    No.    52 

F.    Foster    Asci    No.    5 

Albert    Ciampa    No.    3 
BUILDING    SERVICE    No.    86 

John  F.    Muldoon 
BLDG.    SERVICE    EMP.    No.    254 

Joseph  L.   McCarthy 

John    W.    Jones 

James    Shea 

Francis    McMillan 

John  Ford 

Frank    Clements 
BLDG.   SERVICE  EMP.  No.  285 

Joseph    Welch 
BLDG.   SERVICE  EMP.  No.  373 

Albert  W.  Wythe 
BLDG.    SERVICE   EMP.   No.    384 

Anthony  V.   Palmieri 
BLDG.   SERVICE  EMP.  No.  385 

John  R.   Donlon 
BLDG.   SERVICE  EMP.  No.  398 

Mildred    E.    Francis 
BLDG.    SERVICE   EMP.    No.   410 

Matthew  L.   McGrath,  Jr. 
BLDG.    SERVICE  EMP.   No.    419 

Thomas    J.     Kennedy 
CARPENTERS   No.   33 

Clifford  S.   Bennett 

Daniel    Kelly 
CARPENTERS    No.    40 

Peter  A.   Reilly 

Albert  V.   King 
CARPENTERS   No.   51 

Daniel   H.    Karney 

John    A.    Reddy 
CARPENTERS    No.    56 

Michael  D.  Harrington 

Robert   C.    Howe 

Kenneth   Strong,  Jr. 
CARPENTERS   No.   67 

Thomas  V.   Burke 

Edmund  F.   Ward 
CARPENTERS    No.    218 

William    D.    Butts 

Joseph   Hudson 

Sydney    Smith 
CARPENTERS    No.    157 

Philip    Gross 
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CARPENTERS    No.    2168 

Joseph    Hardy 
CEMENT   MASONS   &  ASPHALT   LAYERS 
No.  534 

John  Carroll 
CIGARMAKERS   No.    101 

James    Moran 
COMPRESSED  AIR  WORKERS   No.   88 

John   F.    Haggerty 

Richard    D.    Buck 

George   H.    F.    Buck 
COOKS   &   PASTRY  COOKS   No.   186 

Herbert  Woods 

Joseph    Stefani 

Mary    Sciacca 

James    Ballard 

Margaret    Beck 

Timothy    McCarthy 

Domenic     Marcotullio 

Philip    Greco 

Peter   Messina 

James   Keko 
DISTILLERY,     RECTIFYING     &     WINE 
WRKS.    No.    8 

Joseph    M.   Griffin 

Lawrence   Cohen 
ELECTRICAL    WORKERS    No.    103 

Joseph  A.    Slattery 

Andre  C.  Jasse 

Paul    S.    Goodwin 

Henry    Hurford 

James    F.    Rawson 

John    Deedy 

ELECTRICAL  WORKERS   No.   194 

Henry    L.    Nolan 

Lawrence    E.    Collins 
ELECTRICAL  WORKERS   No.   1284 

Gertrude  McSorley 
ELECTRICAL  WORKERS   No.   1452 

David    F.    Harrington 
ELECTROTYPERS    No.    11 

Martin    J.    Casey 
ELEVATOR  CONSTRUCTORS  No.  4 

Alfred   L.    Brophy 
ENGINEERS  No.  4 

Cornelius    J.    Ryan 

Larry    Salvucci 

Patrick   L.    Carr 

Martin    Griffin 

Gerard    Dever 
ENGINEERS    No.    849 

Samuel  J.   Gallagher 
ENGINEERS    No.    853 

Richard  J.  Carney,  Jr. 
FEDERAL  LOCAL  UNION  No.   21432 

Arthur    F.    Sullivan 
FIRE  FIGHTERS 

Charles    T.    Arena 
FIRE  FIGHTERS  No.  718 

Joseph    H.    Hardiman 

William    H.    McClennan 

Martin    E.    Pierce 

John    E.    Burwell 

John     McCorkle 

Charles   Bagley 
FIREMEN    &    OILERS    No.    3 

John   J.    McNamara 

loseph    P.    McNamara 
FURNITURE  WORKERS  No.  136 

Daniel   F.    Downey 

HOTEL,  CAFETERIA  &  WAITRESSES 

No.   277  _ 

Louis   R.   Govoni 
Rita  M.  Barton 
Susanna   Mulvey 
Margaret    Costello 
Louis    Cohen 
Josephine  Fleming 
Mildred  Grattan 
Thelma    Clemens 
Edgar    Watkins 
Arthur    Gordon 
INS.  AGENTS   INTL.    No.    178 
Howard    E.    McBride 


ILGWU    No.    12 

Saul    Wallace 
ILGWU   No.  24 

Al    Fraioli 

Joseph  Miseph 

Stella    Scuteri 
ILGWU    No.    33 

Leo    Karesky 

Nathan   Berman 

Ike  Finer 
ILGWU    No.    39 

Philip    Kramer 
ILGWU    No.    56 

Sam  Weiner 
ILGWU  No.  73 

Milton    Kaplan 
ILGWU   No.    80 

Salvatore  Mancuso 

Peter  Scola 

Frank    Borriello 

John    DiGregorio 

Enrico     Parento 

Esther    Antonucci 
ILGWU   No.   229 

Lou    Ackerman 

Mary    Levin 
ILGWU   No.   269 

James    Barker 
ILGWU   No.    291 

Erwin    Levine 
ILGWU   No.   313 

Harvey   Gold 
ILGWU   No.   359 

Sidney    Bronstein 
ILGWU   No.   360 

Margaret    Bevins 
ILGWU    No.    391 

Jack    Rottenberg 
ILGWU    No.    397 

Elliot   Klitzman 
ILGWU    No.    242 

Henry  J.  Brides,  Past  President 

Marchie    La    Grasta 
IRON   WORKERS    No.    7 

Frank   J.    Moriarty 

Henry    Hughes 

Paul    Stackpole 
IRON    WORKERS    No.    501 

V.    James    Ciavardone 

Ernest   J.    Spurio 

Frank   Spignese 

Thomas   C.    Harris 
LABORERS  No.  22 

Vincent    Di    Nunno 

Cesare    Pietrangelo 

Michael   Tarallo 

Leonard    Scolletta 

Joseph    Bucci 
LABORERS    No.    223 

Michael  J.   Horgan 

James  J.    Coughlin 

John    P.    Connolly 
LABORERS    No.    997 

Henry  A.  Wozniak 
LATHERS    No.    72 

Robert    J.    Henry 
LAUNDRY   &   DRY    CLEANING    INTL 
No.     66 

John    F.    Donovan 

James    H.    Callahan 

Nora    Topalian 

James    H.    Bartlett 

MACHINISTS    No.    264 

Joseph    Alconada 

Thomas    Freeman 

John    Prendergast 

Lawrence    Sullivan 

John     Murray 
MACHINISTS    No.   860 

Lillian   C.    Brown 

MACHINISTS    No.    1898 
Roy    H.    White 
Thomas  M.   Howes 
Walter    P.    Smith 
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MAILERS   No.    16 

William    J.    Mullen 

Ernest    A.    Ratto,    Jr. 
MARBLE     &     TILE     SETTERS,     HELPERS 
No.    18 

James   F.    Meagher 
MEAT   CUTTERS   No.    592 

James     B.     Nickerson 

John    J.    Sullivan 

Michael    Ruane 

William    Kelly 

David    C.    Murphy 

John    McNamara 

James    S.    Wilson 
MOVING    PICTURE    OPRS.    No.    182 

Ralph     S.     Frazier 
MUSICIANS    No.    9 

Samuel    J.    Marcus 

Gus   F.   Fischer 

Nick     Contini 

Louis    Weiner 

John    Raffa 

Harry     Sigman 

Hugh     Murphy 

Syd    Shulman 

Bill   Dolan 

Arthur     Coleman 

Bob    Karol 
NATL.     POSTAL    TRANSPORT 
ASSOCIATION 

John    F.    Linehan 
OFFICE   EMPLOYEES   No.   6 

Thomas     J.     Flynn 
PAINTERS    No.    11 

Cornelius    V.    Mahoney 

George   H.    Hughes 
PAINTERS    No.    402 

John   C.    Damery 
PAINTERS    No.    939 

Samuel    Nitkin 
PAPER   HANDLERS   No.   21 

Bertram   W.    Kohl 
PHOTO    ENGRAVERS    No.    3 

John    V.    Connolly 

Wilfrid    T.    Connell 
PLASTERERS    No.    10 

James   J.    Boyle 
PLUMBERS    No.    12 

Charles   S.    Cloughertv 
POST    OFFICE    CLERKS    No.    100 

James   M.    Murphy 

Vincent   J.    Prendergast 

Daniel  R.   Hurley 
PRESS  ASSISTANTS   No.    18 

Walter   F.    McLaughlin 

James    J.    Dawson 
PRINTING   PRESSMEN   No.   3 

Daniel  A.    McPherson 

Frank  D.  Arcari 

Anthony  J.    DeAndrade 
PRINTING    PRESSMEN    No.    67 

Edward    J.    Drew 

Burton    F.     Riley 

T.    George    Scannell 

RAILWAY    CARMEN   No.    315 
Lucien    Law 

RAILWAY  PATROLMEN  No.  31 
John    V.    Macdonald 

RETAIL  STORE  EMPLOYEES  No.   711 
Patrick     Coleman 
Helen     Tafe     O'Donnell 
Charles    Warren 
Walter    Walsh 
Walter    L.    Gardner 
Roy    DeCoste 
Larry    Thomas 
Mae    Trelegan 
Nora    Grace 
George    Robertson 
Mae    Burns 
James    Maloney 
Helen   Galvin 
Mary   Gaughnan 
Bruce  Ferguson 


RETAIL   CLERKS    No.    1291 

Alice    M.    Connolly 

Frank    R.    Anderson,    Jr. 

Orden   L.    Blauvelt 
RETAIL   PHARMACISTS    No.    593 

Joseph    F.    Grace 
RR&SS    CLERKS    No.    2028 

Thomas    Donegan 

Harold   P.    Mulqueeney 

Americo    F.    Gismondi 
BRO.   RAILWAY   CLERKS   No.    2119 

T.   F.  Timmins,  Jr. 
SHEET  METAL  WRKS.  No.   17 

James    E.    Brooks 

Alfred    Ellis 

Howard    C.    Porter 
STAGE   EMPLOYEES   No.   11 

James    J.     O'Brien 
STREET    CARMEN    No.    589 

Thomas   F.    Fallon 

Anthony  J.    Donahue 

John    A.    Walsh 

Maurice    P.    Murphy 

John   J.    O'Brien 

Henry   W.    Nelson 

John  Weber 

Edward    J.    Dolan 

Nichols    P.    Ryan 

Glenn   Watson 

Michael   J.    Gormley 

Robert   G.    Fitzgerald 

Paul  E.  Fitzgerald 

Francis  J.    Gallagher 

Albert    M.    Killion 

Thomas  J.  Rush 

William    E.    Ingraham 

Matthew   F.    Ryan 

George    E.     O'Brien 

Richard    R.    Rodwell 

Frank    C.    Meier 

Cornelius     L.     Cronin 

John     H.     Wilson 
STREET    CARMEN 

Thomas   W.   Bowe,   Past  President 
STREET   CARMEN    No.    1509 

William    H.    McNeill 

John    H.    Leonard 
TEACHERS    No.    66 

Arthur    Hartin 

William   O'Connell 
TELEGRAPHERS    No.    4 

John    W.    Joyce 

Edward   Donnelly 
TYPOGRAPHICAL    No.    13 

Harold   A.    Phelps 

Benedict    M.     Keating 

Archibald  A.    MacKinnon 

John    D.    Craig 

James    E.    Higgins 

John   J.    Guthrie 

Edward    C.    Moran 

BRAINTREE 

FEDERAL   LABOR   UNION   No.    22619 
Francis    Rinaldi 
Francis    L.    Denning,    Jr. 
William     H.     Gilson 

BRIDGEWATER 

AFSC&ME     No.     503 
Joseph    Sylvia 

BROCKTON 

CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION 

Francis   E.    Lavigne 

Minnie    Nelson 
BARTENDERS    No.    696 

David   Swartz 
CARPENTERS  No.   624 

Oscar  R.    Pratt 

Everett   L.    Pratt 
ELECTRICAL  WORKERS   No.   223 
John    E.    Flynn 
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FIREMEN   &   OILERS    No.    47 

Michael    Riordan 

Arthur    R.     Wahlgren 
LABORERS    (BLDG.)    No.    721 

Louis    W.    Poirier 
MOVING    PICTURE    OPRS.    No.    437 

Raymond    LaPierre 
PAINTERS    No.    296 

Wilfrid   Pottier 
PLUMBERS    No.    276 

Bernard    Linehan 

BROOKLINE 

AFSC&ME   No.    1358 

Francis  J.   Hickey 

CAMBRIDGE 

CENTRAL    LABOR    UNION 

Edward    T.    Sullivan 

Albert    J.    Bouche 
AFSC&ME    No.    612 

James    A.    Broyer 
AMER.  BAKERY  &  CONF.   WRKS.   No.   348 

Marino    Matarazzo 

George   Paris 

John    Giannino 
BOOKBINDERS    No.    204 

John    J.    Barry 

Leo    Doyle 
CASKET  MAKERS  &  FURN.  WRKS.  No.  560 

Howard    H.    Litchfield 
CHEMICAL   WORKERS    No.    86 

Joseph   J.    Donovan 
CHEMICAL  WORKERS   No.    116 

Albert     A.     DeVincentis 

Joseph    A.     DeVincentis 
LABORERS    No.    151 

Joseph   L.    Bonfiglio 

Nicholas     Bonfiglio 
PAINTERS    No.    577 

Dominic     Seretto 

CHARLESTOWN 

IRON   WORKERS   No.   607 

Daniel    Wambolt 
MACHINISTS   LODGE   No.   634 

Thomas    J.    Fitzgerald 

CHELSEA 

BUILDING    LABORERS    No.    1421 
Arnold    Rabinovitz 

CHESTER 

FEDERAL  LABOR  UNION  No.  23980 
Albert    L.    Shedd 

CHICOPEE 

BARTENDERS    No.    116 

John    Jekot 
BOILERMAKERS    No.    1851 

Alexander     Stefanik 

Stanley    J.    Pasterczyk 

Alfred  Rogowski 

Edward    Sliwa 

Roland   Dupont 

CHICOPEE  FALLS 

MACHINISTS    No.    1420 
Nello    P.    Ricardi 
Gerald    Griffin 
Stephen    S.    Strycharz 

CONCORD 

AFSC&ME    No.    429 
John    Zaleski 

DANVERS 

AFSC&ME    No.    700 

Joseph    J.    Argenziano 


DEDHAM 

PRINTING    SPECIALTIES    &   PAPER 
PRODUCTS   No.   524 

Alfred    O.    Winshman 

FALL  RIVER 

ELECTRICAL    WORKERS    No.    437 

George    H.    Cottell 
ILGWU    No.    178 

Manny    Frazer 

Mabel    Commons 

Maura    Fanna 

Celia     Corboneau 

Rema    Bouvies 

Evelyn    Matta 

Alice   Chauvette 

Evelyn    Braga 

Bob    Fontain 

Joseph    Horowitz 

Oke   Gordon 
LABORERS    No.    610 

Manuel    Medeiros 
UNITED   TEXTILE   WORKERS   No.   292 

John    Placida 

FALMOUTH 

AMER.    FED.   GOVT.    EMP.    No.    1729 
William     Donahue 

FITCHBURG 

CENTRAL    LABOR    UNION 

William    H.    Moran 

Bernard    P.    Murphy 
BARBERS    No.   284 

Anthonv    Pelullo 
BOILERMAKERS    No.    698 

Louis    Rossner 
CARPENTERS    No.    778 

Thomas    Phalen 
ELECTRICAL    WORKERS    No.    256 

Clarence    J.    Durkin 
PAPER    MAKERS    No.    12 

John    Wininski 

Ralph    W.    LeMay 
PAPER   MAKERS   No.   372 

William    P.    Hurley 

Edmond    Casey 

John    McNamara 

John    C.    Lawrence 
PAPER    MAKERS    No.    679 

Adelard    T.    Arsenault 
STAGE   EMPLOYEES   No.   86 

William    H.    Moran 

FOXBORO 

AFSC&ME    No.    691 

Forrest    Faulkner 

FRAMINGHAM 

AFSC&ME    No.    711 

Robert    E.    Bvrne 
BUILDING    LABORERS    No.    609 

James    V.    Merloni 

Philip    Ottaviani 

Benedetto    Ottaviani 
CARPENTERS    No.    860 

Valentine    Codding 

Vincent    Kelly 
PAINTERS   No.    563 

Ernest    M.    Empey 

GLOUCESTER 

CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION 

Manuel    A.    Martin 

Manuel    F.    Lewis 
AFSC&ME    No.    687 

Wilfred   J.    Peltier 
CARPENTERS    No.    910 

Edward    W.    Griggs 
LABORERS    No.    1263 

Floyd    L.    Hannibal 
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GREENFIELD 

CENTRAL    LABOR   UNION 

Fred    Dunn 

James    McCarthy 
AFSC&ME    No.    864 

Joseph    W.    Murphy 
CARPENTERS   No.   549 

Joseph    A.    Mulca 

HANSON 

ELECTRICAL  WORKERS   No.    1514 
Evan    J.    Griffiths 

HATHORNE 

TEACHERS    No.    1269 

Philip     H.     Conhig 

HAVERHILL 

FIRE   FIGHTERS   No.    1011 
Robert  A.    Lalumiere 

HINGHAM 

AFSC&ME    No.    703 

John    F.    Fenton 
CARPENTERS    No.    424 

Karle   G.    Lovell 

HOLYOKE 

CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION 

James   A.    Croke 

Michael    E.    Sheedy 
BARTENDERS   No.  81 

Joseph    Nitcavic 
BOILERMAKERS   No.   621 

Charles    F.    Moran 
ELECTRICAL  WORKERS  No.   707 

Timothy   F.    Grady 
FIREMEN  &   OILERS   No.    4 

Francis  M.   Curran 
OFFICE   EMPL.    LOCAL  No.    247 

Alfred    H.    Poulin 
PAINTERS    No.    253 

Jos.    A.    Wortie,   Jr. 
STREET   CARMEN    No.    537 

Kenneth    E.    Chalmers 

HYANNIS 

PAINTERS  No.   1827 

Anthony    J.    Tedesco 

LAWRENCE 

CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION 

Philip    Salem 

Franklin    Murphy 
BUILDING  LABORERS  No.   175 

John   A.    Fusco 
CARPENTERS    No.    Ill 

John   J.    Mulcahy 

James    F.    Doiron 
ELECTRICAL  WORKERS   No.   522 

John    J.    Regan 
ELECTRICAL    WORKERS    No.    1006 

John  A.    Callahan 
FEDERAL    LOCAL    No.    22451 

Raymond  Marquis 
HOTEL  &   REST.   EMP.   No.   319 

John    M.     Slumbo 
INSURANCE    AGENTS   No.    23 

Louis  George 
IRON    WORKERS    No.    351 

Joseph    Douglas 
LETTER   CARRIERS  No.   212 

Thomas  J.    McEvoy 
PAINTERS   No.    44 

James   P.   Meehan 
PLUMBERS  &  STEAMFITTERS  No.  283 

Michael    J.    Keefe 
PRINTING    PRESSMEN    No.    89 

Arthur    W.    Smith 
TEACHERS    No.    1019 

Elizabeth    U.    Donovan 


LOWELL 

CENTRAL    LABOR    UNION 

James  H.  Golden 

Sidney    E.    LeBow 
BARTENDERS   No.  85 

Armando    V.    Alberghini 
BUILDING   LABORERS    No.    429 

John    P.    Emerson 
CARPENTERS    No.    49 

Bernard  McCarty 
FIRE   FIGHTERS    No.   853 

James   G.    O'Brien 
ILGWU    No.   281 

Thomas    P.    Ahearn 

Samuel    McDowell 

Lydia   Zemetres 

Marie    Nadeau 
MOVING    PICTURE    OPRS.    No.    546 

John    H.     Marshall 
PAPER    MAKERS    No.    431 

Frank    R.    Bolk 
PLUMBERS    No.    400 

William    P.    Carroll 
STAGE    EMPLOYEES    No.    36 

George   T.    Callahan 
TEACHERS    No.    495 

Bertha    M.    Desmarais 
WOOLEN   &   WORSTED   WRKS.   No.    51 

Joseph    L.    Contu 

Louis   N.    Valentine 

Frank    Lyons 

LYNN 

CENTRAL    LABOR    UNION 

Jack     Kanosky 
George    L.    Lewis 
AMER.  FED.  OF  TECHNICAL  ENG.  No.  142 
George    W.    Eisener 
Robert     Bello 
John    Duggan 

CARPENTERS   No.   595 
Abel    Gardner 

ELECTRICAL    WORKERS    No.    377 
Everett    M.    Warren 

FIRE   FIGHTERS   No.   739 
James   P.    Kerivan 

HOTEL   &   REST.   EMP.   No.   56 
Harold   A.    Steele 

LABORERS    No.    290 

Jeremiah     Calnan 

MOVING  PICTURE  OPRS.  No.  245 
Frank    Prioli 

PATTERNMAKERS    LEAGUE 
John     J.     Brennan 

POST    OFFICE    CLERKS    No.    2461 
Luke    F.     Kane 

TEACHERS    No.    1037 

Jasper   T.    Grassa 

MALDEN 

CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION 

Betty    Sokol 

Aaron    Velleman 
ELECTRICAL    WORKERS    No.    1026 

Robert    E.     Barnes 
FEDERAL    LABOR   UNION    No.    20567 

Bella   Black 
FEDERAL   LABOR   UNION   No.   22763 

George  Mansour 

Thomas  J.   Moriarty 

Melvin    Hayes 

Joseph    Walsh 

Francis   Mulcalhy 
PAINTERS    No.    1477 

Frank   DeTesso 

MEDFIELD 

AFSC&ME    No.    1190 

Howard    V.    Doyle 
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MEDFORD 

ELECTRICAL   WORKERS    No.    1014 
Clayton    Hines 
John   A.    Buchanan,    Alternate 

MIDDLEBORO 

AFSC&ME   No.    601 

Edward    Cicchese 

MILFORD 

ILGWU  No.   257 

Louise    E.     Laronga 

MONSON 

AFSC&ME   No.   24 

Charles    H.     Sheridan,    Jr. 

NATICK 

MEAT   CUTTERS   No.   2 

Joseph    A.    Sullivan  _ 

George    F.    Fitzpatrick 

Herbert  A.  Lee 

John   R.    Broderick 

Joseph    Mesquita 

John   Duggan 

Raymond    Bolduc 

George    Youghian 

William    Hanberry 

George    Lincoln 

Gerald    J.    Normandin 

James    F.    Morrissey 
PAINTERS    No.    916 

Stephen    J.    Angleton 

NEW  BEDFORD 

CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION 

Louis    L.    Rita 

Everett    McCullough 
CARPENTERS    No.    1416 

Henry    H.    Bowles 

Joseph    A.    Guilbeault 

ELECTRICAL  WORKERS   No.   224 
James    E.    Murphy 

ELECTRICAL    WORKERS    No.    410 
Albert     E.     Buckles 
Antone    Amaral 
Herbert    Silva 
Alfred    Fortin 
John    Marinelli 

ILGWU    No.    361 

Nora    Couto 
Dorothy    Fontain 
Mary    Matta 

LABORERS    No.    385 

Lionel    Marchand 
Silvino    Castello 
George    Gauthier 

MOVING  PICTURE  OPRS.   No.  334 
Edward    Patrick 

PAINTERS    No.    691 

Raymond    Sequin 

PLUMBERS  No.  53 

J.    H.    Higgins 
SHEET    METAL   WORKERS   No.    501 

Joseph  J.   Oliver 
UNITED    TEXTILE    WRKS.    No.    25 

John     S.     Marques 

John     Vertente,    Jr. 

NEWBURYPORT 

AFSC&ME    No.    1511 

James  J.    Hollenkamp 

NEWTON 

CARPENTERS  No.  275 
Edward  Gallagher 
Albert    Marchioni 


NORFOLK 

AFSC&ME    No.    464 

George    A.    Callan 
AFSC&ME    No.    692 

James    V.    Fitzgerald 

NORTHAMPTON 

LABOR  COUNCIL  AFL-CIO 

William    Scott 

Bart    Saunders 
BLDG.   SERVICE  EMPL.   No.  211 

Anna   Bak 
ELECTRICAL  WORKERS   No.   710 

Walter  Kenifick 
HOTEL  &  REST.   EMPL.   No.   773 

Carl    Barden 

NORTH  READING 

AFSC&ME  No.  965 

Edward  J.  Doyle 

NORWOOD 

BOOKBINDERS    No.    176 

Louis   S.    Papineau 

John   J.    Connolly 
BUILDING    LABORERS    No.    138 

Frank    Saster 
PRINTING   PRESSMEN   No.   35 

Martin  J.    Mogan 

PEABODY 

AFSC&ME   No.   364 

Vilia  T.   DiCesare 
MEAT   CUTTERS   No.   21-L 

Isador   Pickman 
TEACHERS    No.    1289 

Paul    Kerkorian 

PEPPERELL 

PULP,    SULPHITE   &   PAER   MILL  WRKS 

No.    552 

Floyd   N.    Bancroft 

PITTSFIELD 

BUILDING  LABORERS   No.   473 

Patrick  J.  Mele 

Stanley   J.    Slonski 
PAINTERS    No.   94 

John    E.    Coughlin 

QUINCY 

CENTRAL  LABOR  UNION 

John  F.   Wipfler 

Kenneth    J.    Kelley 
BARBERS   No.    390 

Joseph    Campobasso 
CARPENTERS    No.    762 

George    A.    Oster 
CARPENTERS     No.     2468 

Theodore    Johnson 
GRANITE    CUTTERS 

Panfilo   DiBona 
PLUMBERS    &   STEAMFITTERS    No.    275 

Thomas    P.    Curry 
RETAIL    CLERKS    No.    224 

John  J.    Barron 

Patrick  A.   Garofalo 

READING 

FEDERAL  LOCAL  No.  22750 
Wesley    H.    Baker 

REVERE 

FIRE  FIGHTERS   No.   926 
Rocco  A.  Lanzo 

ROCKLAND 

FEDERAL    LOCAL    No.    22694 
Joseph   A.    Picone 
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SALEM 

CENTRAL    LABOR   UNION 

John  T.    Walsh 

Joseph   Nabozny 
AFSC&ME  No.  653 

Thomas  F.  Connolly 
BARTENDERS   No.   290 

Thaddeus    Burke 
ELECTRICAL  WORKERS   No.   259 

Eugene    F.    Gilgan 
LABORERS    No.    14 

Rosario  C.   Marrafra 
LAUNDRY  &  DRY  CLEAN.  WRKS.  No.  246 

Albert    Bonchard 

SOMERVILLE 

AFSC&ME  No.  1387 

Joseph   Santoro 

AM.  BAKERY  &  CONF.  No.  458 

James   C.   Ryan 
BOILERMAKERS,    SHIP    BLD'RS.    & 
HELPERS    No.    651 

Nunziato    A.    Antonellis 

Benjamin  Miller 

PAINTERS    No.   937 

Hjalmer   Anderson 

PULP,    SULPHITE    &    PAPER    WRKS. 

No.    564 

James  T.  McMahon 

TEACHERS  No.   1300 

Raymond  J.    Izzo 

SPRINGFIELD 

CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION 

Roy    Suprenant 

John   F.    Healy 
BARBERS    No.    30 

W.     T.     Fitzgerald 
BARTENDERS    No.    67 

Thomas   Moriarty 

John    Squazza 

Daniel    Ready 

Michael    Lazerus 

Harold   Maloney 
CARPENTERS   No.   96 

Walter    J.    LaFrancis 
CARPENTERS    No.    177 

Harry   P.    Hogan 

Raymond    Siwinski 

Michael    Creanza 

Frank    Savage 
DROP    FORGERS    No.    1570 

Joseph    F.    Perlak 
ELECTRICAL    WORKERS    No.    7 

William    J.    Wylie 
ELECTRICAL    WORKERS    No.    455 

John  F.   Dolan 
ENGINEERS    No.    98 

James    J.    Bird 

John    P.    Hughes 

Peter  R.   Tiberio 
AM.   FED.  TECH.   ENG.  No.   112 

Joseph    E.    Paquin 
FEDERAL  LABOR  UNION  No.  20582 

Michael    Maciolek 
FEDERAL    LABOR   UNION    No.    20681 

Robert  E.    Morrison 

Leo   Auclair 

Ralph    Wallenius 
FEDERAL   LABOR   UNION   No.   22804 

Joseph   Sledziewski 

Chester    Lemanski 

Raymond    Duffy 

Stanley    Fonfara 
FEDERAL   LABOR   UNION   No.    24499 

Earle    B.    Hollister,    Jr. 
FEDERAL  LABOR  UNION  No.   24666 

John    J.    Scanlon 
FIRE    FIGHTERS    No.    648 

Frank   A.    Foster 

Melvin    Degon 


ILGWU  No.   75 

Frank    Lyons 

Emil  Lambert 

Annette    Roy 
ILGWU  No.  226 

Ralph    A.    Roberts 

John  F.  Albano 

Norman    Eiger 

Rick    Bosco 

Fiore    Vona 

Frank  Peretti 

Alice    Kaplan 

Sue    Daglio 
LABORERS   No.   999 

Michael   Siniscalchi 

Joseph  Pepe 

William   Francis 
LETTER    CARRIERS    No.    46 

Michael    J.    Houlihan 
MEAT  CUTTERS   No.   33 

Stanley    E.    Dominick 
MOVING  PICTURE  OPRS.   No.  186 

Peter  J.   Cernada 
PAINTERS    No.    257 

Robert    J.    Brunette 
PATTERNMAKERS   ASSOCIATION 

Finton   J.    Kelly 
PLUMBERS    No.   89 

James  C.  Anderson 
POST   OFFICE  CLERKS   No.   497 

Douglas    C.    Goodwin 
PRINT.  PRESSMEN  No.  488 

James    Cicerchia 
ROOFERS   &   SLATERS   No.   248 

George   C.   Forgue 
SHEET   METAL   WRKS.   No.   63 

James  J.    Capeless 
STAGE  EMPLOYEES  No.  53 

Benjamin  G.  Hull 
STEAMFITTERS    No.    603 

William  Morris 
STREET   CARMEN    No.    448 

Samuel  P.  Bondnau 

Thomas   E.    O'Donnell 


TAUNTON 

AFSC&ME   No.    651 

Joe    Correia 
AFSC&ME    No.    813 

John    D.    Davis 
BLDG.  SERVICE  EMP.  No.  386 

Gerald   E.    Toomey 
CARPENTERS   No.    1035 

Arthur   Anctil 
ELECTRICAL  WRKS.   No.  235 

John  W.  Donahue 
PAINTERS    No.    574 

Alfred   M.    Butler 

TEWKSBURY 
AFSC&ME    No.    842 

Louis    Picanso 

WALPOLE 
AFSC&ME   No.   451 

George  L.   Conwav 

WALTHAM 
AFSC&ME  No.   1461 

Austin    T.    Grogan 
BUILDING  LABORERS  No.  560 

Salvatore    Pavone 

Joseph    Chanduoit 

Robert    Greeley 
CARPENTERS   No.   540 

Edward    P.    A.    Cunniffe 
ELECTRICAL    WORKERS    No.    1505 

John  F.   O'Malley 

Andrew    McGlinchey 

John    Casey 

Consuelo    Morgan 

Walter  L.  McGuinness 

David    McGrath 

James    Burley 

John    Coakley 

Angelo   Falzone 
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John   Martin 

Richard    Coughlin 

Joseph    Stavolta 

Floyd    Warren 

Dorothy    Doherty 

Melvin    Eddy 

Charles    McLaughlin 

Josephine    McGinness 

John    O'Keefe 

James    Sullivan 

Alice    Walker 

Frederick  Newman 

John    O'Reilly 

Rocco    Pincheiri 

Jane    Reikard 

Frank     Richardson 

Walter    Sheehan 

Joseph   Spampinato 

Robert    Torres 

Joseph    Tourville 

Ronald    Gordon 

James    Furness 

John   Fitzgerald 

John    Giordano 

Joseph     Lally 

Hugh     McEvoy 

John    Lawless 

Lawrence  Thomson 

Frank    Cannistraro 

James    Maloney 

Irving    Fletcher 

Joseph    Leary 

Francis    Sherry 

Richard    Gordon 

Arthur    Donovan 

Bert    Elliot 

George    Westwater 

John    Jones 

Leo  Allen 

John    O'Toole 

James    O'Donnell 
MACHINISTS   No.    1836 

Ralph  I.   Lindquist 
STAGE    EMPLOYEES    No.    505 

Vincent    T.    Kavanaugh 
STREET  CARMEN  No.  600 

Joseph    D.    McLaughlin 

WATERTOWN 

RUBBER   WORKERS    No.   21914 
Timothy    O'Brien 
William    A.    King 
Frank    Morreale 
Ferdinand    Trevisone 
Frank    Miceli 
Alfred    Camarra 
John    Mulcahey 
John    Molignano 
Frank    Farese 
Raymond  Robinson 
Ralph   Fratto 
Joseph   Corea 
Arthur    Smyth 
James    Calorio 
Walter   E.    Johnson 
S.    A.    Percoco 
Lera  Jackson 
Beverly   Cartwright 
Hazel    Hughes 
Anna    Nee 

WAVERLY 

AFSC&ME    No.    402 

Paul  A.  L'Antigua 

WESTFIELD 

WESTFIELD    LABOR   COUNCIL 

Edward  Wall 

William    Trant 
AFSC&ME    No.    346 

Carl    E.    Walker 
FEDERAL  LABOR  UNION  No.  20291 

Anthony     Kopezynski 


PAPER  MAKERS  No.  197 
Edward   A.    Caba 

WEYMOUTH 

CARPENTERS   No.    1510 
Karle   G.    Lovell 

WORCESTER 

CENTRAL   LABOR    UNION 

Earl    Patnod 

James   Quinn 
AFSC&ME   No.    1009 

John  Ford 
CARPENTERS   No.   107 

Andrew   Shusta 

Arthur    Lavallee 

John    Courtney 

Michael    Silk 
ELECTRICAL  WORKERS   No.   96 

Samuel    J.    Donnelly 
ENGINEERS    No.    86 

Kenneth    M.   Gigger 
FIRE   FIGHTERS   No.    1009 

Thomas    S.    Guilfoyle 
HOTEL  &  REST.   EMP.   No.   95 

James  P.   Loughlin 
IRON    WORKERS    No.    57 

Edward  F.  Murray 
LABORERS    No.    243 

William    F.    Porter 

Clement    H.    Porter 

Alton    Erickson 

John    Pavolis 
PAINTERS   No.    48 

Charles   Fassett 
PLUMBERS    No.    4 

Joseph   P.    Stansky 
POST  OFFICE  CLERKS  No.  4553 

Carlo    Capurso 
RETAIL   STORE   EMP.   No.   826 

Edith  F.   Eaton 

Christine    Hollen 
STEAMFITTERS  No.   408 

James    J.    Murray 
STREET  CARMEN  No.  22 

Francis    J.    Farrell 

John   F.    Barrett 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  recommends 
that  the  delegates  named  as  read  be  seated  with 
voice  and  vote. 

President  Callahan:  You  have  heard  the 
recommendation.  The  motion  is  that  they  be 
seated  with  voice  and  vote.  Do  I  hear  it  sec- 
onded? Is  there  anything  to  be  said  on  the 
question?  All  in  favor?  Those  opposed?  It  is 
a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

The  Chair  now  recognizes  Miss  Sally  Parker, 
International  Representative,  American  Federa- 
tion of  Teachers. 


SALLY  PARKER 
International  Representative 

Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates  to  this  the  final 
convention  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor.  It  is  a  very  great  honor  indeed  for  me 
to  have  this  opportunity  to  speak  to  you  on  be- 
half of  the  American  Federation  of  Teachers. 

I  am  directed  to  bring  you  the  greetings  of 
our  National  President,  Carl  J.  Megel,  and  his 
best  wishes  to  you  for  a  harmonious  and  fruitful 
merger  convention. 

I  am  happy  to  report  to  this  assembly  the 
continued  membership  growth  and  effectiveness 
in  membership  representation  of  the  Teachers 
Union   in   this    State. 

In  the  last  year  we  have  increased  our  mem- 
bership by  17%.  This  is  still  a  minute  propor- 
tion of  our  potential,  but  in  view  of  the  odds 
which  we  are  battling  it  represents  a  healthy 
growth. 
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Not  the  least  of  our  organizational  obstruc- 
tions is  a  well  entrenched  company  union  from 
which  we  must  win  every  member  we  gain. 
While  this  organization  has  much  less  to  offer 
its  membership  than  the  program  and  purpose- 
fulness  of  the  teacher  union  movement— never- 
theless this  is  the  organization  to  which  ad- 
ministrators belong — and  teachers,  whether  they 
like  it  or  not,  are  dragooned  into  membership. 
In  one  city  where  we  have  been  organizing, 
teachers  have  been  threatened  by  administrators 
with  a  full  quote  of  so-called  "difficult"  classes 
and  other  undesirable  assignments  unless  they 
drop  the  union  and  renew  their  membership  in 
the  Teachers  Association. 

In  an  attempt  to  neutralize  this  compulsion 
the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  at  the 
instance  of  Teacher  Union  affiliates  last  year 
introduced  into  the  legislature  the  so-called  Bill 
of  Rights  for  Public  Employees.  As  a  result 
of  its  labor  sponsorship  this  bill  passed.  It  pro- 
vides that  discrimination  or  coercion  against 
public  employees  because  of  union  membership 
is  unlawful.  It  further  states  that  public  em- 
ployees have  the  right  to  present  proposals  for 
salaries  and  other  conditions  of  employment 
through   representatives   of  their   own   choosing. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Johnson's  office  has  assured 
us  he  will  entertain  and  investigate  complaints 
under  this  new  statute.  This  solution  to  our 
problem  may  seem  to  be  weak  tea  indeed  for 
unions  accustomed  to  the  protections  and  ma- 
chinery of  the  Wagner  Act  or  the  State  Labor 
Relations  Board.  However,  for  public  employees 
who  carry  out  their  organizational  activities  in 
a  legal  limbo — this  offers  a  greater  measure  of 
definition  of  our  rights  and  security  than  we 
have  ever  previously  known.  May  I,  on  behalf 
of  teacher  unionists  in  the  state  express  our 
thanks  to  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  and  to 
Legislative  Agent  Kenneth  Kelley  for  the  spon- 
sorship and  support  that  has  been  given  to  this 
important  measure. 

In  mentioning  legislation  I  cannot  forbear  a 
reference  to  the  history-making  amendment  to 
the  teacher  tenure  law  passed  last  year  which 
now  provides  a  dismissed  teacher  in  Massachu- 
setts with  an  appeal  to  the  courts.  Previously 
a  teacher  fired  by  a  school  board,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  had  no  recourse  or  appeal.  Con- 
sidering that  the  School  Board  sat  as  jury, 
judge  and  witness,  it  was  a  situation  in  conflict 
with  our  sense  of  justice  and  equity.  The  new 
law,  sponsored  by  the  Teachers  Union,  passed 
over  opposition  from  administrative  quarters — 
not,  I  venture  to  guess,  on  its  merits  which  are 
overwhelming,  but  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  it 
was  a  labor  bill  and  by  virtue  of  the  constant 
interest  shown  in  it  by  your  Legislative  Agent. 

Again  we  cannot  adequately  convey  our  in- 
debtedness for  the  interest,  support  and  guidance 
which  your  Legislative  Agent  and  your  member 
organizations  have  shown  in  measures  which  we 
feel  stand  to  benefit  not  only  teacher  members 
but  the  quality  of  education  as  a  whole  in  the 
state. 

In  concluding  my  remarks,  Mr.  Chairman, 
may  I  on  behalf  of  our  member  organization  in 
the  fourteen  communities  where  we  are  organ- 
ized, in  Massachusetts,  state  our  continuing 
gratitude  for  the  generous  and  unstinting  sup- 
port which  we  have  had  from  central  labor  un- 
ions and  individual  unions  in  our  efforts  to 
gain  salary  improvements  and  a  measure  of 
teacher  talking  power  on  other  points.  In  un- 
organized areas  too  we  continue  to  point  to  our 
labor  support  as  the  one  big  and  overriding 
difference  between  ourselves  and  the  ineffective 
teacher  associations.  I  have  never  sought  sup- 
port from  any  quarter  in  the  labor  movement 
but  that  I  have  had  it  in  full  measure. 

On  behalf  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Teachers  I  thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  be 
heard  and  extend  my  best  wishes  for  a  suc- 
cessful  convention. 


Vice  President  Pratt:  On  behalf  of  the  dele- 
gates I  want  to  thank  Miss  Parker  for  address- 
ing the  convention  and  outlining  the  problems 
of  teachers.  May  I  assure  her,  on  behalf  of 
the  delegates  of  the  continued  support  of  or- 
ganized labor  in  improving  the  conditions  of 
teachers. 

At  this  time  the  Chair  recognizes  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Kelley  for  the  reading  of  additional 
resolutions. 

Secretary  Kelley:  You  received  when  you 
registered,  a  pamphlet  listing  18  resolutions, 
that  had  been  received  prior  to  the  opening  of 
this  convention.  There  have  been  some  addi- 
tional resolutions.  It  is  not  going  to  be  pos- 
sible as  has  been  the  practice  at  previous  con- 
ventions, to  have  a  second  resolution  pamphlet 
printed  containing  the  additional  resolutions.  I 
realize  it  is  going  to  be  quite  difficult  for  you, 
the  delegates,  to  follow  these  additional  resolu- 
tions that  were  not  filed  until  the  last  minute; 
but  it  is  physically  impossible  to  have  a  second 
pamphlet  printed.  I  say  that  with  all  deference 
to  these  late-filed  resolutions  and  ones  that  may 
still  be  filed.  I  hope  that  further  resolutions 
that  any  delegates  are  considering,  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  as  early  as  possible  today,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  submitted  to  the  Resolutions 
Committee. 

These  resolutions  for  the  most  part  don't 
have  titles.  I  will  simply  read  the  text  of  the 
resolution  and  we  will  be  able  to  add  titles 
later. 

(Secretary  Kelley  read  Resolutions  Nos.  19, 
20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26.) 

Vice  President  Pratt:  We  have  here  Resolu- 
tions Nos.  19  through  26  which  require  a  ma- 
jority vote  of  the  convention,  and  if  there  is 
no  objection  at  this  time  Resolutions  Nos.  19 
through  26  will  be  referred  to  the  Resolutions 
Committee  for  report  to  the  convention.  Hear- 
ing no  objection  it  is  so  ordered. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Kelley  has  a  telegram  to 
read  to  the  convention. 

Massachusetts    State   Federation  of  Labor, 
Hotel   Somerset,    Boston 

"Fraternal    greetings    and    best    wishes    for    a 
harmonious   and   successful   convention. 
E.    M.    Hogan, 
General    Secretary-Treasurer, 
United  Garment  Workers  of  America." 

Secretary  Kelley:  I  move  that  this  telegram 
be  spread  upon  the  record  of  these  proceedings. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  If  there  is  no  objection 
it  will  be  so  ordered.  Hearing  none,  it  is  so 
ordered. 

The  Chair  recognizes  Secretary-Treasurer  for 
the  announcement  of  the  members  of  the  Rules 
Committee. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  dele- 
gates, I  would  like  to  ask  at  this  time  that 
David  McGrath  and  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee meet  at  the  adjournment  of  the  morning 
session  in  order  that  they  may  report  at  2 
o'clock,  the  Rules  that  are  going  to  govern  the 
conduct  of  the  convention.  Will  you  meet  in 
the  Cleveland  Room  which  is  one  of  the  rooms 
at  the  end  of  this  corridor  on  your  left  as  you 
go   out  of  the   Ballroom? 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Secretary  Kelley  for  one  further  resolution  to 
be  read. 

Secretary  Kelley:  One  additional  resolution, 
which  is  No.  27  has  been  received. 

(Resolution    No.    27    read.) 

Vice  President  Pratt:  If  there  is  no  objection, 
Resolution  No.  27  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Constitution.  Hearing  none  it  is 
so  ordered. 

This  concludes  the  business  of  the  morning 
session.  The  hour  of  adjournment  is  at  hand. 
I  now  declare  the  morning  session  adjourned 
to  reconvene  at  2  o'clock. 

(The  meeting  recessed  at  12  noon.) 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION 


(The  Convention  convened  at  2:15  p.m., 
President  Callahan  presiding.) 

President  Callahan:  Delegates  to  the  72nd 
Annual  Convention,  if  you  will  look  at  the  re- 
port of  the  Executive  Council  and  the  Officers 
and  respective  Committees  of  the  Federation, 
you  will  note  on  the  second  page  a  picture  of 
Daniel  Lawler  who  served  us  faithfully  and  well 
as  a  Vice  President  of  this  organization.  In 
my  journey  through  life  he  was  one  of  the 
finest  trade  unionists  that  I  ever  met — a  dedi- 
cated man,  dedicated  to  a  better  life  for  all  of 
the  people  that  he  represented;  one  whom  we  as 
members  of  the  Executive  Council  were  very 
happy  to  have  known  and  to  have  served  with ; 
one  who  gave  of  his  time  and  his  effort,  a  true 
friend  of  all. 

I  would  like  to  read  this  memorial  tribute  to 
the  late  Vice  President  Daniel  J.   Lawler. 

(Resolution  No.   1   read.) 

RESOLUTION    NO.    1 

In  Memoriam 

Daniel  J.  Lawler 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  passing  on 
June  29th,  1958  of  Vice  President  Daniel  J. 
Lawler,  and 

Whereas:  Daniel  J.  Lawler  won  the  deep 
admiration  and  affection  of  his  colleagues  on 
the  Executive  Council  by  his  sincerity,  courage, 
and  unswerving  loyalty,  and 

Whereas:  His  distinguished  service  to  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  was  sup- 
plemented by  his  splendid  record  as  Vice 
President  of  the  International  Association  of 
Fire  Fighters;  Secretary-Treasurer  of  Spring- 
field Fire  Fighters  Union  Local  No.  648;  Vice 
President  of  the  Springfield  Central  Labor 
Union;  Employee  Representative  on  the  Spring- 
field Municipal  Personnel  Policy  Board;  Legis- 
lative Representative  for  the  Associated  Fire 
Fighters  of  Massachusetts;  and  active  partici- 
pation in  many  other  civic,  fraternal,  veteran, 
and  social  organizations,  and 

Whereas:  He  devoted  himself  tirelessly  and 
fearlessly  to  the  labor  movement  of  his  state  and 
city  and  displayed  the  highest  ideals  of  trade 
union  leadership  and  integrity,  and 

Whereas :  Daniel  J.  Lawler  died  as  he  had 
lived,  gallantly  protecting  the  interests  and  wel- 
fare of  his  fellow  workers  and  fellow  citizens, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  72nd  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 
assembled  in  Boston,  December  3rd-5th,  1958, 
stand  in  silent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  an  out- 
standing and  beloved  trade  union  leader,  Daniel 
J.   Lawler,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  this  resolution  together  with 
our  expressions  of  deepest  sympathy  be  for- 
warded to  the  family  of  the  late  Daniel  J.  Law- 
ler and  to  the  International  Association  of  Fire 
Fighters  AFL-CIO,  the  Springfield  Central  La- 
bor Union,  and  Fire  Fighters  Union  Local  No. 
648. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council:  John  A. 
Callahan,  President;  Michael  J.  Norton,  Vice 
President;  Thomas  J.  Rush,  Vice  President; 
Oscar  R.  Pratt,  Vice  President;  John  F.  Wip- 
fler,  Vice  President;  Jeremiah  Calnan,  Vice 
President;  Manual  F.  Lewis,  Vice  President; 
James  A.  Broyer,  Vice  President;  Joseph  D. 
McLaughlin,  Vice  President;  William  H.  Moran, 
Vice  President;  James  P.  Loughlin,  Vice  Presi- 
dent;  Edward   Wall,   Vice   President;    James   E. 


Murphy,  Vice  President;  Arthur  Anctil,  Vice 
President;  Helen  Tafe  O'Donnell,  Vice  Presi- 
dent-at-large;  Neil  MacKenzie,  Vice  President 
at-large;  Kenneth  J.  Kelley,  Secretary-Treas- 
urer-Legislative Agent.) 

Secretary  Kelley:  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 

President  Callahan:  A  motion  was  made  and 
duly  seconded  for  adoption  of  the  resolution.  As 
many  as  are  in  favor  signify  in  the  usual  man- 
ner.    Opposed?     It    is    a    vote    and    so    ordered. 

And  now  a  moment  of  silent  tribute  to  our 
departed   Vice   President. 

(A  moment  of  silent  tribute  observed  for 
Vice  President  Lawler.) 

Fire  Fighters  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  realizing  only  too  well  the 
services  that  Dan  Lawler  had  rendered  to 
their  organization,  were  instrumental  in  starting 
a  scholarship  fund  for  his  two  children.  As 
President  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  Council 
we  want  to  do  our  part  in  seeing  that  his  chil- 
dren have  an  opportunity  for  higher  education. 
Mrs.  Lawler  may  I,  on  behalf  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor,  present  this  plaque  in  memory  of  our 
friend,  Dan,  and  this  token  of  our  esteem  for 
him.  May  all  organizations  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  join  with  us  in  paying  tribute 
to  a  great  leader  who  served  us  faithfully  and 
well. 

(Presentation  of  plaque  in  memoriam  to  Dan- 
iel J.  Lawler.) 

Delegates,  may  I  present  Eleanor  Lawler 
and   Dennis   Lawler  and   Mrs.   Lawler. 

MRS.  DANIEL  J.  LAWLER 

"All  I  can  say  is  thank  you,  everybody." 
President    Callahan:    The    Chair    at    this    time 
recognizes   Vice   President   Helen   O'Donnell. 

Vice  President  O'Donnell:  On  behalf  of  the 
women  delegates,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
present  these   flowers  to   Mrs.    Lawler. 

President  Callahan:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Pres.  James  Currivan  of  the  Associated  Fire 
Fighters   of   Massachusetts. 

Delegate  Currivan:  Thank  you,  President 
Callahan.  As  the  President  of  the  Associated 
Fire  Fighters  of  Massachusetts,  it  is  my  priv- 
ilege to  present  the  following  plaque  to  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor,  in  memory 
of  Daniel  J.  Lawler. 

"WHEREAS:  The  Associated  Fire  Fighters 
of  Massachusetts  are  meeting  in  their  12th 
Annual  Convention  in  the  City  of  Revere, 
Massachusetts,  from  June  30  through  July  3, 
1958  and 

WHEREAS:  The  Association  has  suffered 
the  loss  of  one  of  its  Legislative  Representa- 
tives and  International  Vice  Presidents  since 
the  convention  of  1957,  and 
WHEREAS:  Daniel  J.  Lawler,  formerly  of 
the  Springfield  Fire  Fighters  Local  No.  648, 
and  this  Association,  was  a  man  who  devoted 
many  years  of  his  life  to  the  end  that  his  broth- 
ers might  benefit  from  his  unselfish,  unstinting 
devotion  to  the  pursuit  of  progressive  fire- 
manic  legislation  and  union  organization,  and 
WHEREAS:  In  doing  so  he  of  necessity 
divorced  himself  from  leisure  time  with  his 
family  and  friends  always  cooperating  100% 
with  any  and  all  which  came  to  him  night  or 
day   and 

WHEREAS:  His  complete  knowledge  and 
well-rounded  experience  in  the  Legislature 
and    organizing   field   has    given    just    recogni- 
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tion  to  our  Fire  Fighters  to  the  Common- 
wealth,  and 

WHEREAS:  Brother  Daniel  J.  Lawler  was 
called  from  our  midst  to  answer  'The  Last 
Alarm,'    therefore,    be   it 

RESOLVED:  That  the  Associated  Fire 
Fighters  of  Massachusetts  in  Convention  as- 
sembled in  the  City  of  Revere,  from  June 
30  through  July  3,  1958  do  hereby  extend 
their  profoundest  sympathy  to  the  family  and 
relatives  of  Daniel  J.  Lawler,  and  be  it  fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED:  That  this  memoriam  resolution 
be  inscribed  in  the  records  of  the  Convention 
as  a  reminder  of  the  progressiveness  of  the 
Association  due  to  the  efforts  of  our  late 
Brother  Daniel  J.  Lawler  while  he  was  active 
among  us,  and  so  that  we  shall  not  forget  his 
wise  counsel  and  smiling  countenance,  and 
always  mindful  of  the  principles  for  _  which 
Dan  gave  his  all-out  efforts,  and  be  it  fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
be   forwarded   to   his   family,   that   they   might 
know  that  this  great  loss  is  felt  by  the  Fire 
Fighters     of     Massachusetts     far     more    than 
words  can  express  and  that  those  of  us  who 
knew    'Dinny'    also    grieve    deeply    as    we    in- 
scribe the  name   of   Daniel  J.   Lawler   on  the 
roster  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us,  but 
whose  memories  shall  ever  be  with  us. 
/s/All   Delegates  to  the   1958   Convention. 
Wm.   D.   Buck,   President 
John    C.    Kabachus,    Sec.-Treas." 
President  Callahan:   Thank  you  Brother   Cur- 
rivan.     On  behalf  of  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion  of    Labor   we    accept    this    plaque    and    this 
resolution  and  I  assure  you  it  will  find  a  prom- 
inent place  in  the  office  of  the  combined  organi- 
zation  of  the  AFL-CIO. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Credentials  Committee 
is  ready  to  report? 

Delegate  Grady:  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates, 
this  is  a  partial  report. 

(Delegate  Grady  read  the  list  of  delegates 
registered.) 

I  move  that  the  delegates  be  seated  with 
voice  and  vote. 

President  Callahan:  You  have  heard  the  re- 
port submitted  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Cre- 
dentials Committee,  that  the  delegates  be  seated 
with  voice  and  vote.  Do  I  hear  the  motion  sec- 
onded? Anything  to  be  said  on  the  question? 
If  not,  as  many  as  are  in  favor  signify  in  the 
usual  manner.  Those  opposed?  It  is  a  vote  and 
so  ordered. 

Chairman  Downey  of  the  Committee  on  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer-Legislative Agent's  Report  will 
make  an  announcement  at  this  time. 

Delegate  Downey:  Mr.  Chairman,  the  follow- 
ing are  the  members  of  the  committee  on  the 
Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative  Agent's  Report. 
We  are  going  to  meet  in  the  Plaza  Room  upon 
adjournment. 

(Delegate  Downey  read  list  of  committee 
members.) 

President  Callahan:  Delegates,  your  speaker 
this  afternoon  has  attended  conventions  and  has 
been  a  member  of  organized  labor  for  over  45 
years.  You  know  him  as  one  who  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  deliberations  of  our 
conventions.  You  know  him  as  a  sincere  trade 
unionist.  You  know  him  as  one  who  has 
served  his  own  organization  faithfully  and  well. 
You  know  him  as  the  Commissioner  of  Labor 
and  Industries  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, a  friend  of  all  delegates.  I  take 
pleasure  at  this  time  in  presenting  a  member 
of  Local  103  of  the  International  Brotherhood 
of  Electrical  Workers,  the  Commissioner  of 
Labor  and  Industries  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,    Ernest    A.    Johnson. 


ERNEST  A.  JOHNSON 

Commissioner,  Department  of  Labor  and 

Industries 

President  Callahan,  Secretary-Treasurer-Leg- 
islative Agent  Kelley,  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  delegates  to  this  72nd  Annual 
Convention  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  fellow  and  sister  trade  unionists.  I  made 
haste  to  get  here  this  afternoon  because  I  knew 
from  the  agenda  that  Secretary-Treasurer  Mit- 
chell was  scheduled  to  speak  here  at  2:30.  I 
heard  before  I  left  the  office,  however,  that  he 
was  ill  and  even  though  he  had  released  his 
speech  over  the  United  Press  we  must  forego 
the  pleasure  of  having  him  make  the  address 
here  today. 

I  knew  that  he  would  devote  himself  to  fed- 
eral affairs  as  they  affect  the  workers  of  the 
United  States.  I  know  that  he  has  always  been 
welcome  here  in  Massachusetts — in  fact  he  al- 
ways accepts  the  invitations  extended  to  him  so 
graciously  by  Secretary  Kelley  of  the  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.  I  confine  myself  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  our  State  Department  of  Labor  and 
Industries. 

From  time  immemorial  your  officers'  reports 
have  contained  a  brief  summary  of  the  activi- 
ties of  the  various  divisions  of  the  department; 
but  I  think  that  I  ought  to  highlight  some  of 
the  things  that  occur  in  the  department  that 
affects  the  workers'  in  Massachusetts  and  af- 
fects the  industry  in  general. 

In  the  report  of  the  Division  of  Industrial 
Safety  which  is  our  largest  division,  accent  is 
placed  on  the  fact  that  we  have  moved  for- 
ward keeping  abreast  of  the  times  meeting  the 
increasing  problems  of  the  atomic  age.  Through 
the  adoption  of  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the 
protection  of  the  Health  and  Safety  of  Em- 
ployees from  occupational  diseases  caused  by 
radiation  and  other  hazards.  It  is  known  as 
Bulletin  No.  5,  which  became  effective  on  De- 
cember 1,  1957.  Fortunately  I  got  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  through  the  Legislature 
which  enabled  me  to  appoint  a  man  of  quali- 
fication as  supervising  inspector  who  is  engaged 
in  the  administration  of  Bulletin  No.   5. 

He  has  authority  to  supervise  and  inspect  the 
various  establishments  in  Massachusetts  who 
use  radio  active  materials.  He  also  has  the  job 
of  educating  the  rest  of  our  inspectors  as  to 
things  that  they  must  look  for  in  their  inspec- 
tion of  industrial  establishments. 

In  that  connection,  may  I  point  out  that  the 
Legislature  requested  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  to  make  a  comprehensive  survey  of  all 
the  elements  in  Government  that  were  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  watching  radiation 
hazards  and  the  other  effects  of  atomic  energy 
upon  workers  employed  in  industry.  The  De- 
partment of  Public  Health  is  holding  a  public 
hearing  in  the  Gardner  Auditorium  on  Decem- 
ber 10.  They  are  not  releasing  the  report  but 
they  are  asking  the  public  and  the  heads  of  the 
various  departments  to  make  comment  as  to 
what  they  should  include  in  their  report.  I, 
however,  have  had  an  advance  copy  of  their 
report  and  I  found  in  it  something  that  affects 
the  department  of  labor  and  industries,  and  in 
turn  may  affect  the  workers  of  Massachusetts. 

We  are  one  of  the  few  states  that  have  the 
supervision  control  in  administration  of  occu- 
pational hygiene.  We  have  a  Division  of  Hy- 
giene in  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Indus- 
tries. Their  sole  responsibility  and  duty  is  to 
visit  places  where  complaints  have  been  issued 
because  of  the  use  of  hazardous  chemicals;  the 
release  of  obnoxious  fumes;  the  lack  of  ventila- 
tion that  may  occur  in  plants;  lead  poisoning; 
and  various  other  occupational  hazards  and 
diseases  that  may  occur  in  plants. 

We  confine  ourselves  to  the  employment  fac- 
tor.    In    the    code    that    we    establish    to    guard 
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against  the  use  of  hazardous  chemicals,  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Health  has  the  responsibility 
of  guarding  the  public  health.  We  have  the 
responsibility  of  guarding  the  health  or  the  haz- 
ards that  may  be  encountered  by  the  worker  in 
his    daily    employment. 

In  this  report  that  shall  be  released  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Health,  I  recommend  that 
the  Division  of  Occupational  Hygiene  be 
merged  in  the  Department  of  Public  Health.  I 
hope  that  your  Executive  Council  will  give 
some  attention  to  this.  To  determine  whether 
or  not  you  would  best  be  served  by  the  continua- 
tion of  the  Division  of  Occupational  Hygiene 
in  our  department  or  whether  your  identity 
would  be  lost  if  the  Public  Health  Department 
should  have  this  division. 

We  have  twenty  rules  and  regulations,  or 
so-called  bulletins,  that  relate  to  everything 
from  the  use  of  the  common  drinking  cup  to 
illuminations  hazards  in  various  occupations. 
The  most  recent  is  the  accident  prevention  code 
for  workers  employed  in  underground  con- 
struction which  is  effective  January  15,  1959. 
For  the  first  time  in  Massachusetts  we  found 
it  necessary  to  set  up  codes  relating  to  the  em- 
ployment of  workers  in  underground  construc- 
tion. That  is  caused  by  the  new  developments 
of  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission.  They 
are  engaged  in  the  construction  of  water  mains 
and  sewer  mains  where  they  can  go  two  to 
three  hundred  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
earth  and  the  workers  are  endangered  in  that 
occupation. 

Referred  by  the  Legislature  for  study  is  the 
subject  of  accident  and  health  protection  for 
longshore  workers,  Chapter  25.  We  are  told 
that  in  this  industry  which  has  no  national  or 
state  code  governing  the  protection  of  workers 
that  there  is  a  fifty  million  dollar  a  year  an- 
nual loss  caused  by  accidents.  It  is  considered 
the  most  hazardous  occupation  of  all  occupa- 
tions. Congress  has  recently  passed — and  I 
know  if  Secretary  Mitchell  were  here  he  would 
have  mentioned  this  particular  subject,  an 
amendment  to  the  Longshoremen  and  Harbor 
Workers  Act  which  vested  authority  in  the 
Secretary  of  Labor  to  adopt  accident  rules  and 
regulations  which  will  apply  on  board  vessels. 
That  leaves  it  to  the  State  to  adopt  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  protection  of  the  dockside 
worker.  These  codes  must  conform.  This,  how- 
ever, calls  for  additional  inspections. 

1  point  out  to  the  labor  representatives  that 
come  to  the  State  House  seeking  the  adoption 
of  laws,  new  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
protection  of  workers;  that  there  is  no  sense  in 
passing  legislation  nor  is  there  sense  in  my  de- 
partment adopting  new  rules  and  regulations  as 
we  are  permitted  to  under  the  law,  unless  we 
have  an  adequate  inspection  force  to  ad- 
minister and  enforce  the  regulations.  We  have 
34  industrial  inspectors  that  visit  mercantile, 
industrial,  manufacturing  and  other  types  of 
establishments.  We  only  have  nine  additional 
inspectors  who  are  confined  to  the  building  and 
construction  industry,  a  total  of  43  inspectors 
in  all.  However,  last  year  Secretary-Treasurer 
Kelley  endeavored  to  correct  the  condition  as 
far  as  it  related  to  the  construction  industry.  Be- 
cause of  the  growing  number  of  men  employed 
in  the  building  industry,  because  of  the  large 
amount  of  work  and  the  increase  in  the  volume 
of  work,  Secretary  Kelley  introduced  legisla- 
tion, sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor,  for  the  creation  of  a  new  Division 
of  Building  and  Construction  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  and  Industries.  This  called  for 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  director  and  five 
additional  inspectors.  We  have  not  had  an  ad- 
ditional inspector  on  building  construction  since 
1926,  and  then  we  only  got  four  inspectors  at 
that  time  through  the  combined  efforts  of  the 
labor  movement.  That  bill  through  Secretary 
Kelley's   efforts,   reached   Ways  and   Means   with 


a  favorable  report  from  the  committees  that 
heard  it,  and  would  have  been  successful  in 
being  passed  by  Ways  and  Means  but  owing  to 
the  fact  there  was  no  supplementary  budget  it 
died  aborning.  Referred  to  the  Legislative  Re- 
search Council  it  will  automatically  be  rein- 
troduced through  the  report  of  the  Legislative 
Research  Council. 

Another  study  that  has  been  referred  to  the 
Legislative  Research  Council  is  on  the  employ- 
ment of  women  in  places  of  business  under  cold 
and  freezing  condition  which  has  been  intro- 
duced three  times  and  has  been  studied  twice. 

A  study  relative  to  the  payment  of  over- 
time after  forty  hours  of  employment  or  those 
called  to  work  after  regular  work  day  hours. 
That  is  being  studied  in  our  department. 

Chapter  574  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  relating 
to  Housing  Authorities  and  their  relation  to 
the  Federal  Housing  Act.  I  want  to  call  your 
attention  to  Section  26T  of  that  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  Federation  of  Labor  in  1946 
and  we  felt  secure  that  when  we  received  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature  and  the  passage 
of  that  Section,  that  labor  was  safeguarded  as 
it  related  to  the  wages  paid,  and  the  social  se- 
curity provisions  of  the  Act.  Under  that  Act 
the  Commissioner  of  Labor  and  Industries  es- 
tablishes the  wage  scale  to  be  paid  to  the 
maintenance  forces  employed  by  the  Housing 
Authorities  in  the  cities  and  towns  throughout 
the  Commonwealth.  I  have  established  the 
wage  scale  for  39  Housing  Authorities  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Two  years  ago  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  refused  to  conform  to  the  wage  scales 
as  established  by  the  Commissioner  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Building  and  Construction  Trades 
Council.  We  have  gone  to  Court  on  this  by 
asking  for  a  declaratory  judgment  to  determine 
whether  the  Commissioner,  who  is  authorized 
by  the  Legislature  to  set  the  wages,  had  the 
authority  to  enforce  it.  We  have  had  every 
legal  road  block  thrown  in  our  path  since 
then.  The  Boston  Housing  Authority  through 
the  engagement  of  special  counsel,  have  pe- 
titioned three  times  for  motions  to  dismiss  our 
declaratory  judgment.  Judge  Pecce  in  two 
cases  dismissed  the  petition  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  and  Judge  Meagher  in  the 
Superior  Court  dismissed  the  petition  once. 
They  have  been  defeated  three  times  in  the 
attempt  to  stop  us  from  getting  an  opinion  of 
the  Court  as  to  the  authority  of  the  Commis- 
sioner in  this  instance. 

So  what  do  they  do  now?  They  are  using 
your  money,  taxpayers'  money,  to  go  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts — to  take  ex- 
ceptions to  the  rulings  made  by  the  two  Judges 
whose  names  I  just  mentioned.  I  think  you 
know  that  they  are  merely  delaying  tactics. 
That  is  all  it  is,  because  of  the  fact  that  it 
takes  from  a  year  or  two  years  before  you  are 
reached  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  I  suppose 
by  that  time,  however,  they  feel  that  the  matter 
will   die. 

However,  as  is  today,  we  have  filed  an  amend- 
ment to  Section  20T  which  will  be  a  department 
bill  amending  the  law  to  give  the  power  to  the 
Commissioner  as  he  has  in  setting  the  wages  on 
public  works  construction,  to  enforce  the  decrees 
and  the  wage  scales  established  by  him  for  Hous- 
ing Authority  employees. 

Another  subject  which  does  not  come  in  the 
Department,  however,  but  is  of  extreme  im- 
portance to  the  workers  of  Massachusetts  is 
Chapter  778  which  originally  came  out  with  the 
title  of  "An  Act  establishing  a  Health  and 
Welfare  and  Retirement  Fund  Board  and  Regu- 
lating such  Funds,"  which  originally  was  des- 
tined to  take  effect  on  October  1,  1958.  It  re- 
cently was  amended,  and  now  is  known  as 
Chapter  655  of  the  Acts  of  1958  and  has  the 
title  of  "An  Act  Requiring  the  Registration 
of  Health,  Welfare  and  Retirement  Trust 
Funds,    the    filing    of    Annual    Reports    by    the 
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Trustees  thereof,  and  relative  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  "Health  and  Welfare  and  Retire- 
ment Funds  Board."  Part  of  the  new  law  is 
effective  on  October  17,  1958  because  of  an 
emergency  preamble  to  the  bill.  But  Chapter 
151D  which  is  the  regulatory-  portion  of  the  Act 
becomes  effective  on  January  1,  1959  at  the 
same  time  that  the  so-called  Federal  Disclosure 
Act  becomes   effective. 

I  have  attempted  to  keep  abreast  of  all  of  the 
events  and  the  type  of  forms  and  the  methods 
of  reporting  which  will  be  required  under  this 
law.  The  Legislature  sometimes  in  its  judg- 
ment places  legislation  in  a  department  but  not 
under  the  control  of  the  department^  the  Com- 
missioner. In  this  instance  they  did  just  that — 
they  placed  it  in  the  Department  of  Labor  and 
Industries,  but  not  under  the  control  of  the 
Commissioner — and  established  a  board  of  three 
commissioners  consisting  of"  the  Commissioner 
of  Banks,  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance,  and 
a  Commissioner  of  Labor  and  Industries. 

One  thing  that  I  want  to  make  special  refer- 
ence to  is  that  under  the  original  proposal  and 
under  the  present  proposal  it  provides  for  an 
initial  registration  fee  of  $50  for  all  trust  funds 
that  come  under  the  Act,  and  then  an  annual 
filing  fee  of  $10  for  all  organizations.  The 
Act  only  affects  organizations  who  have  trust 
funds  or  who  have  contributory  forms  of  pen- 
sions or  other  funds  of  twenty-five  or  more 
members.  I  think  it  unfair  to  the  small  or- 
ganization— I  was  a  member  of  a  very  small 
organization — that  they  should  be  assessed  $50 
for  filing  when  other  organizations  with  a 
membership  of  15.000  members  only  are  forced 
to  pay  the  same  $50  registration  fee.  By  the 
same  token  I  think  it  unfair  that  the  small 
organization  from  twenty-five  members,  up. 
pay  an  annual  filing  fee  of  $10,  and  the  or- 
ganizations up  into  the  thousands — and  I  am 
not  excessive  when  I  say  that — should  only 
pay  a   $10   fee. 

We  have  made  a  survey — the  Commissioners 
in  the  six  states  that  have  adopted  similar  leg- 
islation— and  we  find  that  their  budgets  are  sky- 
rocketing because  of  the  amount  of  personnel 
necessary  to  register, — scrutinize  reports  that 
are  made  for  the  trust  funds  covering  Health 
and   Welfare  and  Retirement   Funds. 

In  the  last  session  of  the  Commission  I  rec- 
ommended that  there  be  a  $10  per  hundred 
filing  fee  and  registration  fee  up  to  a  thousand 
members.  That  would  be  $100  for  a  thousand- 
member  organization  and  $200  for  trust  with 
employee  participation  in  excess  of  one  thousand. 
They  received  it  favorably,  but  they  took  no 
action  on  it;  but  once  again  I  think  I  shall  press 
that  be  a  set  up  in  the  fees  based  on  the 
number   of   employees   participating   in   the   plan. 

The  original  budget  as  recommended  by  the 
three   Commissioners   was   $83,000. 

Now  I  think  that  the  trust  funds,  particularly 
that  are  going  to  receive  the  protection  of  the 
legislation  _  and  the  State,  should  at  least  bear 
some  portion  of  the  expense  contingent  upon 
the  administration  and  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  for  the  protection  of  the  workers  in  Massa- 
chusetts. I  think  that  that  should  receive  your 
consideration. 

In  this  connection,  I  recommend  for  con- 
sideration of  this  convention  and  the  Executive 
Council  that  they  arrange  a  conference  for  dis- 
cussion of  Federal  and  State  Legislation  on 
these  Disclosure  Acts  in  order  that  we  may  all 
be  informed  and  learn  of  these  requirements  in 
registration   and   filing. 

Now  you  may  be  interested  to  know  that  we 
are  not  functioning  in  Massachusetts.  We  have 
no  money.  We  cannot  make  any  commitments 
unless  we  have  the  money  that  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 
The  present  Legislature  adjourned  without  hav- 
ing submitted  to  them  a  supplementary  budget. 
We  couldn't  be  in  the  regular  budget  because  of 


the  fact  that  we  didn't  go  into  existence  until 
October   1,    1958. 

I  have  received  over  two  hundred  letters 
from  various  organizations  and  I  don't  know 
how  many  telephone  calls  asking  when  the  forms 
were  going  to  be  ready.  We  can't  even  make 
a  commitment  in  advance  to  a  printer  and  ask 
that  they  print  the  forms,  and  when  we  get 
the  money  in  the  budget  that  we  would  pay  the 
printer  for  the  expense  involved.  We  cannot 
make  any  commitment  until  we  have  the  money 
in  hand.  Of  course  the  law  provides  that  we 
can  extend  the  date  for  registration  and  filing, 
and  I  estimate  that  it  will  take  us  three  months 
to  organize  and  train  personnel  before  we  are 
ready  to  do  business.  We  will  have  to  have 
public  hearings  in  order  that  all  may  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  rules  and  regulations  es- 
tablished by  the  commission.  I  anticipate  that 
we  will  have  to  extend  the  time. 

One  other  thing  that  I  want  to  dwell  upon 
affects  the  printing  trades  particularly.  I  find 
that  the  Commission  on  Administration  and 
Finance,  which  is  the  purchasing  arm  of  our 
State,  has  requirements  for  printing  of  a  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year.  My 
department  is  vested  with  the  authority  to  de- 
termine the  wage  scales  that  must  prevail  on 
contracts  awarded  by  the  State  for  printing  and 
the  law  is  explicit.  We  receive  many  inquiries 
from  other  States  as  to  the  effect  of  the  law 
upon  the  industry.  It  provides  that  we  shall 
recognize  a  prevailing  rate  of  wage  and  the 
working  conditions  that  exist  in  collective  bar- 
gain  agreements   of   organized   employers. 

We  have  been  very  successful  up  to  the 
present  time.  We  have  one  firm  who  has  three 
different  organizations — an  independent  union, 
some  A.F.  of  L.  unions  and  a  C.I.O.  union  in 
one  particular  plant.  And  in  that  plant  we 
have  determined  wages  for  over  seven  hundred 
people.  They  do  not  pay  the  prevailing  scale  to 
one  group,  a  classified  group,  that  we  cannot 
approve  them  for  printing  contracts.  I  have 
received  a  great  deal  of  pressure  on  that  and  I 
know  that  the  printing  trades  will  back  me  up 
to  the  hilt  and  insist  that  the  law  be  observed 
in  its   entirety. 

One  more  word  in  conclusion.  As  a  trade  un- 
ionist the  coming  merger  of  your  American 
Federation  of  Labor  and  your  Congress  of  In- 
dustrial Organization  which  is  scheduled  to  take 
place  next  Saturday,  should  be  the  beginning  of 
a  new  era.  It  should  be  the  beginning  of  a 
solidified  labor  movement,  particularly  in  your 
efforts  to  secure  legislation.  It  will  eliminate 
the  duplication  of  effort  that  was  caused  by  the 
separation  of  the  organizations  before  and  will 
permit  you  to  have  a  spokesman  with  a  united 
front  behind  you — one  spokesman  speaking  your 
language,  seeking  legislation  on  the  grounds 
that  it  effects  all  of  the  workers  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

I  have  often  been  asked  before  groups  that  I 
appear  before,  why  does  the  labor  movement 
which  has  gained  such  momentum  in  increased 
membership,  continually  seek  legislative  Acts 
as  relates  to  wages,  hours  and  other  conditions 
of  employment.  My  answer  always  has  been 
that  it  is  the  proof  positive  that  the  labor  move- 
ment is  not  actuated  by  any  selfish  motives, 
that  they  are  seeking  to  uplift  those  who,  be- 
cause of  certain  conditions,  seasonal  industry, 
part  time  employment,  the  difficulty  in  organiz- 
ing a  industry  where  women  predominant,  by 
establishing  a  level  below  which  no  unfair  em- 
ployer may  go.  No  doubt  Ken  Kelley  has  re- 
ported to  you  the  success  attained  in  this  Legis- 
lature of  getting  for  the  first  time  a  new  state 
minimum  equal  with  the  Fair  Labor  Standards 
Acts  of  one  dollar  an  hour  and  90  cents  on  all 
wage  orders.  For  that  reason  I  am  glad  that 
the  labor  movement  is  to  be  united.  I  antici- 
pate  that  the   labor   movement  wouldn't   be   what 
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it  is  if  we  didn't  have  differences  of  opinion  in 
the  early  days  of  deliberations — that  is  to  be 
expected.  They  will  result,  no  doubt,  in  a  con- 
structive course,  an  action  that  will  be  for  the 
entire  benefit  of  the  labor  movement. 

I  am  going  to  be  in  Washington  Thursday 
and  Friday,  attending  the  twentieth  anniversary 
of  the  enactment  of  the  Fair  Labor  Standards 
Act,  a  celebration  that  is  sponsored  by  the 
A.F.L.-C.I.O.  and  the  Consumers  Council;  but 
I  tell  you  I  am  going  to  be  back  here  on  Satur- 
day to  see  this  merger  take  place — the  wedding 
of  the  two  major  organizations  in  Massachu- 
setts— and    good   luck   to   all   of   you. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Thank  you  Com- 
missioner Johnson  for  your  untiring  efforts  in 
helping  not  only  union  people  but  all  the  wage 
earners  of   Massachusetts. 

Delegate  McGrath  (Chairman  of  the  Rules 
Committee)  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates  the 
following   rules  have  been   submitted: 

1.  At  the  opening  of  the  convention  the  Presi- 
dent shall  take  the  Chair,  call  the  convention 
to  order  and  the  Secretary  shall  read  the  Call. 
The  President  shall  administer  the  oath  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  purchase  and  promotion  of  goods 
bearing  union  label  cards,  buttons  or  other  in- 
signia showing  they  are  produced  under  condi- 
tions satisfactory  to  members  of  unions  affiliated 
with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

2.  A  roll  call  shall  be  taken  upon  any  ques- 
tion before  the  convention  upon  demand  of 
twenty-five   delegates. 

3.  75  delegates  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for 
the    transaction    of    business. 

4.  All  resolutions,  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution or  grievances  to  be  considered  by  the 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  must  be  submitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer in  writing  in  triplicate  copies 
and  must  bear  the  signature  of  an  affiliated  un- 
ion or  an  accredited  delegate  to  the  Convention. 

Resolutions,  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
or  grievances  to  be  considered  by  the  Convention 
must  be  received  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  at 
headquarters  30  days  immediately  preceding  the 
opening  of  the  Convention.  Resolutions,  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  or  grievances,  received 
or  submitted  after  the  time  hereinbefore  stipu- 
lated must  obtain  a  majority  vote  of  the  dele- 
gates present  to  be  admitted.  Resolutions,  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  or  grievances, 
received  or  submitted  after  the  closing  session 
of  the  2nd  day  of  the  Convention  must  receive 
a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  delegates  present  to  be 
admitted. 

5.  The  sessions  of  the  Convention  shall  be 
held  between  the  hours  of  9:30  a.m.  and  12  m. 
and  from  2  to  5  p.m.,  except  that  on  the  open- 
ing day  the  session  shall  convene  at  10  a.m. 
The  afternoon  session  of  the  first  or  second  day 
of  the  Convention  as  designated  by  the  Execu- 
tive Council  in  conjunction  with  the  local  Con- 
vention Committee  shall  be  given  over  to  enter- 
tainment. On  the  succeeding  days,  the  Conven- 
tion will  devote  its  entire  time  to  the  business 
of  the  Convention. 

5A.  Announcements  concerning  caucuses  to  be 
held  during  the  time  the  Convention  is  in  ses- 
sion may  not  be  made  either  by  the  Chairman 
or  any  delegate. 

6.  Any  member  rising  to  speak  shall,  after 
being  recognized  by  the  Chair,  give  his  name, 
the  name  and  number  of  the  local  he  represents 
and   the   location   of  the   same. 

7.  The  limitation  of  debate  on  all  questions 
shall  be  five  minutes,  subject  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Chair.  No  delegate  shall  be  permitted  to 
speak  more  than  twice  on  any  one  question 
without  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Convention. 

8.  After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  presiding 
officer,  or  read,  it  may  be  withdrawn  by  the 
mover,  at  any  time  previous  to  the  amendment 
or  final  decision,  by  consent  of  the   Convention. 


9.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  mo- 
tion shall  be  received  but  to  adjourn;  to  lay  on 
the  table;  for  the  previous  question;  to  post- 
pone to  a  certain  day;  to  commit;  or  to  amend 
— which  several  motions  shall  have  precedence 
in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  arranged.  The 
first  three  shall  not  be  amended  and  shall  be 
decided  without  debate;  a  two-thirds  vote  being 
necessary  to  carry  a  motion  for  the  previous 
question. 

10.  Any  amendment  or  resolution  properly 
introduced  cannot  be  laid  on  the  table  until  the 
introducer  of  such  amendment  or  resolution  has 
had  an  opportunity  to   speak. 

11.  When  a  motion  or  question  has  once  been 
put  and  carried,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any 
member  who  voted  in  the  majority  to  move  for 
a  reconsideration  thereof;  but  a  motion  to  re- 
consider, having  been  put  and  lost,  shall  not  be 
renewed. 

12.  Nominations  of  officers  shall  be  the  first 
order  of  business  at  the  Thursday  afternoon 
session  of  the  Convention. 

13.  Election  of  officers  shall  be  held  immedi- 
ately on  the  opening  of  the  Friday  afternoon 
session  of  the  Convention  unless  sooner  reached 
when  a  roll  call  of  delegates  shall  be  called  for 
the  delegation  to  receive,  mark  and  deposit  their 
ballots. 

14.  A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  must  re- 
ceive the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  and  shall  be  decided  without  de- 
bate. 

15.  The  rules  of  one  Convention  shall  remain 
in  force  until  the  Committee  on  Rules  shall  re- 
port at  the  next  Convention  and  the  report  be 
accepted. 

16.  Roberts'  Manual  shall  be  the  recognized 
authority  on  all  questions  not  provided  in  these 
laws. 

Order  of  Business 

1.  Roll   Call  of  Delegates. 

2.  Reading  of  Minutes. 

3.  Report  of  Special    Committees. 

4.  Report  of  Standing    Committees. 

5.  Unfinished  Business. 

6.  New   Business. 

7.  Good   of   the   Federation. 

8.  Adjournment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  that  is  the  report  of  the  Rules 
Committee,  and  I  move  for  the  adoption  of  the 
rules   as   read. 

Vice  President  Loughlin :  You  have  heard  the 
rules  read  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Rules  Com- 
mittee. All  in  favor?  Opposed?  It  is  a  vote  and 
so   ordered. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  It  is  moved  that 
the  committee  be  discharged  and  I  want  to 
thank  them  for  their  efforts.  All  in  favor?  Op- 
posed?    It    is   a   vote   and    so   ordered. 

Thomas  Burns,  Acting  President,  Boston  Cen- 
tral Labor  Union. 

THOMAS  BURNS 

Acting   President,   Boston   Central 

Labor  Union 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  As  the  Chair- 
man said,  I  am  the  present  President  of  the 
old  Boston  Central  Labor  Union.  I  might  even 
say  I  am  only  perhaps  pro  tem,  because  I  am 
really  finishing  an  unexpired  term  of  one  of  the 
best  Presidents  that  I  think  the  Boston  Central 
Labor  Union  ever  had,  Tom  Healey  of  the 
Teamsters  organization.  I  know  that  if  Tom 
Healey  were  still  in  the  Chair,  he  would  do 
what  I  am  going  to  do — that  is  to  bring  you  the 
greetings  and  salutations  of  the  Boston  Central 
Labor  Union,  the  old  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union  because  I  know  it  is  one  of  the  oldest 
Central   Labor  bodies   in  the  country. 

Saturday  when  the  merger  is  consummated  I 
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really  hope  and  trust  that  with  a  perfect  har- 
mony that  this  new  merger  of  the  A.F.L.-C.I.O. 
will  go  on  and  on  and  turn  out  to  be  one  of 
the  best  and  greatest  labor  organizations  in  the 
country.  That  is  my  greeting  from  the  old 
Boston  Central  Labor  Union.    Thank  you. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Thank  you,  Brother 
Burns.     May  I   present  this   guest  badge  to  you. 

Our  Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative  Agent, 
Kenneth   Kelley   has   some   announcements. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman 
and  delegates.  It  now  develops  that  some  of 
the  people  who  were  appointed  to  committees 
are  not  delegates  to  this  convention,  for  that 
reason  the  following  changes  are  being  made,  on 
the  committee  on  Secretary-Treasurer-Legisla- 
tive Agent's  Report,  Lawrence  Sullivan,  Ma- 
chinist Local  264,  is  appointed  in  place  of  David 
McSweeney  from  the  same  organization;  added 
to  the  Committee  on  Secretary-Treasurer-Leg- 
islative Agent's  Report  is  James  P.  Meade, 
State,  County  and  Municipal  Employees  Local 
1134;  on  the  Committee  on  Union  Labels  Ed- 
ward McDonald  is  replaced  by  Consuelo  Morgan 
of    Electrical    Workers    Local    1505. 

May  _  I  point  out  that  some  delegates  who 
in  previous  years  served  upon  Convention  Com- 
mittees did  not  send  their  credentials  in  until 
the  last  couple  of  days  or  brought  them  here 
this  morning.  Most  of  these  committees  had  to 
be  appointed  by  President  Callahan  last  Friday. 
So  if  there  is  any  delegate  who  is  wondering 
why  he  has  not  been  re-appointed  to  a  conven- 
tion committee,  it  is  because  of  late  filed  cre- 
dentials. 

The  three  remaining  committees  will  be  an- 
nounced shortly  the  reason  for  the  delay  is  that 
we  want  to  make  sure  that  those  being  consid- 
ered are  actually  delegates  and  present  at  the 
Convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  The  Chair  now 
recognizes    Martin    Casey. 

Delegate  Casey:  Mr.  Chairman,  we  got  off  to 
a  fairly  good  start  on  the  union  label  exhibit 
but  I  believe  there  are  other  organizations  that 
have  something  to  bring  in.  We  will  have  the 
drawing  sometime  Friday.  Will  the  Committee 
on  Union  Label  kindly  meet  here  on  adjourn- 
ment. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Will  the  delegate 
please  state  his  name  and  local. 

Delegate  Lally  (Bricklayers) :  Do  I  under- 
stand the  report  of  the  rules  correctly  that  no 
announcement  of  caucuses  will  be  allowed  from 
the    floor? 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  I  will  have  to  check 
the   rules. 

Delegate  Lally:  While  you  are  checking  them 
I  would  like  to  make  an  announcement  that  the 
Mass.  State  Building  Trades  will  hold  a  caucus 
tomorrow  morning  in  the  Regency   Ballroom. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Will  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  please  notify  Chairman  Donnelly  of 
the  Resolutions  Committee  to  come  to  the  stage. 

While  we  are  waiting  for  Delegate  Donnelly 
and  his  committee,  Secretary  Kelley  will  read 
additional    resolutions. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  dele- 
gates, four  additional  resolutions  have  been  re- 
ceived and  under  the  rules  they  require  a  ma- 
jority vote  for  admission  and  referral  to  the 
proper   committee. 

(Resolutions  Nos.  28  and  29,  30  and  31  were 
read.) 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  It  is  moved  that 
the  resolutions  be  admitted  under  a  majority 
vote.  All  in  favor?  Opposed?  It  is  a  vote  and 
so  ordered. 

Will  the  delegates  in  the  rear  of  the  hall 
please  take  seats  as  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions  is   prepared  to  bring  in   its   reports. 

The  Chair  recognizes  the  acting  Chairman, 
Joseph  L.  McCarthy,  Building  Service,  Local 
254,   Boston. 


Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman  and  dele- 
gates, all  of  you  have  the  printed  copy  of  the 
resolutions  in  front  of  you,  we  are  reading 
from  the  printed  copy  and  will  read  only  the 
resolve  and   the   action   of   your   committee. 

(Resolution    No.    1.) 

Mr.  Chairman,  your  committee  concurs  in 
this  resolution  and  I  move  that  the  action  of 
the    committee   be   the   action    of   the   convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Action  comes  on 
concurrence  with  the  committee  report.  All  in 
favor?     Opposed?     It  is   a  vote  and   so  ordered. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  2 

Observance  of  Sundays  and 

Holidays 

Whereas:  The  alarming  trend  of  "business" 
as  usual"  as  it  is  being  practiced  by  many 
business  houses  all  over  the  state  on  many  of 
our  traditional  holidays,  is  a  practice  which 
should  be  curbed  by  strong  opposition  by  as 
much  of  the  public  as  can  be  aroused  to  the 
danger. 

Whereas:  The  practice  of  opening  for  busi- 
ness began  with  the  lesser  holidays  and  has 
widened  to  include  some  of  the  important  tradi- 
tional holidays,  and 

Whereas:  The  number  and  types  of  business 
establishments  now  opening  for  business  on  the 
holidays  is  constantly  increasing,  and 

Whereas:  The  trend,  if  unchecked,  will  soon 
include  Sundays,  Memorial  Day,  Thanksgiving 
Day,  New  Year's  Day  and  ultimately,  Christmas 
Day,   and 

Whereas:  Many  of  the  important  gains  which 
organized  labor  fought  for  and  sacrificed  for 
will  be   irretrievably   lost,   and 

Whereas:  This  resolution  is  not  directed  to- 
ward drug  stores,  theatres,  ball  parks  and  other 
businesses  which,  through  long  established  cus- 
tom, have  been  permitted  to  operate  on  holidays, 
therefore  Be  it  Resolved  that  the  Convention  of 
the  AFL-CIO  make  strong  representation  to  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  to  ban  busi- 
nesses operating  at  any  time  on  Sundays  and 
holidays  by  imposing  penalties  so  severe  for 
violations  that  it  will  be  economically  unsound 
for  these  businesses  to  operate  on  those  days, 
Be  it  Further  Resolved  that  the  AFL-CIO  in- 
form all  its  members  of  this  action  and  ask 
their  support  by  non-patronage  of  all  businesses 
that  defy  the  law  and  remain  open  on  Sundays 
and    holidays. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Harold  A.  Phelps, 
Boston  Typographical  Union,  Local  #13,  Bos- 
ton.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman,  your  com- 
mittee concurs  in  this  resolution  and  I  move  you, 
sir,  that  the  action  of  the  committee  be  the  ac- 
tion of  the  convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin :  Action  comes  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution.  All  in  favor?  Op- 
posed?   It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

RESOLUTION  NO.   3 
Federation  Support  of 
Teachers'  Legislation 

Whereas:  The  unionized  teacher  movement 
draws  its  strength  and  unique  effectiveness  on 
behalf  of  its  teacher  membership  and  all  teachers 
from  its  labor  affiliation,  and 

Whereas:  Without  the  backing  and  generous 
support  of  local  central  bodies  and  individual 
unions  throughout  the  state,  organized  teachers 
could  not  have  assumed  the  strong  position  they 
have  on  salary  matters,  teacher  working  condi- 
tions, school  discipline,  academic  standards  and 
other  issues  of  continuing  concern  to  better 
education   in   the   state,    and 

Whereas:  The  increase  of  17%  in  teacher 
union   membership   in   the  past  year  is   attributa- 
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able,  as  well,  to  the  dramatic  success  of  the  labor 
sponsored  teacher   legislative  program,   and 

Whereas:  Direct  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor  sponsorship  resulted  in  the  passage  of 
the  Bill  of  Rights  for  Public  Employees;  it 
now  outlaws  discrimination  against  union  teach- 
ers and  opens  the  way  for  a  much  more  pre- 
missive    climate,    favorable   to    organization,    and 

Whereas:  Massachusetts  Federation  of  La- 
bor support  for  the  Union  Teacher  bill,  greatly 
strengthening  the  Teacher  Tenure  Law,  aided 
in  its  passage;  this  also  improves  the  climate 
in  which  teachers  freely  choose  the  organization 
to   represent   them,    and 

Whereas:  The  effectiveness,  dignity  and 
tenacious  conduct  of  this  legislative  effort  is 
attributable  to  Kenneth  J.  Kelley,  Sec.-Treas. 
and  Legislative  Representative  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  teacher  unionists  in  the 
state  express  their  deep  indebtedness  to  fellow 
trade  unionists  for  the  unselfish  and  consistent 
support  which  they  have  given  to  locals  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Teachers,  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  go  on  record 
as  commending  Kenneth  J.  Kelley  for  his  in- 
comparable service  as  Legislative  Representative 
through  the  years.  We  urge  this  on  behalf  of 
our  own  Organization  and  on  behalf  of  all 
working  people  throughout  the  state. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Jasper  Grassa,  Teach- 
ers Union,  Local   1037,  Lynn.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Your  committee  concurs 
in  this  resolution  and  I  move  you  that  the 
action  of  the  committee  be  the  action  of  the 
convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Action  comes  on 
concurrence  of  the  committee  report.  Are  there 
any  remarks?  All  in  favor?  Opposed?  It  is  a 
vote  and   so  ordered. 

RESOLUTION  NO.   4 

Duty-Free   Lunch    Period   for 

Teachers 

Whereas:  A  duty-free  lunch  period  is  a 
simple  dictate  of  health,  necessity,  and  comfort 
as  well  as  a  mental  and  physical  renewal,  and 

Whereas:  Teachers  should  have  the  right  to 
the  basic  amenities  which  other  citizens  enjoy, 
and 

Whereas:  In  most  states  including  Massachu- 
setts, under  present  law,  the  time  and  con- 
tinuity of  the  teachers  lunch  period  is  not  ade- 
quately defined,   and 

Whereas:  Teachers  are  in  many  instances 
subjected  to  broken  lunch  periods,  lunch  periods 
at  unreasonable  hours,  and  no  lunch  period  free 
of   supervision   duties,   and 

Whereas :  This  situation  is  detrimental  to 
teacher  health  and  morale  as  well  as  to  the  best 
education  for  the  child;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  encourage  member  locals  to  work 
with  Teacher  Unions  to  persuade  local  school 
committees  to  guarantee  teachers  a  duty-free 
lunch  period  consistent  with  practice  in  private 
employment. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Berthe  Desmarais, 
Teachers   Union,   Local   495,   Lowell.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman,  your 
committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  I  move 
you,  sir,  the  action  of  the  committee  be  the 
action    of   the   convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Action  comes  on 
concurrence.  Are  there  any  remarks?  All  in 
favor?    Opposed?     It  is  a  vote  and   so  ordered. 


RESOLUTION  NO.   5 

Resolution  for   Safety   Features 

on    Rapid    Transit    Lines 

Whereas:  The  safety  of  the  riding  public  is 
of  paramount  concern  to  the  people  in  the  com- 
munity,  and 

Whereas:  The  safety  features  for  Rapid 
Transit  trains  should  be  protective  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  riding  public,   and 

Whereas:  There  has  been  an  extensive  in- 
vestigation by  the  parties  involved  and  as  a 
result  of  this  investigation,  the  Legislature  in 
1935  passed  section  91a  of  Chapter  161  of  the 
General  Laws  to  protect  the  safety  of  the  riding 
public,    and 

Whereas:  There  is  currently  a  movement  to 
reduce  the  safety  protection  of  the  riding  public; 
therefore   be   it 

Resolved:  That  this  convention  hereby  op- 
pose any  bills  in  the  Legislature,  movements, 
or  otber  measures  to  repeal,  amend  or  other- 
wise reduce  the  effectiveness  of  section  91a  of 
Chapter  161  of  the  General  Laws,  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved:  That  this  convention  advise  the 
merged  organization  of  the  State  AFL  and 
CIO  to  take  all  steps  necessary  to  oppose  any 
repeal  or  weakening  of  section  91a  of  Chapter 
161. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Michael  J.  Gormley, 
George  O'Brien,  Thomas  J.  Rush  and  others, 
Carmen's    Union    Local    589,    Boston.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman,  your 
committee  concurs  in  this  resolution.  I  move 
you,  sir,  the  action  of  the  committee  be  the  ac- 
tion  of   the   convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Action  comes,  con- 
currence of  the  committee  report.  Any  re- 
marks? All  in  favor?  Opposed?  It  is  a  vote 
and   so  ordered. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  6 

Protection      against      Encroachment      of 

Seniority     and     Promotion     in     the 

State  Civil  Service 

Whereas:  The  American  Federation  of  Labor 
has  always  supported  and  approved  the  ideal  of 
an  efficient  and  devoted  public  service,  staffed 
by  properly  qualified  and  adequately  compen- 
sated  career   personnel,   and 

Whereas:  The  American  Federation  of  Labor 
views  with  concern  and  disapproval  the  multi 
plying  in  recent  years  of  ingenious  devices  de- 
signed to  evade,  to  circumvent,  to  stultify  the 
spirit,  the  intent,  the  philosophy  animating  our 
ancient  and  excellent  civil  service  laws,  and  to 
pervert  the  application  of  these  laws;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved:  That  (1)  we  deplore  the  realloca- 
tions of  salary  schedules  for  State  employees 
which,  in  recent  years,  have  provided  favored 
groups  with  large  increases,  while  thousands 
received  little  or  nothing,  and  we  condemn  the 
scrambling  of  promotional  eligibilities  as  well 
as  the  structural  inequities  which  invariably 
result  from  these  reallocations.  We  urge  legis- 
lators not  to  evade  their  responsibilities  for 
proper  compensation  of  all  State  employees  by 
use  of  these  reallocation  devices,  and  call  upon 
the  General  Court  to  enact  a  proper  and  reason- 
able increase  for  State  employees  who  have  not 
had    such   an   increase   in    years. 

(2)  We  deplore  the  growing  practice  of  hold- 
ing entrance  examinations  at  increasingly  higher 
levels,  to  the  injury  of  departmental  personnel, 
who  look  to  departmental  promotional  examina- 
tions as  their  only  source  of  advancement  in  a 
career    service. 

(3)  We  demand  that  promotional  examina- 
tions be  scheduled  with  reasonable  promptness 
when    openings   are   unfilled,    or   held    on   a   tem- 
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porary  basis,  and  call  for  stricter  policing  of 
the  so-calfed  temporary  transfer  basis,  and  call 
for  stricter  policing  of  the  so-called  temporary 
transfer  provisions  of  the  Civil  Service  Law,  so 
as  not  to  permit  unduly  protracted  temporary 
promotions. 

(4)  We  condemn  unreservedly  the  practice  of 
"freezing  in"  persons  to  existing  positions  by 
special    legislation. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  M.  Alice  Delaney, 
AFSC&ME,    Local   164,   Boston.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Your  committee  con- 
curs in  this  resolution.  I  move  you,  sir,  that 
the  action  of  the  committee  be  the  action  of  the 
convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Action  now  comes 
on  concurrence  of  the  committee's  report.  Are 
there   any    remarks  ? 

Delegate  DiCesare:  (Velia  DiCesare, 
AFSC&ME,  164,  Boston.)  I  would  like  to  add 
a  few  remarks  on  this  resolution.  We  State 
employees  don't  like  reclassifications  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  a  general  pay  raise,  because  prac- 
tical experience  has  shown  that  only  those  in 
the  higher  grades  get  generous  increases  and 
rank  and  file  get  little  or  nothing.  We  strongly 
urge  that  you  adopt  this  resolution  because 
State  employees  have  not  had  a  general  pay 
raise  since  1951.  Secondly,  and  the  last  point  I 
would  like  to  make,  is  that  we  condemn  the 
practice  of  the  Legislature  in  passing  bills  which 
freeze  individuals  into  existing  positions  in  the 
State  service.  This  is  making  a  mockery  of 
Civil  Service  Laws  and  we  heartily  encourage 
everyone  here  to  adopt  Resolution  No.  6.  Thank 
you. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Are  there  any 
further  remmarks?  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question?  All  in  favor?  Opposed?  It  is  a  vote 
and   so   ordered. 

RESOLUTION  NO.   7 

Opposition    to    Integration    of    Police 

and  Fire  Departments 

Whereas :  The  science  of  police  work  and 
the  modern  technical  and  scientific  training  of 
the  professional  fire  fighters  are  two  separate 
and  distinct  branches  of  modern  security  and 
should  not  be  tied  together  except  as  a  coopera- 
tive effort  in  the  prevention  of  fire  and  crime; 
and 

Whereas:  It  is  conceded  by  all  the  experts 
in  the  field  of  firefighting  that  a  fully  qualified 
fire  fighter  becomes  so  only  after  years  of 
training   and  experience,   and 

Whereas:  False  and  misleading  information 
is  being  disseminated  concerning  increased 
efficiency  and  improved  public  safety  with  less 
expenditure  by  integrating  or  combining  police 
and   fire    service,    and 

Whereas:  The  practice  of  integrating  Police 
and  Fire  Departments  has  been  tried  in  some 
communities  for  a  period  of  time  and  in  the  end 
proved  to   be   a   dismal   failure,    and 

Whereas:  Despite  the  concerted  efforts  of 
the  I.A.F.F.  to  combat  Fire  and  Police  integra- 
tion, the  problem  still  remains;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Mass.  Federation  of 
Labor,  while  assembled  in  a  duly  constituted 
meeting  or  convention,  support  their  fellow  trade 
union  members  vigorously  in  their  effort  to 
oppose  the  encroachment  of  job  requirements  and 
classifications  by  combining  fire  and  police  serv- 
ices  in   the   communities. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Robert  A.  Lalumiere, 
Fire   Fighters.    Local    1011,    Haverhill.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman,  your 
committee  concurs  in  this  resolution.  I  move 
you,  sir,  the  action  of  the  committee  be  the 
action    of   the   convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin :  Action  comes  on 
concurrence.  Are  there  any  remarks?  All  in 
favor?     Opposed?     It  is   a   vote   and   so   ordered. 


RESOLUTION  NO.  8 

Single    Salary    Schedule    for 

Teachers 

Whereas:  It  is  a  sound  educational  principle 
that  all  levels  in  the  teaching  and  training  of  the 
child   are   of   equal   importance,   and 

Whereas:  Teaching  at  any  level  requires 
professional  skill  gained  through  training  and 
experience,    and 

Whereas:  A  salary  schedule  which  differ- 
entiates among  teachers  of  equal  training  and 
experience  is  a  divisive  and  deterrent  force  in 
Leacher  organizational  and  collective  bargaining 
progress,    and 

Whereas :  A  preparational  salary  schedule 
is  the  only  positive  approach  to  the  encourage- 
ment and  advancement  of  all  teachers;  there- 
fore  be    it 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor  articulate  as  its  policy  the  belief  that 
all  teaching  salaries  should  be  based  on  training 
and  experience  as  reflected  in  the  single  salary 
schedule. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Arthur  Hartin,  Teach- 
ers  Union,    Local   66,    Boston.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman,  your 
committee  concurs  in  this  resolution.  I  move 
you  the  action  of  the  committee  be  the  action 
of  the   convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin :  You  heard  the 
committee  report.  Action  comes  on  concur- 
rence. Any  remarks?  All  in  favor?  Opposed? 
It   is    a   vote   and    so   ordered. 

RESOLUTION  NO.   9 
Federal  Aid  to   Education 

Whereas:  America  is  reawakening  to  the 
dependence  of  this  nation  upon  its  educational 
system,   and 

Whereas:  From  this  national  dependence 
stems  a  national  responsibility  for  financial 
support  of  public   education;   therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  reaffirm  the 
position  of  the  AFL-CIO  in  support  of  federal 
aid  to  education  and  continue  to  press  for  an 
adequate  program  of  not  less  than  two  billion 
dollars  a  year  with  which  to  implement  this 
program. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Jasper  T.  Grassa, 
Teachers  Union,   Local   1037,   Ljnn.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman,  your 
committee  concurs  in  this  resolution.  I  move 
you,  sir,  that  the  action  of  the  committee  be 
the  action   of  the   convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin :  Action  comes  on 
concurrence  with  the  committee's  report.  Are 
there  any  remarks?  All  in  favor?  Opposed? 
It    is    a   vote   and    so   ordered. 

RESOLUTION  NO.   10 
Enforcement   of  Liquor   Control  Act 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  Legislature  has 
established  "The  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control 
Commission,"   and 

Whereas:  A  primary  function  of  this  Com- 
mission is  to  enforce  the  laws  and  regulations 
governing  the  sale  of  alcoholic  beverages  in  the 
Commonwealth    of    Massachusetts,    and 

Whereas:  Said  Commission  has  been  notori- 
ously  lax   in   its   enforcement   policies,    and 

Whereas:  This  lack  of  enforcement  has  cre- 
ated a  great  hardship  upon  members  of  organized 
labor  by  causing  them  to  suffer  loss  of  income, 
now  therefore   be   it 

Resolved:  That  the  delegates  to  this  72nd 
Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  urge  the  Legislature  to  instruct  the  Alco- 
holic Beverages  Control  Commission  to  fulfill 
its   responsibilities,   and  be   it   further 

Resolved:      That    the    Massachusetts    Legisla- 
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ture  establish  a  committee  to  study  the  activities 
of  the  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control  Commission 
in  order  to  make  certain  that  the  Commission 
follows   its   instructions. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Lawrence  Cohen  and 
Joseph  M.  Griffin,  Distillery  Workers  Union, 
Local   8,    Boston.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman,  your 
committee  concurs  in  this  resolution.  I  move 
you,  sir,  that  the  action  of  your  committee  be 
the  action  of  this  convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Action  comes  on 
concurrence  with  the  committee's  report.  Are 
there  any  remarks?  All  in  favor?  Opposed? 
It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

RESOLUTION  NO.   12 
Minimum    Standards    for    Barbers 

Whereas:  Because  of  the  personal  service  of 
a  barber  to  his  patrons,  through  the  contact  of 
tools  and  instruments,  the  possibility  of  infec- 
tion and  the  spread  of  infection,  even  to  epi- 
demic  proportions,   exists,   and 

Whereas:  For  the  proper  protection  of  the 
patrons  of  barber  shops  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  from  the  dangers  of  such  in- 
fections, it  is  necessary  that  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  'Registra- 
tion of  Barbers  be  strictly  enforced  in  order 
to  make  this  possible,  therefore  necessitating  that 
inspectors  from  the  Barbers  Board  make  fre- 
quent inspections  of  all  barber  shops  in  the 
Commonwealth  during  the  hours  that  barber 
shops  are  open  for  business,  and 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Associa- 
tion of  Journeymen  Barbers,  Hairdressers,  Cos- 
metologists &  Proprietors  International  Union 
have  filed  with  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  a 
Bill  known  as  the  Barber  Standards  Bill  which 
would  guarantee  to  the  public  this  vitally 
needed  protection,  which  proposed  Bill  is  incor- 
porated   in   this    Resolution, 

"Amendment  to  Barbers  License  Laws 
Notwithstanding  any  other  laws  to  the 
contrary,  said  Board  shall  have  power  to 
declare  and  establish  within  a  city  or  town, 
by  official  order  or  regulation,  the  days  and 
hours  when  all  the  barber  shops  in  said  city 
or  town  may  remain  open  for  business. 
Before  acting,  the  Board  shall  determine  by 
investigation  and  public  hearing  after  notice, 
whether  its  suggested  schedules  are  reason- 
able and  sufficient  to  enable  barber  shops  in 
such  city  or  town  to  operate  in  keeping 
with  the  purposes  of  this  section  in  mini- 
mizing the  danger  to  public  health  and 
safety  incident  to  such  work.  In  determin- 
ing reasonable  schedules,  the  Board  shall 
take  into  consideration  other  facts  and 
conditions  affecting  the  barber  profession  in 
its  regulations  to  the  public  health  and 
safety.  Such  schedules  may  be  changed  and 
varied  from  time  to  time  after  notice  and 
hearing  by  the  Board." 

Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  assembled  in  Convention 
at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  December  3rd,  4th, 
and  Sth,  1958,  go  on  record  as  endorsing  the 
proposed  legislation  of  the  Journeymen  Barbers 
Union,  in  order  to  insure  to  its  members  and 
all  of  the  residents  of  Massachusetts  proper 
health  protection,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  such  action  be  referred  to 
the  Merger  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts 
AFL  and  CIO  for  concurrence. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Anthony  Pelullo,  Local 
284,  Journeymen  Barbers  Union,  Fitchburg, 
Mass.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman,  your 
committee  concurs  in  this  resolution.  I  move 
you,  sir,  that  the  action  of  the  committee  be 
the   action   of   the   convention. 


Vice  President  Loughlin:  Action  comes  on 
concurrence.  Are  there  any  remarks?  All  in  fa- 
vor?   Opposed?    It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Resolution  No.  11  has  been  referred  to  the 
Union  Label  Committee. 

RESOLUTION  NO.   13 
Merit   Rating   of   School   Teachers 

Whereas:  There  is  a  growing  tendency  on 
the  part  of  school  boards  to  include  merit  rating 
factors    in    determining    a    teacher's    salary,    and 

Whereas:  Merit  rating  plans  create  a  false 
salary  maximum  which  few  teachers  will  ever 
attain,   and 

Whereas:  Rating  plans  are  of  necessity  based 
on  the  subjective  judgment  of  administration, 
into  which  personalities  and  pressures  are  cer- 
tain to  enter,   and 

Whereas:  Merit  rating  weakens  teacher  ten- 
ure, threatens  academic  freedom  and  places  the 
teacher  in  the  position  of  bargaining  individually 
with    administration,    and 

Whereas:  Parents  understandably  object  to 
having  their  children  taught  by  teachers  branded 
as   inferior,   and 

Whereas:  Merit  rating  condones  the  employ- 
ment of  not  fully  qualified  teachers  and  offers 
nothing  to  improve  the  quality  of  instructors  in 
the  classroom,  and 

Whereas:  In  many  instances  merit  rating 
has  greatly  damaged  the  morale  of  teaching 
personnel ;   therefore   be   it 

Resolved :  That  the  Mass.  Federation  of 
Labor  oppose  "merit  rating,"  as  a  means  of 
rewarding  a  few,  in  any  salary  schedule.  Such 
a  procedure  is  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of 
public   education. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Raymond  Izzo,  Teach- 
ers  Union,    Local   1300,    Somerville.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman,  your 
committee  concurs  in  this  resolution.  I  move 
you,  sir,  that  the  action  of  the  committee  be  the 
action   of  the  convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Action  comes  on 
concurrence  with  the  committee's  report.  All 
in  favor?  Opposed?  It  is  a  vote  and  so  or- 
dered. 

RESOLUTION  NO.   14 

Anti-Labor  Practices  in  the 
Building  Industry 

Whereas:  The  U.  S.  Post  Office  Department 
is  renting  through  a  lease — space  or  a  portion 
of  new  buildings  that  does  not  come  under  the 
Davis-Bacon  Act,   and 

Whereas:  Several  types  of  new  buildings 
have  been  erected  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  for  use  of  Post  Offices,  and  for 
several  years  the  Massachusetts  Building  and 
Construction  Trades  Council,  including  the 
Boston  Building  Trades  Council,  has  tried  to 
correct  the  financial  character,  which  is  not  in 
accord   with   any  act,   and 

Whereas:  It  has  been  pointed  out,  that 
through  the  Department's  Regional  Office  in 
Boston  that  whoever  may  be  the  successful 
bidders  to  build  a  new  Swampscott  building,  that 
the  Postal  Department  \vill  require  4500  sq.  ft., 
this  is  taken  into  consideration  on  a  lease-space 
plan,  and 

Whereas:  There  has  recently  been  a  News- 
paper report,  that  the  Post  Office  Department 
will  in  the  near  future  advertise  for  bids  for 
over   100  new  Post  Offices,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  due  to  the  lack  of  covering 
legislation,  the  Federal  Government  becomes  an 
innocent  accessory  to  the  anti-labor  practices  in 
the  building  industry,  and   be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  the  original  Davis-Bacon  Act 
reinforced  the  basic  principle,  that  the  prevailing 
wage  paid  to  construction  mechanics  and  labor- 
ers,   should  be  the   standard  wage   paid  on    con- 
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struction  that  comes  within  the  lease-space  by 
the    Post    Office   Department,    and   be    it    further 

Resolved:  That  immediate  action  of  this  Con- 
vention, should  place  this  matter  before  Richard 
J.  Gray,  President  of  the  Building  Trades  De- 
partment, for  legislation  in  the  coming  session 
of  the  Congress  and  copies  of  this  resolution 
to  be  sent  to  both  Senators,  and  the  members 
of  Congress,  and  to  the  Massachusetts  State 
Federation  of  Labor,  for  their  Convention  De- 
cember  3-4-5,    1958. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Neil  MacKenzie, 
Massachusetts  State  Conference,  Bricklayers, 
Masons  &  Plasterers.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman,  your 
committee  concurs  in  this  resolution.  I  move 
you,  sir,  that  the  action  of  the  committee  be 
the  action   of  the   convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Action  comes  on 
concurrence  with  the  committee's  report.  Any 
remarks?  All  in  favor?  Opposed?  It  is  a 
vote   and    so    ordered. 

RESOLUTION  NO.    15 
Length  of  School  Day 

Whereas:  Local  school  committees,  respond- 
ing to  a  directive  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Education,  have  taken  action  to  add  from  15 
to  45  minutes  to  the  length  of  the  school  day, 
and 

Whereas:  The  directive  itself  appears  to  be 
based  on  conclusions  which  the  study  on  length 
of  school  day  conducted  by  the  Education  Depart- 
ment's own  Research  Division  does  not  support, 
and 

Whereas :  School  Committees  have  offered 
no  rationalization  for  their  action  apart  from 
a  reference  to  the  Commissioner's  communica- 
tion on  the  subject,  and 

Whereas :  From  all  observers  can  tell,  the 
action  is  taken  for  the  sake  of  adding  time  to 
the  day  and/or  for  political  reasons  without  any 
educational  goal  clearly  in  sight;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That_  this  body  call  upon  the 
Commissioner  of  Education  to  more  fully  explore 
and  document  the  basis  for  recommending  a 
lengthened  school  day  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth,  and  be   it  further 

Resolved:  That  he  be  urged  to  exercise  his 
leadership  in  directing  local  school  committees 
to  articulate  an  educationally  sound  and  dis- 
interested position  on  length  of  school  day. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Mary  Henahan,  Teach- 
ers Union,  Local  1258,  Salem.) 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Mr.  Chairman,  your 
committee  concurs  in  this  resolution.  I  move 
you,  sir,  that  the  action  of  the  committee  be  the 
action   of   the   convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Action  comes  on 
concurrence  with  the  committee's  report.  Any 
remarks?  All  in  favor?  Opposed?  It  is  a  vote 
and   so   ordered. 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Resolutions  Nos.  16  and 
18  have  been  referred  to  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee. That  completes  the  report  of  the  Reso- 
lutions   Committee   as   of  the   moment. 

Resolution  No.  17  has  been  held  for  the  rea- 
son that  we  have  received  a  great  many  other 
resolutions   pertaining   to  the   same   matter. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Thank  you  Brother 
McCarthy. 

Secretary  Kelley  has  a  very  important  mes- 
sage  from   Secretary   of  Labor   Mitchell. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  dele- 
gates to  the  convention.  As  you  know  we  had 
a  definite  acceptance  from  Secretary  of  Labor 
Mitchell  to  speak  at  2:30  this  afternoon.  I  am 
sorry  to  report,  as  you  have  already  concluded 
yourselves,  that  the  Secretary  of  Labor  will 
not  be  able  to  be  with  us.  The  following  is 
the   telegram   that   we   have   received. 

"John    A.     Callahan,     President,     Massachu- 


setts   Federation    of    Labor,    Somerset    Hotel, 
Boston. 

"It  was  with  the  greatest  regret  that  I  was 
forced  to  remain  in  Washington  this  morning 
due  to  a  severe  cold.  As  you  know  I  have 
enjoyed  attending  your  convention  for  the 
past  several  years  and  I  had  looked  forward 
to  attending  this  last  one.  The  achievements 
you  have  made  on  behalf  of  working  men  and 
women  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  in  the 
past  should  serve  as  the  preface  to  what  you 
can  accomplish  in  the  future  as  a  part  of  a 
united  strong  and  effective  force  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  workers  of  your  State.  My 
very  best  wishes  to  each  of  you  and  the  best 
of   success   in   the   future. 

James    P.    Mitchell,    Secretary    of    Labor." 
I    move,    Mr.    Chairman,    the   contents    of    this 
wire    be    spread    upon    the    proceedings    of    this 
convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  You  have  heard  the 
desires  of  the  Secretary.  What  is  the  desire  of 
the  body? 

From  the  Floor:  It  is  so  moved. 
Vice   President   Loughlin:    Any   objections?    It 
is  a   vote  and   so   ordered. 

Will  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  please  ask  the 
delegates  outside  to  come  in  and  take  their 
seats  because  they  are  going  to  hear  a  report 
from  the   Director  of  Education,    Lavigne. 

At  this  time  I  am  turning  the  Chair  over  to 
our  senior  member  of  the  Executive  Board,  but 
before  doing  that,  I  first  want  to  thank  you  for 
the  way  you  treated  me  this  afternoon.  In  turn- 
ing this  Chair  over  to  Vice  President  Oscar 
Pratt  I  would  not  be  fair  to  myself  or  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board  without  telling  you  the  type  of  a 
man  Oscar  Pratt  is.  Oscar  has  been  a  very, 
very  hard  worker.  He  is  a  friend  of  everyone 
in   this   hall. 

At  this  time  I  turn  the  Chair  over  to  Vice 
■President   Pratt. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Thank  you  Vice  Presi- 
dent  Loughlin   for  those   remarks. 

At  this  time  I  want  to  present  to  the  dele- 
gates to  this  convention  a  man  with  whom  it 
has  been  my  pleasure  to  work  with  at  the  local 
level  and  also  to  work  with  at  the  state  level. 
Ten  years  ago  he  took  on  a  job  for  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor.  I  believe,  and  I 
hope  that  you  believe,  that  he  has  done  the  job 
as   it   should   be   done. 

I  present  to  you  at  this  time  to  render  his 
report  for  the  Committee  on  Education,  the  Di- 
rector of  that   Committee,   Francis  Lavigne. 

FRANCIS  E.  LAVIGNE 
Director,  Committee  on  Education 

Vice  President  Pratt,  Secretary-Treasurer 
Kelley,  and  distinguished  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention and  my  friends.  I  come  here  today  to 
render  to  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 
a  final  report  of  the  work  of  the  Committee  on 
Education,  a  work  that  has  progressed  over  a 
period  of  ten  years   under  a   full-time    Director. 

At  the  outset  let  me  say  this:  I  look  forward 
to  the  days  ahead;  and  I  say  to  you  as  delegates 
here,  let  us  not  upon  the  conclusion  of  this  con- 
vention find  ourselves  walking  out  as  though 
we  were  going  in  a  funeral  procession.  Let  us 
accept  the  challenge  with  which  we  are  faced — 
in  an  era  and  in  a  period  when  unity  calls  for 
united  action  and  unity  of  purpose  on  the 
part  of  every  member  of  the  trade  union 
movement. 

I  was  heartened  last  night  in  the  Executive 
Council  meeting  when  I  saw  one  of  our  Vice 
Presidents,  Mike  Norton,  having  to  take  leave 
and  to  say  for  the  last  time  in  the  Federation 
that  it  would  be  to  his  liking  to  succeed  him- 
self as  a  Vice  President  in  this  new  organiza- 
tion, but  because  of  the  existing  conditions  it 
is    not    possible    for    him    so    to    do.     "But,"    he 
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said,  "in  the  days  ahead,  if  you  need  the  Team- 
sters on  a  picket  line  or  to  help  you,  we  will 
be  there."  That  is  the  spirit  and  the  training 
that  comes  to  a  trade  unionist  who  is  true  to  the 
cause.  That  comes  with  the  acceptance  of 
leadership  and  the  education  that  he  received 
in  the  trade  union  movement.  I  think  that  is 
the  spirit  with  which  we  should  all  be  imbued 
in   accepting   this   challenge   that   lies   before   us. 

1  know  that  it  is  going  to  be  difficult  for 
some  in  the  Federation  to  accept  the  new  align- 
ment. Sure  I  know  that  there  are  those  on  the 
other  side  who  said  some  serious  and  some 
harsh  things  to  the  members  of  the  A.F.L.  when 
there  were  raids  taking  place  for  the  member- 
ship which  was  enjoyed  by  the  A.F.L.  prior  to 
the  separation  of  the  craft  of  the  industrial  or- 
ganization ;  but  I  know,  too,  that  there  have 
been  instances  where  some  who  went  over  have 
found  their  way  back,  and  there  have  been  in- 
stances too,  where  the  international  unions  who 
went  over  have  found  their  way  back.  Now  we 
are  going  to  undertake  to  work  together.  It  is 
going  to  be  difficult  to  be  sure,  but"  I  plead  with 
every  individual  who  comes  to  this  convention 
to  give  it  a  try  and  work  in  the  hopes  of  unity. 
If  we  are  the  leaders,  which  we  claim  to  be,  let 
us  give  leadership  to  our  people  and  let  us  at- 
tempt to  give  some  leadership  to  those  who 
have  fallen  by  the  way  and  perhaps  need  to  see 
the  light.  I  know  that  it  falls  within  us  to  give 
leadership.  In  times  of  crises  and  in  times 
when  we  have  been  challenged  by  opponents  of 
the  trade  union  movement,  we  have  found  the 
leadership.  We  have  not  only  provided,  but 
we  have  followed  it.  In  a  nation  of  followers 
such  as  we  are,  we  have  been  able  to  determine 
what  constitutes  good  leadership  and  whom  we 
should   follow. 

Let  me  come  down  to  the  work  of  our  Com- 
mittee. I  recall  when  I  presented  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  and  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee my  report  to  them  for  a  course  for  the 
future  back  in  1949,  I  pooled  together  what 
was  left  of  the  Massachusetts  Citizens  League 
and  I  pooled  together  what  was  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  on  which  I  had  served  as  a 
member  for  five  previous  years.  I  found  that 
we  had  made  certain  commitments  and  I  un- 
dertook to   preserve   them. 

In  1947  by  amending  the  convention  we  built 
a  tremendous  tribute  to  a  great  leader  in  the 
Federation,  one  who  served  as  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer-Legislative  Agent  and  gave  status  to 
the  Federation  on  Beacon  Hill,  the  beloved 
Robert  Watt.  Upon  his  passing  away,  when  he 
was  serving  in  the  United  States  Government 
as  its  delegate  to  the  International  Labor  Or- 
ganization, we  made  a  living  memorial  avail- 
able within  the  Federation  to  make  it  possible 
for  trade  unionists  to  further  their  education 
within  the  walls  of  Harvard  University.  It 
gave  prestige  to  the  Federation  and  we  did  it 
to  preserve  what  Bob  Watt  undertook  at  Har- 
vard when  he  said  to  their  Dean,  "You  have 
made  it  possible  for  business  to  train  its  junior 
executives  in  the  Harvard  Business  School,  do 
something  for  the  trade  union  movement  in 
Massachusetts."  They  set  up  over  there  what 
is  known  as  the  Harvard  Trade  Union  Pro- 
gram; and  because  we  injected  ourselves  and 
because  we  sent  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  Fed- 
eration there,  they  responded  by  making  one  of 
our  own,  Joe  O'Donnell,  the  Executive  Director 
of  the  Harvard  Trade  Union  Program.  That, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  is  an  achievement  for  the 
Massachusetts   Federation   of   Labor. 

Since  that  time,  over  one  hundred  members 
of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 
through  our  own  efforts  and  through  efforts  of 
international  unions  and  by  the  Harvard  Trade 
Union  Alumni,  have  been  able  to  acquire  addi- 
tional knowledge  to  prepare  themselves  for  the 
task  which   lies  ahead   in  giving  to  their  organi- 


zations a  newly  acquired  executive  training  and 
leadership  for  bringing  to  their  people  enlight- 
enment which  they  could  follow. 

Then  we  set  in  motion  a  program  to  go  into 
the  school  systems  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
in  ten  years  we  have  made  available  over  $50,000 
in  scholarships  to  school  children  across  the 
length  and  width  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  a  pro- 
gram in  which  every  local  union  and  every  cen- 
tral labor  union  finds  an  opportunity  to  partici- 
pate. 

The  scholarships  that  have  been  made  avail- 
able by  central  labor  unions  have  done  much  to 
enhance  a  program  which  started  off  with  so 
little.  Every  year  when  we  have  gone  into  the 
central  labor  union  areas  to  present  the  awards 
which  they  have  made  available  to  worthy  stu- 
dents who  competed  in  our  competitive  exam- 
ination, it  has  brought  a  great  feeling  to  the 
hearts  of  the  trade  unionists  to  know  that  we 
have  a  part  in  furthering  the  higher  education 
of  an  individual  in  our  community.  But  what 
that  program  has  done  beyond  the  opportunity 
to  give  scholarships  to  students  has  been  an  op- 
portunity to  open  the  doors  of  our  school  sys- 
tems, public,  private  and  parochial,  to  teach  the 
history  and  the  philosophy  of  the  trade  union 
movement,  the  structure  and  the  ideals,  the  pro- 
grams of  labor — and  I  have  repeated  so  many 
times  that  the  textbooks  available  are  of  four 
and  five  pages — and  in  the  history  classes  and, 
economics  courses,  they  are  brushed  over  quickly 
in  one  prepared  lesson.  But  because  we  have 
made  this  program  available,  it  has  in  a  sense 
compelled  the  educators  to  move  a  little  further 
and  to  permit  us  to  supplement  the  textbooks 
with  literature,  with  experience,  with  visual  aid 
programs  in  order  that  they  can  hear  the  af- 
firmative  side  of   the  trade  union   movement. 

Last  year  when  we  started  out  and  I  ap- 
peared before  the  State  Board  of  Education  to 
present  my  program,  there  was  the  remark  made 
by  one  of  the  Board  members  that  this  program 
this  year  would  be  essential  because  of  the  ad- 
verse publicity  that  labor  was  getting  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  McClellan  Committee  investigation, 
and  there  were  others  who  said  we  might  find  it 
difficult  to  find  participants  in  our  program 
this  year. 

But  let  me  say  to  you  that  despite  all  of  this 
adverse  propaganda,  despite  Mr.  McClellan's  ef- 
forts to  discredit  the  labor  movement,  over 
twenty  thousand  students  in  senior  classes  par- 
ticipated in  our  program.  Over  five  thousand 
asked  us  to  forward  to  them  the  literature  that 
was  made  available,  and  over  thirteen  hundred 
took  the  competitive  examination  for  our  schol- 
arships and  every  one  of  them  was  proud  to 
accept   the    scholarships    offered. 

Now  we  found  one  incident  that  brought  to  us 
a  situation  in  which  I  ask  you  to  give  serious 
consideration  to.  We  are  in  a  sense  competing 
for  the  minds  of  students,  and  we  are  compet- 
ing with  the  great  business  and  industrial  inter- 
ests. They  are  making  available  scholarships, 
and  in  far  greater  amounts  than  we  have  been 
able  to.  I  want  you  to  note  in  that  report  that 
I  have  made  available,  the  fact  that  a  girl  from 
the  town  of  Whitinsville — and  that  is  important 
as  everyone  recalls  the  great  strikes  that  took 
place  there  in  the  last  cooperative  town  venture, 
or  business  venture  in  Massachusetts — the  con- 
trol of  one  industry  over  the  lives  of  those  peo- 
ple who  lived  there.  But  a  teacher  had  the 
courage  to  present  our  program  to  his  students, 
and  twenty-three  of  his  students  excelled  in  the 
examination  and  nine  of  them  rated  in  the  first 
80  that  went  up  for  final  judging.  One  of 
their  students,  a  girl,  won  the  highest  award. 
I  met  the  girl  and  I  talked  with  her.  She  said 
to  me  last  week,  "I  was  the  recipient  of  a 
scholarship  offered  by  the  General  Motors  Cor- 
poration for  a  full  four-year  tuition  with  board 
and  room  at  Boston  University,  and  as  a  result 
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of  having  accepted  that  scholarship  I  was  com- 
pelled to  sign  a  statement,  an  agreement,  that 
I  would  not  accept  any  other  scholarship  aid 
during  my  four  years  at  Boston  University."" 

It  drives  home  a  lesson  to  me  that  we  have 
got  to  raise  the  value  of  our  scholarships  be- 
cause  of  the  competition  with  which  we  are 
faced.  If  it  is  worth  it  for  us  to  present  our 
program  in  the  school,  to  have  the  opportunity 
to  put  our  literature  in  the  school  system  in 
competition  with  the  National  Association  of 
Manufacturers  and  the  National  Chamber  cf 
Commerce  where  they  are  sowing  the  seeds  for 
national  Right  to  Work  laws,  where  they  are  sow- 
ing the  seeds  for  anti-labor  legislation,  then  we 
must,  if  we  are  going  to  be  fair  to  ourselves  and 
compete,  meet  the  challenge.  The  children  are 
still  in  school;  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  have 
them  here  on  the  platform  today.  They  will  be 
present  on  Saturday  morning  at  the  merger  con- 
vention in  the  Hotel  Bradford.  I  know  that  you 
will  give  to  them  the  reception  to  which  the;  are 
entitled.  They  have  done  an  outstanding  job 
and   they  merit    :ur    ::n:inued   succor:. 

Now,  I  have  had  the  opportunity  too  to  carry 
on  in  the  field  of  political  education.  It  has  been 
a  difficult  thing  in  the  last  ten  years  following 
that  very  climactic  production  in  1948  when  we 
stepped  up  and  met  the  challenge  of  our  ad- 
versaries when  they  attempted  to  wipe  the  labor 
movement  out  uf  Massachusetts  with  Right  to 
Work  legislation  under  the  guise  of  Referenda 
5,  6  and  7. 

Since  I  have  been  on  the  job  our  problem 
has  been  not  alone  to  present  the  issue  but  to 
present  also  the  candidates  with  whom  we  feel 
we  could  deal  best  ::  mee:  :h:se  issues.  1  coin: 
with  a  reasonable  bit  :f  cr:ae  t:  me  fa::  :ha: 
in  the  past  ten  years  we  have  so  effectively  met 
the  challenge  on  Beacon  Hill,  regardless  of 
party,  we  have  said  to  Democrats  and  Republi- 
cans alike,  that  if  you  do  not  support  the  labor 
program  on  the  Hill,  we  will  be  compelled  to 
oppose  you  either  in  the  primary  or  in  the  elec- 
:ic::.  I  have  always  felt  that  in  1952  when  we 
me:  :he  challenge  ami  defeaoed  the  Retreser.ta- 
five  from  Roxbury,  Timothy  Maclnemey,  whose 
record  bad  been  r.;t  in  accord  with  the  prin- 
ciples :f  :he  trafe  union  mivemer.t.  :ha:  many 
representatives  in  the  Democratic  party  en 
Beacon  Hill  sat  up  and  took  notice  and  knew 
:ha:   we   mean:   business. 

When  we  replaced  him  with  Representative 
Jimmy  Kelly,  and  fought  him  in  the  Courts  and 
fought  him  bef:re  :he  Elec:i:n  L:mmi::ee  :f 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  defeated  him 
overwhelmingly,  we  established  ourselves  as 
something  to  be  contended  with  by  both  parties 


:n  f- '.  -  er  cm:  ::  :be  '. 
been  concerned  :n  Bes 
could  never  be  success: 
::  ~-  erative  en:r:s  :f  : 
an  i  the  Interna::  :nal 
C.L.U.'s    do   not   exist. 


:he  credi: 
a  we  have 
:   have   the 


I  want  to  say  here  today  that  over  this  period, 
in  some  C.L.U.'s  we  have  had  changes  of  lead- 
ership, but  across  the  years  we  have  had  the 
full  and  complete  cooperation  of  the  Central 
Labor  Unions.  They  have  given  to  us  the  three 
essentials  for  success  in  political  action.  They 
have  given  to  us  their  funds,  friends  and  foot- 
work, to  spell  out  political  victory.  To  them  I 
am  deecly  grateful,  ana  s:  I  war.:  ::  say  again 
in  concluding:  In  the  merged  organization  I 
shall  not  have  the  responsibilities  of  political 
education.  I  will  accept  the  responsibilities,  the 
combining  :f  cur  decartmen:  with  :he  education 
programs,  the  opportunity  to  develop  within  the 
new  merged  organization  a  Department  cf  Re- 
search. 

I  think  that  if  we  are  going  to  meet  the 
challenge  that  lies  ahead,  we  have  got  to  have 
:he  up-to-date  statistics  with  which  ::  en::un:er 
our  opponents  and  our  adversaries  on  the  Hill, 
because  we  have  grown  in  stature  and  because 
we  will  speak  for  over  five  hundred  thousand 
:raie  unionists.  When  y:u  say  :ha:  :h:s  recre- 
sents  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  three  or  four 
million  people,  we  have  got  to  be  prepared  with 
the  facts   and  the  figures  to  meet  the  challenge. 

I  have  some  ideas  from  where  we  can  gather 
these  facts  and  where  we  can  gather  the  statis- 
tics, but  I  say  to  you  as  trade  unionists,  you 
have  ideas,  you  know  where  mere  are  facts  ana 
figures  available.  If  we  pool  our  efforts  I  prom- 
ise you  that  we  will  establish  within  this  new 
merged  :rganiza:i:n  cne  ::  :he  hues:  s:a::s:i:ai 
bureaus  within  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  it  will  be  available  to  every  local  un- 
i:n  ana  international  union  amliated  with  the 
Massachusetts    State   Labor   Council. 

I  know  that  we  will  have  to  do  some  other 
things^  among  them  get  along  with  one  another. 
That  is  going  to  be  a  challenge,  but  I  stand 
ready  to  submerge  my  personal  ambitions  in  my 
en:r:s  ::  build  ur  this  trade  uni:n  m;vement  in 
Massachusetts.  Why  shouldn't  I?  It"s  been 
g; :  a   ::    me   ana    I    :we    ::    ::    y:u.    Thanh    y:u. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Thank  you.  Director 
Lavigne,  for  your  report  to  this  convention 
which  I  know  has  been  informative  to  the  dele- 
gates. I  feel  that  you  will  do  the  splendid  job 
within  the  merged  organization  that  you  have 
done  for  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor. 

Are  there  any  Committee  Chairmen  at  this 
time  who  desire  to  make  announcements?  If 
not,  I  have  one  announcement  that  I  desire  to 
make  for  President  Callahan;  that  is,  that  the 
Executive  Council  will  meet  tonight  at  6:00  p.m. 
in  the  Directtrs  R::m  anal  all  Vice  Presidents 
of  the  Federations  are  expected  to  be  there. 

The  hour  is  now  drawing  late.  The  time  for 
adjournment  is  near,  and  if  there  is  nothing 
further  to  come  before  the  convention  .   .   . 

From  the  Floor:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  didn't  hear 

any'::  ay  ann:unce  the  fact  that  the  Resolutions 
_:mm:::ee  is  ctnvening  tcm:rr:w  mcrning  a: 
1 1' :  1 ;    in   the   Executive   Ream. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  For  the  information 
cf  the  delegates,  I  think  that  you  will  find  that 

at  the  opening  :f  :he  m:rning  sessicn  tha:  the 
vari:us   c:mm::tees   will   be  in   sessi:n. 

If  there  is  nothing  further  for  this  afternoon 

sessicn.  I  new  declare  :he  meeting  ad;  turned 
and   we   will    reconvene   at    9:c0    a.m.,    tomorrow 

mcrning. 

(The  meeting  adjourned  at  4:10  p.m.) 
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(The  Convention  convened  at  10:00  o'clock 
a.m.,  President  Callahan  presiding.) 

President  Callahan:  The  Convention  will 
please  come  to  order. 

The  Chair  recognizes  Delegate  Doyle  of  the 
Credentials    Committee. 

Delegate  Doyle:  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  the 
recommendation  of  the  Credentials  Committee 
that  these  delegates  be  seated  with  voice  and 
vote,  and  I   so  move. 

President  Callahan:  You  have  heard  the  re- 
port submitted  by  the  Credentials  Committee. 
Do  I  hear  the  motion  seconded?  The  motion 
has  been  made  and  seconded.  Is  there  anything 
to  be  said  on  the  question?  If  not,  all  in  favor 
say  "aye."  Those  opposed  "no."  The  "ayes" 
have  it.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Delegates,  the  invocation  this  morning  will  be 
given  by  Rabbi  Joseph  S.   Shubow. 

RABBI  JOSEPH  S.  SHUBOW 
Temple  B'nai  Moshe,  Brighton 

Our  Heavenly  Father,  in  this  the  spirit  of 
thanksgiving  we  appear  before  Thy  holy  throne 
in  order  to  give  expression  of  gratitude  for  the 
many  blessings  that  Thou  dost  bestow  upon  us 
all  the  days  of  our  lives. 

It  is  our  prayer  that  we  should  ever  be  found 
truly  deserving  of  the  joys  of  Thy  bounds  and 
benefits  and  of  the  security  of  all  Thy  children 
who  thus  seek  Thy  guidance  and  leadership. 

Living  in  a  time  when  the  boundaries  of 
scientific  knowledge  are  constantly  receding  and 
man  is  privileged  more  and  more  to  discover 
many  of  Thy  eternal  laws  of  nature,  we  ask 
Thy  blessings  that  these  new  discoveries  of  the 
mind  and  the  new  benefits  of  technical  knowl- 
edge be  applied  to  a  fuller  measure  of  human 
happiness  and  not,  heaven  forbid,  to  destruction. 

So  that  Thy  children  may  all  the  more  fully 
show  reverence  for  Thy  holy  name  enable  us 
O  Lord  to  understand  that  the  more  we  learn 
and  achieve,  the  greater  must  be  our  indebted- 
ness to  Thee  who  art  our  Creator.  Give  us  the 
wisdom  to  comprehend  that  despite  all  our  scien- 
tific attainments  and  new  discoveries,  the  old 
ideas  and  teachings  found  in  Thy  Holy  Writ 
are  as  valid  today  as  ever  before.  Make  us 
realize  that  man  doth  not  live  by  bread  alone 
and  that  man's  life  does  not  necessarily  become 
happier  because  of  a  fuller  satisfaction  of  his 
earthly  appetites. 

Teach  us  that  it  is  the  spirit  that  builds  the 
body  and  that  it  is  the  mind  that  must  hold  sway 
over  the  physical   realm. 

We  ask  Thy  blessings  upon  the  honest  and 
devoted  workers  who  earn  their  livelihood 
through  hard  labor  and  sincere  dedication.  We 
ask  Thy  blessings  upon  them  and  their  families, 
their  households  and  their  industrial  centers  of 
labor.  Bless  the  leaders  of  this  great  organiza- 
tion who  ever  seek  to  guide  and  defend  the 
numerous  men  and  women  affiliated  with  all  the 
various  units  that  constitute  the  organization 
known  as  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 
and  soon  to  become  one  with  the  Congress  of 
Industrial  Organizations  to  be  known  as  the 
great  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council. 
Strengthen  them  all  in  their  will  to  do  their 
daily  tasks  with  gratitude,  integrity  and  a  full 
measure  of  prosperity  and  happiness. 

Teach  us  all  that  the  wages  of  honest  toil 
is   a   long   and   blissful   life. 

Bless  the  heroic  President  of  our  country 
and  all  the  duty-constituted  authorities,  and 
bless   all  Thy  children   of  every   race,   creed   and 


color  who  constitute  the  great  amalgam  known 
as  America  with  health,  strength,  happiness 
and  the  privilege  to  see  an  abiding  peace 
throughout    the    world,    Amen. 

Rabbi  Shubow:  May  I  say  just  one  word  to 
you.  I  understand  this  is  the  last  gatkering  of 
your  own  independent  organization.  I  feel, 
myself,  a  certain  nostalgia  for  you  and  your 
great  organization  and  your  wonderful  achieve- 
ments  over   a   period   of   many   years. 

I  know  many  of  you  throughout  the  common- 
wealth and  throughout  the  country.  I  know 
there  must  be  a  certain  feeling  of  trepidation 
and  anxiety  among  you,  and  no  doubt  also 
among  the  workers  and   leaders   of  the   C.I.O. 

You  know  I  think  this  situation  is  like  a 
groom  and  a  bride  who  are  both  very  nervous. 
For  a  number  of  years  they  have  been  leading 
independent  lives.  The  groom  goes  his  way, 
and  the  bride  goes  her  way.  Suddenly  the 
great  Matchmaker  on  High  brings  them  to- 
gether. The  groom  is  one,  the  bride  is  one, 
but  thank  goodness  the  two  ,,  are  united  and 
they     live     happily     every     after. 

I  am  confident  that  the  A.F.  of  L.  leaders 
and  members  and  the  C.I.O.  leaders  and 
members  over  the  years,  who  have  seen  America 
and  the  world  through  trying,"  testing  times, 
will  now  live  to  see  a  glorious  period,  unity 
and  harmony,  and  "conquer"  to  be  the  basic 
element — the  front  line  trenches  that  will  defend 
freedom  not  only  for  the  working  man  but  for 
all  who  toil  in  the  labor  of  love  and  in  the 
vineyard     of     the     Lord. 

In  this  spirit,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  addi- 
tion to  my  prayer  and  invocation,  for  the 
triumph  and  success  of  your  deliberations,  I 
ask  God's  blessings  upon  you  and  your  organiza- 
tion. I  haven't  quite  figured  out  who  is  the 
groom  and  who  is  the  bride,  but  it  will  be  a 
match,  a  union  made  in  heaven  for  the  greater 
glory  of  God  and  for  the  greater  happiness 
of  all  of  you.  Thank  you  and  bless  you,  ladies 
and    gentlemen. 

President  Callahan:  On  behalf  of  the  Federa- 
tion I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  coming 
here  to  give  the  invocation  this  morning  and 
for  your  thoughtful  remarks  to  our  delegates. 

The  Chair  at  this  time  recognizes  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Kenneth  Kelley. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  con- 
vention delegates,  two  additional  resolutions 
have  been  received.  Resolution  No.  32,  Support 
of  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Bus  Drivers 
Strike,  and  Resolution  No.  33,  Worcester  Typo- 
graphical Union  Strike  against  the  Telegram 
Gazette    Newspaper. 

(Secretary  Kelley  read  Resolutions  Nos.  32 
and   33.) 

I  move,  Mr.  Chairman,  under  the  rules  of 
this  convention  that  these  resolutions  be  admitted 
and   referred  to  the   Resolutions   Committee. 

President  Callahan :  It  has  been  moved  and 
seconded.  Anything  to  be  said  on  the  question? 
If  not,  as  many  as  are  in  favor  signify  by 
saying  "aye."  Those  opposed  "no."  The 
"ayes"   have   it.     It  is   a  vote  and   so  ordered. 

There  are  some  additional  committees  to  make 
reports.      Secretary    Kelley. 

Secretary  Kelley:  The  following  convention 
committees  are  herewith  submitted  for  your 
approval — The  Committee  on  Standing  Com- 
mittees Reports,  The  Committee  on  Guests,  and 
the    Committee    on    Grievances. 

(Secretary  Kelley  read  the  respective  com- 
mittee lists.)  Will  the  Chairmen  of  these  com- 
mittees   come    to    the    platform    and    secure    the 
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material  in  the  folders  and  call  a  meeting  of 
their   committees   as   soon   as   possible. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  recall  that  unfortunately 
yesterday  afternoon  the  United  States  Secretary 
of  Labor  who  was  scheduled  to  address  this 
convention  was  unable  to  be  with  us  because 
of  a  severe  cold  that  kept  him  in  Washington. 
However,  we  have  received  the  copy  of  the 
speech  that  Secretary  of  Labor  Mitchell  was 
going  to  deliver.  It  is  a  very  thought-provoking 
address  and  I  move,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
contents  of  Secretary  of  Labor's  speech  be 
spread  upon  the  record  and  included  in  the 
proceedings    of    this    convention. 

President  Callahan:  Do  I  hear  the  motion 
seconded?  Is  there  anything  to  be  said  on  the 
question?  If  not,  as  many  as  are  in  favor 
signify  by  saying  "aye."  Those  opposed  "no." 
The  "ayes"  have  it.    It  is  s  vote  and  so  ordered. 

JAMES  P.  MITCHELL 
United  States  Secretary  of  Labor 

"I  am  delighted  to  be  here  once  again.  I 
have  had  the  pleasure,  as  you  know,  to  speak 
to  this  group  each  year  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years  now;  I  always  look  forward  to  it,  for  it 
gives  me  an  opportunity  to  discuss  some  of  the 
things  the  Department  of  Labor  is  doing,  pro- 
grams  in  which  we  all   share  a  great  interest. 

"You  will  recall  that  Congress,  in  its  closing 
days,  passed  two  laws  that  give  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  increased  and  new  responsibilities 
in  two  fields — welfare  and  pension  plans  re- 
porting,   and    longshore    safety. 

"I  would  like  to  take  this  time  today  to  give 
you  a  preliminary  report  of  a  kind  on  how 
the  Department  is  preparing  for  the  administra- 
tion of  these  new  responsibilities — but  first  a 
word  on  the  prospects  for  local  economic 
growth,  a  subject  in  which  I  know  you  have 
a    vital    interest. 

MASSACHUSETTS   ECONOMY 

"The  Bay  State  as  a  whole  weathered  the 
recent  recession  in  good  fashion,  and  managed 
to  avoid  the  extreme  slump  in  durable  goods 
manufacturing  that  was  apparent  in  other 
industrial    areas. 

"One  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  recession, 
by  the  way,  was  that  employment  in  Northern 
textile  plants  suffered  less  than  that  in  Southern 
plants. 

"Preliminary  October  employment  data  show 
State  employment  at  1,788,300  and  factory 
employment  at  648,000. 

"The  outlook  for  the  State's  eight  major 
industrial  areas  is  for  continuing  steady  in- 
crease   in    employment    to   the   year's    end. 

"The  Boston  area,  especially,  displayed  great 
stability  through  the  recession.  Unemployment 
here  never  reached  6%  of  the  total  labor  force 
as  it  did  in  other  areas,  and  went  a  little  over 
5%  only  once.  The  latest  figure  shows  unemploy- 
ment in  the  Boston  area  at  4.4% — the  lowest 
of  the  year. 

"In  general,  I  look  forward  to  an  expansion 
of  the  economy  in  this  area.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  things  that  indicate  an  economic 
resurgence.  The  employment  stability  here 
during  the  recession  laid  a  good  groundwork. 
Add  to  that  the  following  factors  and  it  makes 
the  outlook   for  the   future  a  bright  one: 

"AVCO  is  building  a  $16  million  research 
center  in  Wilmington,  strengthening  Boston's 
position   as   thet  research   center   of   America. 

"The  expansion  in  the  insurance  and  finance 
industries  promises  to  continue  with  Pruden- 
tial's    relocation     here. 

"The  new  government  center,  a  $50  million 
project,    is    assured. 

"The  electronics  and  shipbuilding  industries 
have  good  prospects.  I  need  only  mention  a 
few    facts    in    the     shipbuilding    industry    here 


to  give  you  the  picture.  In  September  1957 
shipbuilding  employment  here  in  Boston  stood 
at  18,550.  It  held  that  level  or  close  to  it  all 
through  the  recession  and  this  September  em- 
ployment was  at  18,900.  The  Bethlehem- 
Quincy  yard  has  contracts  for  the  new  missile 
frigate,  a  $108  million  item,  and  for  twelve 
tankers,  including  the  largest  one  ever  built, 
a    total    package    worth    $172    million. 

"This,  to  me  would  indicate,  that  you  in 
Massachusetts  can  look  forward  to  the  com- 
ing   year   as    one   of    increased    prosperity. 

PLANS  FOR  LONGSHORE  SAFETY 

"As  you  know  the  last  Congress  in  its  clos- 
ing days  passed  Public  Law  742 — an  amendment 
to  Section  41  of  the  Longshore  and  Harbor 
Workers'  Compensation  Act.  Under  Section  41 
and  other  laws,  the  Department  of  Labor  has 
been  engaged  in  numerous  safety  activities 
along  our  docks  and  waterfronts,  but  al- 
ways and  only  in  a  promotional,  educational 
and  advisory  capacity.  We  have  conducted 
safety  training  courses,  for  example.  Now, 
under  the  new  law,  the  Secretary  of  Labor 
has  authority  to  issue  regulations  to  protect 
the  life,  health  and  safety  of  employees  in  oc- 
cupations  covered. 

"I  was  quite  pleased  that  Congress  at  last 
decided  to  grant  such  authority,  for  you  people 
in  Boston  know  what  stevedoring  and  longshor- 
ing  and  ship  repair  work  is. 

"The  injury  frequency  rate  for  longshoring 
last  year  was  88.5 — compared  to  an  all  industry 
average    of    12. 

"The  average  frequency  rate  over  the  last 
14    years    was    82.4. 

"This  is  a  phenomenal  rate  of  injury  and 
makes  longshoring  the  number  one  danger 
occupation    in    the    country. 

"Now,  under  our  new  law,  we  are  setting 
out  to  bring  that  rate  down. 

"There  are  two  main  kinds  of  work  covered 
by  the  law — longshoring  and  ship  repair  work. 
They  employ  some  200,000  workers  in  better 
than  100  ports  in  the  United  States  and 
Hawaii.  There  are  550  stevedore  operators 
that  employ  100,000  longshoremen  and  750 
ship  repair  companies  that  employ  100,000 
workers. 

"The  law  says  that  'every  employer  shall 
furnish  and  maintain  employment  and  places 
of  employment  which  shall  be  reasonably 
safe.   .   .   .' 

"It  is  part  of  our  job,  then,  to  develop  codes 
that   define   and    require   a    safe   work   place. 

"We  are  developing  and  will  soon  complete, 
a  first  draft  of  two  such  codes — a  Stevedoring 
Code  and  a  Ship  Repair  Code.  The  first  draft 
will  go  out  to  interested  parties  for  review, 
and  be  redrafted  in  light  of  those  opinions  and 
findings. 

"Public  hearings  will  be  held  in  New  York, 
New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco.  Following 
those  hearings  a  final  draft  will  be  completed 
and    the    codes    promulgated. 

"Once  the  Code  is  developed,  the  administra- 
tion of  it  will  follow  these  general  lines: 

"It  is  our  objective  to  service  all  complaints 
promptly. 

"This  becomes  a  geographical  problem  when 
you  consider  there  are  some  24  ports  on  the 
East  Coast,  17  along  the  West  Coast,  15  on 
the  Gulf,  and  33  along  inland  rivers  and  lakes. 
The  problem  is  somewhat  narrowed  by  the  fact 
that  88%  of  all  disabling  injuries  occur  in  15 
seaports.  For  example,  New  York  alone  con- 
stitutes   40%     of    the    problem. 

"We  plan  to  establish  field  offices  in  ports, 
where  most  injuries  occur,  where  the  most  traffic 
is,  and  where  most  longshore  and  ship  repair 
workers   are   located. 

"I  am  hopeful  that  our  Codes,  administered 
and    enforced    diligently,    will    bring    a    measure 


30 


Proceedings  of  the  72nd  Annual  Convention 


of    safety    to    an    industry    plagued    in    the    past 
by    accidents    and    injuries. 

"I  am  hopeful  these  Codes  will  eliminate 
the  unfair  competition  that  can  result  when  a 
stevedore  is  unwilling  to  pull  his  men  off  an 
unsafe  ship  for  fear  his  rival  will  go  ahead 
with  the  job  regardless.  For  under  the  Codes, 
what  is  unsafe  for  one  longshoreman  is  unsafe 
for    all. 

PLANS  FOR  ADMINISTRATION  OF  WEL- 
FARE  AND    PENSION    PLANS   ACT 

"Another  law  passed  in  the  closing  days  _  of 
the  last  Congress  was  the  Welfare  and  Pension 
Plans    Disclosure    Act. 

"Since  this  is  December  and  the  Act  goes 
into  effect  on  January  1,  I  though  I  would 
take  this  opportunity  to  discuss  briefly  what 
we  have  done  in  the  Department  of  Labor  in 
'tooling  up'  for  the  administration  of  this  bill 
and   some   of   the   problems   we  have   faced. 

"The  first  thing  we  have  discovered  is  that 
many  lawyers  are  going  to  be  kept  quite  busy 
arguing  for  various  interpretations  of  this  Act. 
The  President,  in  his  message  concerning  this 
bill,  predicted  that  chaos  would  be  the  result 
of  the  failure  to  provide  an  agency  to  which 
plan  administrators  could  turn  for  authentic 
and    reliable    opinions. 

"Let  me  give  you  a  little  background  on  this. 

"The  bill  requested  by  the  President,  and 
the  bill  that  emerged  from  the  Senate,  both 
provided  investigatory  and  enforcement  powers 
for  the  Secretary  of  Labor,  and  it  not  only  gave 
him  the  authority  to  conduct  investigations  but 
also  to  issue  rules  and  regulations  and  interpre- 
tations, and  to  prescribe  the  forms  on  which 
plan    administrators    would    have    to    report. 

"These  powers  were  diluted  or  eliminated 
in   the    House    of    Representatives. 

"The  Secretary  of  Labor,  under  the  bill 
that  the  Congress  passed,  is  empowered  to  re- 
ceive copies  of  the  reports,  hold  them,  and 
make  them  available  to  the  public  and  to  bene- 
ficiaries. It  authorizes  him  to  prepare  forms, 
but  makes  their  use  optional.  A  plan  ad- 
ministrator does  not  have  to  use  the  forms  the 
Department  of  Labor  will  make  available.  As 
long  as  he  submits  the  information  which  he 
understands  the  Act  to  ask  for,  he  can  do  so 
any  way  he  can  manage  it — but  then  the 
question  arises  as  to  who  is  to  decide  whether 
or  not  he  has  complied  with  the  provisions  of 
the    Act. 

"The  Act  requires  plan  administrators  to 
publish  two  things — one,  a  description  of  the 
plan,  and  two,  an  annual  financial  report. 
These  are  to  be  made  available  to  participants 
and  beneficiaries  in  the  plan's  home  office  or 
by   mail    if    so    requested    by    a    beneficiary. 

"At  the  same  time  the  administrator  is  re- 
quired to  file  two  copies  of  both  reports — the 
description  and  the  financial  report — with  the 
Secretary  of  Labor.  The  purpose  of  these 
copies  is  to  help  beneficiaries  who  may  not 
want  to  ask  the  administrator  for  information 
on  the  financial  operations  of  the  plan,  espe- 
cially in  those  situations  where  the  plan  may 
be  under  mismanagement  or  run  by  people 
suspicious  and  fearful  of  inquiry.  We  are 
required  to  make  copies  available  in  a  public 
documents     room. 

"In  developing  the  reporting  forms,  the  De- 
partment has  consulted  experts  in  every  field — 
insurance  people,  lawyers,  businessmen,  ac- 
countants, union  officials,  and  so  on.  And  we 
have  developed  two  forms — one  for  the  plan 
description  and  one  for  the  annual  financial 
report. 

"When  the  first  of  these  forms — the  plan 
description  forms — are  off  the  presses,  they 
will  be  made  available  in  Washington  and  also 
at  the  regional  offices  of  the  Department's  Wage 
and    Hour   Division.      The   Act   goes   into   effect 


January  1st.  It  requires  plan  administrators  to 
file  copies  of  their  plans  within  90  days  after 
that,  or  by  March  1st. 

"The  annual  financial  reports  are  another 
matter. 

"According  to  the  terms  of  the  law,  the 
annual  financial  reports  must  be  filed  120  days 
after  the  end  of  the  calendar,  fiscal  or  policy 
year,  whatever  the  case  may  be.  If  a  plan 
operates  on  a  calendar  year  basis,  we  have 
this  situation :  the  law  goes  into  effect  January 
1,  1959.  The  plan  year  begins  on  the  same 
day.  The  plan  year  ends  12  months  later,  on 
December  13,  1959,  and  the  financial  report 
is  due  120  days  later.  For  this  type  of  plan 
we  can  expect  the  first  financial  reports  as  late 
as  May  1,  1960.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
reporting  year  ends  on  or  after  January  1, 
1959,  the  financial  report  will  be  due  in  120 
days     thereafter. 

"The  difficulty  of  judging  the  volume  of 
reports  is  not  a  small  one.  First  of  all,  no 
one  knows  how  many  plans  there  are.  Estimates 
range  from  a  quarter  of  a  million  to  a  million 
or  more.  Single  administrators  may  file 
separate  forms  for  different  plans — one  set 
for  an  insurance  plan,  another  for  a  hospitaliza- 
tion plan,  a  third  for  a  pension  plan  and  so  on. 
Some  administrators,  and  I  think  the  number 
may  be  surprisingly  large,  may  file  several 
sets    for    forms. 

"One  of  the  intentions  of  the  Act,  I  should 
think  is  to  obtain  information  on  the  number 
of   plans   and   the   number   of   workers   covered. 

"And  certainly  one  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Act  is  to  uncover  mismanagement  by  studying 
the  forms  and  finding  where  mismanagement 
is  taking  place,  and  whether  or  not  admin- 
istrators   are   being    truthful   in    their    reports. 

"As  the  Act  is  written,  however,  there  are 
problems  of  interpretation  and  understanding 
that  make  rapid  progress  toward  achieving 
these    ends    difficult. 

"There  are  also  some  serious  problems  of 
enforcement,  in  that  the  Secretary  of  Labor 
has    given    no    enforcement    powers. 

"The  working  out  of  these  problems  is  going 
to    take    time. 

"I  am  hopeful  that  questions  like  the  crea- 
tion of  an  interpretive  agent,  of  direct  re- 
sponsibilities for  compliance,  and  of  investiga- 
tion and  enforcement  will  be  clarified  by  reason- 
able amendment  to  the  law  in  the  next  session 
of    Congress. 

"I  have  outlined  for  you  a  couple  of  the 
things  we  are  working  on  in  the  Department 
of  Labor.  In  these,  as  in  all  our  progress, 
the  support  we  receive  from  you  is  invaluable — - 
and  I  look  forward  to  your  continuing  support 
of  our  efforts  to  improve  the  welfare  of  and 
better  serve  all  working  men  and  women  of 
this    country. 

"Thank  you." 

President  Callahan:  Will  the  Escort  Com- 
mittee please  bring  Mr.  John  Volpe  to  the 
platform. 

As  our  speaker  this  morning  we  have  one 
who  is  known  to  all  people  of  the  Greater 
Boston  area;  the  President  of  the  John  Volpe 
Construction  Company,  the  former  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  here  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  a  former  Federal  Roads  Admin- 
istrator and  now  President  of  the  Boston 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  I  assure  you  he  is 
considered  a  liberal  employer  with  whom  the 
Building  Trades  Unions  have  had  excellent 
labor  relations.  I  consider  it  a  pleasure  to 
have  the  opportunity  to  present  to  you  this 
morning,    Mr.    John    Volpe. 

JOHN  A.  VOLPE 
President,  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Thank  you,  very  much,  President  Callahan, 
officers,     and     members     of     the     Massachusetts 
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Federation  of  Labor.  I  deem  it  a  real  privilege 
to  come  here  this  morning  and  to  have  this 
opportunity  to  talk  to  you  for  a  little  while 
about  problems  which  I  think  are  certainly  of 
mutual  interest. 

Before  I  do,  I  had  a  rather  rough  night  last 
night  and  had  to  rearrange  my  schedule  a 
little  bit  in  order  to  be  here  this  morning,  so 
perhaps  if  you  don't  mind  I  will  tell  a  little 
story  on  little  Johnny  and  maybe  you  might 
get  a  giggle  out  of  it. 

About  two  years  ago  when  I  was  serving  as 
Federal  Highway  Administrator  in  Washington, 
I  had  the  good  fortune  of  living  with  my 
daughter  who  was  a  junior  at  Trinity  College 
there.  She  came  out  of  the  dormitory  and  we 
lived  together  in  an  apartment  for  a  few 
months.  One  day  we  boarded  this  plane  in 
Washington— and  Jean  by  the  way  had  bought 
a  new  hat  the  day  before  that  had  a  little 
string  across  the  top  and  a  veil  in  front  of  it — 
and  as  we  walked  in  the  cabin  of  the  plane 
we  noticed  there  weren't  two  empty  seats 
together.  About  the  third  or  fourth  seat 
Jeannie  said,  "Isn't  it  too  bad  we  can't  sit 
together."  Whereupon  there  was  a  lady  seated 
alone  and  who  stood  up  in  her  seat,  turned 
around  and  noticed  there  was  a  gentleman  sitting 
alone  the  third  or  fourth  seat  back  of  her. 
She  pointed  and  said,  "Hey,  you  back  there, 
come  on  up  and  sit  with  me  so  the  bride  can 
sit  with  her  husband."  I  was  48  years  old 
two  weeks  later  and  I  can  tell  you  I  felt 
pretty  good   after  that. 

After  I  tried  to  catch  up  on  two  newspapers 
I  had  with  me,  my  daughter  said,  "Daddy  you 
don't    look    much    like    a    bridegroom." 

A  few  weeks  ago,  high  above  the  North 
Atlantic,  a  pilot  reduced  the  power  of  his 
four  jet  engines  and  began  his  descent  for  a 
landing  at  London  Airport.  Only  six  hours 
seven  minutes  before,  this  sleek,  swift  British 
overseas  airways  comet,  its  wings  swept  back 
like  a  great  bird,  had  screamed  out  of  New 
York's  Idlewild  Airport.  Quickly  it  had  found 
its  compass  heading,  climbed  to  its  cruising 
altitude  of  40,000  feet,  and  swept  on  to  a  new 
record — lowering  the  commercial  time  for  flying 
New  York  to  London  by  five  hours.  The  com- 
mercial Jet  Age  had  arrived.  Last  night  as 
I  flew  through  a  snow  storm  from  Bangor, 
Maine  to  Bedford  Airport  I  wished  I  was  on 
one  of  these  new  jobs  because  I  didn't  feel 
well  with  the  two  little  engines  floating  out  in 
front  of  me  and  I  couldn't  see  anything  but 
the  two  little  lights   floating  on  the  wings. 

A  few  days  before,  beneath  the  surface  of 
the  sea,  the  world's  first  nuclear  powered  sub- 
marine— the  Nautilus — had  slipped  quietly  under 
the  Polar  ice  cap  for  the  first  time  in  history. 

Within  hours  a  sister  ship — the  SS  Skate — 
became  the  second  nuclear  submarine  to  pass 
beneath  the  North  Pole — stopping  here  and 
there  to  chart  the  heretofore  unexplored  regions 
beneath   the  Arctic    Sea. 

And  while  we  in  Boston  were  still  celebrating 
the  arrival  of  the  Skate  from  its  epoch  making 
run,  it  was  announced  that  a  third  nuclear 
submarine — the  Sea  Wolf — had  successfully 
remained  under  water  for  fifty-four  consecutive 
days.  She  went  on  to  a  record  of  sixty  days 
under  the  sea.  Again  it  was  the  first  time  that 
the  genious  of  man  had  been  able  to  trap  a 
bubble  of  air,  recondition  it,  purify  it,  then 
cool  it — using  it  over  and  over  again — to  keep 
alive  for  so  long  a  time  the  more  than  one 
hundred    men    of    her    crew. 

At  about  the  same  time,  at  Cape  Canaveral, 
Florida,  another  wonder  of  man's  ingenuity 
and  design  thundered  skyward  from  its  launch- 
ing pad — and  another  satellite  rendezvoused 
with   the  heavens. 

All  of  us  were  heartened  this  past  week  by 
the  first  successful  firing  of  an  intercontinental 
ballistic    missile    which    the    United    States    Air 


Force  fired  from  Cape  Canaveral.  It  traveled 
6,325  miles  to  the  South  Atlantic  in  about  30 
minutes  and  landed  near  a  target   area. 

Certain  it  is  that  America  is  changing!  And 
these  scientific  changes  are  heralding  other 
changes. 

America  is  growing!  New  cities  are  being 
born.  Middlesized  cities  are  being  re-shaped. 
Old,    mature   cities   are   being    re-built. 

Four  million  new  citizens  are  being  added 
to  our  explosive  population  each  year.  An 
expected  population  of  205  million  people  in 
the    next    ten    years. 

We  had  two  and  one  half  million  more  motor 
vehicles  on  our  streets  in   1956  than  in   1955. 

In  only  thirty  months  from  now,  40%  of 
sales  by  the  aircraft  industry  will  be  in  prod- 
ucts  not   being   made  today. 

In  less  than  three  years,  20%  of  sales  of 
the  machinery  industries  will  be  in  products 
still    on    the    drawing    boards. 

In  1960,  16%  of  the  chemical  industry  sales 
will   be   in   products   not   being   produced   today. 

More  new  products  are  reaching  the  market- 
place in  this  period  from  1957  to  1960,  and 
more  new  processes  are  entering  industry  than 
in    any    previous    four    years    in    history. 

Powerful  forces  are  at  work  changing  the 
very  fundamentals  of  America's  growth.  Scien- 
tific dynamic  revolutions  are  challenging  man's 
every   concept. 

It's  all  happening  as  if  by  magic.  But  don't 
be  misled.  Magic  has  no  part  of  it.  The  future 
is  being  shaped  by  men— with  God's  help,  men 
who  have  the  vision  of  leadership,  the  wisdom 
of  careful  planning  and  premeditated  action. 

Here  in  Massachusetts,  although  there  are 
many  dark  clouds  that  some  of  us  view  with 
alarm,  our  over-all  picture  is  a  heartening  one, 
indeed.  In  little  more  than  three  years,  for 
instance,  guided  missiles  have  brought  a  new 
major  industry  to  Greater  Boston,  the  research, 
development  and  production  of  these  weapon 
systems  now  constitutes  an  important  factor 
in    the    region's    economy. 

Current  contracts  run  into  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Its  expansion  is  so  rapid  that 
construction  of  new  plants,  laboratories  and 
testing  facilities  are  almost  a  routine  part  of 
its  operation.  Thousands  of  additional  jobs 
have  been  created  as  a  result  of  five  prime 
contracts  to  large  firms,  which  mean  vital  sub- 
contract work   for  hundreds  of   small  companies. 

For  instance,  Raytheon  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, second  largest  employer  in  Massachusetts, 
employs  more  than  three  thousand  persons  in 
its  missiles  systems  division  in  Lowell,  Tewks- 
bury  and  Billerica.  In  1957  Raytheon  paid 
over  600  subcontractors  in  Massachusetts,  nine 
and    one-half    million    dollars. 

Why  has  our  area  been  selected  to  play  such 
an  important  role  in  the  nation's  guided  missile 
program?  Of  course,  it  didn't  just  happen. 
One  explanation,  perhaps  over-simplified,  is 
that  the  heart,  brain  and  nerve  center  of  every 
guided  missile  is  electronics,  and  Greater  Boston 
has  become  the  electronics  capitol  of  the  country. 

Avco  Manufacturing  Corporation  has  built 
a  fifteen  million  dollar  research  and  develop- 
ment center  in  Wilmington,  and  are  already 
employing  1700  of  our  citizens.  Their  establish- 
ment here,  rather  than  the  South,  or  some 
other  part  of  the  country,  can  be  directly 
traced  to  the  superior  educational,  scientific 
and  technical  facilities  available  in  our  area, 
as  well  as  their  definite  feeling  that  our  Massa- 
chusetts labor  is  much  more  highly  skilled 
than    in    many   other    parts    of   the   country. 

Four  major  nuclear  projects  in  the  Greater 
Boston  area  now  under  construction  are 
estimated  to  cost  over  200  million  dollars,  with 
a  fifth  project,  the  Yankee  Atomic  Plant  in 
Rowe,  in  Western  Massachusetts,  being  con- 
structed at  a  cost  of  approximately  fifty  million 
dollars. 
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I  said  earlier  that  the  Greater  Boston  area 
had  become  the  electronics  capitol  of  the 
country.  This  is  certainly  borne  out  when  you 
realize  that  construction  totaling  at  least  fifty 
million  dollars  on  new  electronic  plant  facilities 
are  now  under  way.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is 
expected  that  this  industry  will  become  the  top 
industrial  employer  in  our  state.  The  enormous 
growth  of  the  industry  can  be  best  seen  when 
we  realize  that  over  half  of  the  Massachusetts 
companies  in  the  electronics  business  today, 
began   their   operations   after   World    War    II. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  imaginative  genius  of 
industrial  and  university  scientists,  Yankee  in- 
genuity, combined  with  precision  workmanship 
have  been  responsible  for  these  great  advances 
in  the  electronics  field  that  has  brought 
thousands  of  additional  jobs  to  our  state. 

May  we  for  a  moment  examine  the  change 
that  our  community  is  undergoing,  or  that  our 
citizens  are  undergoing  as  a  result  of  these 
dynamic  changes  in  our  state,  and  indeed  our 
whole  country.  Demands  upon  business,  labor 
and  industry  are  certainly  changing.  We  must 
keep  pace  with  this  nuclear  age  and  take  ad- 
vantage of  every  opportunity  and  potential. 
This  will  demand  more  and  more  of  us  as  men, 
and  I  am  gratified  to  say  that  during  the  past 
two  or  three  years  I  have  seen  a  growing  aware- 
ness on  the  part  of  businessmen  to  accept  more 
fully    their    civic    responsibilities. 

Let  us  take  a  look  at  the  businessman.  What 
makes  him  tick — what  motivates  him.  As  a 
businessman  myself,  I  can  speak  with  some 
authority  on  this  subject.  In  addition,  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Greater  Boston  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, representing  the  businessmen,  I  have 
come  to  know  more  intimately  their  problems 
and  their  interests  in  the  Greater  Boston 
metropolitan    business    area. 

The  businessman  occupies  a  very  singular 
position.  He  is  the  only  one  actually  who  can 
create  a  job.  Government,  on  the  other  hand 
must  first  take  taxes  from  several  in  order  to 
employ  one.  The  businessman  is  the  only  unit 
in  the  economy  that  can  bring  into  play  the 
natural  resources,  the  human  resources,  the 
tools  and  techniques  of  production,  the  analysis 
of  the  market  and  the  elements  of  selling. 
Essentially  the  businessman  must  be  a  gambler. 
His  stakes  are  his  own  talents,  time,  energies 
and  money.  He  is  willing  to  gamble  these 
things  so  long  as  there  is  an  opportunity  for 
return  or  profit.  Whenever  his  changes  drop 
below  the  line  of  good  risk,  we  can  expect 
him  to  react  just  as  any  of  you  would.  He 
simply  gets  out  of  the  game.  This  means  that 
he  shelves  or  minimizes  his  job  creating  ability. 
I  can  certainly  say,  as  a  general  contractor  and 
a  builder,  that  this  is  particularly  true  in  the 
building    industry. 

Now  let  me  speak  to  you  from  a  plane  of 
mutual  and  high  interest.  If  you  and  I  are 
going  to  get  the  most  out  of  our  economic 
growth  and  the  economic  potential  of  our  com- 
munity in  the  years  to  come,  our  leaders  must 
orient  their  mental  processes,  attitudes  and  ac- 
tion for  the  good  of  the  whole  community 
rather  than  for  the  pure,  personal  gain  of  any 
one  segment  of  the  local  community  or  the 
general    economy. 

For  example,  many  of  you  participate  in 
the  United  Fund  Drive.  That  is  good.  Many 
of  you  participate  in  religious  activities.  That 
is  good.  Many  of  you  participate  in  various 
fraternity  orders.  That  is  good.  What  is  now 
needed  is  an  expansion  of  the  kind  of  leader- 
ship   and    orientation. 

The  businessman,  as  an  example,  has  given 
more  and  more  of  himself,  his  time,  leadership 
and  money  to  the  creation  of  job  opportunities 
and  for  the  expansion  of  the  Massachusetts 
economy. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Greater  Boston 
Chamber    of     Commerce — about    45     outstanding 


businessmen— are  principally  concerned  in  the 
daily  operation  of  their  various  business  institu- 
tions with  the  problem  of  making  a  profit,  and 
of  course,  without  this  profit  business  op- 
portunities, job  opportunities,  would  be  lost. 
However,  when  they  sit  around  a  Chamber 
of  Commerce  Board  meeting  table,  they  leave 
their  profit  motives  on  the  top  of  their  own 
desks.  As  Chamber  of  Commerce  leaders  they 
have  oriented  their  thinking  to  what  is  good 
for  Boston.  What  can  we  do  to  create  more 
jobs?  What  can  we  do  to  raise  our  standards 
of  living?  What  can  we  do  to  insure  the  good 
livability  of  Boston  and  the   metropolitan  area? 

Of  course,  the  answers  to  these  questions 
obviously  highlight  major  problems  that  are 
hamstringing  this  city's  economic  growth.  So 
we  find  these  businessmen  coping  with  the 
problems  of  excess  taxation,  with  regional 
planning,  with  highway  construction,  with  in- 
dustrial development,  and  with  urban  renewal 
problems  which  affect  every  man  in  this  room, 
and  every  member  of  the  families  represented 
here. 

In  addition,  constant  effort  is  directed  toward 
creating  a  business  climate  which  will  help 
create   new  jobs   for   more    people. 

Obviously  this  too  is  an  area  of  interest,  so 
the  modern  Massachusetts  businessman  is  a  man 
motivated — as  he  should  be — to  making  a  profit. 
He  is  a  man  today  motivated  more  than  ever 
before  by  the  desire  to  rid  this  state  of  the 
obstacles  that  are  obstructing  our  economic 
growth.  Backing  up  this  effort,  he  is  voluntarily 
investing  large  sums  of  his  own  money  in  the 
future.  Together,  businessmen  are  investing 
approximately  one-half  million  voluntary  dollars 
in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  program  which 
touches  the  industrial,  the  commercial,  and  the 
civic   interests   of   Greater   Boston. 

My  curbstone  estimate  is  that  the  business- 
men of  Boston  are  investing  one  million 
voluntary  dollars  in  civic  organizations  to  raise 
the  standards  of  living  of  each  person  in  this 
metropolitan    area. 

One  such  other  group  here  in  Boston,  al- 
though perhaps  you  have  not  heard  a  great 
deal  about  it,  because  its  work  is  done  rather 
quietly,  is  the  civic  committee  of  100,  established 
several  months  ago  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
Greater  Boston  and  its  citizens.  An  executive 
committee  of  nineteen  meets  regularly  every 
two  weeks  for  two  or  three  hours  to  discuss 
and  promote  programs  of  action  for  the  benefit 
of  our  city,  and  area.  When  you  can  get  the 
president  of  our  largest  bank,  the  president  of 
one  of  our  largest  utilities,  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  one  of  our  largest  department 
stores  and  other  top  leaders,  to  meet  on  a 
regular  basis  to  discuss  community  problems, 
I  think  we  have  made  a  great  deal  of  progress. 
May  I  add,  that  your  own  Ken  Kelley  sits  on 
this  executive  committee  and  has  made  many 
thoughtful  and  important  contributions  to  our 
discussions. 

Much  of  our  work  is  done  behind  the  scenes, 
and  does  not  receive  any  publicity.  For  instance, 
a  great  deal  of  effort  was  put  in  to  the  job  of 
getting  the  Massachusetts  Port  Authority  ac- 
tivated. It  was  our  belief  that  this  legislation 
was  good  legislation,  and  I  might  add,  sup- 
ported by  a  large  majority  of  labor.  Success 
was  only  achieved  two  short  months  ago,  and 
it  is  my  belief  that  given  proper  backing  that 
this  new  agency  will  bring  thousands  of  new 
dollars  to  our  area  through  its  promotional 
activities,  and  at  the  same  time,  bring  many 
new  jobs  to  us  through  the  new  construction 
which  will  be  developed. 

Boston's  new  Government  Center  was  another 
vital  project  essential  to  the  growth  of  our 
area,  which  had  the  backing  and  support  of 
the  entire  business  community,  and  I  am  sure 
the  support  of  labor,  also.  Here  again,  hard- 
headed    businessmen     co-ordinated     and     worked 
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behind  the  scenes  to  develop  harmonious  rela- 
tions between  city,  state  and  federal  authorities. 

Think  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  man 
hours  of  work  that  will  be  provided  as  a  result 
of  this  one  hundred  million  dollar  attack  on 
the  blighted  Scollay  Square  and  Dock  Square 
areas. 

Think  of  the  hundreds  of  new  jobs  which 
will  be  created  because  of  the  private  construc- 
tion that  will  take  place  as  a  result  of  the 
construction  of  a  new  State  office  building,  a 
new  City  Hall,  and  a  new  Federal  office  building. 

Other  major  projects  on  which  business  has 
worked  hard  are  the  garage  under  the  Boston 
Common,  and  the  second  Harbor  crossing, 
which  will  bring  major  benefits  to  our  area. 

Of  course,  I  am  sure  all  of  you  are  familiar 
with  the  part  played  by  the  Greater  Boston 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  other  business, 
municipal  and  state  leaders  in  bringing  the  one 
hundred  million  dollar  Prudential  Center  to 
Boston.  Few,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  will  ever 
know  how  narrowly  we  missed  obtaining  this 
spectacular  urban  development  for  our  Back 
Bay  area.  A  few  dedicated  businessmen  work- 
ing as  members  of  a  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Committee  were  successful  in  convincing  a 
skeptical  Prudential  management  that  Boston 
was  the  place  to_  locate  what  will  be  the  largest 
intown   commercial   center  in  the  world. 

Yes,  urban  renewal  is  the  best  hope  for  the 
rebirth  of  older  cities  like  Boston  to  enable 
them  to  compete  favorably  with  younger,  less 
mature  cities.  The  same,  of  course,  can  be  said 
of  Worcester,  Springfield,  Lawrence,  Fall  River 
or   New  Bedford. 

Urban  renewal  programs  in  these  cities  and 
many  others  throughout  the  state  will  not  only 
mean  new  jobs  during  construction,  as  well  as 
permanent  jobs  thereafter,  but  provide  for 
cleaner  and  more  attractive  areas  for  our  great 
tourist  industry.  This  industry  today  is  one  of 
our  largest,  but  can  become  even  greater 
through  joint  eflorts  in  attacking  some  of  the 
problems    which    I    have    mentioned. 

Now  what  part  can  labor  play  in  helping  to 
shape  the  future  of  our  communities  and  our 
state?  First,  I  believe,  that  business  and  labor 
should  stop  talking  to  themselves  only  and 
start  talking  with  each  other.  Too  frequently 
men  of  labor  have  formulated  and  adopted  pro- 
grams without  the  benefit  of  consultation  with 
the  other  segments  of  the  community.  By  the 
same  token  I  can  plead  guilty  for  businessmen 
who,  on  many  occasions  have  done  the  same 
thing. 

I  am  encouraged  by  the  fact  that  you  have 
invited  a  businessman  to  speak  to  you  here 
today,  an  employer  of  your  men,  and  I  might 
add  that  in  twenty-five  years  in  the  construc- 
tion business  that  I  have  found  the  labor 
leaders  in  our  industry  always  ready  and  willing 
to  discuss  mutual  problems,  men  who  were  will- 
ing and  able  to   compromise  our   differences. 

Yes,  labor  as  well  as  employers,  I  believe, 
has  made  great  strides  in  these  twenty-five 
years  that  I  have  been  associated  with  the 
industry.  No  longer  is  the  employer  anxious 
to  beat  his  workers  out  of  their  just  rights  and 
privileges  with  little  concept  of  his  industry 
and  its  obligations.  Rather  today,  employers 
generally  have  been  well  trained  in  their  re- 
spective areas  of  the  industry,  but  have  also 
a  mutual  understanding  of  the  overall  problems. 

Labor  leaders  generally,  by  the  same  token, 
do  not  try  to  whip  employers  into  line  through 
shady  practices  on  the  part  of  individuals  not 
competent  to  lead  their  workers.  Today  most 
of  you  are  men  specifically  trained  for  your 
assignments,  and,  in  your  dealings  with  em- 
ployers, lay  the  cards  face  up  on  the  table. 

I  have  been  heartened  recently  by  the  invita- 
tion extended  to  the  executive  director  of  our 
Associated  General  Contractors  of  America  to 
appear    and    speak    both    before    the    Carpenters 


convention  and  the  Bricklayers  convention.  The 
A.G.C.  of  course  has,  on  several  occasions 
invited  both  Richard  Gray  and  other  labor 
leaders  to  its  national  convention  and  may  I 
here  utter  a  word  of  caution,  if  I  may,  with 
regard  to  the  members  of  the  building  trades 
as   you    affiliate    with    the    C.I.O.: 

As  you  know,  negotiations  which  have  been 
conducted  for  many  months  have  not  yet  re- 
solved the  questions  of  A.F.L.  Craft  Unions 
vs  C.I.O.  Industrial  unions  in  the  maintenance, 
and,  yes,  in  some  cases,  in  the  new  construc- 
tion work  done  at  large  industrial  plants 
throughout  the  country.  Unless  this  problem 
is  resolved,  and  soon,  the  workers  in  the  con- 
struction industry,  as  well  as  contractors  them- 
selves, will  have  their  markets  reduced  very 
substantially.  It  could  mean  that  members  of 
the  Steelworkers  Union,  and  Automobile  Workers 
Union,  may  be  doing  the  construction  mainte- 
nance in  industrial  plants  in  the  years  ahead. 

May  I  appeal  for  moderation  in  the  demands 
that  you  make  on  industry  and  business.  Re- 
member that  we  are  a  growing  population; 
many  large  new  plants  and  facilities  are  going 
to  be  built  in  this  great  country  of  ours.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  in  the  past  years  we  have 
established  a  full-fledged  research  department 
at  the  Chamber,  assisted  by  a  research  com- 
mittee, to  fully  develop  our  potential  and  see 
that  we  get  a  fair  share  of  the  new  industry 
and  plants  being  established  throughout  the 
country.  We  must,  however,  be  in  a  position 
to  compete  with  other  states  for  these  plants, 
not  only  in  the  cost  of  construction,  but  also 
in  the  cost  of  operating  these  facilities  in  our 
state. 

It  is  all  well  and  good  to  try  to  get  the 
largest  wage  increase  and  fringe  benefits  pos- 
sible in  any  given  year  from  your  employers, 
but  I  am  sure  that  you  know  that  these  same 
employers,  if  they  are  to  stay  in  business,  must 
compete  with  other  firms  throughout  the  country 
to  say  nothing  _  of  the  overseas  competition 
which  in  some  industries  is  becoming  quite  a 
problem. 

As  an  illustration,  during  1957,  seventy-two 
new  firms  moved  into  Greater  Boston,  with  a 
total  of  7600  new  jobs.  During  the  same  period, 
unfortunately  however,  the  area  lost  twenty 
firms    and    5350    jobs. 

Other  areas  are  making  more  rapid  progress 
in  bringing  new  jobs  to  their  areas.  It  be- 
hooves us  to  see  that  wages,  job  conditions, 
the  business  climate,  the  political  climate,  and 
taxes  are  at  a  level  which  will  retain  our 
present  industries  and  continue  to  attract  new 
industry  and  new  jobs  to  our  area  in  ever 
increasing    numbers. 

Labor  has  a  vital  stake  in  this  whole  picture. 
Labor  can  and  must  exercise  its  leadership  and 
play  an  increasingly  important  part  in  solving 
the  many  problems  that  confront  us  in  the 
months    ahead. 

Together,  with  good  will  and  mutual  under- 
standing, we  face  marvelous  opportunities  in 
the  exciting  era  ahead,  the  Jet  Age,  the 
Nuclear  Age,  in  which  we  should  rehabilitate, 
rebuild  and  reshape  our  cities  and  state  to  the 
extent  that  they  will  provide  more  job  op- 
portunities and  a  fuller  and  richer  life  for  all 
of    our    citizens.     Thank   you. 

President  Callahan :  Mr.  Volpe,  may  I  thank 
you  most  sincerely  for  attending  our  conven- 
tion and  may  you  in  your  business  life  continue 
to  recognize  the  aims  and  the  ambitions  of 
organized  labor.  I  hope  you  will  always  continue 
to  be  listed  in  the  ranks  of  the  liberal  em- 
ployers  of   our   state.     Thank  you. 

Will  the  Escort  Committee  please  escort  Sena- 
tor Powers  to  the  platform.  They  are  Joseph 
Slattery,  Local  103,  Walter  Monohan,  Local 
103,  and  Howard  McLennan,  Fire  Fighters, 
and  John  O'Malley  of  Local  1505. 

Delegates    assembled,    as    your    next    speaker 
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we  have  one  who  certainly  needs  no  introduc- 
tion to  an  audience  in  Boston.  He  needs  no 
introduction  to  any  convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor.  You  know  him 
as  one  who  has  served  on  Beacon  Hill  for  the 
past  twenty  years,  fighting  the  good  fight  not 
only  for  the  people  of  Boston,  but  for  all  of  the 
people  in  Massachusetts.  There  is  no  greater 
statesman  on  Beacon  Hill  than  Senator  Powers; 
nobody  more  capable  nor  more  courageous.  I 
consider  it  a  great  honor  to  present  to  you  this 
morning  that  dynamic  man  who  fights  for  the 
cause  of  all  people  of  our  state,  the  Honorable 
Senator  John  E.    Powers. 

SENATOR  JOHN  E.  POWERS 
Massachusetts  Senate 

Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President  and 
delegates  to  this  great  convention  expressing  as 
you  do  the  element  of  labor's  economy  of  this 
great  Commonwealth  of  close  to  five  million 
people. 

I  come  here  in  a  spirit  of  extreme  grateful- 
ness for  what  you  and  your  contemporaries 
and  your  predecessors  have  done  in  making 
for  this  great  Commonwealth  the  state  that  it  is, 
to  be  known  as  it  is  all  over  this  world — the 
laboratory  of  social  legislations  because  of  your 
dedication    and    your    determination. 

I  come  here  this  morning  with  mixed  emo- 
tions, that  I  might  make  public  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  debt  of  abounding  gratitude  that 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth — -be  they 
Democrat,  be  they  Republican  or  be  they  In- 
dependent— owe  to  a  personality  of  a  John  A. 
Callahan,    your   President. 

I  have  served  in  this  great  legislative  body 
for  twenty  consecutive  years.  I  have  seen  and 
I  have  marched  shoulder  to  shoulder  during 
times  of  economic  stress,  during  times  of 
economic  danger,  during  times  *when  the  very 
heart  and  soul  of  men  were  being  tested.  And 
I  think  when  the  history  of  this  great  Com- 
monwealth is  written,  when  the  accomplish- 
ments and  the  desires  and  the  aims  and  the 
ideals  of  labor  are  written  in  our  history  books, 
the  name  of  John  Callahan  will  be  the  epitome 
of  that  recognition  because  of  his  dedication. 

You  are  to  be  congratulated  for  many  things, 
but  above  all  you  are  to  be  congratulated  for 
your  selection  of  he  who  has  led  you  well.  What 
the  future  holds  for  you,  John,  is  my  wish  re- 
echoed by  five  million  of  your  fellow  citizens, 
that  it  be  for  the  best  and  of  the  longest  dura- 
tion. 

What  I  have  said  of  John  Callahan,  without 
any  reservation,  without  any  apology,  I  say  of 
Ken  Kelley.  It's  rather  easy  sometimes  to  sit 
in  the  shelter  of  a  home  and  office  and  not 
become  the  subject  of  either  personal  legislative 
or  journalistic  barbs  and  condemnation.  It  tries 
the  courage  and  the  soul  and  the  constitution, 
the  temperament  and  the  personality  of  men. 
No  man  has  received  such  condemnation  as 
has  he.  But  those  condemnations  never  mis- 
directed what  was  your  mandate  to  him.  He 
has  been  a  credit  to  the  entire  citizenry  of 
this  Commonwealth.  He  has  been  a  dedicated 
public  servant,  and  I  congratulate  you  for  the 
honors  that  you  gave  to  him,  and  for  him  I 
wish  all  the  success  and  the  prosperity  too, 
because  no  man  better  deserves  the  congratula- 
tions and  the  commendation  of  labor  and  of 
the  people,  the  working  men  and  women  of 
this  Commonwealth  and  of  industry  too,  than 
does  Ken  Kelley.  I  say  that  of  all  of  your 
Executive  Committee  and  your  Vice  Presidents 
and  all  of  you  who  join  with  a  philosophy  to 
accomplish  what  basically  is  our  number  one 
objective — the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest 
number. 

I  come  here  this  morning  to  you  as  the 
beneficiary    of    your    work   and    your    dedication. 


I  find  myself,  as  I  have  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  representing  a  voice  and  a  conscience 
of  organized  labor  in  the  legislative  hall.  Those 
demands  over  twenty  years  have  not  been  the 
demands  of  an  unreasonable  segment  of  our 
economy.  They  were  organized  and  later  came 
of  age  because  it  was  a  necessity;  and  98% 
of  those  objectives  of  labor  were  fought  not 
for  the  organized  but  for  the  unorganized 
citizenry  of  this  Commonwealth.  That  has 
been  your  directive;  that  has  been  your  dedica- 
tion; that  has  been  your  accomplishment.  You 
have  decried  injustices  no  matter  where  they 
were,  and  you  joined  shoulder  to  shoulder  to 
correct  an  injustice  which  terminated  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  November.  A  device,  im- 
moral, un-American,  unjust  and  unfair,  which 
disenfranchised  people  of  this  Commonwealth. 
You  fused  with  your  fellow  citizens  to  destroy 
that  device  which  was  allowed  to  be  part  of 
our  political  thinking  and  to  be  a  part  of  our 
legislative  process  for  a  period  of  146  years, 
and  you  destroyed  this  so-called  gerrymander- 
ing which  has  gone  on  for  too  long  allowing 
one  branch  of  government  to  be  the  barrier 
against  advancement  in  good  legislation.  You 
accomplished  it.  I  am  the  beneficiary  by  be- 
coming the  first  fulltime  president  of  my  party 
in  the  Massachusetts  Senate  for  over  three 
hundred    years. 

Has  all  this  been  worth  the  dedication  of 
men  now  living,  or  those  lying  dead  for 
hundreds  of  years?  Trying  to  accomplish  and 
becoming  the  pioneers,  because  it  was  labor 
that  first  recognized  these  injustices,  or  do  we 
now  find  it,  as  we  do  this  accomplishment — 
what  is  to  be  the  outcome?  Are  we  to  ac- 
complish two  purposes?  Number  one,  are 
we  to  become  partners  fn  a  policy  of  reprisal? 
Are  we  to  destroy  the  Republican  party?  Are 
we  to  destroy   so-called  big  business? 

This  is  not  our  objective.  That  never  was 
our  objective.  We  know  that  we  sit  before 
the  same  jury,  the  jury  of  the  entire  citizenry 
of  this  Commonwealth;  and  I  give  lie  as  it 
affects  the  Democratic  party  and  I  know  _  as 
it  affects  labor,  we  give  lie  to  that  accusation 
which  has  attempted  to  be  used  to  destroy  us 
before  we  are  ready  to  make  those  social  gains 
so  necessary.  There  will  not  be  any  reprisal 
against  the  Republican  party  or  against  so- 
called  big  business.  We  want  to  make  an  ally 
of  the  industrial  climate  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  we  want  to  build  strong  and  keep  active 
and  alert  the  two-party  system  in  this  Com- 
monwealth. But  we  are  not  going  to  allow  a 
minority  party  to  shirk  its  responsibility  to 
the  people  in  the  Commonwealth.  They  must 
assume,    with   proportion,    that   responsibility. 

We  ask  not  for  political  loyalty  but  we 
ask  in  98%  of  the  matters  appearing  before 
us,  that  are  not  of  a  political  nature,  that  they 
give  to  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  with 
equal  zeal,  with  equal  determination  and  with 
equal  enthusiasm,  that  which  we  attempt  to  do, 
the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number  of 
people.    We  ask  no  more  and  we  expect  no  less. 

You  may  have  read  that  it  is  my  desire  to 
share  that  responsibility  with  a  minority  party, 
to  give  to  them  chairmanships  on  various  com- 
mittees, to  equalize  the  membership  on  certain 
Senate  committees  where  they  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  make  themselves  heard.  That 
never  happened  since  the  Elbridge  Gerry  device 
in  1812.  But  for  us  who  have  caused  and  car- 
ried on  a  crusade  since  that  day,  to  do  any- 
thing less  would  be  to  compound  a  felony. 
And  if  it  was  bad  and  immoral  and  un-American 
for  them  to  do  it,  then  it  would  be  equally 
immoral,  it  would  be  equally  unfair  and  unjust 
for  us  to  do  it.  So  we  start  off  with  clean 
hands.  We  are  walking  into  a  Legislature  as 
we  would  walk  into  a  Court  of  Equity  with  clear 
hands,  and  if  they  refuse  their  responsibility, 
then    they    must    be    adjudged    guilty    before    the 
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same  jury   to   which  you  and   I   have  made  our 
appeal   all   of   these  years. 

I  say  to  Labor,  of  this  tremendous  gain  that 
you  have  made,  let  us  at  the  very  outset  decry 
any  propaganda  that  we  are  to  be  a  party  of 
reprisal.  Reprisal  is  not  now,  nor  has  it  ever 
been,  a  part  of  the  Democratic  party  nor  of 
Labor. 

Our  desire  is  to  legislatively  gain  certain 
basic  and  fundamental  rights  whether  they  are 
gained  over  the  bargaining  table  or  whether 
they  are  gained  through  the  instrumentality  of 
a  legislative  body.  Reprisal  has  never  been 
our  motivation.  We,  the  Democratic  party  and 
Labor  are  dedicated  to  correct  wrongs,  not  to 
create    them. 

Accordingly,  the  fact  that  certain  elements 
of  the  community  anticipate  that  reprisal  will 
dominate,  serves  only  as  a  warning  to  us,  that 
unless  the  utmost  care  is  exercised,  we  will  be 
accused  at  every  opportunity  that  we  are  un- 
worthy and  unequipped  to  administer  control  of 
all  branches  of  our  State  Government.  We  can- 
not  allow   this   accusation  to  be   made. 

The  history  of  the  Democratic  party  and  of 
Labor  contains  variable  parts  said  of  dedicated 
men  who  literally  died  to  bring  this  day  to 
pass.  We  cannot,  we  will  not,  we  shall  not 
fail  them.  So,  Labor  must  dedicate  itself  truly 
through  the  alliance  which  has  brought  this 
responsibility  to  us.  The  truth  concerning  us 
both  will  be  our  actions  and  our  actions  will  be 
confirmed.  This  is  our  responsibility;  we  will 
always  recognize  it  and  we  will  measure  up 
to    it. 

Now  our  state  is  best  served  when  the  op- 
portunities for  total  employment  and  the  op- 
timum of  wages  are  present.  This  lies  in  the 
capacity  of  the  business  and  industrial  elements 
to  expand  and  to  prosper.  There  will  be  some 
legislative  reforms  without  breaking  or  de- 
stroying the  right  of  free  petition  which  is 
our  legacy  and  we  will  try  to  perform  our 
legislative  duties  with  dispatch.  In  all  prob- 
ability we  will  attempt  to  cut  down  legislative 
expenses  that  we  might  bring  the  cost  of 
Government  within  the  ability  of  the  people 
to  pay.  But  at  no  time  will  we  take  a  step 
backward  in  the  progress  which  we  have  made. 

We  ask  the  same  type  of  economic  loyalty 
from  the  business  leaders,  from  those  making 
up  the  various  segments  of  our  economy,  to 
join  with  us  and  not  to  make  every  issue  a 
political  issue.  We  are  willing  to  meet  on  a 
common  ground  but  we  will  not  allow — we 
never  have  allowed — because  we  won't  falter 
in  that  responsibility,  that  common  meeting 
ground,  to  be  turned  into  a  battle  ground.  As 
a  leader  of  the  party,  as  I  see  it,  we  offer  a 
pledge  of  cooperation.  We  ask  the  same.  To- 
day your  dedication  and  mine  have  a  common 
affinity  of  interest  because  you  made  it  possible. 
To  these  ends  must  we  bend  our  efforts  and 
attain  our  goals,  for  to  do  less  is  to  invite  the 
return  of  a  government  and  a  philosophy  of 
government  which  is  and  has  been  hostile  to 
our  dedication  and  to  our  philosophy. 

Might  I  in  conclusion  say  this:  For  twenty 
years  I  have  followed  with  you  shoulder  to 
shoulder  and  never  have  I  faltered.  On  the 
other  hand,  never  have  you  faltered.  T  have 
not  changed  my  position,  and  I  don't  intend 
to   change   that  position. 

I  wish  for  you  every  success.  May  this  be 
the  beginning  of  a  new  era,  a  new  era  of  dedica- 
tion without  any  breaking  in  the  ranks — a  dedi- 
cation of  labor  generally  moving  together  that 
we  might  be  able  to  bequeath  to  another  genera- 
tion, those  things  for  which  our  fathers  and 
their  fathers  have  bled,  and  sweated,  and  died, 
to    accomplish. 

I  don't  want  to  go  back  to  the  years  of 
which  _  I  was  a  product.  I  want  to  see  op- 
portunities   in   the    field    of    industry,    opportuni- 


ties in  the  field  of  education.  I  don't  want  to 
see  a  single  youngster  in  this  great  Common- 
wealth be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring an  education.  I  don't  want  to  see  your 
sons  and  your  daughters,  and  I  don't  want  to 
see  your  grandchildren  driven  beyond  the 
geographical  boundary  of  this  Commonwealth 
into  the  institutions  of  education  because  we 
failed  to  measure  up  to  our  responsibility. 
Labor  and  the  Democratic  party  has  always 
fought  for  the  maintenance  of  our  responsibility 
under  the  concept  of  a  brotherhood  of  God  and 
fatherhood  of  man.  This  is  supposed  to  be  a 
society  guaranteeing  equality  of  opportunity, 
regardless  of  race  or  color  or  creed  or  of  na- 
tional origin.  Those  are  the  basic  concepts. 
These  are  the  aims,  the  ideals  and  the  objec- 
tives of  you  and  I,  and  I  hope  of  this  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth. 

I  am  honored  above  expression  because  with- 
out you  it  could  not  be  accomplished,  and  in 
that  effort  you  have  had  wonderful  leadership. 
What  I  said  of  John  and  Ken  I  say  of  Frank 
Lavigne  and  many  others,  walking  down  a  line 
unfaltering.  Let  that  be  our  dedication  because 
we  want  to  go  back  to  the  same  jury,  the 
citizenry  of  this  Commonwealth,  with  a  record 
of  accomplishment,  a  record  that  we  proudly 
can  lead  as  a  beneficiary  to  those  who  follow 
us.      Thank    you,    very    much. 

President  Callahan:  Senator  Powers,  may  I 
take  this  opportunity,  on  behalf  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor,  to  thank  you  for 
coming  here  to  address  our  convention.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  in  the  near  future  I  may 
have  the  opportunity  of  bringing  you  to  other 
audiences,  as  the  Honorable  John  E.  Powers, 
Mayor    of   the   City   of    Boston. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  Con- 
vention delegates.  We  are  going  to  take  the 
convention  picture.  This  will  be  the  last  con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  I  know  that  many  delegates  would 
like  to  be  able  to  have  some  permanent  me- 
mento of  this  convention.  Will  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  have  those  in  the  rear  of  the  hall  be 
seated,  in  order  that  we  will  be  able  to  get  an 
excellent  picture  of  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion of  Labor's  final  convention. 

The  Chairman  recognizes  Delegate  Donnelly 
of   the    Resolutions    Committee. 

I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Delegates  that  these  are  all  non-controversial 
resolutions. 

Delegate  Donnelly:  Resolution  No.  24  has 
been  withdrawn.  We  will  take  Resolution  No. 
25,   and   I    call   on    Delegate    Grassa   to   read   it. 

Delegate  Grassa  (Teachers  Local  1037,  Lynn)  : 
Resolution  No.  25  will  have  to  be  read  in  its 
entirety. 

RESOLUTION   NO.   25 

Support  of  the  Union  Labor  Life 
Insurance  Company 

Whereas:  It  has  become  the  responsibility 
of  the  labor  movement  to  assist  every  wage 
earner  to  provide  for  himself  adequate  insurance 
protection  against  the  contingencies  of  daily 
living,  through  the  establishment  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Funds,  Group  Life  Insurance  pro- 
grams, or  Group  Health  and  Accident  Insur- 
ance,   and 

Whereas:  Through  the  advice  and  counsel, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  and  its  affiliated  national  and 
international  unions,  the  Union  Labor  Life 
Insurance   Company  was   formed,   and 

Whereas:  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance 
Company  is  not  only  owned  and  controlled  by 
organized  labor,  as  represented  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor-Congress  of  Industrial 
Organizations,  but  is  dedicated  to  the  cause  of 
labor,  and  is  managed  solely  in  the  interests  of 
wage  earners,  their  families  and  their  friends, 
and 
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Whereas:  This  Company  has  demonstrated 
its  integrity  in  serving  the  cause  of  labor  for 
many  years  not  only  through  the  individual 
policy  contracts  of  all  types  for  wage  earners 
and  their  families,  but  in  the  fields  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Funds,  and  Group  Life  Insurance 
for  local  or  national  unions,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  we  reaffirm  our  endorsement 
of  the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company 
and  recommend  it  to  all  organized  labor,  their 
families,  friends,  and  sympathizers;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved:  That  we  recommend  to  all  affili- 
ated and  associated  local  unions  throughout  the 
state  sincere  and  co-operative  consideration  of 
the  services  of  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance 
Company  in  the  establishment  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Funds,  or  other  types  of  union  group 
insurance;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  we  renew  our  determination 
to  have  all  members  of  organized  labor,  their 
families,  friends,  and  sympathizers,  favor  the 
Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  with 
their    patronage. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Martin  J.  Casey, 
Electrotypers,  Local  11,  Boston,  John  J.  Con- 
nolly, Bookbinders,  Local  176,  Norwood,  and 
Mary  F.  Coyne,  Bookbinders,  Local  56,  Boston.) 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolution  and 
I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee  be   the  action   of  the   convention. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  Action  comes  on 
concurrence  in  Resolution  No.  25.  Is  there 
any  further  discussion?  If  not,  all  in  favor 
say  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes"  have  it. 
It  is  a  vote  and   so  ordered. 

Delegate  Donnelly:  Resolution  No.  28, 
Changing  U.    S.    Senate   Rule  22. 

RESOLUTION  No.  28 
Changing  Senate  Rule  22 

Whereas:  Ever  since  1841  the  threat  of 
filibuster  has  hung  over  the  deliberations  of 
the  U.  S.  Senate — thus  enabling  a  minority  to 
thwart  majority   rule  and   desires;   and 

Whereas:  It  is  almost  impossible  to  assure 
full  and  fair  consideration  of  meaningful  civil 
rights  legislations  by  the  Congress  so  long  as 
Senate  Rule  22  governing  the  limitation  of 
debate  in  the  United  States  Senate  remains 
unchanged ;    and 

Whereas:  The  Little  Rock  tragedy,  the 
bombings  of  schools,  churches  and  temples,  and 
other  incidents  of  violence  indicate  the  great 
need  for  civil  rights  legislation  going  beyond 
last  sessions  right-to-vote-law;  legislation  that 
will  provide  much  needed  tools  for  education, 
conciliation,  financial  support  and  relief  in  all 
types  of  equal  rights  protection  cases;  therefore 
be   it 

Resolved:  that  this  convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor  go  on  record  as 
endorsing  the  stand  of  the  AFL-CIO  in  favor 
of  changing  Rule  22  to  permit  majority  rule 
in  the  Senate  in  limiting  and  closing  debate. 
We  note  with  appreciation  the  fact  that  Senator 
John  F.  Kennedy  has  pledged  his  support  of 
moves  to  revise  Rule  22  at  the  opening  of  the 
Senate  session.  We  urge  him  to  give  this 
move  his  fullest  support.  We  further  note 
with  regret  that  Senator  Leverett  Saltonstall 
has  not  committed  himself  similarly.  This  con- 
vention urges  Senator  Saltonstall  to  give  his 
fullest  support  to  the  efforts  to  change  the 
present    rule    which    perpetuates    the    filibuster. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Edward  Sullivan, 
Cambridge  C.L.U.) 

The  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  I  move  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee be  the  action  of  the  convention. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  You  heard  the  ac- 
tion taken  by  the  Resolutions  Committee  on 
Resolution  No.  28.  Is  there  any  discussion? 
If    not,    all    in    favor    signify    by    saying    "aye.'' 


Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes"  have  it.  It  is  a 
vote   and    so   ordered. 

I  would  like  to  make  an  announcement  at 
this  time.  Will  the  women  delegates  meet  here 
at  1:30  p.m.  with  Vice  President,  Helen  O'Don- 
nell. 

Delegate  Grassa:  Resolution  No.  29,  Extend- 
ing  Civil   Rights  in   Massachusetts. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  29 
Extending  Civil  Rights  in  Massachusetts 

Whereas:  The  AFL-CIO  and  the  Massachu- 
setts Federation  of  Labor  have  a  proud  record 
of  firm  support  of  the  cause  of  equal  rights  for 
all  Americans  regardless  of  race,  creed,  color 
or  national  origin;   and 

Whereas:  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts has  made  great  progress  in  the  field  of 
civil  rights  legislation,  while  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment has  lagged  behind  so  that  today  a  wave 
of  defiance  of  the  law,  violence,  and  wholesale 
denial  of  civil  rights  is  sweeping  across  whole 
sections  of  our  land,  wreaking  destruction  on 
schools,  meeting-places  and  houses  of  worship; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor  calls  on  the  Con- 
gressional delegation  from  this  state  to  bend 
their  efforts  toward  achieving  a  broad  federal 
civil  rights  law,  so  as  to  extend  effective  pro- 
tection to  every  constitutionally  guaranteed  civil 
right  of  our  citizens.  Congress  must  assume 
basic  responsibility  for  safeguarding  freedom 
and  for  assuring  equality  before  the  law  in  our 
land;   and  be  it   further 

Resolved:  That  we  note  with  approval  our 
state  laws  protecting  against  discrimination  in 
employment,  education,  public  accommodations, 
and  public  and  publicly-assisted  housing.  But 
we  recognize  too  that  the  great  remaining  prob- 
lem area  for  civil  rights  in  this  state  is  that  of 
housing.  We  believe  discrimination  and  segre- 
gation in  housing  because  of  race,  creed,  color 
or  national  origin,  are  contrary  to  the  demo- 
cratic way  of  life  and  should  be  eliminated  as 
quickly  as  possible.  We  therefore  urge  the  ex- 
tension of  Massachusetts  civil  rights  laws  in  the 
field  of  housing  as  a  logical  and  desirable  exten- 
sion of  basic  American  principles. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Elliott  Klitzman, 
ILGWU    No.    397,    Boston.) 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolution  and 
I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee be  the  action  of  the  convention. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  You  heard  the  action 
taken  by  the  Resolutions  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tion No.  29.  Is  there  any  discussion?  If  not, 
all  those  in  favor  say  "aye."  Opposed  "no." 
The  "ayes"  have  it.  It  is  a  vote  and  so 
ordered. 

Delegate  Donnelly:  Resolution  No.  31,  Sup- 
port of  the  Boston  Evening  Clinic. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  31 
Support  of  Boston  Evening  Clinic 

Whereas:  The  Boston  Evening  Clinic  is  the 
only  nonprofit  medical  institution  dedicated 
specifically  to  the  purpose  of  serving  the  health 
and  welfare  needs  of  working  men  and  women 
at   a   convenient  time   and   convenient   cost,    and 

Whereas:  Labor  has  for  many  years  in  the 
past  endorsed  the  purpose  and  dedication  of  the 
Boston  Evening  Clinic,  and  the  Boston  Evening 
Clinic  now  being  a  nonfinancial  member  of  the 
United   Community   Services,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  delegates  to  the  72nd 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Federation  of  Labor,  reaffirm  our  endorsement 
and  pledge  our  support  to  the  Boston  Evening 
Clinic. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Albert  W.  Wythe, 
Sec.-Treas.,    Local    373,    BSEIU.) 
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The  Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and 
I  move  that  the  action  of  the  Committee  be  the 
action  of  the  convention. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  You  heard  the  action 
of  the  Resolutions  Committee  on  Resolution  Xo. 
31.  Is  there  any  discussion?  Hearing  none,  all 
in  favor  say  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes" 
have  it.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

This  completes  the  Resolutions  Committee  Re- 
port as  of  now. 

The  Chair  recognizes  Secretary-Treasurer 
Kenneth   Kelley  at  this   time. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Is  Martin  Pierce,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Standing  Committees' 
Report  in  the  hall?     Please  come  forward. 

Delegate  Pierce  (Fire  Fighters,  Local  718, 
Boston)  :  Thank  you,  Mr.  Secretary-Treasurer. 
I  would  like  to  announce  the  names  of  the  dele- 
gates who  are  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Standing  Committees'  Report. 

(List  of  Committee  members  read.) 

This  Committee  will  meet  in  the  Directors' 
Room  now  for  the  purpose  of  organization. 
Thank  you. 

Vice  President  Wipfler :  Are  there  any  further 
reports  of   Committees  ? 

Delegate  Anderson  (Retail  Clerks,  No.  1291, 
Boston)  :  For  a  point  of  information,  I  would 
like  to  know  when  the  delegates  are  going  to 
receive  a  copy  of  the  new  Constitution. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  I  am  informed  that 
they  just  arrived  and  they  will  be  made  avail- 
able to  all  the  delegates. 

For  what  purpose  does  the  delegate  rise? 

Delegate  Govcni  (Hotel,  Cafeteria  &  Wait- 
resses, No.  277 ,  Boston)  :  To  make  a  motion. 
I  would  like  to  move  that  those  controversial 
issues  before  the  Resolutions  Committee  be 
deferred  until  tomorrow  morning. 

From  the   Floor:    Second  the  motion. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  To  what  resolutions 
dees   the    maker    of   the    motion   have   reference? 

Delegate  Govoni:  The  sales  tax  resolutions 
and  the  building  trades   resolution. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  Motion  made  and 
seconded  that  all  controversial  questions  be 
postponed  until  tomorrow.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question?  All  in  favor  signify  by  saying 
"aye."  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes"  have  it.  It 
is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

The  Chair  recognizes  Martin  Casey,  Chairman 
of  the  Union  Label  Committee. 

Delegate  Casey  (Electrotypers,  Local  11.  Bos- 
ton) :  We  haven't  many  union  label  resolutions 
here. 

(Resolution  No.   11   read.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   11 

Recognition  of  the  "Union  Cards"  of  the 

Journeymen  Barbers  Union  and  the 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees 

and    the    Bartenders    Union 

AFL-CIO 

Whereas :  Because  of  the  continued  patronage 
by  members  of  ORGANIZED  LABOR,  many 
non-union  barber  shops,  hotels,  restaurants,  cafes 
and  barrooms  successfully  operate  under  sub- 
standard conditions,  and  thereby  have  become  a 
threat  and  a  menace  to  all  organized  labor  and 
to  the  conditions  and  principles  which  we  have 
labored  long  to  obtain,  and  hope  to  preserve,  and 

Whereas :  Much  of  the  gains  we  now  have 
and  any  that  we  may  hope  to  obtain  in  the 
future  can  be  attributed  to  the  respect  in  which 
ORGANIZED  LABOR  is  held  by_  the  general 
public,  and  this  respect  can  be  maintained  and 
improved  only  by  our  example  of  sincerity  in 
respecting  our  own  organizations ;  therefore  be 
it 

Resolved :  That  all  members  of  organized 
labor  be  urged  to  patronize  onlv  Barber  Shops 
that  display  the  ""UNION  SHOP"  card  and 
likewise     patronize     only     Hotels,      Restaurants, 


Cafes  and  Barrooms  that  display  the  "UNION 
HOUSE"  card,  the  authorized  emblems  of 
ORGANIZED   LABOR,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  this  "RESOLUTION"  be 
submitted  to  the  MERGER  CONVENTION  of 
the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  and  the 
Massachusetts  Committee  of  Industrial  Organi- 
zations by  action  of  this   Convention. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  William  T.  Fitz- 
gerald,   Barbers    Local    30,    Springfield.) 

The  Committee  on  L*nion  Label  Report  favors 
the   resolution   and   moves    for  its   adoption. 

Vice  President  Wipfler :  You  have  heard  the 
Committee's  report.  Is  there  any  question?  All 
in  favor  say  "aye.'*  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes" 
have  it.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

RESOLUTION   NO.   34 

Resolution   of   Thanks    and   Appreciation 

to  Donors  to  Union  Label  Exhibit 

Whereas:  The  Union  Label  Exhibit  affords 
makers  of  union-made  articles  an  opportunity 
of  making  known  to  delegates  and  visitors  their 
products,    and 

Whereas :  The  Union  Label  Exhibit  is  estab- 
lished to  bring  before  members  information  as 
to  union-made  articles,  and 

Whereas:  The  appended  list  of  manufacturers, 
International  Local  Unions  and  Central  Labor 
LTnions  through  these  donations  have  made  pos- 
sible a  very  successful  exhibit,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  extended 
to  all  who  contributed  to  our  LTnion  Label  Ex- 
hibit, that  delegates  and  visitors  on  their  return 
to  their  home  request  their  members,  relatives 
and  friends  to  patronize  these  products  and 
firms,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  we,  the  delegates  to  the  72nd 
annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  do  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to 
buy  only  such  goods  as  bear  the  Union  Label, 
and  to  patronize  only  those  shops  displaying 
Union  Shop  Cards,  and  whose  employees  dis- 
play the  Union  Button  of  American  Federation 
of   Labor   Organizations    onlv: 

AFLO  Mfg.  Co.,  Mail  Pouch  Tobacco  Co., 
Friend  Bros.,  Inc.,  Sweet  Orr  Co.,  Savage 
Arms  Corp.,  Converse  Rubber  Co.,  Gorton  Pew 
Fisheries,  R.  G.  Sullivan,  Haffenreffer,  Lever 
Bros.,  Plymouth  Rubber  Co.,  B.  F.  Goodrich, 
Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  Westfield  Mfg.  Co.,  Moore 
Drop  Forge  Co.,  First  National  Stores,  Cap 
Makers  Local,  Knickerbocker.  Continental  Baking 
Co.,  General  Baking  Co.,  Elm  Farm  Co.,  Stop 
&   Shop,    Seagram's   Distillery. 

(Submitted   by    Committee   on   Union   Labels.) 

The  Committee  on  Union  Labels  favors  this 
resolution  and  moves  for  its  adoption. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  You  have  heard  the 
Committee's  report.  Is  there  any  question?  All 
in  favor  say  'aye."  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes" 
have   it.     It   is   a   vote   and   so    ordered. 

Delegate  Bolk  (Papermakers,  431,  Lowell)  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  a  point  of  information.  Am  I 
to  understand  that  controversial  resolutions  will 
be  postponed  until  after  the  elections  of  officers? 

X'ice  President  Wipfler:  That  is  the  wish  of 
the  delegates,  but  nomination  of  officers  will  be 
the  first  order  of  business  this  afternoon.  Elec- 
tions will  come  after  the  debate  on  various  con- 
troversial resolutions  that  might  come  before  the 
house. 

The  Chair  now  recognizes  Secretary-Treasurer 
Kelley. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  dele- 
gates, I  wasn't  present  and  am  not  familiar 
with  the  point  of  information  requested  by  the 
delegate  but  for  the  information  of  that  delegate 
and  all  other  delegates,  we  have  now  just  re- 
ceived from  the  printer  the  copies  of  the  pro- 
posed merger  constitution.  The  Constitution 
Committee  is  meeting  and  is  prepared  to  bring 
in  its  report  tomorrow  morning  on  the  proposed 
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merger  constitution  for  the  new  State  A.F. L.- 
C.I. O.  Copies  of  this  Constitution  will  be  dis- 
tributed to  all  the  delegates  at  the  opening  of 
the  afternoon  session.  When  you  registered  you 
received  a  yellow  pamphlet,  entitled,  "Agree- 
ment for  the  Merger  of  the  Massachusetts  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  and  the  Massachusetts  State 
Industrial  Union  Council."  Those  two  pam- 
phlets will  be  the  subject  of  the  Constitution 
Committee's  report  to  this  convention  tomorrow. 

May  I  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  intent  of 
the  motion  that  was  adopted  a  few  moment  ago, 
is  to  postpone  everything  controversial  until 
tomorrow?  We  are  going  to  need  two  of  three 
hours  at  least  to  discuss  and  act  upon  this  very 
lengthy  merger  constitution.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  resolutions,  controversial  or  otherwise,  may 
be  acted  upon  by  this  convention  this  afternoon 
after  the  nomination  of  officers.  I  hope  it  won't 
take  more  than  an  hour  or  two  to  nominate  the 
candidates  for  the  various  offices  that  are  going 
to  be  elected  tomorrow  afternoon.  Further,  I 
hope  that  the  controversial  resolutions,  like  the 
sales  tax  or  anything  else,  won't  be  pushed  over 
until  tomorrow  because  time  will  be  running  out 
on  us.  Accordingly,  I  ask  for  clarification  of 
the  motion  to  postpone. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  The  Chair  recognized 
the  maker  of  the  motion.  It  was  duly  seconded 
and  put  to  the  delegates.  I  can't  see  that  I 
could  rule  any  other  way  unless  it  is  recon- 
sidered. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Do  I  understand,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  you  have  ruled  that  anything 
controversial  is  to  be  postponed? 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  No,  there  are  only 
two  questions  of  controversy  that  were  included 
in  the  motion.  One  was  the  sales  tax  and  the 
other  had  to  do  with  the  building  trades'  resolu- 
tions. Other  than  that,  any  other  business  to 
come  before  the  convention  will  be  taken  care  of 
this  afternoon. 

Secretary  Kelley:  May  I  say  in  that  connec- 
tion, the  building  trades'  resolution,  relating  to 
protection  of  their  jurisdiction  under  the  new 
merged  organization,  has  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  is  being  studied 
by  that  Committee  and  will  be  included  as  part 
of  the  Committee's  report  on  the  merger  consti- 
tution tomorrow  morning.  Therefore,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  leaves  just  the  sales  tax  resolutions, 
and  I  strongly  urge,  if  reconsideration  is  neces- 
sary, that  reconsideration  be  permitted  in  order 
that  the  Resolutions'  Committee  may  report  on 
controversial  or  non-controversial  resolutions  in- 
cluding the  sales  tax  this  afternoon. 


Vice  President  Wipfler:  For  what  purpose 
does  the  delegate  rise? 

Delegate  Govoni  (Hotel  &  Cafeteria  &  Wait- 
resses, No.  277) :  To  oppose  any  motion  for 
reconsideration.  I  would  like  to  state  my  rea- 
sons why.  I  would  also  like  to  make  a  clari- 
fication. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  Just  a  minute,  Dele- 
gate Govoni.  The  question  has  not  been  put, 
and  the  question  has  not  been  seconded  for  re- 
consideration. The  Chair  has  no  motion  before 
it  at  the  present  time. 

Delegate  Kelley  (Kenneth  Kelley,  Quincy 
Central  Labor  Union) :  I  move  reconsideration 
of  the  action  to  postpone  controversial  resolu- 
tions until  Friday.  I  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
consider will  prevail. 

From  the  Floor:  Seconded. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  The  motion  has  been 
made  and  seconded  to  reconsider  the  action  of 
postponing  until  Friday  consideration  of  the 
sales  tax  resolution. 

The  Chair  recognizes  Delegate  Govoni. 

Delegate  Govoni:  I  didn't  know  that  you  had 
denied  me  heretofore  and  allowed  Brother 
Kelley  to  speak.  Number  two,  it  is  now  seven 
minutes  after  twelve.  No  motion  was  made  to 
extend  the  morning  session. 

Delegate  Bolk  (Papermakers,  431,  Lowell)  : 
I  would  like  to  comment  on  the  situation.  The 
outcome  of  the  discussion  of  these  controversial 
issues  cannot  wait  until  the  nomination  for  offi- 
cials to  this  organization.  We  must  know  how 
they  stand  on  this  question  before  we  can  give 
our  support.  That  is  why  we  request  that  this 
hasty  action  be  reconsidered  so  we  can  bring  it 
up  this  afternoon  rather  than  stall  it  for  two 
days. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  The  Chair  recognizes 
the  delegate  on  microphone  3.  State  your  name 
and  local. 

Delegate  Connolly  (Alice  Connolly,  Local 
1291,  Retail  Clerks):  According  to  Robert's 
Rules  of  Order  only  one  who  had  voted  in  the 
affirmative  can  make  a  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:   That  is  right. 

Delegate  Connolly:  Mr.  Kelley  wasn't  present 
so  how  could  he  make  such  a  motion. 

Delegate  Govoni:  I  rise  to  move  for  adjourn- 
ment. 

From  the  Floor:   Seconded. 

Vice  President  Wipfler:  Motion  made  and 
seconded  that  we  adjourn.  All  in  favor  signify 
by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes" 
have  it.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

We  will  reconvene  at  2:00  p.m. 


THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  4,   1958 
AFTERNOON  SESSION 


(The  Convention  convened  at  2:15  p.m., 
President  Callahan,  presiding.) 

President  Callahan:  The  convention  will 
please  come  to  order. 

Delegate  Anctil  (Carpenters,  1035,  Taunton): 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  you  the  suspension  of 
the  Rules  at  this  time  to  permit  the  Constitution 
Committee  to  make  a  partial  report. 

President  Callahan:  Do  I  hear  the  motion 
seconded?  A  motion  has  been  made  and  duly 
seconded  that  we  suspend  the  Rules  in  order 
that  the  Constitution  Committee  can  make  a 
partial  report.  As  many  as  are  in  favor  signify 
by  saying  "aye."  Those  opposed  "no."  The 
"ayes"  have  it.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Chairman  Carroll  of  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee. 


Delegate  Carroll  (Cement  Masons,  Local  534, 
Boston)  :  I  am  going  to  make  a  very  brief  par- 
tial report  at  request  of  the  officers  to  facilitate 
the  affairs  of  this  convention.  Article  V  has  to 
do  with  the  election  of  officers. 

Officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  for  the  first  Merged  Council  shall  consist 
of: 

1.  One  Executive  Vice  President. 

2.  A  Secretary-Treasurer. 

3.  17  Vice  Presidents,  15  elected  by  districts 
according  to  Article  VI  and  two  Vice 
Presidents  at  Large,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
a  woman. 

I  move  you  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
as  read  be  adopted. 

President    Callahan:    You    heard    the    motion. 
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Do  I  hear  it  seconded?  Is  there  anything  to  be 
said  on  the  question?  If  not,  as  many  as  are 
in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Those  op- 
posed "no."  The  "ayes"  have  it.  It  is  a  vote 
and   so   ordered. 

The  Chair  recognizes  Secretary  Kelley. 
Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  conven- 
tion delegates.  Having  just  adopted  the  partial 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  _  the 
Rules  of  order  as  they  will  apply  to  the  nomi- 
nation of  officers,  will  be  as  follows:  There  will 
be  nominated  from  this  convention  here  this 
afternoon,  and  elected  tomorrow  afternoon,  the 
following  complement  of  officers  for  the  new 
merged  State  Labor  Organization  that  will  come 
into   existence   on   Saturday   morning. 

One  Executive  Vice  President,  one  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, 17  Vice  Presidents — 15  to  be 
elected  by  Districts  as  follows : 

The  Districts  to  be  arranged  in  the  follow- 
ing order. 

Suffolk  County  entitled  to  two  Vice  Presi- 
dents. 

Norfolk  and  Plymouth  Counties  entitled  to 
two  Vice  Presidents. 

Essex  County  entitled  to  two  Vice  Presi- 
dents. 

Middlesex  County  entitled  to  two  Vice 
Presidents. 

Worcester  County  to  be  divided  into  the 
two  districts,  5A  and  SB,  each  to  have  one 
Vice  President.  5A — All  cities  and  towns 
north  of  and  including  Petersham,  Hubbards- 
ton,  Princeton,  Sterling,  Lancaster,  Harvard 
line  in  Worcester.  5B — All  cities  and  towns 
south  of  Petersham,  Hubbardston,  Princeton, 
Sterling,  Lancaster,  Harvard  line  in  Worces- 
ter County. 

Hampden  and  Hampshire  Counties  entitled 
to  two  Vice  Presidents. 

Franklin  and  Berkshire  Counties  to  be  en- 
titled to  one  Vice  President. 

The  VII  District  shall  be  divided  into  two 
sections,  namely,  7A  and  7B,  with  one  Vice 
President  elected  from  each  section.  7A  shall 
consist  of  the  Greater  New  Bedford  Area  in 
Bristol  County  as  far  as  the  Dartmouth- West- 
port  line,  Barnstable  County  and  Dukes 
County.  7B  shall  consist  of  the  Greater  Fall 
River  Area,  from  the  Westport-Dartmouth 
line,  Taunton,  Attleboro  and  the  remaining 
towns  in  Bristol  County. 

Two  Vice  Presidents-at-Large,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  a  woman. 

Those,  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates,  are  the 
officers  for  which  we  are  now  to  nominate. 

President  Callahan :  The  Chair  recognizes 
Delegate  Anderson. 

Delegate  Anderson  (Retail  Clerks,  Local  No. 
1291,  Boston) :  At  the  present  time  we  are 
listening  to  a  report  from  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee. We  were  promised  two  and  one-half 
hours  ago  that  we  would  have  a  copy  of  the 
Constitution.     We  do  not  have  it. 

President  Callahan:  The  Constitution  should 
be  here  this  afternoon.  I  think  you  can  appre- 
ciate as  most  of  the  delegates  can,  that  we  did 
not  finish  up  drafting  the  Constitution  until 
late  Tuesday  night  with  the  Congress  of 
Industrial  Organizations.  It  went  to  the 
printers  and  you  will  have  it  in  your  hands 
this  afternoon.  Incidentally,  there  will  be  no 
action_  taken  on  the  Constitution  until  then. 
At  this  particular  time  we  are  proceeding  with 
the    nomination    of    officers. 

Delegate  Anderson:  I  might  be  a  little  dumb 
but  I  could  follow  it  easier  if  I  could  read  it 
out    of    a     book. 

President  Callahan:  The  delegate  and  all 
delegates  received  the  Agreement  for  the 
Merger  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  and  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organiza- 
tion. This  document  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Constitution.  This  is  simply  an  agreement 
to    merge   and   each   and    every    delegate   in  this 


hall  is  in  accord  with  me  on  that.  We  will 
discuss  and  go  over  the  Constitution  tomorrow 
morning  or  late  this  afternoon  whenever  it 
arrives. 

We  will  now  proceed  with  the  nomination  of 
officers  allocated  to  the  A.F.  of  L.  and  the 
Chair    recognizes    Vice    President    Loughlin. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  We  are  now  going 
to    procede   with  nominations. 

Nominations  are  now  in  order  for  the  office  of 
Executive  Vice  President.  The  Chair  will  recog- 
nize Joseph   Slattery. 

Delegate  Slattery  (Electrical  Workers,  Local 
No.  103,  Boston)  :  I  am  very  happy  to  nominate 
the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor,  John  Callahan,  for  our  Executive 
Vice  President. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Delegates,  you 
are  nominating  for  the  first  time  your  Execu- 
tive Vice  President,  your  President  who  served 
you   very    faithfully    for   three    years. 

Delegate  Chanduoit  (Building  Laborers,  No. 
560,  Waltham)  :   Mr.  Chairman.   .  .  . 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  We  are  recogniz- 
ing Brother  Slattery  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
nomination.  Will  you  please  take  your  chair; 
you   are  ruled   out   of   order. 

Delegate  Chanduoit:  A  point  of  order  is 
always    in    order,    Mr.    Chairman. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  The  Chair  recog- 
nizes   Brother    Slattery. 

Delegate  Slattery:  At  the  outset  in  my  re- 
marks I  pointed  out  that  I  have  the  pleasure 
of    the    responsibility    to    nominate.    .    .    . 

Delegate  Chanduoit:   Can  I  speak,  or  can't  I? 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  No,  you  can't. 
Will    ycu    continue    please,    Brother    Slattery. 

Delegate  Slattery:  I  would  like  very  much 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  not  because  I  am  Joe 
Slattery,  but  because  the  duty  I  have  is  really 
a  delightful  one  and  I  want  to  nominate  the 
gentleman  who  has  been  the  President  for  many 
years    and    has    done    a    good    job. 

The  remarks  that  I  make  here  are  not  neces- 
sary, it  seems  to  me,  for  the  man  I  nominate 
has  held  office  for  a  good  many  years — I  think 
15  years.  He  has  been  Vice  President  for  ten 
and  I  think  he  has  held  office  close  to  14  years 
in  the  service  of  the  American  Federation_  of 
Labor  State  Branch.  It  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  a  waste  of  your  time  and  mine  to  go  over 
the  records  because  you  already  know  the 
man's  record.  So  I  close  now  by  saying  I  am 
very  happy  and  I  know  you  are,  and  you  will 
make  it  known  I  am  sure  in  nominating  John 
A.    Callahan    for    Executive    Vice    President. 

Delegate  Craig  (Typographical  Local  No.  13, 
Boston)  :  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of 
John    Callahan. 

Delegate  Salem  (C.L.U.,  Lawrence)  :  It  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  second  the  nomination 
of  the  very  fine  leader  we  have  had  for  a  good 
many  years.  It  is  a  distinct  honor  for  me  to 
say  it's  nice  of  you  to  listen  and  to  have  a  guy 
from  my  home  town  and  who  has  done  a 
splendid  job  for  the  trade  union  movement. 
It's  a  pleasure  to  say  I   second  the  nomination. 

Delegate  Downey  (Allied  Furniture  Workers, 
Local  136,  Boston):  Mr.  Chairman,  I  second 
the   nomination   of   John    Callahan. 

Delegate  Lyons  (United  Textile  Workers, 
Local  51):  It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
to  second  the  nomination  of  a  great  friend  and 
great  labor  leader  for  Executive  Vice  Presi- 
dent, John  A.    Callahan. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Are  there  any 
more     nominations  ? 

From  the  Floor:  I  move  the  nominations  be 
closed. 

Vice  President:  Do  I  hear  it  seconded?  All 
in  favor  say  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The 
"ayes"  have  it.  It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 
Thank    you. 

President    John     Callahan    thanks     you    from 
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the  bottom  of  his  heart  and  has  nothing  further 
to    say    at    this    time. 

Vice  Presidents  from  District  I.  The  Chair 
recognizes    Thomas    Bowe. 

Delegate  Bowe  (Street  Carmen,  Local  No. 
589,  Boston)  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  dele- 
gates, it  is  indeed  a  pleasure  for  me  to  come 
before  you  at  this  time  in  the  interest  of,  and 
for  the  good  and  welfare  of  this  organization, 
on  behalf  of  a  real  trade  unionist,  one  who  has 
served  you  well  during  the  past  years  as  Vice 
President  in  the  first  District.  He  has  carried 
out  assignments  given  him  by  the  officers  of 
this  Federatic;  in  a  complete  and  efficient 
manner  and  carried  them  out  to  our  satisfac- 
tion. Now,  at  this  time  when  we  are  to  have 
a  merger,  we  are  once  again  going  to  be  a  big 
family  and  I  tlnnk  it  is  of  extreme  importance 
that  we  utilize  to  the  utmost  all  the  experience 
we  have  had  and  with  that  thought  in  mind 
it  is  a  privilege  for  me  at  this  time  to  place 
in  nomination  for  Vice  President  of  the  First 
District  the  name  of  Thomas  J.  Rush.  Thank 
you. 

Delegate  Gormley  (Street  Carmen  Local  No. 
589,  Boston)  :  As  you  recall,  our  past  Presi- 
dent and  now  Commissioner  of  the  Industrial 
Accident  Board  mentioned  the  fact  we  should 
be  brief.  In  keeping  with  that,  I  will  be  brief 
in  seconding  the  nomination  of  Tommy  Rush. 
As  ex-President  Bowe  has  stated,  if  ever  we 
needed  experience  it  is  now  and  I  think  we 
should  all  back  our  experienced  Executive 
Council  member  in  the  First  District,  Thomas 
J.    Rush. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  The  Chair  recog- 
nizes  James    Nickerson,    Meat    Cutters. 

Delegate  Nickerson  (Meat  Cutters,  Local 
No.  592,  Boston)  :  I  rise  at  this  time  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Thomas  Rush  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  The  Chair  recog- 
nizes James   Merloni. 

Delegate  Merloni  (Laborers,  Local  No.  609, 
Framingham)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  place 
a  name  in  nomination  for  the  Vice  President 
of  the  First  District.  My  candidate  has  dedi- 
cated his  entire  life  to  your  movement — 33 
years  continuous  membership  with  this  local 
union.  He  has  served  the  Massachusetts  State 
Building  Trades  Council  as  a  President.  He 
has  been  the  President  of  the  Eastern  Mass. 
Laborers  Council  and  he  has  served  honorably 
on  the  Commission  for  Displaced  Persons.  We 
have  in  my  candidate  experience  and  service. 
He  has  served  this  Federation  on  the  floor 
at  many  of  the  past  conventions.  Now  we  ask 
that  he  sit  on  the  Board  and  bring  _  to  that 
Board  the  experience  of  his  years  in  this  move- 
ment. He  is  a  type  of  man  who  does  not  go 
to  bed  until  he  has  tried  at  least  to  solve  all 
the  problems  that  face  him  in  this  movement. 
He  lives  the  labor  movement.  You  must  re- 
member Referenda  5,  6,  and  7  that  were  placed 
on  the  ballot  and  labor  was  aroused.  The  first 
to  come  to  the  fore  with  a  vigorous  campaign 
over  the  entire  state  was  the  man  I  am  about 
to  nominate.  He  was  able  to  raise  the  funds 
and  had  paraphernalia,  pamphlets,  and  so  forth, 
printed  at  his  own  expense,  for  the  entire  labor 
movement.  We  are  only  too  happy  to  report 
the  defeat  of  the  referenda.  That,  at  the  time, 
was  the  method  used  by  the  anti  labor  forces 
to  destroy  us.  We  would  not  be  here  today 
if  the  referenda  had  gone  through.  I  won't 
take  more  time  because  I  know  there  are 
seconders  who  want  to  say  something  but  in 
this  movement  we  need  courage  and  integrity, 
and  above  all,  loyalty;  and  we  have  it  in  my 
candidate,  Vincent  DiNunno,  Laborers  Local 
22,    of    Boston. 

Vice  President  Loughlin :  The  Chair  recog- 
nizes   Mike    Harrington. 

Delegate  Harrington  (Carpenters,  Local  56, 
Boston):      Ladies    and    gentlemen,    brothers    in 


the  labor  movement,  no  one  attending  this  con- 
vention was  more  ambitions  to  be  a  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  this  organization,  particularly  in  the 
great  step  that  we  will  (or  will  not  take)  in 
regard  to  the  merger.  I  appreciate  the  phone 
calls  that  I  received.  Tommy  Rush,  Mike 
Norton  and  I  conducted  a  clean  campaign  last 
year  for  Vice  President,  and  I  appreciate  the 
support  that  was  offered  me,  to  run  for  Vice 
President    of    the    First    District. 

The  man  whose  nomination  I  will  second 
has  been  my  friend  for  twenty-five  years.  I 
was  born  in  Charlestown.  I  live  in  South 
Boston,  and  we  were  taught  to  never  blow 
the  whistle.  I  was  taught  as  a  Building  Trades- 
man never  to  tolerate  any  cleavage  in  our 
union,  that  is  why  Mike  Harrington  is  not 
a  candidate  for  Vice  President  in  the  First 
District. 

I  am  proud  to  second  Vince  DiNunno  who  has 
been  my  friend  for  the  last  twenty-five  years, 
and  I  appeal  to  the  people  who  offered  their 
support  to  me  to  fulfill  an  ambition  to  be  an 
officer  in  this  great  labor  movement.  I  appeal 
to  you,  Building  Tradesmen,  Garment  Workers, 
State,  County  and  Municipal  employees,  Fire 
Fighters,  Public  employees,  and  those  who 
came  to  me  in  the  last  three  or  four  days  and 
offered  me  their  support.  My  seconding  of 
the  nomination  of  Vince  DiNunno  is  not  to  be 
interpreted  as  a  slight  to  Tommy  Rush,  my 
good  friend.  Without  further  adieu — and  if 
I  am  not  out  of  order,  and  even  if  I  am  out 
of  order — as  I  said  a  year  ago,  I  second  the 
nomination  not  only  of  my  good  friend  Vince 
DiNunno  but  also  my  good  friend  and  neighbor 
Tommy    Rush. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  The  Chair  recog- 
nizes  John    Deady. 

Delegate  Deady  (Electrical  Workers,  Local 
No.  103,  Boston)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  brothers, 
fellow  delegates,  there  is  one  thing  that  is  in 
front  of  us;  it's  the  important  step  that  we  are 
going  to  take  to  achieve  unity.  We  are  most 
desirous  to  further  our  strength  in  the  legisla- 
tive field,  where  the  fate  of  labor  rests  to  a 
large  extent.  Building  Trades  unions  are 
very  much  concerned  with  what  is  to  take 
place,  as  the  previous  speaker  told  you.  We 
have  no  fight  with  the  present  incumbent 
Brother  Tommy  Rush,  however,  our  concern 
is  of  an  order  that  prompts  us  to  name  one 
of  our  own  men  in  our  own  interests  so  that 
our  concern  will  be  intelligently  represented 
and  the  special  knowledge  that  is  required  to 
talk  intelligently  on  Building  Trades  interests. 
We  will  at  least  be  represented  by  the  man 
who  is  one  of  the  outstanding  people  in  the 
Boston  District,  in  that  he  is  thoroughly 
familiar    with    Building   Trades    problems. 

He  is  broad  enough  to  have  concerned  him- 
self with  the  problems  of  the  Federation  as 
you  have  been  told,  and  in  furthering  his 
candidacy  we  feel  we  are  bolstering  the  posi- 
tion of  this  State  Federation,  and  we  hope  that 
our    endorsement    will    meet    with    your    support. 

It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  man  in  whom  we  have  full  confidence. 
Thank    you,    very    much. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  The  Chair  recog- 
nizes   Richard    Buck. 

Delegate  Buck  (Laborers,  Local  88,  Boston)  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  _  fellow  delegates  to  the  72nd 
Annual  Convention,  of  the  Massachusetts  Fed- 
eration of  Labor.  Indeed  this  is  a  sorry  con- 
vention because  we  are  here  to  witness  the 
demise  of  one  of  the  oldest  branches  in  or- 
ganized labor;  but  nevertheless,  Saturday  will 
witness  the  dawn  of  the  new  era,  preparing 
to  merge  for  greater  goals.  With  this  in  mind 
I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of  Vincent 
DiNunno  for  the  First  District.  Let  me  tell 
you  there  isn't  anyone  who  has  had  more 
violent  disagreements  with  their  boss  than  I 
have.    I  assure  you;  however,  his  tenaciousness 
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and  ability  to  get  things  done  that  were  other- 
wise impossible,  is  excellent.  So  that  we  may 
prepare  to  merge  for  a  greater  tomorrow,  I 
ask  that  you  give  your  loyal  and  undivided 
support  to  the  election  of  Vincent  DiNunno. 

Delegate  Goodwin  (Springfield)  :  May  I 
be    accorded    the    floor,    please. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Are  you  going  to 
nominate     a    candidate? 

Delegate  Goodwin :  I  rise  to  offer  a  motion, 
Mr.   Chairman. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  At  this  time  the 
Chair  has  to  rule  you  out  of  order  because 
we    are    in    the    order    of    nominations. 

Delegate  Goodwin:  Is  not  a  motion  to  limit 
the  time  of  nominations  and  secondings  in  order 
at    this    time,    Mr.    Chairman? 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  The  only  thing 
the  Chair  can  tell  you  is  that  it  has  a  list  of 
people  who  desire  to  speak  in  favor  of  their 
nominee. 

Delegate  Goodwin:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  that 
the  Chair  rule  and  ask  for  a  vote  of  the  body 
as  to  a  motion  to  limit  the  nominating  and 
seconding  speeches  of  the  nominees  for  office 
at    this    time. 

From    the    Floor:     Seconded. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  We  accept  that  if 
you  want  to  appeal  to  these  people. 

Delegate  Goodwin:  I  ask  that  all  nominating 
speeches  be  limited  to  three  minutes  and  that 
all  seconding  speeches  be  limited  to  two 
minutes,   and  I   so  move  you,   Mr.   Chairman. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Do  I  hear  it  seconded?  All  in 
favor  say  "aye."  Opposed  "no:"  The  "ayes" 
have  it.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Are  there  any  more  nominations  for  the 
First    District? 

Delegate  Anderson  (Retail  Clerks,  Local  1291, 
Boston)  :  I  would  like  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion   of    Vincent    DiNunno    for    Vice    President. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  The  Chair  recog- 
nizes   Andrew    McGlinchey. 

Delegate  McGlinchey  (Electrical  Workers, 
Local  1505,  Waltham)  :  We  have  50  delegates 
here,  and  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Tommy  Rush,  a  member  of  the  Carmen's 
Union.  He  has  always  been  a  friend  of  1505 
and  I  rise  to  speak  not  for  myself  but  for  the 
people  sitting  here.  I  couldn't  do  any  better 
if  I  tried.  I  think  the  guy  is  terrific  and  I 
think  I  am  speaking  for  everybody  in  this  hall. 
I   second  his  nomination. 

From  the  Floor:  I  move  the  nominations  be 
closed. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  It  has  been  moved 
and  seconded  that  the  nominations  be  closed 
for  the  First  District.  All  in  favor  say  "aye." 
Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes"  have  it.  It  is  a 
vote    and    so    ordered. 

Now,  Vice  President  for  District  II.  The 
Chair    will    recognize    William    McNeill. 

Delegate  McNeill  (Bus  Operators,  1509, 
Quincy) :  Mr.  Chairman,  fellow  delegates.  I 
would  like  to  place  in  nomination  at  this  historic 
convention  the  name  of  the  President  of  the 
Quincy  Central  Labor  Union.  A  young  man 
who  has  been  active  in  creating  a  business  or- 
ganization in  Quincy,  who  accepted  a  civic 
responsibility  and  has  served  this  Federation 
ably  for  the  last  three  or  four  terms,  and  also 
served  on  the  Merger  Committee  of  this 
Federation.  I  would  like  to  place  in  nomina- 
tion _  the    name    of    John    Wipfler. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  The  Chair  recog- 
nizes  Delegate   Salem. 

Delegate  Salem  (Lawrence  Central  Labor 
Union)  :  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of  a 
fine  young  man  who  has  given  us  good  leader- 
ship, and  I  sincerely  request  he  will  receive 
unanimous     vote. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  The  Chair  will 
recognize   Michael   Riordan. 

Delegate    Riordan    (Fireman    &    Oilers,    Local 


47,  Brockton)  :  I  rise  to  place  in  nomination 
the  name  of  Brother  Oscar  Pratt  who  has  been 
Vice  President  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
and  I  hope  will  continue  to  be  a  Vice  Presi- 
dent  in   the   future. 

Oscar  Pratt  has  always  been  helpful  to  all 
the  locals  in  the  area;  so  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  place  the  name  of  Oscar  Pratt  for 
nomination    at    this    time. 

Vice  President  Loughlin :  The  name  of  Oscar 
Pratt  has  been  placed  in  nomination.  The 
Chair  will   recognize   Louis   Poirer. 

Delegate  Poirier  (Laborers,  Local  721,  Brock- 
ton) :  I  would  like  to  second  the  nomination 
of  Oscar  Pratt  for  Vice  President  for  District 
II. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Any  other  nomina 
tion  for  the  Vice  President  of  District  II? 

From  the  Floor:  I  move  the  nominations  be 
closed. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Motion  before  the 
house  that  the  nominations  be  closed  for  Vice 
President  in  District  II.  Do  I  hear  it  seconded? 
All  in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Op- 
posed "no."  The  "ayes"  have  it.  It  is  a  vote 
and     so     ordered. 

The  Chair  will  ask  Vice  President  Pratt  to 
take    the    Chair. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  will  now 
declare  nominations  for  Vice  President  in 
District  III  now  open,  and  the  Chair  will 
recognize    Jasper    Grassa. 

Delegate  Grassa  (Teachers,  Local  1037, 
Lynn)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  it  gives  me  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  to  again  place  in  nomination 
for  the  Vice  Presidency  for  the  Third  District 
Jeremiah  Calnan.  He  is  a  quiet,  soft-spoken, 
intelligent  man  who  has  worked  on  the  Merger 
Committee  in  the  State  from  the  beginning. 
He  has  always  been  present  at  the  Executive 
Council  meetings,  ever  since  John  Callahan 
moved   up   to   the   Presidency. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  Jeremiah 
Calnan  has  been  placed  in  nomination.  The 
Chair  will   recognize  Jack   Kanosky. 

Delegate  Kanosky  (Lynn  Central  Labor 
Union)  :  It  is  a  distinct  pleasure  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Jeremiah  Calnan.  Jerry  has 
been  a  very  fine  worker  in  our  district  and 
we  are  very  anxious  to  keep  him  in  that  job. 
I  know  he  will  continue  to  do  fine  work  as  he 
has    done    in    the    past. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  will  recog- 
nize   Frank    Prioli. 

Delegate  Prioli  (Moving  Picture  Operators, 
Local  245,  Lynn)  :  My  purpose  here  today  is  to 
second  the  nomination  of  a  friend  whom  I  have 
had  for  the  last  thirteen  years.  He  puts  his  best 
not  only  in  labor  but  in  civic  affairs  as  well. 
Jerry  is  well  known  to  his  friends  and  we  are 
hopeful  that  he  will  be  reelected  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Third  district.  I  humbly  urge  all 
the  delegates  tomorrow  to  cast  a  vote  for 
Jerry  Calnan  for  reelection  for  Vice  President 
in    the    Third    District. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Lionel    Marchand. 

Delegate  Marchand  (Laborers,  Local  No.  385, 
New  Bedford):  Mr.  Chairman,  on  behalf  of 
the  delegates  I  endorse  the  nomination  of  Jerry 
Calnan. 

Vice  President  Pratt :  The  Chair  now  recog- 
nizes   Jerry    Normandin. 

Delegate  Normandin  (Meat  Cutters,  Local  2, 
Natick)  :  I  rise  to  nominate  Manuel  F.  Lewis, 
our  President  and  Vice  President,  and  a  dele- 
gate_  from  the  Central  Labor  Union,  Gloucester. 
He  is  the  first  labor  representative  to  be  elected 
to  the  Gloucester  City  Council.  I  hope  you  all 
will    give   him   your   vote. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  Manuel 
Lewis  has  been  placed  in  nomination.  The 
Chair   will   recognize   Manuel    Martin. 

Delegate     Martin     (C.L.U.,     Gloucester)  :      I 
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second  the  nomination  of  Manuel  Lewis  as 
Vice   President.    Thank  you. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  now  recog- 
nizes  Marchi   LaGrassa. 

Delegate  LaGrassa  (Garment  Workers,  Local 
No.  282,  Brockton)  :  I  rise  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Manuel  Lewis  of  Gloucester  for 
Vice   President   of   District   III. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Howard     Doyle. 

Delegate  Doyle  (AFSC&ME,  Local  No.  1190, 
Medfield)  :  I  am  happy  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion   of    Manuel    Lewis. 

Delegate  Goodwin  (Post  Office  Clerks,  Spring- 
field) :  I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  move  that 
seconding  nominations  be  limited  to  two  seconds. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  will  not 
entertain  the  motion  as  limited  as  that.  The 
Chair  at  this  time  will  ask  if  there  are  any 
further  nominations  for  Vice  President  in 
District    III. 

It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the  nomina- 
tions for  Vice  President  in  District  III  be 
closed.  Any  remarks?  If  not  as  many  as  are 
in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Those  op- 
posed "no."  The  "ayes"  have  it.  It  is  a  vote 
and     so     ordered. 

The  Chair  now  declares  nominations  for 
Vice  President  in  District  IV  open.  The  Chair 
will    recognize    Michael    Gormley. 

Delegate  Gormley  (Street  Carmen,  Local 
No.  589,  Boston)  :  It  is  again  with  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure  that  I  come  before  this  convention 
to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  a  very  ex- 
perienced young  man.  One  who  is  known  to 
everyone  in  this  hall,  I  urge  the  reelection,  to 
the  Executive  Council  from  the  Fourth  District, 
of    Joseph    D.    McLaughlin. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  Joseph 
D.  McLaughlin  has  been  placed  in  nomination. 
The   Chair    will    recognize    Thomas   Timmons. 

Delegate  Timmons  (Railway  &  Steamship 
Clerks,  Local  No.  2119,  Boston):  It  gives  me 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion of  Joseph  D.  McLaughlin  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  now  recog- 
nizes   John    O'Malley. 

Delegate  O'Malley  (Electrical  Workers,  Local 
No.  1505,  Waltham)  :  I  rise  to  place  in  nomina- 
tion the  name  of  Lawrence  Thomson  for  Vice 
President  of  the  Fourth  District.  The  delegates 
from  Local  1505  felt  that  going  into  the  merger, 
we  should  have  the  most  experienced  man  that 
the  labor  movement  has  available.  The  delegates 
from  1505  felt  that  we  would  offer  to  this  con- 
vention the  best  possible  candidate.  Larry 
Thomson  is  that  candidate.  He  is  probably 
one  of  the  smallest  men  in  this  hall,  but  he 
has  more  guts,  more  courage,  and  he  is  a  real 
labor  man,  not  a  part-time  labor  man.  I  might 
also  point  out  as  our  Legislative  Agent  at  the 
State  House,  it  would  give  a  great  deal  of 
prestige  not  only  to  Local  1505  but  the  whole 
labor  movement  to  have  Larry  Thomson  also  a 
Vice   President   of  this  great   Federation. 

I  will  place  the  name  of  Lawrence  J.  Thom- 
son for  Vice  President  in  the  Fourth  District. 
Thank   you. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  Law- 
rence Thomson  has  been  placed  in  nomination. 
The  Chair  will  recognize  Andrew  McGlinchey. 

Delegate  McGlinchey  (Electrical  Workers, 
Local  1505,  Waltham):  I  couldn't  have  any 
greater  pleasure  than  what  I  am  now  doing. 
We  have  come  to  this  convention  for  fourteen 
years,  and  we  have  fifty  delegates — and  we  are 
paying  per  capita  on  ten  thousand  members  in 
the  A.F.  of  L.  and  I  think  for  the  first  time 
we  should  have  the  privilege  of  having  our 
wishes  granted.  This  is  the  first  time  to  my 
knowledge  we  have  ever  asked  for  anybody  to 
be  an  officer  in  the  Federation.  I  couldn't 
have  greater  pleasure  than  seconding  the  nomina- 


tion of  Lawrence  Thomson  because  he  is  the 
ex-financial  secretary  of  Local  1505  and  has 
done  a  terrific  job,  and  is  now  our  Legislative 
Agent  in  the  State  House.  I  think  through 
his  efforts  we  have  accomplished  a  lot,  and 
he  has  been  a  great  help  to  Ken  Kelley  and 
John  Callahan.  I  think  that  I  have  the  com- 
plete backing  of  our  members  who  are  here. 
I  am  speaking  not  for  myself  but  fifty  people, 
and  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion of   Vice  President   Larry  Thomson. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  will  recog- 
nize   Albert    Killion. 

Delegate  Killion  (Street  Carmen,  Local  No. 
589,  Boston)  :  I  deem  it  a  pleasure  and  priv- 
ilege to  second  the  nomination  of  a  great  little 
man.  He  is  going  to  take  the  place  of  another 
outgoing  Vice  President,  a  very  good  Vice 
President,  Jimmy  Broyer,  but  I  believe  Larry 
will  follow  the  steps  of  Jimmy  and  do  a  good 
job  as  Vice  President.  I  am  pleased  to  second 
the    nomination    of    Larry    Thomson. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
John    Hagerty. 

Delegate  Hagerty  (Comp.  Air  Workers,  Local 
No.  88,  Boston)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  delegates,  it 
gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  second 
the  nomination  of  the  very  able,  capable,  and 
industrious  trade  unionist,  a  great  little  man, 
my  good  friend,  and  I  am  sure  a  good  friend 
of   everybody   present,   Brother   Larry   Thomson. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  any  further 
nominations    in    District    IV? 

Delegate  MacKinnon  (Typographical,  Local 
No.  13,  Boston)  :  I  wish  to  place  in  nomina- 
tion the  name  of  John  D.  Craig  as  a  candidate 
from  District  IV  for  the  office  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  John 
D.  Craig  has  been  placed  in  nomination.  Does  it 
receive    a    seconder? 

Delegate  Quinn  (Worcester  Central  Labor 
Union)  :  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of 
John    D.    Craig  of  Boston. 

Delegate  Moran  (Typographical,  Local  No. 
13,  Boston)  :  I  would  like  to  second  John 
Craig's  nomination.  He  has  been  in  the  labor 
movement  thirty  years,  and  is  a  member  of 
Typographical    Labor    union. 

Vice  President:  Are  there  any  further  nom- 
inations? If  not,  the  Chair  will  entertain  a 
motion  that  the  nominations  cease  in  District 
IV. 

From   the   Floor:     I   so  move. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  It  is  regularly  moved 
and  seconded  that  nomination  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent in  District  IV  cease.  Any  remarks?  If 
not,  all  in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Op- 
posed "no."  The  "ayes"  have  it.  It  is  a  vote 
and    so    ordered. 

The  Chair  will  now  declare  nominations  for 
Vice  President  in  District  V-A  in  order.  The 
Chair    will    recognize    William    Hurley. 

Delegate  Hurley  (Paper  Makers,  Local  No. 
372,  Fitchburg) :  Mr.  Chairman,  delegates,  I 
am  very  happy  indeed  to  come  before  this  con- 
vention once  again  to  place  in  nomination  for 
Vice  President  of  District  V-A  the  name  of 
Fitchburg's    labor     leader,     William     Moran. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  William 
Moran    has    been    placed    in    nomination. 

Delegate  Phalen  (Carpenters,  Local  778, 
Fitchburg)  :  I  would  like  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  man  who  has  done,  we  believe,  a  fine 
job  for  the  area  he  represents.  At  this  time 
it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion of  William  Moran,  Vice  President  of  V-A. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Adelard    Arsenault. 

Delegate  Arsenault  (Paper  Makers,  Local 
No.  679,  Fitchburg) :  It  is  my  pleasure,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  second  the  nomination  of  Bill 
Moran    for    our    District. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  any  further 
nominations  for  Vice  President  in  District  V-A? 
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Delegate  Bolk  (Paper  Makers,  Local  No. 
431,  Gardner):  I  would  like  to  second  the 
nomination  of  William  Moran  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent   of    District    V-A. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  further 
nominations  for  Vice  President  in  District 
V-A?  If  not,  the  Chair  will  entertain  a  mo- 
tion  to   close   nominations. 

It  is  regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
nominations  for  Vice  President  in  District 
V-A  be  closed.  Any  remarks?  If  not,  as  many 
as  are  in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Op- 
posed "no."  The  "ayes"  have  it.  It  is  a  vote 
and    so    ordered. 

Nominations  now  are  open  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent in  District  V-B.  The  Chair  will  recognize 
Earl    Patnod. 

Delegate  Patnod  (Firefighters,  Local  No. 
1009,  Worcester) :  At  the  caucus  held  prior 
to  the  lunch  hour,  all  the  delegates  of  Worcester 
area  voted  unanimously  to  support  the  candi- 
date I  will  present  to  you.  We  believe  he  is 
one  of  the  best  labor  leaders  in  our  area.  He 
has  been  the  Vice  President  for  the  Massachu- 
setts Federation  of  Labor  and  I  sincerely  hope 
he  will  be  our  Vice  President  for  the  ensuing 
year.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  nominate 
James  P.  Loughlin,  Vice  President  in  District 
V-B. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  James 
P.  Loughlin  has  been  put  in  nomination.  The 
Chair   will   recognize    Sam   Donnelly. 

Delegate  Donnelly  (Electrical  Workers,  Local 
96,  Worcester)  :  I  rise  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion   of    James    Loughlin. 

Delegate  Chanduoit  (Building  Laborers,  Local 
560,  Waltham)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  am  I  permitted 
to    speak? 

Vice  President  Pratt:  For  what  purpose  does 
the    delegate    rise? 

Delegate  Chanduoit:  On  a  point  of  order. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Do  you  rise  to  second 
the    nomination? 

Delegate  Chanduoit:  No,  I  don't  rise  to  second 
any    nomination. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Under  the  order  of 
business  I  will  rule  you  out  of  order.  This 
is  the  nomination  of  officers  and  we  intend 
to    proceed. 

The  Chair  at  this  time  recognizes  Joseph 
Dyer. 

Delegate  Dyer  (Bricklayers,  Local  6,  Wor- 
cester) :  It  has  been  a  pleasure  for  me  to 
second  the  nomination  of  a  good  friend,  Jimmy 
Loughlin.      Thank    you. 

_  Vice  President  Pratt:  Any  further  nomina- 
tions in  District  V-B?  If  not,  the  Chair  will 
entertain  a  motion  that  the  nominations  be 
closed. 

From  the  Floor:  I  move  the  nominations  be 
closed. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Any  remarks?  If  not, 
as  many  as  are  in  favor  signify  by  saying 
"aye."  Those  opposed  "no."  The  "ayes"  have 
it.     It  is  a  vote  and   so  ordered. 

Nominations  are  now  open  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent in  District  VI-A.  The  Chair  will  recog- 
nize  Anthony   Kopczynski. 

Delegate  Kopczynski  (Federal  Labor  Union, 
Local  No.  20291,  Westfield)  :  Edward  Wall  has 
served  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  .  .  . 

From  the  Floor:  I  think  a  mistake  has  been 
made;    it   is   not  VI-A,   it   is   VI. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  It  is  District  VI-A. 
There  are  two  vice  presidents  to  be  elected 
from  VI-A  and  one  from  VI-B.  Will  the  dele- 
gate   continue. 

Delegate  Kopczynski:  Edward  Wall  has 
served  in  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  for  the  organizations  ably  and  well.  We 
feel  this  experience  is  helpful  in  resolving  some 
of  the  problems.  He  is  the  unanimous  choice 
of  the  delegates  in  the  Sixth  District.  I  ask 
that  he  be  the  choice  of  this  convention  so  that 
he    may    continue    to    serve    the    Massachusetts 


Federation  of  Labor.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  submit 
his  name  as  Vice  President  of  District  VI. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  Edward 
Wall  has  been  submitted  in  nomination.  The 
Chair  will  recognize  Nello  Ricardi  of  Chicopee. 

Delegate  Ricardi  (Machinists,  Local  No.  1420, 
Chicopee)  :  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  second 
Edward  Wall  for  nomination  of  District  VI  for 
Vice  President.  I  hope  you  will  all  give  Eddie 
a  vote. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Delegate  Harry  Hogan. 

Delegate  Hogan  (Carpenters,  177  of  Spring- 
field) :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  confused.  How 
many  constitutions  are  in  existence?  We  saw 
one  this  morning  and  it  said  there  would  be 
two  Vice  Presidents  from  District  VI  and  one 
Vice  President  from  VI-A.  I  am  now  informed 
that  it  is  two  from  VI-A  and  one  from  VI-B. 
Which  is  right? 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Might  I  say  to  the  dele- 
gate, from  the  note  that  is  handed  to  me,  that 
here  will  be  two  Vice  Presidents  from  VI-A 
and  one  Vice  President  from  VI-B. 

Delegate  Hogan:  Delegates  to  this  last  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor  Convention,  I  take 
this  mike  to  nominate  a  successor  to  one  of  the 
best  men,  Dan  Lawler.  In  my  estimation,  was 
one  of  the  finest.  He  was  tops.  As  you  know, 
Dan  died  a  sudden  death  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty  as  a  fireman.  It  is  our  obligation 
to  nominate  his   successor. 

District  VI-A  this  morning  held  a  caucus  and 
at  that  caucus  Edward  Wall,  the  present  in- 
cumbent, was  unanimously  endorsed  as  one  of 
the  Vice  Presidents.  The  person  we  did  not 
nominate  was  a  fellow  I  knew  back  as  a  young 
man  twenty  years  ago  when  he  first  came  as  a 
delegate  to  this  convention  in  Lowell.  I  have 
also  known  him  as  a  business  agent  of  the 
Painters  Union  for  the  same  number  of  years. 
He  has  also  served  as  President  of  the  Spring- 
field Building  and  Construction  Trades.  The 
State  Building  and  Construction  Trades  Council 
thought  enough  of  him  to  elect  him  as  their 
President.  He  has  served  as  President  of  the 
Springfield  Central  Labor  Union  for  the  past 
six  years. 

I  hope  that  the  delegates  at  this  convention 
will  accept  the  desire  of  the  caucus  of  our  Dis- 
trict by  electing  the  persons  that  we  endorsed. 
It  is  my  pleasure  to  endorse  my  friend  and  my 
colleague,  Roy  Suprenant. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  Roy 
Suprenant  has  been  placed  in  nomination.  The 
Chair  will  recognize  John  Healey. 

Delegate  Healey  (Street  Carmen,  Local  No. 
448,  Springfield)  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates, 
it  gives  me  great  pleasure  at  this  time  to  second 
the  nomination  of  a  man  whose  good  work  and 
capability  over  a  long  period  of  years  should 
not  go  unrecognized.  I  second  the  nomination 
of  the  President  of  the  Springfield  Labor  Union, 
Roy  Suprenant,  for  Vice  President  of  the  Sixth 
District. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  now  recog- 
nizes William  Morris. 

Delegate  Morris  (Steamfitters,  Local  No.  603, 
Springfield)  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates,  it 
gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Roy  Suprenant. 

Delegate  Fitzgerald  (Barbers  Union,  Local 
No.  30,  Springfield)  :  The  qualifications  of  the 
nominee  for  the  candidacy  for  the  Sixth 
District  Vice  President  have  been  well 
spoken  and  covered  in  this  convention.  I  do 
hope  that  the  convention  will  recognize  the 
choice  of  the  delegates  from  that  District  of 
someone  to  represent  them.  The  qualifications 
being  what  they  are,  I  am  asking  this  conven- 
tion to  accept  the  choice  of  the  caucus  and  I 
take  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomination 
of  Roy  Suprenant  for  Vice  President  in  the 
Sixth  District. 
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Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
William    Scott. 

Delegate  Scott  (C.L.U.,  Northampton)  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  delegates  to  this  the  72nd  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor,  I 
rise  at  this  time  to  place  in  nomination  the  name 
of  Ralph  Roberts  of  the  International  Ladies 
Garment  Workers  Union.  I  fully  am  aware  of 
the  action  taken  by  the  caucus  from  our  District. 
I  am  also  fully  aware  that  this  is  a  democratic 
organization,  and  as  such,  I  and  every  individual 
in  this  hall  am  entitled  to  be  recognized  as  an 
eligible  candidate  for  any  ofhce.  The  name  of 
Ralph  Roberts,  with  which  I  am  sure  you  are 
familiar,  either  individually  or  collectively,  as 
you  have,  at  one  time  or  another,  availed  your- 
selves of  the  services  that  this  young  man  has 
been  willing  to  give  and  donate  to  you.  I 
honestly  and  sincerely  hope  that  each  and  every 
one  of  you  at  this  convention  repay  any  service 
that  this  young  man  has  done  for  the  labor 
movement  because  he  has  done  a  good  job.  Even 
though  we  have  a  contest  here,  I  hope  that  these 
delegates  here  assembled  will  elect  Ralph  Rob- 
erts, Vice  President  from  District  VI-A. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  Ralph 
Roberts  has  been  put  in  nomination.  The  Chair 
at  this  time  will  recognize  Henry  Brides. 

Delegate  Brides  (ILGWU,  Local  242,  Bos- 
ton) :  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates,  at  this  time 
I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of  a  young  man 
whom  I  believe  not  only  will  be  a  great  member 
of  the  Executive  Council  but  one  who  is  intelli- 
gent and  who  has  served  the  labor  movement 
well  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
This  young  man  started  many  years  ago  when 
he  returned  from  the  Army  and  came  into  our 
organization.  Down  through  the  years  he  has 
organized  many  workers  in  the  various  organi- 
zations of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
To  my  friends  at  this  convention,  I  ask  you  to 
cast  one  of  your  votes  for  Ralph  Roberts  for 
Vice  President  of  District  VI-A.  Thank  you 
one  and  all. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Joseph  Picone. 

Delegate  Picone  (Federal  Labor  Union,  Local 
22694,  Rockland)  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates 
to  this  convention,  I  am  privileged  to  rise  and 
second  the  nomination  of  Ralph  Roberts.  I  have 
known  Ralph  Roberts  for  many  years.  I  have 
watched  him  work  in  the  labor  movement,  and 
I  have  attended  these  conventions  for  some  17 
years;  13  of  them  I  attended  with  Ralph  Rob- 
erts. I  can  assure  you  that,  if  elected  Vice 
President  of  this  Federation  of  Labor,  you  can 
be  proud  of  the  work  and  his  timely  efforts  on 
behalf  of  the  labor  movement.  I  second  the 
nomination  of  Ralph  Roberts. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  any  further 
nominations  for  Vice  President  in  VI-A?  If 
not  the  Chair  will  entertain  a  motion  that  they 
cease.  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  nominations  in  District  VI-A  be  closed. 
Any  remarks  on  the  motion?  If  not,  as  many 
as  are  in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Those 
opposed  "no."  The  "ayes"  have  it.  It  is  a  vote 
and  so  ordered. 

The  Chair  now  will  declare  nominations  for 
Vice  President  in  District  VI-B,  and  the  Chair 
will  recognize  Kenneth  Wright. 

Delegate  Wright  (Engineers,  Local  No.  98, 
Springfield)  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  dele- 
gates, it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  come  before  the 
microphone  to  place  in  nomination  for  Vice 
President  of  District  VI-B  a  fellow  who  has 
been  very  very  active  in  that  area  for  the  past 
ten  years.  He  has  been  president  and  business 
agent  of  the  Bricklayers  local  in  the  Franklin 
County  District.  For  five  years  he  was  on  the 
Executive  Board  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Conference  of  Bricklayers  and  at  the  present 
time  he  is  the  president  of  that  labor  organiza- 
tion. He  also  is  vice  president  of  the  Franklin 
County    Central    Labor   Union   and   for  the    past 


four  years  has  been  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
local  Building  Trades  Council.  He  is  a  hard 
worker  and  a  conscientious  union  member.  I 
think  he  will  be  an  asset  to  our  Executive  Coun- 
cil and  will  bring  representation  to  the  area  up 
there  where  it  is  badly  needed. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  place  the 
name  of  James  McCarthy  for  nomination  of 
Vice  President  in  District  VI-B. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  James 
McCarthy  has  been  placed  in  nomination.  The 
Chair   will   recognize    Harry   Hogan. 

Delegate  Hogan  (Carpenters,  Local  No.  177, 
Springfield)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to 
second  the  nomination  for  Vice  President  in 
District   VI-B   of  James  McCarthy. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Michael   Lally. 

Delegate  Lally  (Bricklayers,  Local  15):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of 
James  McCarthy  for  Vice  President  of  District 
VI-B. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  any  further 
nominations  for  Vice  President  in  District 
VI-B  ?  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and  sec- 
onded that  the  nominations  be  closed.  Any  re- 
marks on  the  motion?  If  not,  as  many  as  are 
in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed 
"no."  The  "ayes"  have  it.  It  is  a  vote  and  so 
ordered. 

The  Chair  now  will  declare  nominations  for 
Vice  President  open  in  District  VII-A.  The 
Chair   will   recognize   Henry    Bowles. 

Delegate  Bowles  (Carpenters,  Local  No.  1416, 
New  Bedford)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  observed 
the  position  and  the  anxiety  of  these  delegates 
at  this  last  convention  of  the  Federation  of 
Labor.  I  believe  it  is  their  desire  to  nominate 
persons  who  have  experience  with  the  makeup 
of  this  organization.  The  man  whom  I  am  to 
nominate  comes  with  the  unanimous  choice  of 
the  delegates  from  our  District  and  has  experi- 
ence. Should  he  be  elected  tomorrow,  we  will 
be  able  to  rejoice  that  Jim  Murphy  will  repre- 
sent our  interests  fairly  and  courageously.  I 
have  every  confidence  in  his  ability  to  fulfill 
the  office  to  which  I  am  nominating  him.  I  give 
you  the  name  of  James  E.  Murphy  from  the 
City  of  New  Bedford  for   District  VII. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  James  E. 
Murphy  has  been  placed  in  nomination. 

The   Chair   recognizes   Henry   Higgins. 

Delegate  Higgins  (Plumbers,  Local  No.  53, 
New  Bedford)  :  I  second  the  nomination  of 
James  Murphy  for  Vice  President  of  District 
VII. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  any  further 
nominations  for  Vice  President  in  District 
VII-A? 

From  the  Floor:   I  move  they  be  closed. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  It  is  regularly  moved 
and  seconded  that  nominations  be  closed.  Any 
remarks?  If  not,  as  many  as  are  in  favor  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The 
"ayes"  have  it.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

The  Chair  now  will  declare  nominations  open 
for  Vice  President  in  District  VII-B.  The 
Chair   recognizes  Louis   Rita. 

Delegate  Rita  (C.L.U.,  New  Bedford)  :  Mr. 
Chairman  and  delegates  to  the  72nd  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor,  I  would  like  to  place  before  the  delegates 
the  name  of  a  man  qualified,  active  and  sincere. 
In  these  trying  days  of  merger  as  a  Building 
Tradesman,  he  knows  what  is  best  for  the  labor 
movement  in  Massachusetts.  Being  a  carpenter 
by  trade  and  I  a  steamfitter,  we  have  had  our 
differences.  I  feel  that  as  Vice  President  from 
District  VII-B,  the  man  I  nominate,  Arthur 
Anctil,  will  fill  the  position  most  ably. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  Arthur 
Anctil  has  been  placed  in  nomination.  The  Chair 
recognizes  Edward  Gallagher. 

Delegate  Gallagher  (Carpenters,  Local  No. 
275,  Newton)  :  I  rise  at  this  time  to  second  the 
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nomination  of  Arthur  Anctil,  Vice  President  of 
District  VII-B.  He  is  hard  working,  sincere, 
experienced  and  a  good  labor  leader  and  I  urge 
the  election  of  Arthur  Anctil  for  Vice  President 
in   District  VII-B. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
John   Chadwick. 

Delegate  Chadwick  (Bricklayers,  Local  39, 
New  Bedford)  :  It  is  a  pleasure  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Arthur  Anctil  as  Vice  President 
of  District   VII-B. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
John   Placida. 

Delegate  Placida  (Textile  Workers,  Local  No. 
292,  Fall  River)  :  At  this  time  I  rise  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Arthur  Anctil. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Any  further  nomina- 
tions for  Vice  President  in  District  VII-B? 

From  the  Floor:  I  move  the  nominations  be 
closed. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  It  is  regularly  moved 
and  seconded  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
Any  remarks?  If  not,  as  many  as  are  in  favor 
signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The 
"ayes"  have  it.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

The  Chair  now  declares  nominations  open  for 
Vice  President-at-Large — one  woman  to  be 
elected.  The  Chair  will  recognize  Charles  War- 
ren. 

Delegate  Warren  (Retail  Clerks,  Local  No. 
711,  Boston)  :  It  is  a  pleasure  delegates  to  place 
before  you  the  nomination  of  a  young  lady  who, 
in  my  opinion,  has  done  a  terrific  job  represent- 
ing you  as  a  Vice  President  for  the  past  few 
years.  I  worked  with  this  young  woman  for  a 
number  of  years  and  know  the  effort  she  puts 
into  her  work.  I  know  she  will  be  glad  to  do 
her  utmost  in  the  merger  because  I  know  how 
hard  she  has  worked  as  a  member  of  the  Merger 
Committee.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  sub- 
mit the  name  of  Helen  Tafe  O'Donnell  for  Vice 
President-at-Large. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  Helen 
Tafe  O'Donnell  has  been  placed  in  nomination. 
The  Chair  recognizes  Velia  DiCesare. 

Delegate  DiCesare  (AFSC&ME,  Local  No. 
164,  Boston)  :  It  is  my  privilege  at  this  time 
to  second  the  nomination  of  the  most  outstand- 
ing woman  in  the  trade  union  movement  in 
Massachusetts,  Helen  Tafe  O'Donnell.  She  has 
shown  by  her  efforts  in  her  ways  and  by  her  con- 
tributions to  the  merger  negotiations  that  women 
have,  and  must  continue  to  play,  a  vital  role  in 
the  labor  movement. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Connie  Morgan. 

Delegate  Morgan _  (IBEW,  Local  No.  1505, 
Waltham) :  It  is  with  extreme  pleasure  and  a 
distinct  honor  that  I  second  the  nomination  of 
Helen  Tafe  O'Donnell. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  will  recog- 
nize Patrick  Coleman. 

Delegate  Coleman  (Retail  Clerks,  Local  No. 
711,  Boston):  Mr.  Chairman,  fellow  delegates, 
it  is  a  distinct  privilege  for  me  to  have  the 
opportunity  once  again  to  second  the  nomination 
of  one  of  the  most  outstanding  young  girls  in 
the  history  of  the  labor  movement  in  Massachu- 
setts. Helen  O'Donnell  has  fought  with  me  and 
for  me  for  the  past  fifteen  years  and  has  done 
an  outstanding  job.  For  the  past  six  years  she 
has  served  faithfully  and  fruitfully  as  Vice 
President-at-Large  of  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.  I  am  privileged  to  come  up  and 
second  the  nomination  of  this  outstanding  labor 
leader  in  Massachusetts,  Helen  Tafe  O'Donnell. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  any  further 
nominations  for  a  woman  Vice  President? 

Delegate  McCloskey  (Boston  Central  Labor 
Union)  :  I  rise  at  this  time  to  place  in  nomi- 
nation the  name  of  a  young  woman  who  comes 
from  a  great  laboring  family,  a  person  who 
worked  hard,  has  done  an  outstanding  job  in 
the  Boston  area.  This  young  lady  has  been  a 
true  and  tried  trade  unionist  in  the  interest  of 


our  rank  and  file  membership.  This  young  lady 
has  not  only  been  an  active  member  of  our 
Central  Labor  Union  but  she  has  been  an  active 
member  of  a  Democratic  State  Committee.  She 
is  the  Democratic  State  Committee  woman  from 
the  Norfolk,  West  Roxbury  area  and  I  want 
at  this  time  to  submit  the  name  of  Alice  M. 
Connolly  of  Local   1291,   Retail  Clerks. 

Vice  President  Pratt :  The  name  of  Alice  M. 
Connolly  has  been  placed  in  nomination.  The 
Chair  recognizes  the  delegate  at  the  microphone. 

Delegate  Anderson  (Retail  Clerks,  Local  No. 
1291,  Boston)  :  I  would  like  to  second  the  nomi- 
nation of  a  woman  who  has  been  presently  very 
active  in  the  labor  movement,  Alice  Connolly. 

Delegate  McNamara:  I  would  like  to  take  the 
privilege  at  this  time  to  second  the  nomination 
of  Alice  _Connolly. 

Delegate  Eaton  (Retail  Clerks,  Worcester)  : 
I  rise  at  this  time  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Alice   Connolly. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  any  further 
nominations  for  woman  Vice  President? 

From  the  Floor:   I  move  they  be  closed. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  It  is  regularly  moved 
and  seconded  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
Are  there  any  remarks?  If  not,  as  many  as  are 
in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no." 
The  "ayes"  have  it.    It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

The  Chair  now  will  declare  nominations  open 
for  one  Vice  President-at-Large,  and  the  Chair 
will  recognize  Thomas  Ryan. 

Delegate  Ryan  (Bricklayers,  Local  No.  3)  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  delegates,  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  once  again  to  place  in  nomination  the 
name  of  that  grand  old  man  of  the  labor  move- 
ment,  Neil  MacKenzie. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  Neil  Mac- 
Kenzie has  been  placed  in  nomination.  The 
Chair  recognizes  James  McCarthy,  Franklin 
County   Central   Labor  Union. 

Delegate  McCarthy  (Bricklayers,  Local  No. 
36)  :  It  is  a  privilege  to  second  the  nomination 
of  a  grand  old  man.  A  hard  worker  who  has 
devoted  his  life  to   the   labor  movement. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Walter  MacLeod,  Bricklayers. 

Delegate  MacLeod  (Bricklayers,  Local  No. 
12)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  second  the  nomination  of  Neil  MacKenzie 
for   Vice   President-at-Large. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Michael  Lally. 

Delegate  Lally  (Bricklayers,  Local  No.  15): 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  a  great  privilege  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Neil  MacKenzie. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
James   Meagher. 

Delegate  Meagher  (Marble  Tile  Helpers,  Lo- 
cal No.  18,  Boston):  Mr.  Chairman,  I  second 
the  nomination  of  Neil  MacKenzie. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  further  nomi- 
nations for  Vice   President-at-Large? 

Delegate  McCloskey  (Boston  Central  Labor 
Union)  :  At  this  time  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  my  old  and  personal  friend,  Neil  MacKenzie, 
to  second  his  nomination,  for  the  record. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Any  further  nomina- 
tion ? 

From  the  Floor:  I  move  they  be  closed. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  It  is  regularly  moved 
and  seconded  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
Any  remarks?  If  not,  as  many  as  are  in  favor 
signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The 
"ayes"  have  it.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

The  Chair  will  declare  nominations  for  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer open.  The  Chair  will  recognize 
Joseph  Sullivan,  Meat  Cutters  Union. 

Delegate  Sullivan  (Meat  Cutters,  District  Lo- 
cal 2,  Natick)  :  At  this  time  I  rise  to  place  in 
nomination  the  name  of  a  candidate  for  the  office 
of  Secretary-Treasurer.  Over  the  past  twelve 
years  it  has  been  my  proud  privilege  to  come 
before  this  convention  and  place  in  nomination 
this  candidate   for  the  office  of   Secretary-Treas- 
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urer.  However,  this  year,  because  of  the  insist- 
ence of  the  C.I.O.,  I  cannot  place  his  name  in 
nomination  for  both  jobs  of  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  Legislative  Agent.  We  in  the  Meat  Cutters 
Union  are  very  proud  of  our  candidate.  We  are 
very  proud  of  the  accomplishments  that  he  has 
made  for  the  Federation  of  Labor  and  this  or- 
ganization of  ours  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

It  is  my  proud  privilege  to  place  before  you 
the  name  of  your  present  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Legislative  Agent,  Kenneth  J.  Kelley  as  a  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  name  of  Kenneth 
J.  Kelley  has  been  placed  in  nomination.  The 
Chair  will  recognize  Daniel  F.   Downey. 

Delegate  Downey  (Furniture  Workers,  Local 
No.  136,  Boston)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  now 
come  to  the  end  of  an  era.  No  longer  will  we 
be  seeing  the  lively  face  of  Kenneth  Kelley  at 
the  State  House,  or  to  see  again  before  the 
appropriate  committees  the  vigorous,  outstand- 
ing, the  courageous  efforts  and  the  accomplish- 
ments with  which  he  brought  to  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  some  of  the  brightest 
lights  in  social  legislation  of  the  entire  48  states. 
Indeed  those  who  have  come  here  for  the  first 
time  this  afternoon  would  know  none  of  the 
glamour,  none  of  the  bright  shining  efforts  of 
this  outstanding  trade  union  representative  in 
the  entire  Commonwealth  and  indeed  in  the 
United  States.  Where  do  you  think,  and  how 
do  you  think,  that  we  can  boast  of  the  kind  of 
legislation  we  have  in  Massachusetts  today?  Is 
it  by  coming  up  here  once  a  year  and  trying 
to  disrupt  the  proceedings  with  no  other  motive 
other  than  to  get  publicity?  Indeed  some  of  us 
would  be  opposed  to  limit  the  last  dying  words 
we  have  to  say  for  one  who  has  been  a  tre- 
mendous influence  in  this  Commonwealth  to  the 
seconding  of  nominations. 

I  come  not  to  bury  Caesar  but  to  praise  him, 
because  we  shall  need  him  in  the  days  to  come 
and  we  will  continue  to  lean  upon  him.  There 
is  no  one  in  sight,  in  this  humble  servant's 
opinion,  in  the  trying  year  we  are  going  into, 
that  could  ever  fill  his  shoes. 

It  is  my  privilege,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  am 
delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  to  second  his 
nomination.  It  will  be  a  sad  day  for  us  if 
Ken's  future  is  to  be  confined  and  he  loses  the 
tremendous  energy  and  outstanding  ability,  serv- 
ice and  devotion  he  has  danced  with  all  his  life; 
and  the  bloody  touch  when  he  started  to  work 
chopping  up  the  carcasses  as  a  butcher,  some  of 
that  blood  came  upon  his  head  and  body  when 
he  was  trying  to  chop  some  of  these  legislators 
down  to  size  in  the  halls  of  the  Legislature. 
That  is  where  you  have  seen  the  blood  on  his 
head  when  he  stood  up  to  them  in  the  attack  by 
some  of  his  own  people  in  his  brilliant  fight  to 
save  the  land  from  the  curse  of  the  phony 
proponent  of  the  sales  tax.     Hail  Ken  Kelley. 

Vice  President  Pratt :  The  Chair  will  recog- 
nize  Helen  Tafe   O'Donnell. 

Delegate  O'Donnell  (Retail  Clerks,  Local  No. 
711,  Boston):  This  is  the  third  consecutive  time 
that  I  have  come  before  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  convention  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Kenneth  J.  Kelley.  I  cannot  tell 
you  with  what  pride  I  do  this.  For  the  past 
three  years  I  served  as  a  member  of  the  Merger 
Committee  with  Mr.  Kelley  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  and  I  cannot  bring  too 
forcefully  to  you  the  necessity  for  a  man  of 
Mr.  Kelley's  character  and  wisdom  in  a  posi- 
tion of  Secretary-Treasurer.  I  regret  exceed- 
ingly, and  I  will  not  belabor  the  question,  but 
I  regret  that  we  will  not  have  Mr.  Kelley  in 
the  Legislature  appearing  for  us,  but  we  will 
have  him  in  what  we  valiantly  tried  to  name  the 
Executive  Officers.  He  will  always  be  the  Execu- 
tive Officer  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor. 

We  have  ahead  of  us  a  trying  year.  This 
convention  has  been  rather  exciting,  but  I  pre- 
dict that  the  October  1959  convention  will  be 
even  more  exciting. 


I  have  spent  three  years  with  the  Merger 
Committee  of  the  C.I.O.,  and  I  know  what  they 
are  going  to  have  to  face  a  year  from  now.  Let 
us  make  sure  that  the  man  who  sits  as  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer is  Kenneth  Kelley  and  let  us 
make  sure  that  we  recognize  him  as  our  Execu- 
tive Officer  in  the  new  merged  organization. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  will  recog- 
nize Martin  Pierce. 

Delegate  Pierce  (Fire  Fighters,  Local  No. 
718,  Boston) :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  find  myself  at 
a  handicap  following  such  eloquence  by  the  two 
previous  speakers,  showing  the  abilities  of  one, 
Kenneth  J.  Kelley.  I  deem  it  a  personal  privi- 
lege and  with  a  great  deal  of  pride  in  behalf  of 
the  two  thousand  men  that  I  represent  here  at 
the  convention  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Kenneth  J.  Kelley  for  the  office  of  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

As  you  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  being  a  public 
employee,  the  greatest  instrument  that  we  have, 
not  having  the  benefit  at  the  bargaining  table, 
our  best  approach  to  gain  benefits  for  our  people 
is  to  gain  them  through  the  halls  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. In  this  regard  I  might  say  publicly  that 
Kenneth  has  been  outstanding  in  advising  us  in 
the  drafting  and  lobbying  of  legislative  matters 
that  effect  our  people.  It  is  with  great  pride 
that  I  second  the  nomination  of  Kenneth  Kelley. 
Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  any  further 
nominations  for  Secretary-Treasurer? 
From  the  Floor:  I  move  they  be  closed. 
Vice  President  Pratt:  It  is  regularly  moved 
and  seconded  that  the  nominations  be  closed. 
Any  remarks?  If  not,  as  many  as  are  in  favor 
signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The 
"ayes"  have  it.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered.^ 

That  closes  the  order  of  business  for  nomina- 
tions of  officers.  The  Chair  at  this  time  will 
recognize  Secretary-Treasurer  Kelley  for  the 
purpose  of  reading  a  telegram. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  conven- 
tion delegates,  before  I  proceed  to  read  these 
communications,  I  wish  to  express  my  heartfelt 
thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  confidence  that 
you  have  always  invested  in  me,  and  I  will  de- 
liver my  final  Legislative  Agent's  Report,  copies 
of  which  have  been  distributed  to  you;  but  I 
feel  in  all  humility,  entrusted  with  a  great 
responsibility,  along  with  the  other  officers  that 
you  are  to  elect,  to  live  up  to  the  high  standards 
and  the  expectations  of  the  delegates  as  ex- 
pressed here  in  the  nominating  and  seconding 
speeches. 

I  hope  that  at  all  times  I  may  always  live 
up  to  what  has  been  said  about  me.  I  never 
can,  but  at  least  I  will  set  it  as  a  goal  toward 
which  I  will  strive  along  with  John  Callahan 
and  the  other  officers  in  the  new  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council  that  we  are  creating  on 
Saturday  morning.  Thank  you  from  the  bottom 
of  a  warm  and  kind  of  choked-up  heart  for  all 
that  you  have  said  and  the  encouragement 
that  you  all  have  given  me  over  the  years.  I 
hope  I  may  continue  to  have  that  support  be- 
cause as  has  been  pointed  out  we  most  cer- 
tainly need  it,  I,  and  every  other  one  of  the 
18  officers  that  have  been  nominated  here  this 
afternoon. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates,  the  fol- 
lowing telegram  addressed  to  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

"I  very  much  regret  that  I  cannot  join 
with  you  for  the  72nd  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor. 
This  milestone  convention  is  an  occasion 
both  of  retrospect  on  past  accomplishments 
and  of  anticipation  of  fresh  beginnings  in 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council.  You 
have  played  a  distinguished  part  in  the 
growth  of  responsible  unionism  in  Massachu- 
setts and  I  am  confident  that  in  the  future 
will  continue  to  exert  the  same  beneficial 
influence  toward  human  welfare  in  Massa- 
chusetts. With  best  regards  to  all  present, 
John  F.  Kennedy,  U.S.S." 
I    move,    Mr.    Chairman,   the   contents   of  this 


Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 


47 


telegram  be  spread  upon  the  record  and  in- 
cluded in  the  proceedings  of  this  convention. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  If  there  are  no  ob- 
jections it  will  be  so  ordered.  Hearing  none, 
it  is   so  ordered. 

I  would  like  to  request  at  this  time  that  if 
there  are  any  Committee  chairmen  who  are 
ready  to  report,  that  they  come  to  the  platform. 
We  do  have  one  late-filed  resolution  which  will 
now   be    read    by   the    Secretary-Treasurer. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman,  delegates 
to  the  convention.  The  following  resolution 
has  been  received,  Resolution  No.  35,  Govern- 
ment Aid  to  Fishermen. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  35 
Government  Aid  to  Fishermen 

Resolved:  Since  experience  has  shown  that 
the  various  programs  of  the  United  States,  op- 
erating as  sundry  "AID  to  the  Fishing  In- 
dustry" have  proved  futile  as  benefits  to  the 
fishermen,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Congress  and 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  be  called  upon 
to  legislate  programs  of  direct  benefit  to  the 
fishermen  by  relieving  them  and  their  collective 
bargaining  representative  of  the  oppression  of 
the  various  ANTI-TRUST  LAWS,  and  by  pro- 
viding some  form  of  bonus,  to  operate  upon  the 
price  of  the  initial  sale  of  fish  at  such  times  as 
the  market  price  thereof  falls  below  that  which 
provides  a  suitable  living  wage  for  the  fisherman 
and  his   family. 

(Submitted  by  Delegate  Victor  Turpin,  At- 
lantic  Fishermen's   Union,    Boston.) 

I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  in  order 
that  this  resolution  may  be  entertained  and 
referred   to   the   Resolutions    Committee. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  It  is  regularly  moved 
and  seconded  to  suspend  the  rules  and  refer  this 
to  the  Resolutions  Committee.  Any  remarks? 
If  not,  as  many  as  are  in  favor  signify  by  say- 
ing "aye."  Opposed,  "no."  The  "ayes"  have 
it.    It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

For  what  purpose  does  the  delegate   rise? 

Delegate  Bolk  (Papermakers,  431,  Gard- 
ner) :  To  make  a  motion.  Mr.  Chairman.  Hav- 
ing voted  in  the  affirmative  this  morning,  prior 
to  the  dispersing  of  this  audience  here  this 
noontime,  and  through  some  legal  chicanery  we 
were  not  allowed  to  be  heard  in  bringing  up  a 
motion  for  reconsideration  to  postpone  the  de- 
bate on  the  sales  tax  and  the  other  controversial 
resolutions  which  we  have  here.  I  make  a  mo- 
tion at  this  time  that  reconsideration  be  given 
and  we  bring  it  upon  the  floor  this  afternoon 
those  resolutions  pertaining  to  the  sales  tax 
and  those  that  have  to  do  with  protecting  crafts 
union. 

From    the    Floor:     I    second   the    motion. 

President  Callahan:  Will  the  delegate  state 
his  name  and  local. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  Delegate  McCloskey, 
Boston  Central  Labor  Union. 

President  Callahan :  The  Chair  recognizes 
Delegate  McCloskey. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  Mr.  Chairman,  a  mo- 
tion was  passed  here  this  morning  and  sec- 
onded   .    .    . 

Delegate  Patnod  (Worcester  Central  Labor 
Union)  :  Point  of  order,  Mr.  Chairman.  Has 
this  motion  been  seconded? 

President  Callahan:  Delegates,  please.  The 
Chair  recognizes  Delegate  McCloskey. 

Delegate  Patnod:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  for 
a  point  of  order.  A  motion  was  made  and  sec- 
onded and  was  not  stated  by  the  Chair,  there- 
fore, I  don't  think  there  is  any  discussion  to 
be  made  on  it  until  it  is  so  done. 

President  Callahan:  The  motion  was  made 
for  reconsideration  by  the  gentleman  before  the 
delegate  who  is  presently  at  the  microphone.  I 
presume  that  the  motion  was  seconded.  The 
Chair  failed  to  state  a  motion  had  been  made 
and  duly  seconded  for  reconsideration  of  the 
action  taken  this  morning  on  the  question. 
Proceed. 


Delegate  McCloskey:  Thank  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. I  am  very  grateful  to  you  for  allowing 
me  the  opportunity  to  talk,  finally  after  I  was 
harassed   this   afternoon. 

President  Callahan :  Will  the  delegate  con- 
fine his   remarks  to  the  question  in  point. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  It's  still  the  same  ques- 
tion. Mr.  Chairman,  our  delegation  had  the 
understanding  that  a  motion  was  passed  and 
then  brought  up  for  reconsideration  and  you 
ruled  on  it  that  it  was  out  and  our  people  have 
gone  home.  We  have  the  majority  votes  here 
and  you  ruled  on  it.  Now,  what  kind  of  a 
business  is  this? 

President  Callahan:  I  made  no  ruling  at  all, 
delegate.     Proceed. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  Not  on  this  particular 
one,  but  you  did  this  noontime. 

President  Callahan:  Proceed  on  the  question 
in  point. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  While  we  are  allowed 
to  have  a  point  of  order  you  didn't  give  me  a 
point  of  order  this  morning. 

President  Callahan:  Will  the  delegate  please 
proceed  with  his  purpose  of  speaking  on  the 
question  of  reconsideration. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  I  move,  Mr.  Chairman 
— or  let  me  say  that  I  am  against  the  moving 
for  any  reconsideration.  (Subsequent  remarks 
deleted  as  a  result  of  motion  by  Delegate  Tatten, 
of  Friday,  Dec.  5,  proceedings.) 

President  Callahan:  The  Chair  recognizes  the 
delegate  at  microphone  2. 

Delegate  Ward  (AFSC&ME,  Local  No.  648, 
Boston) :  I  rise  at  this  time  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion that  has  been  made  for  reconsideration. 
This  morning  one  of  the  delegates  who  happens 
to  be  a  representative  of  the  Hotel  and  Restau- 
rant Workers  who  has  a  negotiation  conference 
this  afternoon  with  some  of  his  other  delegates, 
stood  before  this  convention  in  good  faith  and 
asked  that  this  sales  tax  be  taken  up  tomorrow 
morning.  That  motion  was  carried,  and  he  with 
his  delegates  left  here.  I  ask  you  at  this  time 
in  the  name  of  fair  play  regardless  of  how  you 
stand  on  the  sales  tax  to  grant  those  people  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard  and  turn  down  this  plea 
for  reconsideration  now. 

From  the  Floor:  Local  111,  Lawrence,  Mass. 
I  am  not  taking  any  participation  on  either 
side.  I  believe  everyone  has  the  right  to  his 
opinion  and  his  own  discussion,  but  the  remark 
that  was  passed  here  by  the  previous  speaker 
who  held  this  mike  and  stated  that  they  had 
all  their  delegation  here  this  morning  to  put  in 
the  vote  but  they  were  gone  now,  I  believe  that 
is  a  foregone  conclusion  that  they  were  trying 
to  bag  something.  If  they  had  sincere  delegates 
they  should  still  be  here  and  should  remain  here 
if  they  are  going  to  act  in  the  interest  of  this 
organization.  I  may  not  be  in  favor  of  their 
resolutions- — I  may  be  opposed — and  I  may  be 
in  favor.  Regardless  of  what  the  case  may  be, 
I  will  remain  here  until  the  last  shot  is  fired 
and  anyone  who  is  sincere  and  who  is  not  a 
stooge — and  I  repeat,  not  a  stooge — will  be 
present  here. 

President  Callahan :  The  Chair  recognizes  the 
delegate  at  the  mike. 

Delegate  Berso  (4553,  Worcester)  :  I  have 
voted  for  your  original  motion  and  thought  it 
was  a  good  thing.  Since  that  time  I  found  there 
is  no  reason  why  they  should  hold  it  off  until 
tomorrow.  We  haven't  much  time  and  should 
start  right  now  and  get  as  much  done  as  we 
can. 

Delegate  from  Bartenders,  Local  34:  Right  at 
this  moment  the  people  who  made  this  motion 
this  morning  to  hold  over  for  a  few  hours  two 
resolutions  that  have  not  come  before  this  body 
as  yet  are  negotiating  at  the  Hotel  Statler  and 
this  is  the  last  negotiation  we  will  have.  It  is 
imperative,  it  is  essential;  they  couldn't  be  any- 
where else  representing  several  thousand  people. 
The  delegates  here  at  various  times  have  the 
same  predicament;  they  have  to  represent  their 
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membership.  They  have  the  union  at  heart. 
They  couldn't  possibly  stay  over  this  afternoon. 
There  is  no  gimmick  in  this;  it  isn't  the  law  of 
the  land;  it  isn't  the  law  of  the  organization. 
The  two  resolutions  haven't  even  been  presented 
to  this  body.  They  will  be  presented  tomorrow 
morning  if  this  resolution  stays  as  is.  Just  as 
sure  as  I  am  standing  here  now  it  was  done  in 
good  faith,  and  a  motion  to  reconsider  was  made 
this  morning  by  a  person  who  was  not  in  the 
affirmative.  Therefore,  the  Chair  ruled  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  out  of  order. 

Now  here  we  have,  without  any  biased  feeling 
toward  anyone,  two  people  who  in  the  course 
of  a  few  hours  decide  that  they  want  to  change 
their  minds.  I  don't  doubt  their  sincerity.  I 
think  they  are  good  trade  unionists  too,  and  if 
they  have  contracts  to  negotiate  for  their  unions, 
they  wouldn't  be  here  either. 

Johnny  Powers,  who  spoke  this  morning,  told 
all  of  us  to  dedicate  yourselves  to  untangle 
wrongs,  not  to  create  them.  Why  don't  we  all 
take  advantage  of  a  statement  like  that.  I  doubt 
very  much  were  I  on  the  negotiating  committee 
for  the  several  thousand  people  would  I  neglect 
them  and  come  here  to  wait  and  see  when  these 
two  resolutions  would  come  up.  This  is  done 
in  all  fairness,  believe  me,  and  I  say  if  this 
motion  to  reconsider  is  granted  by  the  Chair, 
then  I  ask  you  delegates,  if  you  were  in  the 
same  position  as  they  are  today,  would  you 
grant  them  the  courtesy  of  coming  back  to- 
morrow morning  and  letting  them  speak  their 
piece?  Is  that  too  much  to  ask  of  anybody? 
I  don't  think  it's  too  big  for  us  to  do  a  thing 
like  that.  A  few  hours  is  not  going  to  make 
any  difference  in  our  lives;  but  let  us  give  each 
other   courtesy   and   stop   bumping   each   other. 

Delegate  Goodwin  (Post  Office  Clerks,  Local 
No.  497,  Springfield)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  while  I 
am  not  possessed  with  the  abilities  of  the  pre- 
vious speaker  I  rise  to  move  that  the  motion 
now  on  the  floor  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table  until  the  opening  session  tomorrow  morn- 
ing. 

Delegate  from  the  Floor:   Mr.   Chairman  .   .   . 

President  Callahan:  The  delegate  has  already 
had  an  opportunity  to  speak.  In  order  for  me 
to  be  fair,  I  would  first  request  that  those  who 
desire  to  speak  have  that  opportunity  and  then 
if  there  is  time  we  certainly  will  give  you  an 
opportunity  to  come  back  to  the  mike. 

Delegate  Tieso  (AFSC&ME,  Local  No.  296, 
Boston)  :  In  all  decency  and  fairness  you  should 
accept  this  motion  and  put  it  on  the  table  until 
tomorrow  morning.  The  worthy  Secretary- 
Treasurer  made  a  motion  to  reconsider  and 
even  though  your  Rules  Committee  and  you 
adopted  their  rules  and  laws  shall  prevail  and 
the  worthy  Chairman  this  morning  ruled  just. 
Now  there  was  no  roll  call.  It  was  a  man- 
date of  this  organization  that  we  shall  stay 
and  take  that  question  up  tomorrow;  there- 
fore, Mr.  President,  I  think  an  impartial 
motion  has  been  given  to  you,  a  fair  motion, 
a  motion  that  is  within  the  proceedings  of  your 
conyention;  so  I  ask  you  members  to  accept  this 
motion,  table  it  until  tomorrow  morning  until 
the  delegates  will  all  be  here. 

President  Callahan:  May  I  say  to  you,  regard- 
less of  some  of  the  remarks  that  might  have 
been  pointed  at  your  Presiding  Officer  at  this 
moment,  and  regardless  of  my  feelings  on  some 
of  the  issues,  in  all  fairness  to  the  delegates 
here  present — and  I  wasn't  here  this  morning 
when  the  motion  was  made  to  stop  debate  on 
controversial  issues — I  am  only  a  servant  of 
you  the  people  out  there.  There  is  nothing  that 
I  ask  only  consideration  and  I  maintain  that  a 
motion  has  been  made  to  table  this  matter  until 
tomorrow  morning  and  that  motion  has  been 
seconded.  In  fairness  to  you  all,  we  bring  the 
question  without  controversy  to  this  floor  to- 
morrow morning  and  give  those  people  who  are 
in  favor  of  it  or  opposed  to  it  an  opportunity 
to  speak  their  mind.  I  am  not  one  to  say  that 
I   am  going  to  try  to  force  through  a  particular 


issue.  I  accept  the  motion  to  table  the  matter. 
It  has  been  duly  seconded.  No  action  will  be 
taken  on  those  matters  until  tomorrow. 

Delegate  Slattery  (Electrical  Workers,  Local 
No.  103,  Boston)  :  As  the  Vice  Chairman  to 
the  Constitution  Committee  I  have  been  re- 
quested by  the  Committee  that  beginning  at 
10  o'clock  sharp  tomorrow  morning  this  con- 
vention listen  to  the  reading  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council. 
I  repeat,  I  would  like  to  have  this  begin  at 
10  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  for  the  purpose 
of  getting   it   done. 

President  Callahan:  The  motion  has  been 
made  and  duly  seconded  that  the  Committee 
on  Constitution  give  their  report  at  10:00  a.m. 
tomorrow  morning.  Anything  to  be  said  on  the 
question?  If  not,  as  many  as  are  in  favor  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye."  Those  opposed  "no." 
The  "ayes"  have  it.    It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  just 
want  to  make  an  apology  to  the  delegates  here. 
I  lost  my  head  in  the  furor  of  this  thing  and  I 
know  I  acted  kind  of  out  of  order.  I  want  to 
apologize  to  all  the  delegates.     Thank  you. 

Delegate  DeAndrade  (Printing  Pressmen,  Lo- 
cal No.  3,  Boston)  :  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  out  of  order, 
according  to  our  rules,  when  a  motion  has  been 
made  and  seconded  and  becomes  the  property  of 
the  body.  I  am  not  up  here  for  the  purpose  of 
reconsideration  but  under  parliamentary  proced- 
ure and  under  our  rules,  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider is  in  order.  That  is  then  the  decision  of 
the  body  as  to  whether  or  not  it  wishes  to  re- 
consider. Let's  do  this  in  the  proper  manner. 
I  think  the  delegates  all  understand  and  we 
should    proceed    under    parliamentary    procedure. 

President  Callahan:  Let  me  say  to  all  the 
delegates,  parliamentary  procedure  is  fine.  It  is 
written  for  all  of  us  to  understand,  but  there 
comes  a  time  when  you  have  got  to  use  common 
sense  and  sound  judgment  and,  without  con- 
fusing this  convention,  that  was  necessary  and 
that  was  my  action  here  this  afternoon. 

I  now  turn  the  Chair  over  to  Vice  President 
Pratt. 

Delegate  Goodwin  (Post  Office  Clerks,  Local 
No.  497,  Springfield) :  As  the  maker  of  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table,  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  Chair  put  the  question  on  that  motion. 
I   so   desire  he   do   so   at  this  moment. 

From  the  Floor:   Question. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Anything  to  be  said  on 
the  question?  If  not,  all  in  favor  signify  by 
saying  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes"  have 
it.  It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered.  The  motion  is 
to   be  tabled   until   tomorrow   morning. 

The  Chair  recognizes  Secretary  Kelley  for  an 
announcement   of   the   Election   Committee. 

Secretary  Kelley:  The  following  is  the  Elec- 
tion Committee  who  are  going  to  rule  on  the 
order  in  which  the  candidates  will  be  listed^  on 
the  ballot  and  set  up  the  rules  for  the  election. 
The  Committee  is  to  go  into  session  immediately, 
since  a  technicality  has  arisen  in  regard  to  the 
ineligibility  of  one  of  the  candidates. 

James  M.  Murphy,  Post  Office  Clerks,  Local 
100,  Boston. 

Joseph  Slattery,  Electrical  Workers,  Local 
103,   Boston. 

Patrick  Coleman,  Retail  Clerks,  Local  711, 
Boston. 

Thomas  Moriarty,  Boot  &  Shoe  Workers, 
Maiden. 

Michael  Harrington,  Carpenters,  Local  56, 
Boston. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Those  whose  names 
have  been  read  will  meet  on  the  platform  im- 
mediately upon  adjournment. 

All  the  business  before  the  convention  at  the 
present  time  having  been  completed,  I  declare 
this  session  adjourned  to  reconvene  at  9:30  a.m. 
tomorrow    morning. 

(The  meeting  adjourned  at  4:15  p.m.) 
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FRIDAY,   DECEMBER  5,   1958 
MORNING  SESSION 


(The  Convention  convened  at   10:00  a.m.) 

President  Callahan:  The  Convention  will 
please  come  to  order.  This  morning,  delegates, 
the  invocation  will  be  given  by  Reverend  James 
Hiles,  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,   Boston. 

INVOCATION 

REV.  JAMES  HILES 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Boston 

Our  Father,  we  beseech  Thee  to  inspire  us  all 
with  such  love,  truth  and  equity  that  in  all  our 
dealings  one  with  another  we  may  show  forth 
our  brotherhood  in  Thee. 

Teach  us  to  know  that  we  are  members  one 
of  another.  Remove  from  among  us  all  distrust 
and  bitterness  as  we  face  the  disputes  of  our 
planning  our  work   and   our  bargaining. 

Grant  that  seeking  what  is  just  and  equal,  and 
caring  for  the  needs  of  others,  we  may  live 
and   work   together   in   unity  and   love. 

Thou  who  hast  consecrated  labor  to  the  welfare 
of  mankind,  prosper,  we  pray  Thee  the  industries 
of  this  land  and  of  the  world.  Bless  all  those 
who  are  engaged  therein.  Shield  them  in  their 
dangers  and  temptations  and  grant  that  re- 
ceiving the  due  fruits  of  their  labors  they  may 
praise   Thee  according  to  Thy  will. 

May  Thy  blessing  be  upon  us  one  by  one  and 
altogether  as  we  meet  in  the  common  interest 
of   man  and  his   labor.     Amen. 

President  Callahan:  Thank  you  Reverend 
Hiles  for  coming  here  this  morning  to  give  the 
invocation  to  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  Convention.    We  thank  you  most  sincerely. 

From  action  taken  at  our  convention  yesterday 
afternoon,  the  first  order  of  business  is  a  report 
from    the    Constitution    Committee. 

The    Chair    recognizes    Chairman    Carroll. 

Delegate  Carroll:  Mr.  Chairman,  your  Con- 
stitution Committee  has  labored  over  the  past 
three  days  to  be  in  a  position  to  bring  in  a 
Constitution  for  your  consideration  this  morn- 
ing. 

I  believe  that  every  member  of  this  conven- 
tion has  received  a  copy  of  the  printed  Constitu- 
tion. I  want  to  emphasize  again  that  this  is 
not  a  stereotyped  proposition  by  any  means. 
Every  item  in  the  Constitution  that  you  have 
before  you  in  printed  form  was  screened, 
amended,  and  further  amended  and  amended 
again — A  concerted  effort  was  made  on  behalf 
of  the_  officers  of  this  convention  to  consider  the 
disposition   of   your    Constitution    Committee. 

I  am  going  to  ask  the  secretary  of  the  Con- 
stitution Committee  to  read  this  report  of 
which  you  have  copies.  I  want  you  to  follow 
his  reading  and  if  you  wish,  make  notes  of  any 
part  of  it  that  you  don't  particularly  like  and  be 
in  a  position  to  act  accordingly  when  we  have 
read  the  report  to  you. 

However,  there  are  three  small  minor  amend- 
ments being  inserted  by  your  committee  and 
concurred  in  by  all  concerned,  initiated  by  your 
committee,  that  will  be  read  off  to  you  in  the 
normal  reading  of  the  report  and  we  will  ex- 
plain them  if  it  becomes  necessary. 

At  this  time  I  will  ask  Mr.  Kelly,  secretary 
of  the  committee,  to  read  the  report  of  the 
Constitution    Committee. 

Delegate  Kelly  (Meat  Cutters,  Local  592, 
Boston)  : 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE 

MASSACHUSETTS    STATE   LABOR 

COUNCIL,  AFL-CIO 

PREAMBLE 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  the  very  instinct  of 
self  preservation  demands  the  closer  union  of 
all  branches  of  organized  labor  in  order  that 
equality  of  right  and  privilege  may  be  obtained 
for  wage  earners,  we,  the  representatives  of 
the  labor  unions  of  Massachusetts  in  conven- 
tion assembled,  do  hereby  unite  our  forces  in 
labor's  cause,  and  call  upon  wage  earners 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  to  join  with  us 
in  obtaining  needed  industrial,  economic,  political 
and  social  reforms,  and  to  affirm  the  rights  of 
all  workers  to  organize  themselves  peacefully 
together.  We  believe  in  the  basic  rights  of  free 
people,  and  we  oppose  all  anti-labor  and  anti- 
democratic efforts  to  shackle  labor.  A  free  and 
unshackled  trade  union  movement  is  indispens- 
able to  a  democratic  society.  We  are  dedicated 
to  free  collective  bargaining  and  the  protection 
of  the  rights  of  labor.  We  further  believe  in 
the  local  autonomy  of  trade  unions  and  the 
closest  possible  unity  by  all  labor  groups  in 
matters  of  general  concern.  All  local  groups 
should  carry  out  economic,  social,  political  and 
educational  objectives  in  conformity  with  the 
policy  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO. 

Pursuant  to  the  National  AFL-CIO  Constitu- 
tion, this  merged  organization  shall  be  based 
upon  a  constitutional  recognition  that  both  craft 
and  industrial  unions  are  appropriate, _  equal 
and  necessary  as  methods  of  trade  union  or- 
ganization, and  we  recognize  the  rights  of  each 
respective  craft,  trade  and  industrial  union. 

ARTICLE  I 
Name  and  Affiliation 

SECTION  1.  This  organization  shall  be 
known  as  the  MASSACHUSETTS  STATE 
LABOR  COUNCIL,  AFL-CIO,  and  shall  be 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  _  of 
Labor  and  Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  that  organiza- 
tion. 

ARTICLE  II 
Objects 

The  objects  of  this   Council  shall  be: 

1.  To  assist  in  furthering  the  appropriate 
objects  and  policies  of  the  AFL-CIO,  or  of 
organizations  affiliated  with  the  AFL-CIO  (pro- 
vided such  objects  or  policies  are  not  inconsistent 
with   the  objects  or   policies  of  the  AFL-CIO)  ; 

2.  To  serve  as  a  means  of  exchanging  in- 
formation among  affiliated  bodies  on  matters  of 
common   interest ; 

3.  To  provide  aid,  cooperation  and  assist- 
ance to  affiliated  local  unions  and  other  affiliated 
bodies  in  their  common  and  individual  en- 
deavors ; 

4.  To  propose  support  and  promote  legisla- 
tion favorable  to  and  to  oppose  legislation  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  workers  and  organized 
labor; 

5.  To  aid  and  encourage  a  political  educa- 
tion and  action  program  among  affiliated  local 
unions ; 
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6.  To  aid  and  encourage  an  educational 
program  among  the  members  of  local  unions; 
and  further  to  encourage  and  promote  labor 
education  in  the  schools  and  colleges  within 
the   Commonwealth; 

7.  To  conduct  a  public  relations  program 
with  the  general  public  by  informing  them  of 
the  objectives  and  policies  of  the  Council; 

8.  To  encourage  the  employment  of  union 
labor  and  to  promote  the  purchase  of  union 
label  products  and  to  further  the  interest  of 
local  union  emblems,  shop  cards  and  buttons; 

9.  To  engage  in  such  other  activities  as  are 
consistent  with  the  objects  and  principles  set 
forth  in  the  National  and  State  Constitutions  of 
the    AFL-CIO,    and   the    policies   thereof. 

ARTICLE  III 
Membership 

This  Council  shall  be  composed  exclusively  of: 

1.  Locals  of  national  and  international  unions 
affiliated    with    the    AFL-CIO; 

2.  Local  Unions  directly  affiliated  with  the 
AFL-CIO; 

3.  Local  central  bodies  of  the  AFL-CIO 
within  the  State  of  Massachusetts; 

4.  Such  other  subordinate  bodies  as  the 
AFL-CIO  Executive  Council  may  determine 
are    eligible    for    membership. 

No  organization  shall  be  admitted  or  re- 
tained in  membership  that  has  been  suspended 
or  expelled  by  a  parent  body  affiliated  with  the 
AFL-CIO   or   by  the  AFL-CIO. 

No  organization  shall  be  admitted  or  re- 
tained which  is  officered,  controlled  or  dominated 
by  Communists,  Fascists  or  other  totalitarians, 
or  whose  policies  and  activities  are  consistently 
directed  toward  the  achievement  of  the  program 
or  purposes  of  the  Communist  Party,  or  any 
Fascist  organization,  or  other  totalitarian  move- 
ment. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Conventions 

SECTION  1.  The  Conventions  shall  be  the 
supreme   governing   body   of  the   Council. 

SECTION  2.  The  regular  Convention  of  the 
Council  shall  be  held  annually  commencing  on 
the  first  (1st)  Wednesday  of  October  at  a  time 
and  place  designated  by  the  Executive  Council. 
In  cases  of  extreme  emergency,  a  three  fourths 
(24's)  vote  of  the  Executive  Council  may  change 
the  date  of  the   Convention. 

Affiliates  shall  be  given  at  least  sixty  (60) 
days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

SECTION  3.  (a)  Special  conventions  may 
be  called  by  direction  of  a  regular  convention, 
by  order  of  the  Executive  Council,  or  upon 
written  request  of  affiliates  representing  a 
majority   of   the   dues   paying   membership. 

_  (b)  Notice  of  special  conventions  must  be 
given  to  affiliates  at  least  thirty  (30)  days  in 
advance  and  must  specify  the  subject  or  sub- 
jects to  be  considered  by  the  convention.  No 
subjects  other  than  those  specified  may  be 
considered    by    a    special    convention. 

(c)  Representation  at  special  conventions 
shall  be  on  the  same  basis  as  at  regular  con- 
ventions, and  the  conventions  shall  be  governed 
by  the  same  rules  and  procedure  as  regular 
conventions. 

SECTION  4.  Representation  to  the  Conven- 
tion shall  be  determined  on  the  basis  of  the 
average  monthly  membership  on  which  per 
capita  payments  of  the  affiliate  were  made  for 
the  twelve  (12)  month  period  ending  with  the 
month  prior  to  the  issuance  of  the  convention 
call.  The  schedule  of  representation  shall  be 
as    follows: 

(a)     Local  unions,  one  delegate  for  the  first 


two  hundred  members  or  less,  and  one  addi- 
tional delegate  for  each  additional  200  or 
major    fraction    thereof. 

(b)  Local    Central    Bodies,   two   delegates. 

(c)  Past  Presidents  of  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  and  Massachusetts  In- 
dustrial Union  Council  who  are  in  good  stand- 
ing with  their  local  union  and  whose  local 
union  is  affiliated  with  the  Council,  shall 
be  seated  as  delegates  in  addition  to  the  repre- 
sentation as  set  forth  in  Section  4(a)  above. 

SECTION  5. 

(a)  Local  unions  in  existence  less  than 
ninety  (90)  days  prior  to  the  end  of  the 
Council's  fiscal  year  must  pay  per  capita  tax 
for  at  least  sixty  (60)  days  prior  to  the  end 
of  the  Council's  fiscal  year  and  must  be  in 
good  standing  at  the  date  of  the  Convention 
to  be  eligible  for  representation  at  the  Con- 
vention. 

(b)  New  local  unions  formed  between  the 
end  of  the  Council's  fiscal  year  and  the  Con- 
vention shall  pay  per  capita  tax  for  sixty 
(60)  days  prior  to  the  Convention  to  be 
eligible   for  representation   at  the    Convention. 

(c)  Other  newly  affiliating  locals  must  pay 
at  least  three  (3)  months'  per  capita  tax  prior 
to  the  Convention  and  must  be  in  good  stand- 
ing at  the  date  of  the  Convention  to  be  eligible 
for    representation    at    the    Convention. 

(d)  Suspended  or  withdrawn  locals  must 
pay  per  capita  tax  for  at  least  three  (3) 
months  prior  to  the  end  of  the  Council's  fiscal 
year  and  must  be  in  good  standing  at  the 
date  of  the  Convention  to  be  eligible  for 
representation   at  the   Convention. 

(e)  The  basis  of  representation  for  the 
aforesaid  locals  shall  be  as  described  in  Sec- 
tion   4    above. 

SECTION  6.  The  votes  of  an  organization 
shall  be  divided  among  the  delegates  from  that 
organization  as  nearly  equally  as  possible  with- 
out fractional  votes,  and  the  local  union  shall 
record  such  allocation  on  the  credential  blank 
in  the  space  provided.  Under  no  circumstances 
shall  a  delegate  be  permitted  less  than  one  (1) 
vote  nor  more  than  six  hundred  (600)   votes. 

SECTION  7.  (a)  Resolutions  and  proposed 
constitutional  amendments  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  Secretary-Treasurer  no  later  than  thirty 
(30)  days  prior  to  the  opening  date  of  the 
Convention.  The  resolutions  and  proposed  con- 
stitutional amendments  shall  be  submitted  in 
writing,  in  triplicate,  and  must  bear  the  signa- 
ture of  an  affiliated  union  in  good  standing  or 
an  accredited  delegate  to  the  Convention.  All 
resolutions  and  amendments  to  the  constitution 
must  be  referred  to  the  proper  convention  com- 
mittee before  being  submitted  to  the  Convention. 

SECTION  7.  (b)  Resolutions  and  proposed 
constitutional  amendments  received  or  submitted 
after  the  time  stipulated  above,  shall  be  referred 
to  the  Convention  with  the  understanding  that 
consideration  of  such  resolutions  and  proposed 
constitutional  amendments  is  dependent  upon 
three-quarters  (34)  consent  of  the  Convention 
delegates. 

SECTION  8.  No  affiliate  which,  at  the  open- 
ing date  of  the  Convention,  is  in  arrears  to  the 
Council  for  per  capita  tax  for  three  (3)  months 
or  more,  shall  be  entitled  to  recognition  or 
representation  in  the  Convention  provided,  how- 
ever, any  affiliate  which  becomes  unable  to  pay 
per  capita  tax  because  of  financial  difficulty 
caused  by  strikes  or  other  circumstances,  shall, 
at  least  sixty  (60)  days  immediately  prior  to 
the  convention,  report  such  circumstances  to 
the  Executive  Council,  which  may,  if  it  is 
convinced  that  the  request  is  justified,  notify 
the  Secretary-Treasurer  to  waive  such  per 
capital  tax  in  whole  or  in  part. 

SECTION  9.  No  affiliate  that  has  been  sus- 
pended or  expelled  by  the  AFL-CIO,  or  by  any 
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national  or  international  union  affiliated  with 
the  AFL-CIO  shall,  while  under  such  penalty, 
be  allowed  representation  or  recognition  in  the 
Convention. 

SECTION  10.  No  person  shall  be  eligible 
to  serve  as  a  delegate  unless  he  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  a  local  union  affiliated  with 
the    Council. 

SECTION  11.  Each  affiliate  may  designate 
alternate  delegates.  The  alternate  delegate  shall 
become  the  regular  delegate  in  case  the  regular 
delegate  is  unable  to  serve,  but  only  by  registra- 
tion  with  the    Credentials    Committee. 

SECTION  12.  A  roll-call  vote  may  be  had 
on  a  motion  supported  by  twenty-five  per  cent 
(25%)  of  the  delegates  present  at  the  Conven- 
tion. On  a  roll-call,  votes  shall  be  cast  in 
accordance  with  Section  6  of  this  Article.  No 
delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  cast  more  votes 
than  certified  on  his  credential.  Delegates  from 
organizations  other  than  Local  Unions  shall  be 
entitled  to  not  more  than  one   ( 1 )   vote  each. 

SECTION  13.  Nominations  for  officers  and 
Executive  Council  members  shall  be  held  at  the 
Wednesday  afternoon  session  and  the  election 
shall  commence  Friday  morning  at  a  time  and 
place  designated  by  the  Election   Committee. 

SECTION  14.  Twenty-five  per  cent  (25%) 
of  the  delegates  present  at  the  Convention  shall 
constitute  a   quorum. 

SECTION  15.  The  President  shall  appoint, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Council, 
such  committees  as  are  necessary  to  conduct 
the  affairs  of  the  Convention.  Such  committees 
may  meet  before  the  opening  date  of  the  Con- 
vention and  shall  report  to  the  Convention. 
Convention  Committees  shall  be:  Credentials, 
Resolutions,  Constitution,  Rules,  Officers'  Re- 
port, Secretary-Treasurer's  Report,  Department 
Reports,  Appeals  and  Grievances,  Union  Labels, 
Election    and    Standing    Committee's    Report. 

ARTICLE  V 
Officers  and  Executive  Council 

SECTION  1.  The  Executive  Officers  shall 
consist  of  a  President,  two  Executive  Vice 
Presidents,    and    a    Secretary-Treasurer. 

SECTION  2.  The  Executive  Council  shall 
consist  of  the  Executive  Officers  and  thirty-one 
(31)  Vice  Presidents,  at  least  one  of  whom 
shall  be   a   woman. 

SECTION  3.  The  election  of  the  Executive 
Council,  consisting  of  four  (4)  Executive 
Officers  and  thirty-one  (31)  Vice  Presidents, 
shall  be  by  secret  ballot  in  accordance  with 
the  procedures  outlined  in  Article  IV,  Sections 
6  and  12,  and  they  shall  be  elected  for  a  term 
of  one  (1)  year.  A  plurality  of  the  votes  cast 
for  each  of  the  offices  shall  decide  the  election. 

ARTICLE  VI 
Duties  of  Officers 

SECTION  1.  President.  The  President  shall 
preside  at  all  Conventions  and  meetings  of  the 
Executive  Council,  and  shall  have  authority  to 
interpret  and  enforce  the  constitution  between 
meetings  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  his 
interpretation  shall  be  conclusive  and  in  full 
force  and  effect  unless  reversed  or  changed  by 
the  Executive  Council  or  a  Convention.  He 
shall  appoint  all  committees  of  the  Convention 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Council. 
He  shall,  in  conjunction  with  the  executive 
officers,  appoint  all  other  committees  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Executive  Council.  He  shall 
countersign  all  checks  on  funds  of  the  Council 
and  all  other  official  documents  such  as  leases, 
mortgages,   etc.     He   shall  be  an  ex-officio  mem- 


ber of  all  committees.  He  shall  act  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Legislative  Advisory  Committee  and 
Committee  on   Political   Education. 

SECTION  2.  Executive  Vice  Presidents.  The 
Executive  Vice  Presidents  shall  assist  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary-Treasurer  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties  in  carrying  out  the  decisions  of 
the  Convention  and  the  policies  of  the  Executive 
Council.  The  Executive  Council  may  assign 
specific  duties  to  the  Executive  Vice  Presidents 
from  time  to  time. 

SECTION  3.  Secretary-Treasurer.  The  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer shall  serve  on  a  full-time  basis 
and  in  addition  to  the  duties  herein  prescribed 
shall  function  as  Office  Manager.  He  shall 
issue  the  Call  for  and  act  as  Secretary  in  all 
Conventions  and  meetings  of  the  Executive 
Council,  shall  cause  to  be  kept  a  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  such  Convention,  and  shall  send 
same  to  all  affiliated  unions  together  with  a  copy 
of  all  changes  in  the  Constitution  made  by  the 
Convention.  He  shall  receive  and  have  custody 
of  all  monies,  property,  securities  and  other 
evidences  of  investment,  books,  documents,  files 
and  effects  of  the  Council,  which  shall  at  all 
times  be  subject  to  inspection  by  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Council.  He  shall  pay  all  bills 
duly  authorized  and  deposit  all  income  and 
receipts  in  the  bank  designated  by  the  Execu- 
tive Council  in  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.  He  shall  pay 
no  monies  for  any  purpose  outside  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Council  except  by  a  majority 
vote  of  the  Executive  Council  or  by  the  special 
direction  of  the  Convention.  He  shall  sign, 
with  the  President,  all  checks  and  drafts  on 
the  funds  of  the  Council.  He  shall  be  bonded 
for  an  amount  not  less  than  that  required  by 
the  Rules  of  the  AFL:CIO  and  shall  submit  a 
report  to  each  Executive  Council  meeting  and 
an  annual  financial  report  to  the  Convention. 
He  shall  function  under  the  direction  of  the 
Executive    Council. 

ARTICLE  VII 

Duties  of  the  Executive  Council 

SECTION  1.  The  Executive  Council  shall 
be  the  governing  body  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  between  Con- 
ventions. The  Executive  Council  is  authorized 
and  empowered  to  take  such  action  and  render 
such  decisions  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out 
fully  and  adequately  the  decisions  and  instruc- 
tions of  the  Convention  and  to  enforce  the  pro- 
visions contained  in  this  Constitution.  Between 
Conventions  it  shall  have  the  power  to  direct 
the  affairs  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  _  and  to  take  such  actions  and  render 
such  decisions  as  are  necessary  and  appropriate 
to  safeguard  and  promote  the  best  interests  of 
the    State    Council    and    its    affiliated    unions. 

SECTION  2.  No  officer  or  committee  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  shall  permit  the  use  of  his  title  as 
an  officer  or  committee  member  of  this  Council 
in  connection  with  the  endorsement  of  any 
candidate  for  public  office,  unless  such  candidate 
shall  have  received  the  endorsement  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  or  was  endorsed  by 
action  of  the  last  previous  Convention,  or  by 
the  Committee  on  Political  Education  Confer- 
ence. 

SECTION  3.  The  Executive  Council  shall 
meet  monthly  or  more  often  if  called  by  the 
President  or  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  Council.  Any  member  of  the  Executive 
Council  failing  to  attend  three  consecutive 
regular  meetings  of  the  Executive  Council,  un- 
less excused  for  justifiable  reasons,  shall  have 
his  office  declared  vacant  by  the  President 
forthwith.     The    Secretary-Treasurer   shall   make 
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a  report  to  the  Annual  Convention  on  the  at- 
tendance of  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Council. 

SECTION  4.  The  Executive  Council  shall 
have  the  power  to  suspend  or  remove  any 
officer  or  member  of  its  Executive  Council 
on  written  charges  for  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  AFL-CIO,  or  the  Constitution 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO,  or  for  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  of 
the  Council,  misappropriation  of  funds,  mal- 
feasance in  office  or  neglect  of  duty.  No  officer 
shall  be  tried  except  upon  written  charges  of 
which  he  or  she  shall  have  a  copy  by  registered 
mail  at  least  fifteen  (15)  days  prior  to  the  date 
set  for  the  hearing.  The  trial  must  be  held 
no  later  than  thirty  (30)  days  after  the  filing 
of  charges.  After  such  hearing,  it  shall  require 
a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Council  members  pres- 
ent and  voting  to  suspend  or  remove  any  officer. 
Such  action  is  subject  to  appeal  to  the  next 
Convention  of  the  Council,  but  shall  remain 
in  full  force  and  effect  pending  any  appeal. 
Further  appeal  may  be  made  to  the  higher 
tribunals  of  National  AFL-CIO  in  accordance 
with  the  Rules  Governing  State  Central  Bodies. 

SECTION  5.  The  Executive  Officers  shall 
with  the  consent  of  the  Executive  Council 
employ  such  legal  counsel  as  may  be  necessary. 

SECTION  6.  The  Executive  Officers  shall 
with  the  consent  of  the  Executive  Council  select 
a  Certified  Public  Accountant  to  audit  the  books 
and  accounts  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  an- 
nually. The  fiscal  year  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  shall  run  from 
July  1st  to  June  30th,  inclusive. 

SECTION  7.  Between  Conventions,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  shall  fill  all  vacancies  occurring 
in    any    office   of   the    Executive    Council. 

SECTION  8.  A  majority  of  the  thirty-five 
(35)  Council  Members  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
at    Executive    Council   meetings. 

SECTION  9.  The  following  Standing  Com- 
mittees shall  be  appointed  annually  by  the 
President  in  consultation  with  the  Executive 
Officers  and  with  approval  of  the  Executive 
Council  and  shall  function  under  their  direc- 
tion. Unless  otherwise  noted,  each  committee 
shall    have    eleven     (11)     members: — 

Education   and   Research 

Organization   and   Affiliation 

Taxation 

Workmen's    Compensation 

Social    Security 

Housing 

Community  Services 

Civil  Rights 

A  Legislative  Advisory  Committee  consisting 
of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council,  to- 
gether with  the  Chairmen  of  the  aforementioned 
eight    (8)    Standing   Committees. 

A  Committee  on  Political  Education  con- 
sisting of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council 
together  with  at  least  fifteen  (15)  members-at- 
large  appointed  by  the  President  in  consultation 
with  the  Executive  Officers  and  approved  by 
the    Executive    Council. 

SECTION  10.  The  Executive  Council  shall 
have  the  authority  to  establish  and  set  salaries 
for  Directors  and  Officers  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO. 

ARTICLE  VIII 

Revenue 

SECTION  1.  Each  local  union  affiliate  shall 
pay  a  monthly  per  capita  tax  at  the  rate  of 
five  cents  (5c)  per  month  for  each  of  their  dues- 
paying  members.  Per  capita  tax  paid  by  af- 
filiated local  unions  to  their  respective  interna- 
tional  unions  shall  be  the  basis   for  payment   of 


per  capita  tax  to  the  Council.  In  the  case  of 
local  unions  directly  affiliated  with  the  AFL- 
CIO.  they  shall  pay  per  capita  tax  for  the  same 
number  of  members  on  which  they  pay  per 
capita   tax  to  the  AFL-CIO. 

In  cases  where  the  Executive  Council  has 
reason  to  believe  that  an  affiliated  local  union 
is  not  paying  its  full  per  capita  tax  on  its  dues- 
paying  membership,  the  Executive  Council  shall 
have  the  authority  to  notify  the  international 
union  or  the  AFL-CIO  of  such  local  union  and 
may  call  upon  the  local  union  to  submit  such 
records  as  the  Executive  Council  deems  neces- 
sary in  this  matter. 

SECTION  1(a).  Members  of  local  unions 
who  are  inactive  or  superannuated  shall  be 
exempt    from   above    requirements. 

SECTION  2.  Local  central  bodies  other  than 
local  unions  shall  pay  a  monthly  fee  of  three 
dollars    ($3.00). 

SECTION  3.  The  funds  of  this  Council 
shall  be  used  only  for  legitimate  expenditures 
in  furtherance  of  the  objectives  of  this  Council 
or   of   the   AFL-CIO. 

ARTICLE  IX 

Departments 

The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO,  hereby  establishes  the  following  four  (4) 
departments  to  service  properly  the  needs  of 
its  affiliated  organizations.  Each  of  such  de- 
partments shall  be  assigned  a  director  who  shall 
devote    full   time  to   his   duties: 

Committee  on  Political  Education 

Education    and    Research 

Legislative 

Publications    and    Public    Relations 

The  director  of  each  department  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by,  his  duties  outlined  by,  his  salary 
set  by,  and  work  under  the  direction  of,  the 
Executive  Council  and  shall  report  at  each 
Council  meeting.  Between  Executive  Council 
meetings,  the  Executive  Officers  shall  see  that 
the  policies  and  programs  of  the  Executive 
Council  are  properly  carried  out  by  the  depart- 
ments. 

A  department  director  may  be  removed  from 
his  position  by  the  Executive  Council  for 
conduct  contrary  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Massachusetts    State   Labor    Council,    AFL-CIO. 

Directors  of  the  departments  shall  be  subject 
to  review  for  reconfirmation  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Council  following  each  Con- 
vention. 

The  Executive  Council  shall,  after  consulta- 
tion with  the  comparable  departments  of  the 
National  AFL-CIO,  implement  the  functions 
and  duties  of  the  departments  as  set  forth 
below. 

COPE— The  COPE  Department  shall  be 
vested  with  the  duty  and  responsibility  in  meet- 
ing the  need  for  sound  political  education.  It 
shall  encourage  workers  to  register  and  vote, 
to  exercise  their  full  rights  and  responsibilities 
of  citizenship,  and  to  perform  their  rightful 
part  in  the  political  life  of  the  local,  state  and 
nation  communities.  It  shall  operate  in  con- 
formity with  the  policies  of  the  National  AFL- 
CIO  and  the  National  Committee  on  Political 
Education. 

EDUCATION  AND  RESEARCH— The  Edu- 
cation and  Research  Department  shall  promote 
the  widest  possible  understanding  among  union 
members  of  the  aims  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  shall  assist 
affiliated  unions  in  developing  their  own  edu- 
cational programs  and  shall  have  the  respon- 
sibility of  reviewing  and  appraising  the  research 
activities  of  the  Council  to  the  end  that  ade- 
quate research  facilities  are  available  to  the 
Council. 
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LEGISLATIVE — The  Legislative  Depart- 
ment shall  undertake  to  carry  out  the  policies 
and  programs  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  consistent  with  the  policies 
and  programs  of  the  AFL-CIO  and  shall  co- 
ordinate the  legislative  activities  between  this 
Council  and  Local  Councils  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts. 

PUBLICATIONS  AND  PUBLIC  RELA- 
TIONS—The  Publications  and  Public  Rela- 
tions Department  shall  review  and  appraise  the 
needs  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  in  keeping  the  general  public  in- 
formed of  the  goals  and  policies  of  the  Council. 

ARTICLE  X 
Amendments 

This  Constitution  may  be  amended  or  altered 
at  a  regular  session  of  the  Convention,  and 
shall  require  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  delegates. 
Such  amendments  or  alterations  shall  take  effect 
upon  approval  of  the  National  President  of  the 
AFL-CIO. 

Delegate  Carroll:  Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
Constitution  as  read  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Constitution  Committee  be  concurred  in  as  a 
whole. 

President  Callahan:  Do  I  hear  the  motion 
seconded? 

From  the  Floor:    Seconded. 

Delegate  Lally  (Bricklayers,  State  Confer- 
ence) :  Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  question.  I  move 
at  this  time  that  the  motion  be  laid  on  the  table 
until  the  Constitution  Committee  concludes  their 
report. 

Delegate  Carroll:  We  have  completed  our 
report.  The  Committee  has  completed  all  its 
duties  and  is  now  making  a  final  report  which 
will    be    read    in    detail. 

From  the  Floor:  Mr.  Chairman,  point  of 
information.  What  has  been  the  action  of  the 
Constitution  Committee  on  the  Resolutions  16, 
18    and    27? 

President  Callahan:  May  I  ask  the  secretary, 
are   those    resolutions    ready   this    morning? 

Delegate  Carroll:  We  will  make  an  additional 
report  on  the  three  constitutional  resolutions 
submitted,  but  I  am  moving  now  for  adoption 
of  what  has  just  been  read.  .  .  . 

Delegate  Lally:  The  reason  I  ask  this  re- 
port be  laid  on  the  table  until  after  the  supple- 
mental report  from  the  Constitution  Committee, 
is  the  fact  that  after  the  Constitution  is  adopted 
we  are  not  going  to  have  very  much  to  say 
about  it.  I  would  like  to  have  the  supplemental 
report  made  before  we  take  any  action. 

Delegate  Carroll:  I  wish  to  state  again  that 
the  Constitutional  Committee  will  stand  cor- 
rected with  respect  to  the  three  resolutions. 
The  three  resolutions  become  part  of  the  pack- 
age report  as  being  made  by  the  Constitution 
Committee  and  I  am  going  to  ask  the  secreary 
of  the  Constitution  Committee  to  read  the 
report  with  respect  to  the  resolutions  and  then 
it  is  up  to  the  body  to  make  their  own  decision. 

Delegate  Kelly:  The  resolutions  involved 
here  are  Resolutions  Nos.  16,  18  and  27.  I  will 
read  the   resolutions. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  16 
Protecting  Craft  Unions  in  Mass  Merger 

Whereas:  We  the  delegates  to  this  conven- 
tion representing  1100  members  of  the  four 
affiliated  locals  of  the  Springfield  District  Coun- 
cil of  the  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America, 
were  informed  that  this  convention  would  act 
on  a  resolution  presented  at  the  76th  convention 
in  regards  to  protecting  jurisdiction  of  the 
Building  Trades  Unions  within  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,   and 

Whereas:  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  all 
the    affiliated    unions    of    this    convention    should 


take  a  firm  stand  on  this  issue  before  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor  convenes  Decem- 
ber 3d,    1958,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  78th  convention  here 
assembled  reaffirm  the  position  taken  at  the  76th 
convention  in  regards  to  Resolution  No.  1  as 
submitted  to  special  convention  of  Mass.  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  November  23,  1957  as  follows: 

"Whereas:  This  Special  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  being 
held  November  23rd,  1957  at  the  Hotel  Somer- 
set, Boston,  Massachusetts  has  been  called  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  all  of  the  ramifica- 
tions relative  to  a  merger  with  the  C.I.O.  on  a 
state    level,    and 

Whereas:  The  growing  tendency  on  the  part 
of  C.I.O.  unions  in  this  and  other  states  is  to 
demand  and  in  a  good  many  instances  obtain 
from  their  employers,  agreements,  whereby  the 
construction  of  new  buildings  and  the  repair  and 
alteration  of  old  buildings  within  plant  areas 
shall  be  performed  by  members  of  said  C.I.O. 
unions,    and 

Whereas:  This  trend  has  meant  the  loss  of 
millions  of  dollars  in  wages  to  the  members  of 
the  building  trades  unions,  with  all  indications 
pointing  to  an  even  greater  loss  in  the  future, 
and 

Whereas:  The  rightful  jurisdiction  on  the 
construction  of  new  buildings  and  the  repair 
and  alteration  of  old  buildings  is  now  and  has 
been  for  the  past  seventy-five  years  at  least, 
that  of  the  building  trades  unions  as  spelled  out 
in   their   Constitutions   and    By-Laws,   and 

Whereas:  If  this  confliction  of  interests  is 
not  cleared  up  before  the  merger  it  will  cause 
untold  hardships  on  the  members  of  the  building 
trades  unions,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  no  merger  of  the  A.F.L. 
and  the  C.I.O.  on  a  state  level  can  be  approved 
by  this  body  until  said  matter  of  trade  autonomy 
and  craft  jurisdiction  of  the  building  trades 
unions  is  recognized  and  acknowledged  by  the 
C.I.O.  and  is  written  into  the  Constitution  and 
By-Laws  of  the  proposed  merged  organization, 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  the  jurisdiction  and  autonomy 
of  all  the  unions  affiliated  with  the  Massachu- 
setts Federation  of  Labor  as  spelled  out  in  their 
various  Constitutions  and  By-Laws  be  protected 
in   the   same   manner." 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Michael  J.  Lally, 
Bricklayers    at    Large.) 

RESOLUTION   NO.    18 

Protection  of  Craft  Unions  in 

State  Merger 

Whereas:  The  American  Federation  of  Labor 
and  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations 
are  contemplating  a  merger  of  membership  and 
policies  on  the  state  and  national  levels,  where 
determinations  of  the  merger  regulation  are  to 
be   made,    and 

Whereas:  The  A.F.L.  was  established  on  the 
basis  of  craft  selection  and  trade  skills,  with 
the  common  objective  of  protecting  and  advanc- 
ing such  skills  through  journeymanship  and 
apprenticeship  in  the  respective  trade  group  by 
practice  and  training,  and 

Whereas:  The  C.I.O.  was  established  through 
consolidating  all  workers  into  an  industrial  or- 
ganization of  the  skilled  and  unskilled  who  work 
in  a  vertical  range  of  their  employment  and 
use  of  multiple  abilities,  in  contradistinction 
from  the  A.F.L.  organization  whose  membership 
maintains  a  craft  distinction  within  the  hori- 
zontal channels  of  their  respective  trades'  identi- 
fication  and   work  jurisdiction,   and 

Whereas:  These  basic  differences  seem  to 
create  a  conflict  of  interests,  now  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor's  Executive 
Council    and    the    Convention's    Resolution    Com- 
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mittee  for  immediate  consideration  within  this 
session,  of  a  draft  of  specifications  governing 
the  proposed  merger  of  the  A.F.L.  and  the 
C.l.O.  with  a  clear  demarcation  of  craft  unions' 
jurisdiction  and  that  such  specifications  be  acted 
on  by  the  delegates  to  this  convention  now  in 
session. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Edward  J.  Gallagher 
and  Albert  P.  Marchioni,  Carpenter's  Local 
275,    Newton.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  27 

Whereas :  The  trade  autonomy  of  the  Building 
and  Construction  industry,  is  peculiar  to  the 
affiliated  members  of  the  respective  trades,  and 
Whereas:  It  is  a  matter  of  grave  concern  to 
each  tradesman  to  have  their  work  autonomy 
properly  protected  thru  the  media  of  their  parent 
organizations,  with  their  traditional  understand- 
ing of  practice  and  procedure  within  the  ranks 
of   the   building   trades   groups,    and 

Whereas:  The  fact  of  merger  with  the  CIO 
indicate  a  lack  of  this  mutual  understanding  of 
long  existing  techniques  of  craft  work,  be  it 
therefore 

Resolved:  That  a  condition  of  merger  by  the 
AFL  and  the  CIO  shall  be  a  guarantee,  thru  a 
signed  agreement,  that  the  work  autonomy  of 
all  AFL  construction  crafts  be  honored  within 
the  provisions  of  any  merger  contract  in  Massa- 
chusetts by  being  in  strict  conformity  with 
current  regulations  within  the  Building  and 
Construction  Trades  Department,  and  as  cur- 
rently specified  in  the  "Green  Book"  for  the 
adjustment   of   jurisdictional   disputes. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Peter  A.  Reilly,  Car- 
penters Local  No.   40,  Boston.) 

The  Chairman  of  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee has  a  statement  to  make  in  respect  to 
Resolutions    Nos.    16,    18    and    27. 

Delegate  Carroll:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to 
read  the  disposition  of  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee with  respect  to  the  three  resolutions  here. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that 
Resolutions  Nos.  16,  18,  and  27  which  deal  with 
a  matter  of  jurisdiction  have  no  place  before 
this  convention  as  this  body  has  no  authority 
to  act  on  this  question.  It  is  not  formed  for 
that  purpose.  The  parent  body  has  been  con- 
sidering this  matter  of  jurisdiction  in  the  Build- 
ing Trades  and  other  crafts.  Also  the  policy 
of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  over 
the  past  72  years  has  been  that  it  could  not  at- 
tempt as  a  part  of  its  function  to  adjudicate 
jurisdictional  disputes  between  its  local  union 
affiliates.  This  question  is  one  solely  for  disposi- 
tion of  the  international  unions  involved  and  our 
parent   body. 

I  move  you  that  the  action  of  the  Constitution 
Committee  on  Resolutions  Nos.  16,  18  and  27 
be  incorporated  in  the  report  of  the  Committee. 
From  the  Floor:  Seconded. 
President  Callahan:  The  Chairman  of  the 
Constitution  Committee  has  requested  that  their 
action  of  non-concurrence  on  the  three  resolu- 
tions be  made  part  of  the  report  and  be  accepted 
by  the  delegates.  Is  there  anything  to  be  said 
on    the    question? 

You  have  the  original  motion  before  you 
accepting  the  Constitution  as  read  and  supple- 
mented by  the  disposition  of  the  resolutions 
just   cited. 

Delegate  Lally  (Bricklayers  Local  IS)  :  There 
certainly  is  a  time  during  this  convention  that 
representatives  of  the  Building  Trades  organiza- 
tion within  the  State  of  Massachusetts — and 
there  are  some  285  organizations  in  existence — 
in  most  cases  their  charters  have  been  in  the 
halls  since  the  1870's.  Whether  it  be  now  or 
whether  it  be  under  the  report  of  the  Merger 
Committee,  we  wish  to  voice  our  protest. 
No.  2  was  adopted  and  I  see  no  action  taken 
in  the  constitution  to  give  us  our  protection. 
We  feel  as  though  we  are  not  being  thoroughly 


protected  in  this  matter.  Our  background  and 
history  goes  back  many  years.  Most  of  the 
organizations    are    represented    here    today. 

President  Callahan:  Yesterday  afternoon  I 
telephoned  Washington  and  asked  President 
Meany  to  send  in  one  of  his  representatives  to 
our  convention  who  will  have  the  information 
pertaining  to  the  subject  matter  we  are  discuss- 
ing. 

Delegate  Donahue:  At  a  special  convention 
last  year,  Resolution  No.  2  was  adopted  by 
the  State  AFL.  As  far  as  I  know  Resolution 
was  adopted  and  I  see  no  action  taken  in  the 
constitution   to   give   us  our  protection. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  2 

Observance  of  Sundays 

and  Holidays 

Whereas:  The  alarming  trend  of  "business 
as  usual"  as  it  is  being  practiced  by  many 
business  houses  all  over  the  state  on  many  of 
our  traditional  holidays,  is  a  practice  which 
should  be  curbed  by  strong  opposition  by  as 
much  of  the  public  as  can  be  aroused  to  the 
danger. 

Whereas:  The  practice  of  opening  for  busi- 
ness began  with  the  lesser  holidays  and  has 
widened  to  include  some  of  the  important  tradi- 
tional  holidays,   and 

Whereas:  The  number  and  types  of  business 
establishments  now  opening  for  business  on  the 
holidays    is    constantly    increasing,    and 

Whereas:  The  trend,  if  unchecked,  will  soon 
include  Sundays,  Memorial  Day,  Thanksgiving 
Day,  New  Year's  Day  and  ultimately,  Christmas 
Day,   and 

Whereas:  Many  of  the  important  gains  which 
organized  labor  fought  for  and  sacrificed  for 
will  be  irretrievably  lost,  and 

Whereas:  This  resolution  is  not  directed  to- 
ward drug  stores,  theatres,  ball  parks  and  other 
businesses  which,  through  long  established  cus- 
tom, have  been  permitted  to  operate  on  holidays, 
therefore  Be  it  Resolved  that  the  Convention  of 
the  AFL-CIO  make  strong  representation  to  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  to  ban  busi- 
nesses operating  at  any  time  on  Sundays  and 
holidays  by  imposing  penalties  so  severe  for 
violations  that  it  will  be  economically  unsound 
for  these  businesses  to  operate  on  those  days, 
Be  it  Further  Resolved  that  _  the  AFL-CIO  in- 
form all  its  members  of  this  action  and  ask 
their  support  by  non-patronage  of  all  businesses 
that  defy  the  law  and  remain  open  on  Sundays 
and   holidays. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Harold  A.  Phelps, 
Boston  Typographical  Union,  Local  #13,  Bos- 
ton.) 

Delegate  Hogan  (Carpenters,  Local  177, 
Springfield)  :  I'd  like  a  point  of  informa- 
tion. If  the  report  of  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee and  the  Recommendations  on  the  three 
resolutions  are  accepted  by  this  convention  at 
this  time,  will  that  have  any  effect  on  actions 
that  could  be  taken  by  this  convention  after 
hearing  Brother  McGavin  from  Washington? 
Does  that  shackle  the   Building   Trades? 

President  Callahan:  As  a  member  of  the 
Building  Trades  I  would  say  no;  some  might 
disagree  with  me.  In  my  opinion  the  door  will 
always  be  open. 

Delegate  Harrington  (Carpenters  Local  56, 
Boston)  :  All  we  want,  as  one  of  the  sponsors 
of  that  Resolution  No.  27,  is  a  guarantee  that 
the  Building  Trades  are  going  to  be  protected 
in  this  merger.  That  is  what  we  are  worrying 
about.  Regardless  of  what  the  national  officers 
have  told  us  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  merger,  we  have  already  got  the  CIO  who 
have  moved  in  on  the  Building  Trades  and  we 
have  got  to  get  them  off  the  job  and  have  a 
guarantee    they    are    not    going    to    get    into    our 
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jurisdiction.  Our  men  get  $3.50  an  hour  and  the 
CIO  men  work,  do  our  work,  for  the  sum  of 
$1.90  an  hour.  We  want  a  guarantee  that  we 
are   going  to   be   protected. 

President  Callahan:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Brother  McGavin,  Assistant  to  President  Meany. 

PETER  McGAVIN 
Assistant  to  President  Meany 

Mr.  Chairman,  officers,  delegates  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor.  Many  of  you 
here  assembled  have  been  in  the  trade  union 
movement  perhaps  longer  than  I  have.  My 
time  only  dates  back  to  1934.  I  listened  in- 
tently to  the  remarks  of  some  of  the  delegates 
and  I  agree  with  them  that  not  only  their 
organizations  must  be  protected  but  every 
affiliate  of  the  organization  and  the  members 
must  be  protected,  and  their  wishes  and  their 
jobs    protected  to   the   best   of   our   ability. 

I  want  to  go  back  a  little  bit  to  1935  which 
brings  us  up  to  the  present  date.  In  1935  there 
was  a  split  in  the  trade  union  movement  here 
in  America.  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  all  the 
ramifications  which  caused  that  split,  nor  do 
I  want  to  start  any  controversy  which  started 
the  split  in  1935;  but  I  am  confident  that  every 
AFL  convention  up  to  the  convention  of  1955 
there  were  resolutions  submitted  and  adopted 
and  passed  unanimously  by  the  delegates  repre- 
senting every  organization  within  the  AFL, 
crying  out  and  asking  again  for  unity  in  the 
trade   union   movement   in   America. 

The  record  of  every  AFL  convention  will 
show  you  that  resolutions  were  passed  and 
adopted  to  create  organic  unity  in  the  trade 
union    movement. 

When  you  mention  the  word  "union,"  you 
mean  unity.  From  the  early  days,  the  days  of 
President  Gompers,  the  history  of  the  trade 
union  movement  will  tell  you  where  great  hard- 
ships were  placed  upon  the  delegates  in  trying 
to  travel  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  They  made  those  sacrifices  to  meet  in 
different  cities  representing  different  organiza- 
tions, knowing  the  full  meaning  and  the  full 
responsibility  and  the  full  benefit  from  the 
word  "unity";  knowing  full  well  that  they 
could  not  stand  independent  of  one  another  but 
must  act  concurrently  with  one  another  in  order 
to  get  better  gains  that  they  needed  for  the 
membership. 

In  1955  the  two  organizations  merged  and 
passed  unanimously  the  Constitution  govern- 
ing now  the  AFL-CIO,  bringing  about  the 
wishes  of  the  AFL  Convention  prior  to  that 
time. 

I  read  with  interest  just  a  week  ago  about 
a  New  York  reporter  reviewing  three  years  of 
the  merger  and  all  they  said  was  that  the  three 
years  was  trouble.  I  will  grant  you  that  there 
has  been  trouble  or  problems  that  we  have  to 
face  within  our  merged  organization,  but  I  will 
also  submit  to  you,  when  was  the  trade  union 
movement  even  before  the  merger — and  speak- 
ing solely  of  the  AFL — when  was  the  AFL  prior 
to  1955  without  problems  and  without  a  struggle? 

Many  of  you  remember  the  company  thugs 
who  tried  to  prevent  us  from  organizing.  Many 
of  you  can  remember  the  yellow  dog  contracts, 
and  those  enemies  that  we  still  have  with  us 
trying  to  defeat  the  principle  of  the  trade 
union  movement.  We  are  going  to  continue 
to  have  troubles  as  long  as  we  are  a  free 
voluntary  movement  of  wage  earners  in  this 
country.  We  are  never  going  to  be  without 
our  enemies.  How  can  we  sit  back  and  say 
we  have  completed  a  good  job  and  done  a  good 
job  when  one  out  of  every  seven  families  makes 
less  than  $2,000  a  year?  Each  and  every  one 
of  those  workers  is  a  threat  to  our  very  existence 
and  our  very  right  to  call  ourselves  a  trade 
union.     How    can    we    sit    back    and    rest    upon 


our  laurels  when  for  the  past  seven  or  eight 
years  on  the  legislative  front  we  consider  a 
great  victory  when  we  just  hold  our  own;  let 
alone  pass  legislation  beneficial  to  the  member- 
ship   we    represent? 

No,  my  friends,  we  have  got  problems.  We 
have  got  troubles.  We  are  going  to  continue 
to  have  them;  but  the  only  way  to  solve  those 
problems  within  the  house  of  labor  is  together, 
jointly. 

I  attended  a  conference  yesterday  on  the 
Fair  Labor  Standards  Act.  I  was  very  much 
concerned  about  the  minimum  wage  and  how 
many  people  it  covers — about  25  million  out 
of  our  workers.  So  you  can  know  that  the 
of  the  work  force  is  working  for  less  than  a 
dollar  an  hour.  That  doesn't  effect  the  primary 
group  of  organized  workers.  We  know  that 
under  collective  bargaining"  contracts  we  make 
more  than  that.  As  long  as  there  are  workers 
who  are  working  for  the  minimum  or  less  than 
the  minimum,  we  have  that  problem  to  face 
collectively  because  again  they  are  a  threat 
to  our  existence. 

Now,  this  Constitution  that  was  presented 
to  you  today  is  by  no  means  a  perfect  docu- 
ment. We  do  not  hold  that  it  is  a  perfect 
document,  because  we  as  imperfect  people  can- 
not write  a  perfect  document  for  you  to  accept. 
We  do  say  within  the  frame  work  of  that 
Constitution  it  is  an  honorable  document  where 
we  can  join  forces  in  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts to  gain  better  conditions,  better  legislation 
and  the  better  things  of  life  that  we  want  for 
our  membership.  The  basic  philosophy  of  the 
trade  union  movement  is  to  gain  for  our  mem- 
bers the  better  things  in  life,  a  higher  standard 
of  living,  better  working  conditions  and  better 
living  conditions.  We  can  much  better  ac- 
complish these  jointly  working  together  than 
we  can   divided  and  pulling  apart. 

I  read  with  interest  the  resolution  that  is  in 
controversy  on  the  floor.  Now,  I  want  to  make 
this  thing  very,  very  clear  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned.  I  am  a  guest,  and  will  not  partici- 
pate in  the  debate  on  the  floor.  It  is  not  my 
right  and  it  is  not  my  duty,  and  it  is  wrong. 
But  I  read  the  resolution  and  it  spells  out 
the    jurisdiction    of    each    of   the   organizations. 

My  friends,  the  Building  Trades  Depart- 
ment themselves  has  been  unable  to  do  that 
with  their  own  affiliates.  I  am  confident,  and  I 
speak  with  a  little  bit  of  authority  or  a  little 
bit  of  experience,  on  this  controversy  between 
industrial  unions  and  the  Building  Trades.  I 
am  a  member  of  the  second  step  with  a  three- 
man  committee  composed  of  the  President  of 
the  Building  Trades  Department,  the  Director 
of  the  IUD  Department,  and  one  representing 
the  AFL-CIO.  I  represent  the  AFL-CIO  in 
the  President's  office  on  the  second  step. 

I  won't  mislead  you  in  any  way.  I  am  going 
to  tell  you  frankly  and  straight  from  the 
shoulder  that  we  have  had  trying  problems.  We 
have  had  problems  that  many  nights  we  almost 
gave  up  in  despair,  but  we  have  continued  to 
meet  and  continued  to  try  to  work  out  a  solu- 
tion to  these  problems  between  the  Building 
Trades  and  the  industrial  unions.  I  can  say 
that  we  have  been  making  progress — ever  _  so 
slow  as  it  may  be — but  we  have  been  making 
progress  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  depart- 
ments. I  will  be  the  first  to  admit  to  you  and 
submit  to  you  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  great 
Building  Trades  unions  of  this  country  who 
for  years  and  years  were  the  backbone  of  the 
trade  union  movement  and  still  are  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  there  would  have  been  no  trade 
union  movement  in  America  such  as  we  know 
now.  Many  years  ago  when  the  going  was 
rough,  when  it  was  very  hard  to  organize  the 
workers,  when  our  legislative  departments  and 
our  departments  of  organization  needed  the 
help   and   needed  the   moral  leadership   to   guide 
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us  forward,  it  was  the  Building  Trades  Unions 
that  carried    forward   with   us. 

We  are  here  today  submitting  to  you  a  Con- 
stitution to  merge  two  organizations  in  one 
state.  Within  the  next  three  or  four  days,  I 
will  be  here.  I  will  be  in  New  York,  and  I  will 
be  in  California — three  states  that  will  bring 
us  up  almost  to  the  end  of  the  line  so  far  as 
the   state  mergers  are  concerned. 

We  must  go  into  this  merger  with  an  open 
mind,  willing  to  share  one  another's  burdens, 
willing  to  share  one  another's  responsibilities 
and  willing  to  help  one  another  in  time  of  need. 
There  are  a  lot  of  you  out  there  who  can 
remember  as  I  do  today,  when  in  the  old  days 
when  we  used  to  see  a  picket  line  in  front 
of  a  restaurant  or  in  front  of  some  shop  or 
some  store,  we  would  go  up  to  the  pickets  and 
say,  "Let  us  help  you  carry  your  banner;  rest 
your  feet;  let  us  help  you.  We  don't  belong 
to  your  organization  but  we  are  a  part  of  the 
trade  union  movement."  Our  shoulders  are 
a  little  rusty  in  helping  those  who  belong  with 
us.  With  unity  we  can  carry  forward  to  a 
better  and  happier  day.  We  can  if  we  set  our 
minds  to  it — carry  forward  to  the  responsibility 
that  we  owe  to  our  members,  the  membership 
who  sends  us  here  to  these  conventions.  Then 
we  can  cry,  then  we  can  extend  our  hands  to 
all,  to  the  farmer,  the  small  businessman,  and 
have  them  join  with  us. 

Just  recently,  Colorado,  California,  Ohio, 
Kansas,  Idaho  and  Washington  had  the  Right 
to  Work  question  on  the  ballot.  Each  and 
every  one  of  you  would  be  proud  of  the  way 
the  trade  union  movement,  regardless  of  label, 
stood  up  and  worked  to  defeat  those  laws.  You 
would  be  proud  to  know  that  they  worked  in- 
cessantly, and  it  was  only  through  the  efforts 
of  the  trade  union  movement  that  we  were 
successful  in  defeating  them  in  five  out  of  six 
states.  Separately  I  don't  think  they  could  have 
done  it,  going  different  ways,  but  unified  they 
completed  the  job  and  did  it  well. 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  for  me  to  be  with 
you  and  to  be  with  any  convention  through 
the  states.  I  want  to  say  to  you  forget  those 
who  want  to  create  the  certain  problems  that 
we  will  never  be  able  to  overcome.  We  have 
always  had  them,  and  we  have  had  very  serious 
problems  and  we  have  to  overcome  them  and 
grow  stronger.  Thank  you  for  letting  me  be 
your    guest    here   today. 

President  Callahan:  Thank  you,  Brother 
McGavin.  We  thank  you  most  sincerely  for 
coming  here  to  join  with  us  in  the  deliberations 
of    our    meeting. 

Delegate  Deady  (Electrical,  Local  103,  Bos- 
ton) :  I  would  like  to  speak,  not  only  as  a  dele- 
gate from  103  but  as  the  principal  officer  of 
the  Boston  Building  and  Construction  Trades 
Council.  Unity  we  are  looking  for;  it's  the  price 
we  are  concerned  with.  If  it  means  the  erasure 
of  our  plans  for  progress  for  our  Building 
Trades  unions,  we  want  no  part  of  it.  We 
have  been  recognized  nationally  and  locally  for 
the  contribution  we  have  made  to  the  labor 
movement.  Nobody  denies  that  the  Building 
Tradesman  is  a  good  union  man  and  not  selfish. 
He  has  concerned  himself  with  the  welfare  of 
the  other  trade  unionists  with  whom  he  has 
been    proud   to   affiliate. 

We  have  heard  not  a  little  double  talk  from 
the  moment  the  idea  of  merger  was  put  forth. 
The  picture  instead  of  clarifying  itself  over 
the  last  three  years  seems  to  be  getting  more 
muddy.  This  is  of  course  what  compels  us 
to  stand  on  this  floor  at  this  time  and  without 
taking  an  ambiguous  position,  seek  recognition 
in  accord  with  action  taken  by  this  body  at  a 
prior  convention.  The  score  sheet  as  far  as 
Boston  is  concerned  does  not  reveal  that  we 
have  outright  CIO  objection  or  opposition  al- 
together. We  have  had  the  experience  where 
one    union    has    consistently    sought    to    exclude 


our  contractors  from  the  premises  covered  by 
their  agreements.  We  have  had  full  coopera- 
tion from  the  CIO  local  that  has  the  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  Mystic  Iron  Works.  We  have  had 
something  extraordinary  in  the  way  of  coopera- 
tion directly  affecting  the  electrical  worker 
from  that  CIO  group  resident  in  Cambridge 
having  jurisdiction  over  the  Electronics  Cor- 
poration of  America.  We  have  had  trouble  going 
out  of  our  district  to  support  our  trades  work- 
ing   in    the    Quincy    area. 

Here  we  have  a  plant,  supposedly  private- 
owned,  40  per  cent  of  the  area  is  owned  by 
the  United  States  Government,  55  per  cent  of 
the  heavy  equipment  is  owned  by  the  United 
States  Government.  The  ships  that  are  built 
do  not  carry  the  prevailing  rates  although  the 
skills  of  the  mechanics  involved  are  those  of 
the  craftsman  long  associated  with  the  Build- 
ing Trades.  This  comes  about  because  of  the 
fact  that  during  the  war  a  lawyer  in  the 
employ  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  sent  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  Labor  stating  an  opinion,  mind 
you — an  opinion — that  this  work  was  not  con- 
struction work  and  therefore  should  not  carry 
the    prevailing    rate. 

Now,  after  the  war  we  found  out  that  a 
good  strong  organization  had  moved  in.  The 
men  down  there  are  wonderful.  The  reception 
I  got  was  cordial,  polite  and  decent  in  all 
respects.  They  have  140-man  Executive  Board 
which  allowed  me  to  come  in  and  address  them 
when  I  was  seeking  the  prevailing  rates;  and 
it  became  necessary  to  resort  to  the  procedures 
under  the  national  merged  Constitution.  What 
was  the  result?  We  immediately  became  aware 
that  procedures  were  not  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  national  level — rather,  repudiation,  be- 
cause instead  of  the  two-man  team  moving  out 
of  President  Meany's  office  which  had  been 
agreed  to  at  the  merger,  we  were  met  by  a 
gentleman  named  Taylor,  an  iron  worker  from 
the  Pittsburgh  area.  He  was  a  wonderful 
representative  of  that  organization,  keen,  fair 
and  determined.  This  man  and  I  met  with 
local  5.  We  were  met  courteously  and  we  ar- 
rived at  an  understanding  that  the  electrical 
work  would  be  done  union  in  its  entirety,  no 
more  installation  of  empty  pipe  by  our  people 
to   make  things  easy  for  the  yard  mechanics. 

As  a  result  of  this  understanding  which  was 
brought  out,  the  one-man  jurisdictional  repre- 
sentative of  the  national  merged  unions  was 
able  to  report  back  to  President  Meany  that 
an  understanding  had  been  reached.  Today, 
supposedly,  all  contract  work  is  complete  con- 
tract  work. 

Our  friend  who  spoke  before  me  and  before 
Brother  McGavin,  probably  has  information 
that  I  do  not  now  possess — possibly  things  are 
going  on  in  the  yard  that  we  have  no  knowledge 
of. 

Now,  here  is  a  concrete  example  of  the  basis 
for  the  Building  Trades  apprehension  as  we 
go  into  the  merger.  I  think  everybody  in  this 
hall  will  agree  that  if  a  man  is  concerned  with 
getting  into  a  fight,  it  is  his  privilege.  You 
don't  have  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of  getting 
into  conflict  with  those  around  you.  Where  is 
this  unity  that  has  been  advertised  from  the 
top  level?  This  is  a  reversal.  It  is  a  true 
reversal  of  what  is  recognized  all  through  this 
nation  of  ours  as  the  democratic  processes 
where  all  power  is  conceived  to  rest  with  the 
people.  The  people  have  not  been  consulted. 
They  are  being  told  what  to  do;  and  right  at 
this  minute  our  apprehension  is  heightened  by 
the  fact  that  since  August  in  the  Pocono's  in 
Pennsylvania  the  Building  Trades  has  been 
on   the  defensive. 

An  additional  meeting  has  since  been  held 
at  which  no  decision  was  arrived  at.  There 
may  be  a  decision  arrived  at  in  a  meeting  next 
month  from  the  Executive  Council  of  the  merged 
group. 
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If  we  are  going  to  concern  ourselves  with 
the  adoption  of  a  Constitution,  it  should  be 
only  on  the  basis  that  the  good  relations,  that 
the  friendly  relations,  that  the  outright  concern 
we  have  with  each  other  developed  through 
the  long  history  of  this  organization,  should 
warrant  the  inclusion  of  the  jurisdictional 
guarantee  approved  by  this  convention's  own 
action  at  its  last  assembly.  The  rights  and  the 
reasonableness  of  our  request  is  absolutely 
warranted. 

We  are  not  opposed  to  the  CIO  nor  to  merg- 
ing with  them.  We  are  opposed  to  repudia- 
tion; and  if  this  repudiation  is  the  hallmark 
of  the  new  organization,  let  me  say  bluntly 
on  behalf  of  the  Building  Trades  in  Boston — 
and  I  am  sure  I  have  the  support  of  the 
Building  Trades  throughout  the  state — we  want 
no  part  of  it. 

President  Callahan:  The  Chair  recognizes 
the   delegate  at   mike   2. 

Delegate  Hogan  (Carpenters  Local  177,  Spring- 
field) :  I  am  not  going  to  impose  myself  on  this 
convention  any  longer  than  is  necessary,  but  I 
am  somewhat  upset,  as  I  have  been  a  delegate 
to  these  conventions  for  thirty  years.  Over 
the  many  years  what  I  have  learned  has  come 
from  the  training  I  had.  When  I  see  some- 
thing that  I  know  is  being  rigged,  something 
that  is  being  forced  down  the  throats  of  the 
members  that  I  represent,  then  I  honestly  can- 
not stand  here  and  say  that  I  am  for  it.  This 
is  no  reflection  on  the  committee  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor  who  worked  on 
this  merger  for  two  years.  This  is  no  reflection 
on  the  representative  from  Washington,  Mr. 
McGavin,  who  just  spoke,  but  I  want  to  say 
to  the  men  and  women  on  this  convention  floor, 
there  is  an  abortion  being  performed  on  the 
trade  labor  movement  by  selfish  people.  It 
does  not  involve  only  the  Building  Trades 
union,  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates,  it  involves 
the  craft  unions. 

On  November  6  at  the  Executive  Board 
meeting  in  Washington  it  involved  the  railroad 
unions,  the  metal  trades  unions  as  well  as  the 
Building  Trades;  and  had  we  come  to  this 
point  that  we  are  going  to  sacrifice  our  God- 
given  rights  for  a  few  individuals  that  will 
wreck  this  labor  movement  because  of  selfish- 
ness, I  just  can't  see  it.  Sure,  we  have  been 
told  that  either  we  accept  this  Constitution  or 
it  will  be  rammed  down  our  throat  in  February 
and  they  will  make  us  accept  it.  Then  if  that 
is  the  case,  then  I  do  not  want  to  take  what 
they  want  to  give.  I  want  to  take  and  I  want 
something  that  is  going  to  protect  not  my 
organization  but  every  single  union  regardless 
of  CIO-AFL.  I  think  the  greatest  disservice 
that  has  ever  been  done  to  the  both  organiza- 
tions is  the  actions  in  the  last  three  years. 

I  only  plead  to  the  delegates  present  to  give 
deep  and  serious  consideration  to  the  conditions 
being  forced  upon  you  and  not  by  your  accept- 
ance. 

President  Callahan:  The  Chair  recognizes 
the   delegate   at   mike   1. 

Delegate  Ryan  (Engineers  Local  4,  Boston)  : 
I  won't  take  up  too  much  of  your  time  at  this 
convention.  I  do  want  to  state  in  a  unequivocal 
manner  that  as  far  as  my  union  is  concerned, 
we  are  definitely  opposed  to  any  shotgun  wed- 
ding between  the  CIO  and  the  AFL  because 
we  are  not  getting  any  guarantee  of  protection. 
Until  such  time  as  we  do,  we  are  going  to  be 
violently  opposed  to  it.  Furthermore,  I  am  go- 
ing to  say  that  if  the  repudiation  that  has  been 
going^  on  doesn't  cease  and  soon,  then  the 
Building  Trades  Department  is  going  to  go  in- 
dependent and  thank  God  when  that  day  comes. 
I  think  we  will  be  a  lot  better  off. 

President  Callahan:  The  Chair  recognizes 
the  delegate  at  the  mike. 

Delegate  Shustar  (Carpenters,  Worcester) : 
T    don't    want    to    bother    you    too    long.     You 


wouldn't  understand  the  problems  that  we  have 
in  the  Worcester  area,  especially  when  you 
are  not  in  any  of  these  industrial  plants  where 
the  CIO  has  been  working.  We  in  the  Wor- 
cester area  have  a  problem  that  we  try  to 
discuss  with  the  CIO.  We  were  told  that  under 
no  circumstances  would  they  discuss  any 
jurisdiction  or  any  other  form  of  work  that  is 
to    be    done    in    their   own    particular    plants. 

We  in  the  Building  Trades  organization  a 
short  time  ago  removed  from  our  Constitu- 
tions and  contracts  what  we  would  charge  for 
a  job.  The  CIO  in  the  Worcester  area  have  in 
their  contracts  a  provision  that  wherever  the 
building  tradesmen  work  at  any  time,  their 
own  maintenance  men  do  not  work.  It  is  this 
problem  that  is  restricting  us.  It  is  a  big 
problem.  We  asked  them  to  eliminate  those 
provisions  from  their  contracts  and  they  re- 
fused definitely  to  do  so.  So  as  a  final  gesture 
I  would  like  to  state  here  and  now,  that  the 
Worcester  Building  Trades  are  opposed  to  any 
merger  in  any  shape  or  form  unless  it  is  going 
to  remove  those  specific  clauses  from  their 
contract.  We  are  not  opposed  to  a  merger  as 
the  speaker  previously  said,  but  all  we  want  is 
a  fair  shake,  and  a  lot  of  you  probably  will 
agree  with  me,  America  was  built  on  free 
enterprise.  That  is  all  that  we  request — that 
we  have  a  fair  and  equal  opportunity  to  do 
work  within  those  plants  that  come  under  the 
Building  and  Construction  Trades  jurisdiction. 
Thank   you. 

President  Callahan:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Delegate    DeAndrade. 

Delegate  DeAndrade  (Printing  Pressmen, 
Local  3,  Boston)  :  I  rise  at  this  time,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  support  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee,  being  a  member  of  it.  I 
thoroughly  sympathize  with  the  Building  Trades 
in  respect  to  their  jurisdictional  problems.  I 
can  understand  their  feelings  one  hundred  per 
cent.  The  Building  Trades  are  not  alone  with 
respect  to  jurisdictional  problems.  I  believe 
that  there  are  many  organizations  sitting  in  this 
assembly  that  have  jurisdictional  problems  with 
some  unions  within  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor-C.I.O.  We  had  jurisdictional  disputes 
in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  prior  to 
merging    with    the    CIO. 

I  represent  a  local  of  the  Printing  Pressmen 
International  Union.  We  are  a  craft  union. 
We  have  jurisdictional  disputes  with  seven 
internationals  that  are  affiliated  with  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  and  CIO.  We  had  them 
with  the  CIO  organizations  prior  to  the  merger. 
We  have  them  now  with  the  merger,  namely, 
the  United  Paper  Workers.  We  have  had 
them  for  forty  years  with  the  Lithographers 
organization.  Now  the  Lithographers  have  left 
the  house  of  labor,  but  in  this  particular  body 
here  we  come  under  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  parent  body.  These  organizations  that 
are  chartered  by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  and  CIO  must  work  under  and  conform 
to    the    rules    and    regulations. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  with  respect  to  the 
jurisdictional  disputes — as  your  committee  re- 
ported that  the  particular  resolutions  are  not 
properly  before  this  body — this  body  cannot  do 
anything  about  jurisdictional  disputes.  The 
Building  Trades  spokesmen  say  they  are  afraid — 
they  are  fearful  of  what  is  going  to  happen. 
I  believe  that  when  the  merger  was  being 
talked  about  on  a  national  level,  there  was  the 
same  talks  and  the  same  jurisdictional  problems 
at  the  top  level,  and  our  superiors  were  in  on 
those  talks  and  had  these  same  jurisdictional 
disputes.  They  didn't  say  at  that  particular 
time — the  leaders  of  our  organization,  "We  are 
not  going  to  merge  until  you  settle  these  juris- 
dictional disputes."  I  think  they  felt,  and 
rightfully  so,  that  the  time  had  come  when 
the  working  people  in  this  country  and  labor 
merged,  unions  merged   for  their  best   interests. 


58 


Proceedings  of  the  72nd  Annual  Convention 


I  suppose  they  still  felt  that  they  did  not  want 
to  sacrifice  their  jurisdiction  and  they  wanted 
to  protect  them,  which  is  their  right.  They 
still  voted  to  merge,  if  you  please,  on  a  na- 
tional basis  and  since  that  merger,  as  all  of 
you  know— and  any  of  you  who  have  been  in 
attendance  since  the  merger  know — this  ques- 
tion is  being  discussed  and  will  continue  to  be 
discussed  the  same  as  all  jurisdictional  disputes 
have  been  discussed  over  the  years.  It  will  be 
very   slow;   there   is  no  question   about  it. 

There  are  people  in  this  room  who  have 
jurisdictional  disputes  but  why  inject  into  this 
body  a  matter  that  is  properly,  in  my  opinion, 
the  responsibility  of  the  international  officers  of 
our  respective  unions,  to  protect  our  jurisdiction 
at  the  national  level.  We  can't  protect  it  in  this 
body.  What  can  we  do  about  it  even  if  you  did 
adopt  this  particular  resolution?  Let's  face  facts. 
Let's  not  kid  ourselves.  We  are  going  to 
merge,  and  if  anybody  is  laboring  under  the 
delusion  that  you  are  not  going  to  merge — and 
they  are  allowing  us  to  do  it  voluntarily — you 
know  the  reasons  just  as  well  as  I  do.  There 
are  44  states,  as  I  understand  it,  that  have 
already  merged.  I  suppose  they  too  have  Build- 
ing Trades  representatives,  and  they  have  crafts 
representatives.  I  haven't  heard  in  any  other 
merged  Constitution  where  there  is  any  lan- 
guage of  this  type  with  respect  to  protecting 
the   jurisdiction    of   a    craft    union. 

I  will  just  say  this  to  you  that  our  interna- 
tional union  is  big  enough  and  will  be  that 
efficient  that  we  are  going  to  protect  our  juris- 
diction not  in  the  body  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Federation  of  Labor  because  we  couldn't 
get  anywhere,  but  at  the  top  level,  and  our 
officers  will  continue  to  do  what  they  have  in 
the  past,  and  that  is  the  responsibility  of  all 
the  other  international  officers  to  protect  the 
jurisdiction  as  they  are  now  doing  with  respect 
to  you.  Why  bring  it  onto  this  floor  here  and 
make  a  stand  on  the  basis  if  you  don't  give 
us  a  jurisdiction  language  we  are  not  going 
to  play? 

This  is  not  the  place  for  it,  if  you  please. 
This  is  not  the  place  and  I  think  the  Building 
Trades  understand  that.  They  are  big  enough 
to  protect  their  jurisdictions  and  they  will  pro- 
tect them.  I  sympathize  with  them,  on  the 
basis  of  their  contention  and  the  problems 
they  have  encountered.  We  all  have  the  prob- 
lems and  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  body  will 
not  allow  this  particular  matter  which  has  no 
place  _  before  this  convention,  to  defeat  the 
committees  report.  It  is  the  property  of  our 
international  unions  and  the  parent  body.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  delegates  will  vote  in 
support  of  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Lally  (Bricklayers  Local  IS):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  am  not  going  to  wait  for  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Committee;  this  is  the  time  to  lay 
all  our  cards  on  the  table.  Brother  DeAndrade 
has  stated  to  you  that  this  is  not  the  place  for 
the  jurisdictional  disputes.  We  in  the  Building 
Trades  are  fully  in  accord.  We  do  not  intend 
in  any  way  that  this  Federation  or  merged  Fed- 
eration become  the  place  of  the  solution  of  our 
jurisdictional  disputes.  We  earnestly  submit  to 
you  this:  We  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
cure,  any  one  simple  device  that  is  going  to 
solve  all  our  problems,  but  for  us  to  sit  back 
and  let  our  International  unions  and  our  In- 
ternational representatives  tell  us  what  we  are 
going  to  do,  we  don't  intend  to  accept  that. 

Those  people  are  there  to  administer  policies. 
We  at  the  lower  level  direct  their  thinking 
along  those  lines.  Once  the  policy  is  determined, 
they  administer  it.  Not  for  one  minute  are  we 
in  the  Building  Trades  unions  going  to  sit 
back  and  let  the  international  officers,  whether 
they  be  our  own  or  AFL-CIO,  tell  us  what  to 
do.  We  are  not  submitting  this  as  a  cure-all 
but  solely  for  the  one  purpose  of  being  assured 
that   after  this  merger   has   taken   place,   we   will 


have  the  right  to  continue  to  protect  our  juris- 
diction, whether  we  be  of  the  Building  Trades 
or    any    other    craft. 

I  submit  also  for  your  consideration  that 
I  know  we  have  able  members  of  the  Build- 
ing Trades  on  that  committee — Oscar  Pratt  and 
Jerry  Calnan,  two  very  able  Building  Trades- 
men and  good  unionists.  We  know  that  they 
have  faithfully  performed,  in  so  far  as  they 
are  able,  in  that  Merger  Committee  for  exactly 
what  we  are  fighting  for  here  today.  They  were 
not  able  to  accomplish  that.  Our  international 
unions    have    not    been    able    to    accomplish    it. 

Originally  they  had  appointed,  supposedly, 
three  two-man  teams  to  look  into  the  disputes 
of  the  construction  industry  and  the  industrial 
union  department.  Supposedly  they  had  reached 
an  agreement.  New  construction  and  alteration 
is  supposedly  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Building 
Trades  unions  and  maintenance  work  is  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  industrial  unions.  Then  they 
define  a  gray  area.  This  area  is  supposedly 
where  our  jurisdictional  disputes  are  going  to 
stem  from.  We  haven't  seen  any  of  these  two- 
man  teams  in  operation  here  in  Massachusetts. 
Brother  Deady  of  the  Boston  Building  Trades 
reported  they  had  one  representative.  True. 
What  is  happening  today  in  Massachusetts, 
in  direct  violation  of  the  so-called  agreement 
that  new  construction  shall  belong  to  the  Build- 
ing Trades?  Area  after  area,  Pittsfield,  Fra- 
mingham,  Quincy  have  instances,  of  work  pre- 
viously been  done  by  Building  Trades  unions 
at  the  prevailing  rates,  being  performed  by 
industrial  unions  in  those  plants  where  they 
had  contracts.  Those  contracts  read  that  they 
shall  do  all  construction  and  repair  of  those 
buildings.  As  a  result  of  that,  our  Building 
Tradesmen  have  been  knocked  out  of  the  plants. 
The  work  is  now  being  done  at  rates  from  55 
to  60  and  65  per  cent  of  the  prevailing  rate 
of  the  Building  Trades.  How  can  we  combat 
that?  We  have  not  only  ourselves  to  consider 
but  the  construction  industry  as  a  whole.  Con- 
tractors are  involved  in  this  how  can  they  com- 
pete with  those  people  who  are  receiving  65 
per    cent    of    our    wages? 

Let  me  remind  you — and  I  speak  to  the  fifty 
delegates  of  IBEW  1505,-1  ask  Andy  Mc- 
Glinchey,  when  they  first  started  organizing 
at  Raytheon  where  did  their  organizers  come 
from?  John  Murphy  a  member  of  my  own 
international  union  had  a  large  part  to  play 
in    the    organization    of    that    local. 

I  say  we  have  displayed  not  only  in  Waltham 
but  in  other  areas  the  unselfishness  of  good 
union  members  willing  to  offer  a  helping  hand 
to  every  one.  We  are  asking  for  a  little  con- 
sideration here. 

It's  true,  the  merger  has  been  completed  in 
43  or  44  states.  They  also  have  a  Right  to 
Work  Law  in  17  states.  Is  that  any  _  reason 
for  us  to  adopt  one  here?  I  don't  think  so, 
Mr.  Chairman.  We  here  in  Massachusetts  are 
supposedly  intelligent  people  competent  to  con- 
duct our  own  business.  Do  we  have  to  follow 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  country  if  we  don't 
believe    they    are    right? 

I  submit  to  you  at  this  time  that  a  merger 
under  these  conditions  is  not  a  merger;  it  is 
an  infiltration  by  the  industrial  unions.  I  sub- 
mit to  you  that  is  the  issue  at  stake  here  today. 
Power  is  absolute  corruption  and  we  here  in 
Massachusetts  shall  fight  it  as  long  as  we 
can    stand    on    our    own    two    feet. 

President  Callahan:  The  Chair  recognizes 
Brother   Carroll   of   the    Constitution   Committee. 

Delegate  Carroll:  Mr.  Chairman,  much  has 
been  said  about  the  attitude  of  the_  Building 
Trades,  and  being  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the 
oldest,  Building  Trades'  representative  at  this 
convention,  I  believe  it's  incumbent  upon  me  to 
make  some  remarks  about  the  propriety  of  the 
things  that  are  suggested  in  the  resolutions  re- 
ferred to. 
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I  wish  to  advise  the  delegates  to  this  con- 
vention that  a  delegation  of  the  Building  Trades 
including  the  gentleman  who  just  spoke,  a 
member  of  the  Trowel  Trades  and  so  am  I, 
waited  upon  me  and  my  associates  and  asked 
us  to  withhold  action  on  the  merger  constitu- 
tion until  such  time  as  they  had  presented  some 
resolutions.  We  waited  for  many  hours  and 
the  gentlemen  finally  arrived.  During  the  in- 
terim we  discussed  the  question  of  jurisdiction 
in  detail.  We  discussed  every  phase  of  it, 
and  a  great  number  of  that  committee  have  been 
in  labor  almost  as  long  as  I.  They  know  the 
history  and  the  pitfalls  and  downfalls  of  labor 
in    the    years    of    its    existence. 

We  came  to  a  tentative  agreement  and  when 
the  gentlemen  representing  the  Building  Trades 
arrived  at  our  meeting  we  told  them  that  there 
was  nothing  that  we  could  do  with  respect  to 
the  jurisdictional  questions.  They  recognized 
that.  This  is  a  complete  admission  on  their 
part  and  rightfully  so.  But  they  said,  "Will 
you  please  read  off  the  resolves  of  the  resolu- 
tions." Why,  we  have  to  read  off  the  resolves 
in   order   to    report   on   the    resolutions. 

When  I  got  home  last  night  and  picked  up 
the  Wall  Street  Journal — I  always  read  the 
paper  printed  by  the  enemy. — They  commented 
editorially  upon  the  success  of  the  Democratic 
Party  at  the  last  election.  They  went  on  to  say 
that  there  are  a  lot  of  people  who  have  theories 
as  to  what  happened.  Nobody  has  mentioned 
the  major  factor  that  was  responsible  for  the 
defeat  of  the  party  in  power.  It  was  the  merger 
of  the  AFL  and  CIO,  that  was  a  major  factor 
in    the    results    last    election    day. 

I  think  my  enemies  and  there  are  a  few — will 
agree  that  there  wasn't  anyone  more  in  favor 
of  jurisdictional  rights  in  the  labor  movement 
than  I  over  a  period  of  43  years.  I  might  say 
in  reiteration  of  what  the  gentleman  from 
Washington  (McGavin)  said — this  is  not  a 
perfect  document,  that  we  are  reporting  to  you, 
but  we  had  to  keep  one  eye  on  the  best  interests 
of  the  movement  as  a  whole.  It  constitutes  an 
ideal  vehicle  for  the  merger  of  two  organizations 
that  had   proven  their  worth   in  the   past. 

Of  course  we  have  troubles  and  will  continue 
to  have  troubles.  We  had  building  tradesmen  on 
our  committee.  There  were  no  dissenters  on 
those  resolutions  within  the  committee.  There 
was  at  least  two  that  I  know  of  on  the  AFL 
merger  committee.  I  personally  and  respect- 
fully ask  that  you  all  cooperate  with  us.  I 
will  not,  however,  subscribe  to  the  views  ex- 
pressed here  on  these  resolutions  and  I  am  quite 
sure  that  it  isn't  going  to  be  the  thinking  of 
you  intelligent  delegates  on  this  important 
matter. 

Delegate  Sullivan  (Meat  Cutters,  Natick)  : 
I  move  for  the  previous  question,  Mr.  Chairman. 

From    the    Floor:     Seconded. 

President  Callahan:  Motion  has  been  made 
and  duly  seconded,  that  the  previous  question 
now  be  put,  that  the  Merger  Constitution  as 
read  by  the  secretary  be  adopted  as  a  whole 
and  that  the  committee's  action  on  resolutions 
No.  16,  18,  and  27  be  concurred  in  by  the 
convention.     Are   you   ready   for  the  question? 

Delegate  Deedy  (Electrical,  103,  Boston)  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  this  proposed  Constitu- 
tion.    Am    I    to    be    given    that    opportunity? 

President   Callahan:     You  may  proceed. 

Delegate  Deedy:  I  move  that  the  Preamble 
to  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  inserting 
at  the  end  of  the  last  paragraph  which  reads, 
"Pursuant  to  the  National  AFL-CIO  Constitu- 
tion, this  merged  organization  shall  be  based 
upon  a  constitutional  recognition  that  both 
craft  and  industrial  unions  are  appropriate, 
equal  and  necessary  as  methods  of  trade  union 
organization,  and  we  recognize  the  rights  of  each 
respective  craft,  trade  and  industrial  union." 
The   following  new   sentence   .    .   .   "It  is   under- 


stood, and  as  a  condition  of  the  merger,  that 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Building  Trades  Unions 
will  be  fully  recognized  and  respected  by  the 
merged  organization  and  that  their  contract 
industry   will  not  be  assaulted   or  harassed." 

President  Callahan:  Do  I  hear  the  amendment 
seconded? 

From    the    Floor:      Seconded. 

President  Callahan:  On  the  question,  as 
many  as  are  in  favor,  signify  in  the  usual 
manner.  Those  opposed?  It  is  a  vote  and  so 
ordered. 

Delegate  Deedy:  May  I  have  a  clarification 
of  the  vote.  Did  you  accept  the  amendment 
and   is   it  a   part  of  the  committee's   report? 

President  Callahan:  I  accepted  your  amend- 
ment. 

The  motion  that  you  are  going  to  vote  on 
now  is  that  the  merger  Constitution  as  read 
by  the  secretary  be  adopted  as  a  whole  and 
the  report  on  Resolutions  No.  16,  18  and  27 
be  concurred  in  by  the  convention  plus  the 
amendment  just  offered  by  the  Delegate  Deady. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  As  many  as 
are  in  favor  signify  in  the  usual  manner.  Those 
opposed?     It    is    a    vote   and    so    ordered. 

Will  the  delegate  state  his  name  and  local 
number? 

Delegate  Lavigne  (Brockton  Central  Labor 
Union)  :  I  wish  to  speak  as  the  Executive 
Council  nominee  to  serve  as  the  Director  of 
Education  and  Research  of  the  merged  organiza- 
tion. I  sat  waiting  for  the  privilege  of  the 
microphone.  I  listened  to  the  debate  concern- 
ing the  problems  of  the  Building  Trades.  I 
felt  assured  that  I  would  be  recognized  and  I 
am  sorry  that  the  delegate  from  the  Meat 
Cutter's,  my  good  friend  Joe  Sullivan,  moved 
to  shut  off  the  debate.  It  leaves  me  now  _  in 
this  position:  I  cannot,  because  of  the  motion 
just  adopted  offer  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  debate  it.  But  I  want  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  the  delegates,  the  situation 
that  has  arisen  because  of  language  in  the 
merger  Constitution,  which  concerns  the  de- 
partments set  up  under  it  and  concerns  the 
Directors    of    those    departments. 

Language  in  the  Constitution,  delegates  to 
this  convention,  is  sometimes  tremendously 
important.  I  sat  through  a  number  of  merger 
committee  meetings,  not  as  an  official  member 
of  the  Merger  Committee  but  designated  to 
fill  in  for  absent  members,  and  I  participated 
in  the  discussions  of  the  merger  agreement. 
[  participated  as  well  in  those  discussions  con- 
cerning the  Constitution  and  its  making.  When 
it  came  to  the  manner  of  selecting  those  who 
had  served,  or  would  serve,  as  department 
heads,  the  original  proposition  was  that  the 
department  heads  would  be  appointed  annually 
by  the  Executive  Council.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
what  they  did  in  that  proposition  was  to  re- 
move from  the  convention  the  right  to  elect 
the  department  heads  and  placed  it  within  the 
property  of  the  Executive  Council.  I  challenged 
that  in  meetings  of  the  Merger  Committee.  I 
said  that  it  would  be  incumbent  upon  me  then 
to  come  to  the  floor  of  the  convention,  participate 
in  the  election  and  see  to  it  that  nineteen  vice 
presidents  favorable  to  me  would  be  elected  and 
then  I  would  be  subject  to  their  approval  in 
appointment  by  the  Executive  Council.  It  is 
too  great  an  obstacle  for  anyone  to  overcome — 
it  would  place  us  in  an  embarrassing  position. 
So  it  was  agreed,  last  Friday  night — and  I 
substituted  the  following  language  in  the  merger 
agreement  and  I  quote,  "The  Director  of  each 
department  shall  be  appointed  by,  his  duties 
outlined  by,  his  salary  set  by,  and  work  under 
the  direction  of  the  Executive  Council  and 
shall  report  at  each  council  meeting.  Between 
the  Executive  Council  meeting  the  Executive 
officers  shall  see  that  the  policies  and  programs 
of  the  Executive  Council  are  properly  carried 
out  by  the  departments.     A  department   Director 
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may  be  removed  from  his  position  by  the 
Executive  Council  for  conduct  contrary  to  the 
best  interest  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council    AFL-CIO." 

With  that  language,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
no  quarrel,  none  whatsoever.  I  think  it  is  ample 
for  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  department 
heads,  but  what  provokes  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
is  what  happened  after  Friday  night  by  the 
subcommittee  which  was  to  put  into  language 
the  Constitution.  I  find  when  it  arrives  in 
its  final  printed  form  the  next  paragraph,  "Di- 
rectors of  departments  shall  be  subject  to  re- 
view for  reconfirmation  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Council  following  each  con- 
vention." Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Merger 
Committee  of  the  CIO  and  AFL  agreed  that 
we  would  not  be  elected  annually  by  the  Execu- 
tive Council  and  that  language  was  striken  out. 
In  turn  they  accepted  it.  Now,  where  did  this 
language  come  from,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  don't 
know.  I  am  certain  it  is  not  from  the  AFL- 
CIO    Constitution. 

I  say  to  every  one  sitting  here — and  this 
is  important — if  this  language  ever  gets  out 
to  your  employer,  and  I  say  to  you  whether 
you  are  a  rank  and  file  member  of  the  union 
or  whether  you  are  a  business  agent,  do  you 
want  all  of  your  employees  subject  to  review 
annually  before  an  employer  rehires  them? 
That  is  the  position  that  we  are  placed  in  by 
this  language,  and  I  am  certain  that  such  is 
not  the  intent  of  the  AFL-CIO  either  in  a 
merged  organization  or  as  we  stand  here  as 
the    Massachusetts    Federation    of    Labor. 

I  am  sorry,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  was  not 
properly  recognized  and  that  my  colleague  shut 
off  the  debate.  So  because  I  cannot  amend  the 
Constitution  as  proposed  now,  I  offer  to  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  a  motion,  that  no  action  be 
taken  by  the  Executive  Council  on  the  accept- 
ance of  this  proposition  in  the  Constitution 
until  the  next  annual  convention  of  the  merged 
organization  in  October.  I  trust  that  I  will 
have  the  support  of  this  body  on  that  motion. 

From   the    Floor:     Seconded. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  I  might  say  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair,  that  the  motion  as  offered 
by  Brother  Lavigne,  would  not  be  in  order  in 
light  of  the  convention's  action.  Certainly  the 
motion  intends  to  govern  the  action  of  the 
merged  organization  which  we  could  not  do. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  the  Chair  will  request 
that  the  remarks  made  by  Brother  Lavigne 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  their  delibera- 
tions as  they  meet  in  an  Executive  Council  of 
the    merged    organization. 

The  Chair  at  this  time  will  recognize  John 
Carroll,  Chairman  of  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Carroll :  I  wish  to  conclude  the 
activities  of  the  work  of  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee by  reading  off  all  those  people  who 
participated. 

(List    of    committee    members    read.) 

Mr.  Chairman,  at  this  time  I  wish  to  express 
my  appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  cooperation 
of  this  committee  during  the  long  sessions.  I 
thank   you. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, that  completing  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution,  the  report  will  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  whole  and  the  committee  discharged. 
Hearing  none   it   is   so   ordered. 

At  this  time  if  there  is  no  objection  we  have 
about  five  minutes  to  continue  and  wind  up 
the    morning    session. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, the  Chair  will  suspend  the  rules  and  we 
will  continue  in  session  to  hear  a  short  report 
of    the    Secretary-Treasurer    Legislative    Agent. 

There  being  no  objection  the  rules  being  sus- 
pended the  Chair  recognizes  Secretary-Treasurer 
Legislative  Agent  Kelley. 


KENNETH  J.  KELLEY 

Secretary-Treasurer,   Legislative   Agent 

Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 

Mr.  Chairman  and  convention  delegates,  may 
I  say  at  the  outset  that  I  appreciate  greatly 
your  patience  in  the  long  deliberations  that 
we  have  gone  through  these  past  three  days. 
I  respectfully  beg  your  indulgence  in  order 
that  I  may  submit  my  Legislative  Agent's  Re- 
port. Originally  it  was  scheduled  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  convention  yesterday  morning  but 
did  not  arrive  from  the  printer  until  late 
yesterday  afternoon  with  the  result  that  I  am 
now  submitting,  ever  so  briefly  a  summary  of 
my  written  report  as  your  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  Legislative  Agent  for  the  past  year. 

May  I  refer  you  to  the  green  book,  on  pages 
30  to  35  you  will  find  my  Secretary-Treasurer's 
report.  On  pages  1  through  20  in  the  white 
pamphlet  handed  out  late  yesterday  afternoon 
will    be    found    my    Legislative    Agent's    report. 

May  I  say,  Mr.  Chairman  and  convention 
delegates  that  for  your  Secretary-Treasurer- 
Legislative  Agent  the  past  year  has  been  most 
exciting  and  at  times  most  wearisome.  That 
holds  true  for  President  Callahan  and  the  other 
officers   of   the    Executive    Council. 

We  in  the  Federation,  the  Executive  Council, 
and  the  others  find  things  in  the  merger  Con- 
stitution that  aren't  wholly  to  our  liking.  In 
fact  some  of  it  is  much  against  our  good 
judgment  and  our  wishes.  But  let  me  say 
delegates  there  have  been  34  meetings  over  a 
two  and  one-half  year  period  between  Merger 
Committees  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor  and  the  Massachusetts  State  CIO. 
So  this  document  that  you  have  adopted,  the 
Constitution  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council, 
that  you  by  your  action  a  few  moments  ago 
have  adopted  with  a  few  changes,  represents 
the  distillation  of  34  meetings  over  a  two  and 
one-half    year    period. 

I,  like  you,  too  feel  very  badly  that  John  A. 
Callahan,  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  is  not  going  to  be,  for  the  first 
year  at  least,  President  of  the  new  merged 
labor  organization  to  be  created  tomorrow. 
John  Callahan  has  given  us  dynamic,  aggressive, 
dedicated  trade  union  leadership,  and  it  was 
to  my  great  shocking  amazement  that  yester- 
day afternoon  abuse  was  heaped  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  great  and  gallant  President  of 
this    organization. 

It  was  a  shameful  demonstration  of  the  kind 
of  gutter  politics  that  doesn't  belong  in  a 
labor  organization  when  a  grand  guy  like 
President  Callahan  was  vilified  in  abusive 
language  from  this  floor.  I  say  shame  on  any 
trade  unionist  who  would  have  said  the  things 
that  were  said  about  John  Callahan  yesterday 
afternoon. 

It  was  indeed  a  sad  day  for  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  when  the  man  who  has 
served  with  such  dignity  and  dedication  as 
our  President,  was  the  object  of  the  kind  of 
vicious  attack  that  occurred  yesterday.  It  may 
come  as  a  surprise  to  many  of  you  that  John 
Callahan  has  been  suffering  from  a  ruptured 
disc.  If  any  of  you  have  ever  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  have  a  ruptured  disc,  you  know 
what    a    painfully    tormenting    ailment    it    is. 

(As  a  result  of  a  motion  by  Delegate  Gertrude 
Tatten,  AFSC&ME  Local  1297,  Boston  the 
subsequent  remarks  of  Secretary-Treasurer  Legis- 
lative  Agent   Kelley   were   deleted.) 

Delegate  McCloskey  (Boston  Central  Labor 
Union) :  I  am  a  sick  man.  I  lost  38  pounds 
and  I  am  in  terrific  condition.  I  didn't  really 
want  to  hurt  John  Callahan,  but  I  lost  my  big 
head.  I  have  been  a  building  tradesman,  my 
father,  my  grandfather,  my  uncles,  my  brothers 
are    all    big    building    traders.      I    don't     want 
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John  Callahan  to  take  it  from  me  so  much  that 
it    hurts    him. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Will  Delegate  Mc- 
Closkey    please    be    in    order. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  All  I  want  to  do  is 
be  a  real  big  trade  unionist.  I  don't  want 
to  hurt  anybody.  I  don't  believe  it's  unfair 
to  me.   ... 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  delegate  is  asked 
to  yield  in  the  interest  of  harmony  within  this 
organization,  and  not  make  any  personal  pleas. 
The  business  before  the  convention  is  the 
Secretary-Treasurer    Legislative    Agent's    report. 

At  this  time  the  Chair  will  recognize  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  Legislative  Agent  for  his 
report,  and  I  ask  the  delegate  to  yield  to  the 
Chair. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman 
and  delegates.  If  you  bear  with  me  for  a  few 
more  brief  moments  in  order  that  I  may  com- 
plete my  report  as  your  Secretary-Treasurer 
Legislative  Agent.  As  you  well  know,  one  of 
the  concessions  that  had  to  be  made  between 
the  respective  Merger  Committees  was  that 
certain  jobs  that  previously  had  been  elective 
became  appointive.  Naturally  it  was  with  a 
heavy  heart  that  I  recognized  realities  as  they 
existed  required  and  the  position  of  Secretary- 
Treasurer  would  be  just  one  position,  and  that 
no  longer  would  it  be  combined  with  that  of 
Legislative  Agent.  Why  was  that  done?  That 
was  done  because  the  Massachusetts  State 
CIO  Merger  Committee  insisted  that  the  job  of 
Secretary-Treasurer  would  be  one  job  and  the 
job   of   Legislative  Agent   would   be   another. 

May  I  say  that  while  there  are  a  number 
of  other  things  about  this  merger  Constitution — 
that  is  going  to  be  ratified  tomorrow  at  the 
Hotel  _  Bradford — that  are  not  wholely  satisfac- 
tory it  represents  a  blueprint  for  action.  It 
is  a  Constitution  that  will  enable  the  250,000 
members  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  together  with  the  125,000  members  rep- 
resented by  the  CIO  to  join  ranks  and  work  as 
an  organization  dedicated  to  improving  the 
economic,  social  and  political  welfare  of  all 
of  wage  earners  in  Massachusetts. 

Some  have  said  here  this  morning  that  merger 
can't  work.  I  respectfully  disagree  with  them. 
In  my  opinion  men  of  good  will,  dedicated  to 
the  trade  union  movement,  who  will  submerge 
their  personal  feelings  in  order  that  the  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  number  may  prevail,  can't 
help  but  make  this  merger  succeed.  I  am  sure 
that  come  October  1959  when  we  will  hold  our 
first  convention  if  the  delegates  to  this  conven- 
tion, stand  united  and  hold  fast  to  the  principles 
that  have  characterized  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  we  will  be  in  a  position 
to  work  out  any  features  of  the  merger  Con- 
stitution that  at  the  moment  are  not  wholly  to 
our  liking.  I  predict  that  if  the  AFL  and  CIO 
organizations  in  Massachusetts  apply  them- 
selves diligently  and  tirelessly  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  entire  labor  movement,  merger 
will  be  the  best  thing  that  has  ever  occurred 
on   the    state    level. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  delegates 
I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  support  and  assist- 
ance that  I  have  received  from  you  over  the 
past  twelve  years.  I  know  that  the  action  of 
this  convention  has  invested  me,  or  shortly  will, 
with  the  responsibility  of  Secretary-Treasurer. 
I  am  confident  that  James  Broyer  who  has  been 
designated   by   the   Executive    Council   can   make 


good  and  we  will  cooperate  with  him  in  his 
new  job  as  Director  of  Legislation  for  the 
AFL  and  CIO  in  Massachusetts.  Thank  you 
very  much  delegates  for  all  the  encouragement 
you  have  given  me  over  the  years.  You  have 
been  wonderful  to  me  and  I  hope  that  I  have 
repaid  the  many  courtesies,  support  and  con- 
sideration   you    have    given    me. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Action  comes  on  ac- 
ceptance of  Secretary-Treasurer  Legislative 
Agent's   report.      Any   remarks? 

Delegate  Henehan  (AFSC&ME  341,  Boston): 
The  Legislative  Agent  and  Secretary-Treasurer 
was  given  five  minutes  to  make  his  report. 
We  haven't  heard  the  report  as  it  is  written 
in    the    book. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  For  the  information 
of  the  delegate  the  Chair  was  going  to  an- 
nounce that  the  written  report  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Legislative  Agent  is  in  the  hands  of 
all  delegates.  He  has  rendered  a  verbal  report 
which  is  now  before  the  convention  for  accept- 
ance. Any  further  remarks  on  the  motion?  If 
not  as  many  as  are  in  favor  signify  in  the 
usual  manner.  Those  opposed?  It  is  a  vote 
and    so    ordered. 

The  Chair  will  now  recognize  the  lady  dele- 
gate _  for  the  purpose  of  restating  a  motion 
previously    made. 

Delegate  Tatten  (AFSC&ME  Local  1297, 
Boston)  :  I  make  a  motion  that  the  remarks 
of  yesterday  and  the  remarks  of  this  morning  be 
stricken  from  the  record  of  this  convention. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Motion  received  and 
seconded.  It  is  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  any  derogatory  remarks  made  yesterday  or 
today  be  stricken  from  the  record.  As  many 
as  are  in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Op- 
posed? It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered.  (Action 
previously    noted.) 

The  Chair  would  like  to  announce  at  this 
time  that  on  reconvening  at  2  o'clock  the  first 
order  of  business  will  be  the  election  of  officers. 
The  second  order  of  business  will  be  the  report 
of  the  Resolutions  Committee  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  first  resolution  to  be  reported 
by  the  Resolutions  Committee  will  be  that  deal- 
ing   with    the    sales    tax. 

Martin  Casey  of  the  Union  Label  Committee 
will  hold  his  drawing  for  the  prizes  immediately 
upon     adjournment. 

Delegate  Govoni  (Local  277,  Boston)  :  Point 
of  information.  You  announced  that  we  would 
have  election  of  officers  this  afternoon  and 
immediately  following  would  be  the  report  of 
the  Resolutions  Committee.  I  am  informed  that 
this  hall  is  going  to  be  the  scene  of  a  banquet 
tonight  and  we  are  asked  to  vacate  the  hall 
by  4:30  p.m.  Our  elections  are  rarely  over 
before  4:00  p.m.,  sometimes  not  until  5:00. 
Has  any  provision  been  made  for  another  hall? 

Vice  President  Pratt:  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair  that  if  we  must  vacate  the  hall  that 
quarters  will  be  secured  where  these  resolu- 
tions can  be  acted  on  and  anyone  who  desires 
to,    can   be   heard. 

Delegate  Govoni:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would 
say  it's  a  rather  optimistic  viewpoint  on  your 
part. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  I  might  say  that  I 
am  an  optimistic  but  also  a  realistic  sort  of 
fellow.  At  this  time  I  will  declare  this  session 
of  the  convention  adjourned  to  reconvene  at 
2    o'clock. 

(The  session  adjourned  at  12:30  p.m.) 
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FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  5,  1958 
AFTERNOON  SESSION 


(The  Convention  convened  at  2:15  p.m., 
President    Callahan    presiding.) 

President  Callahan:  Chairman  Grady  of  the 
Credentials  Committee  will  make  his  final  report 
at  this  time.  The  Chair  recognizes  Delegate 
Grady. 

Delegate  Grady:  Mr.  President,  there  are 
736  delegates  registered  at  this  convention  whose 
credentials  have  been  accepted  and  acted  upon. 
I  move  they  be  seated  with  voice  and  vote. 

President  Callahan:  You  have  heard  the 
motion  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Credentials  Com- 
mittee.    Do   I    hear   it    seconded? 

From   the    Floor:     Seconded. 

President  Callahan:  Is  there  anything  to  be 
said  on  the  question?  If  not  as  many  as  are 
in  favor  signify  in  the  usual  manner.  Those 
opposed?    It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

In  compliance  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  the  first 
order  of  business  this  afternoon  is  the  election 
of    officers. 

The  Chair  now  recognizes  Secretary-Treasurer 
and    Legislative    Agent,    Kenneth    Kelley. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  con- 
vention delegates,  the  following  are  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  for  the  conduct  of 
the    election    that    we    are    commencing. 

"ARTICLE  VII— NOMINATIONS  AND 
ELECTIONS. 

"SECTION  2.  Election  of  officers  shall  be 
held  immediately  on  the  opening  of  the  Friday 
afternoon  session  of  the  convention  unless 
sooner  reached  when  a  roll  call  of  delegates 
shall  be  called  for  the  delegates  to  receive, 
mark  and  deposit  their  ballots. 

"SECTION  3.  Elections  shall  be  by  printed 
Australian  ballot,  bearing  the  names  of  _  the 
candidates,  the  organization  and  the  localities 
they  represent  as  delegates.  Place  on  the  ballot 
shall    be    in    alphabetical    order. 

"a.  The  election  committee  is  authorized  to 
use  voting  machines,  if  same  are  available  in 
the   city    where    the    Convention    is    held. 

"SECTION  4.  Elections  shall  be  conducted 
by  secret  ballot  and  facilities  shall  be  provided 
to  insure  each  delegate  marking  and  depositing 
his  ballot  in  an  approved  democratic  manner. 

"SECTION  5.  Elections  shall  be  by  plurality 
vote  whenever  there  are  more  than  two  candi- 
daes   for   office." 

That,  Mr.  Chairman  and  convention  delegates 
is  the  procedure  for  the  elections.  Chairman 
Murphy  of  the  Election  Committee  will  address 
you  in  a  few  moments  and  outline  to  you  the 
procedure  of  filing  up,  receiving  your  ballot, 
and  coming  up  on  the  stage  marking  your 
ballot  in  one  of  these  voting  booths  and  de- 
positing it  in  one  of  these  two  ballot  boxes. 
Normally  a  roll  call  vote  on  the  election  of 
officers  takes  about  two  and  one-half  hours.  I 
sincerely  hope  in  view  of  the  important  resolu- 
tions and  other  business  that  this  convention 
must  still  consider,  that  all  of  the  delegates  will 
cooperate  fully  so  that  when  their  name  and 
local  is  called  they  will  promptly  receive,  mark 
and  deposit  their  ballots  with  dispatch.  For 
your  information  we  must  vacate  this  Ballroom 
by  4:45  tonight  at  the  latest.  The  room  has 
been  reserved  for  a  banquet  and  in  order 
that  the  personnel  here  at  the  Somerset  can 
set  it  up,  we  must  be  out  by  4:45  tonight. 
We  are  trying  to  negotiate  here  at  the  Somer- 
set for  another  room  that  will  accommodate  the 
delegates    who    desire    to    remain.      I    ask    your 


complete  cooperation  in  order  that  this  ballot- 
ing may  be  conducted  as  expeditiously  as 
possible. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  The  Chair  recog- 
nizes Chairman  Murphy  of  the  Election  Com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Murphy:  Delegates  to  the  72nd 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  the  Chairman  of  the  Election 
Committee  announces  that  the  balloting  is  now 
open.  We  request  the  cooperation  of  all  the 
delegates  in  approaching  the  platform  by  way 
of  the  middle  aisle,  get  your  ballot  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  stage,  mark  your  ballot,  leave  the 
stage   on   my   left. 

Secretary  Kelley:  Mr.  Chairman  and  dele- 
gates, as  you  recall  in  our  voting  procedure, 
locals  and  communities  are  called  alphabetically. 
We  start  with  cities  and  towns  starting  with 
"A"  and  so  forth  down  through  the  alphabet. 
Within  cities  and  towns  unions  are  called 
alphabetically.  Be  on  the  alert  and  we  can  get 
this    over    in    at    least   two   hours. 

(The  roll  call  was  commenced  at  2:30  o'clock 
p.m.) 

(The   roll  call  ended  at  4:15   p.m.) 

Delegate  Murphy:  The  counting  will  take 
place  on  the  stage  in  full  view  of  the  conven- 
tion. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Will  the  conven- 
tion come  to  order.  Will  Chairman  Sam  Don- 
nelly of  the  iResolution  Committee  please  come 
to    the    platform. 

Delegate  Donnelly:  Resolution  No.  32,  Sup- 
port of  the   Eastern  Mass.   Bus   Drivers   Strike. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  32 

Support  of  Eastern  Mass. 

Bus  Drivers'  Strike 

Whereas:  The  Bus  Drivers  and  Mechanics 
of  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  line  have  been  on 
strike  for  the  past  week  in  support  of  the  mem- 
bership demand  for  a  wage  increase  and  com- 
pliance with  the  full  terms  of  the  agreement 
between  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Rail- 
way and  its  employees,  including  arbitration  and 
compliance  with  such  arbitration  by  the  Com- 
pany and  the  Union,   and 

Whereas:  The  organized  workers  of  all 
branches  of  industry  and  services  can  enjoy  full 
process  of  collective  bargaining,  including  dis- 
puted matters  between  the  employer  and  em- 
ployees,  and 

Whereas:  The  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
workers  in  America,  have  thru  the  years  estab- 
lished the  arbitrability  of  disputed  issues  as 
part  of  the  labor-management  scene,  be  it  there- 
fore 

Resolved:  That  the  Lawrence  Central  Labor 
Union  supports  the  action  taken  by  Local  No. 
1509  and  calls  upon  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  and  the  Massachusetts  State  In- 
dustrial Council  to  adopt  this  resolution  and  give 
full  support  to  the  membership  of  Local  No. 
1509  to  the  best  of  their  respective  abilities. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Philip  Salem,  Law- 
rence Central  Labor  Union.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  24 
Milk  Control 

Whereas:  The  recent  increase  in  the  price  of 
milk  has  worked  a  hardship  on  the  families  of 
organized  labor,  and 

Whereas:    The    Massachusetts    Milk    Commis- 
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sion  decision  is  now  an  appeal  before  the  Su- 
perior  Court   of   Suffolk  county,   therefore,   be   it 

Resolved:  That  this  seventy-second  Conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 
request  that  the  Massachusetts  Milk  Commis- 
sion suspend  its  recent  price  regulation  until  a 
decision  on  the  merits  of  the  increase  is  ren- 
dered by  the  court,   and  be   it   further 

Resolved:  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
members  of  the  Massachusetts  Milk  Commission. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  James  A.  Broyer, 
Local  #612,  Francis  J.  Hickey,  Local  1358, 
AFSCME,   Boston.) 

The  committee  concurs  in  the  Resolution,  Mr. 
Chairman  and  I  move  you  the  action  of  the 
committee  be  the  action   of  the   convention. 

Vice  President  Loughlin :  Action  comes  on 
concurrence  in  the  committee's  report.  All  in 
favor  say  "aye."  Opposed  "no."  The  "ayes" 
have   it.     It   is  a  vote   and   so   ordered. 

Delegate  Leonard  (Local  1509,  Eastern  Mass. 
Bus  Drivers)  :  I  am  glad  that  that  resolution 
is  in  here  today.  If  I  may  I'd  like  to  talk  on 
the  question  for  a  few  minutes.  The  employees 
of  the  Eastern  Mass.  are  facing  one  tough 
problem.  It  isn't  just  a  case  of  a  strike;  it's 
a  case  of  where  a  company  is  trying  to  eliminate 
a  union.  We  have  not  been  offered  any  kind 
of  settlement  whatsoever,  only  a  contract  that 
they  have  handed  to  us  and  said,  "This  is  it, 
or    nothing." 

Now,  we  have  been  out  on  strike  for  the 
third  week.  Six  years  ago  it  was  eighteen 
weeks.  Only  yesterday  we  had  the  pleasure 
after  going  through  the  Courts,  of  receiving 
an  award  of  around  $70,000,  but  it  took  six 
years    to    get    it. 

Negotiating  with  this  company  is  something, 
but  when  they  won't  talk  and  they  want  us 
to  accept  a  contract — and  they  say  they  will 
not  arbitrate — they  defy  everybody.  I  say 
that  we  are  seeking  the  support  only  of  the 
central     labor     unions. 

Management  today  does  not  worry  because 
it  has  made  sure  that  employees  are  pooling 
up  with  other  people  that  work  in  these 
factories.  School  children  naturally  are  the 
ones  that  are  to  be  considered.  We  try  to  con- 
sider them  but  we  cannot  run  school  buses  and 
be  out  on  strike.  The  only  thing  that  labor 
has  left  is  a  strike,  and  we  are  willing  to  give 
that  up  and  submit  to  arbitration.  That's  the 
difference    between    management    and    ourselves. 

I  want  to  thank  the  State  Federation  of  Labor 
and  the  central  labor  unions  in  Lowell,  Salem, 
Lynn,  Quincy,  that  have  come  to  our  help. 
We  are  going  to  need  help  because  there  won't 
be  a  union  left  on  the  Eastern  Mass.  Company 
property.  I  humbly  ask  the  support  of  all  labor 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  in  this  situation 
because   we   are   going   to   need   it. 

The  company  lets  you  think  that  they  pay 
our  Blue  Cross,  Blue  Shield  and  all  fringe 
benefits.  That  is  not  so.  We  receive  none  of 
that  fringe  benefits  that  other  street  railway 
companies  have.  I  am  asking  for  the  support 
of  this  convention  because  it  is  going  to  be 
a  long  strike  even  if  it  means  separating  the 
boys    from   the   men — we  will  do   it. 

We  postponed  this  strike  just  before  election 
when  the  Governor  asked  us  to.  He  said  there 
was  an  avenue  to  straighten  this  situation  out. 
I  took  him  at  his  word,  but  that  word  doesn't 
seeni  to  have  meant  very  much.  We  are  still 
out  in  that  street.  I  am  not  looking  for  politi- 
cians to  straighten  out  our  situation  because 
once  politicians  get  mixed  into  the  labor  field, 
God  help  the  labor  movement.  No  one  was 
interested,  and  no  one  seems  to  be  interested 
today.  This  is  a  battle  that  we  have  got  to 
fight    ourselves. 

Last  Fall  you  all  heard  about  the  Old  Colony. 
Everybody  was  interested  in  keeping  that  road 
going.     It    brought    in    about    9500    people    daily 


into  Boston.  The  Eastern  Mass.  supplies  30,000 
people.  I  don't  want  anyone  to  think  for  a 
moment  that  John  H.  Leonard,  President  of 
1509  is  in  any  manner  or  form  trying  to  get 
subsidization  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
while  making  my  men  suffer  on  the  streets. 
That  is  not  so,  because  this  company  is  not 
in  the  red — they  are  in  the  black — and  you 
can't  subsidize  a  railroad  that  is  making  money. 
It  is  time  that  organized  labor  investigated  the 
railroads  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  and 
found  out  what  is  really  wrong — what  is  really 
wrong  with  the  transit  industry.  At  the  State 
House  they  say  that  no  one  is  bothered,  al- 
though the  Mayors  have  been  to  the  Governor's 
office. 

I  have  been  coming  to  conventions  for  thirty- 
five  years.  I  never  sought  office  in  the  labor 
movement ;  I  am  always  too  interested  in  the 
men  that  I  represent,  but  I  am  asking  labor 
men  and  women  today  to  help  us  in  all  possible 
ways,  so  that  we  can  w'in  this  strike  against 
the  Eastern  Mass.  Street  Railway  Co. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  As  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Board  I  wish  you  the  best,  and 
I  know  you  will  do  the  best  for  your  men. 

Delegate  Fitzgerald  (Carmen's  Union  589, 
Boston)  :  Just  a  few  remarks  in  addition  to 
Brother  Leonard's.  The  delegates  in  this  con- 
vention should  know  that  all  of  the  amalgamated 
delegates  attending  this  convention  have  pledged 
their  support  to  the  members  of  Local  1509. 
These  people  are  up  against  a  management 
that  absolutely  refuses  to  bargain  in  good 
faith.  I  plead  with  the  delegates  assembled  to 
support  the  resolution   in   favor  of  these  men. 

Vice  President  Loughlin:  Any  further  re- 
marks ?  Hearing  none,  the  question  being 
called  for,  all  in  favor?  Opposed?  It  is  a  vote 
and    so    ordered. 

Delegate  Grassa:  Resolution  No.  33  is  the 
Worcester  Typographical  Strike  Against  Worces- 
ter Telegram  Gazette. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  33 

Worcester  Typographical  Union   Strike 

Against  Worcester  Telegram  Gazette 

Whereas:  Worcester  Typographical  Union  No. 
165,  for  several  months  prior  to  November  29, 
1957,  attempted  without  success  to  negotiate  a 
signed  agreement  with  the  Worcester  Tele- 
gram-Gazette,   and 

Whereas :  Because  of  the  refusal  of  said 
newspaper  management  to  sign  a  contract  the 
union  was  forced  to  strike,  and 

Whereas:  The  strike  is  now  in  its  second 
year  with  no  prospects  of  immediate  settlement; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  members  of  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  here  assembled  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  plight  of  Worcester  union  print- 
ers and  give  their  support  to  these  striking 
printers  in  the  hope  that  this  problem  may  be 
forthwith  resolved  to  the  satisfaction  of  both 
parties  to  the  dispute. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  James  J.  Quinn  and 
Earle  R.  Patrod,  Worcester  Central  Labor 
Union.) 

The  committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and 
I  move  you  that  the  action  of  the  committee 
be  the   action   of   the   convention. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Action  comes  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  which  is  one  on  con- 
currence. 

Delegate  Loughlin  (Hotel  &  Restaurant,  95, 
Worcester)  :  This  strike  at  the  Worcester  Tele- 
gram Gazette  started  November  30  of  last 
year.  It  is  the  most  vicious  strike  I  have  ever 
known. 

Mr.  Stoddard  the  President  of  the  Worcester 
Telegram  Gazette  received  the  Thomas  award 
for  being  an  outstanding  employer  employed  a 
professional  strike  breaking  outfit.    This  individ- 
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ual  brought  in  some  of  the  most  vicious  people 
I  have  ever  seen.  I  have  been  a  member  of 
organized  labor  for  over  twenty-seven  years 
and  never  saw  anything  like  this  before. 

These  scabs  carried  knives,  guns  and  brass 
knuckles.  The  people  in  Worcester  were  help- 
less. They  couldn't  do  anything  about  it  as 
the  power  of  the  press  and  Mr.  Stoddard  is 
very  strong.  There  were  eleven  cruising  cars 
guarding  these  people,  and  the  bill  for  these 
cruising  cars  was  paid  by  the  taxpayers.  The 
scabs  would  come  out  of  the  building  and  cause 
a  disturbance  and  get  away  with  it.  That  is 
what  my  brothers  in  local  165  of  the  Typo- 
graphical Union  are  facing.  Being  near  Christ- 
mas things  look  very  black  for  them.  I  don't 
see    any    change    in    the    situation. 

Every  law  was  violated,  but  they  got  away 
with  it.  If  we  in  organized  labor  stand  behind 
them  I  know  that  local  165,  Typographical 
Union    will    be    successful. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  any  further 
remarks    on    the    motion? 

Delegate  Moran  (Central  Labor  Union,  Fitch- 
burg)  :  I  rise  to  say  that  we  in  the  Fitchburg 
area    support   them   wholeheartedly. 

Vice  President  Pratt:    Any  further  remarks? 

Delegate  Higgins  (Boston  Typographical 
Union,  13) :  I  would  like  to  point  out  a  few 
things  about  monopolies  insofar  as  papers  are 
concerned.  The  man  that  owns  that  Worcester 
paper,  the  only  paper  in  the  town,  owns  the 
town.  He  owns  stores  advertisers  and  every- 
body else;  The  Typographical  Union  in  Worces- 
ter is  like  just  shoveling  sand  against  the 
tide  when  you  are  up  against  a  man  like  that. 
Here_  is  a  situation  that  you  don't  even  find  in 
Russia;  one  newspaper  controlling  all  the  news 
items,  all  the  news  services — the  only  paper 
in  the  town.  They  can  slant  it  any  way  they 
want,  and  when  you  have  a  strike  on  your 
hands  they  certainly  don't  slant  it  for  you. 
These  fellow  members  of  my  union  have  been 
out  on  strike  2  years.  They  are  to  be  pitied  in 
one  sense  for  in  a  country  like  ours,  we  al- 
low a  situation  whereby  one  man  can  control 
the  only  news  outlet  in  a  city  as  large  as 
Worcester.  It  is  a  shameful  thing.  Anything 
that  you  gentlemen  do  today  insofar  as  that 
Worcester  Typographical  strike  is  concerned 
will  shower  glory  on  the  72nd  Massachusetts 
Federation    of    Labor    Convention. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Any  further  remarks 
on  the  motion?  If  not,  action  comes  on  con- 
currence of  the  committee's  report.  As  many  as 
are  in  favor  signify  by  saying  "aye."  Opposed? 
It  is  a  unanimous  vote. 

Delegate  Donnelly:  I  am  giving  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  all  of  the  sales  tax  resolu- 
tions. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  17 

Opposition  to  Sales  Tax 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  and  the  AFL-CIO  have  constitutionally 
and  traditionally  opposed  a  Sales  Tax  because  of 
its  regressiveness,  and  because  it  ignores  the 
fundamental  tax  principle  of  ability  to  pay,  and 

Whereas:  The  1956  and  1957  conventions  of 
the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  re- 
affirmed the  unequivocal  opposition  of  this  or- 
ganization to  a  Sales  Tax,  be  it  general  or  lim- 
ited, and 

Whereas:  A  Sales  Tax  in  any  form  would 
impose  its  harshest  burdens  upon  those  with 
the  least  ability  to  pay  and  the  greatest  inability 
to   resist,   and 

Whereas :  Attempts  will  be  made  at  the  in- 
coming session  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature 
to  impose  some  form  of  a  Sales  Tax,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  72nd  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  as- 
sembled December  3-5,   1958  at  Boston,   re-affirm 


its  opposition  to  a  Sales  Tax,  general  or  lim- 
ited, and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  we  call  upon  affiliated  locals, 
His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Great  and  General  Court,  to  defeat 
such  inequitable  and  unfair  taxation,  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved:  That  this  resolution  if  adopted  by 
the  72nd  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Federation  of  Labor,  be  submitted  to  the 
First  Constitutional  Convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Council,  AFL-CIO  on  December 
6th,   1958  for  concurrence  and  implementation. 

(Submitted  by:  The  Executive  Council,  Massa- 
chusetts  Federation  of   Labor.) 

The    committee    concurs    in    this    resolution. 

RESOLUTION  NO.  26 

Whereas:  It  is  the  ambition  of  some  office 
holders  to  obtain  a  lucrative  source  of  revenue 
to  provide  funds  for  their  desires,  thru  a  sys- 
tem of  taxation,  and 

Whereas:  The  favorite  source  of  revenue  is 
the  one  of  least  resistance  and  of  the  greatest 
revenue  capacity,  thru  a  per  capita  tax  on  the 
rank  and  file,  and 

Whereas:  This  appears  to  be  most  readily  at- 
tainable through  a  sales  tax  on  the  necessary 
purchases  of  those  least  able  to  pay,  or  to 
resist  the  imposition  of  a  tax  on  what  they 
must  buy  even  through  the  credit  system  of 
financing,   and 

Whereas:  It  appears  that  the  desired  extra 
revenue  could  well  be  obtained  through  the  pay- 
ment of  current  taxes  by  those  most  able  to  pay, 
but  who  refuse  to  do  so  because  of  their  ability 
to  resist  the  collection  of  such  taxes,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  convention  vigorously 
oppose  the  adoption  of  a  sales  tax  in  Massachu- 
setts for  the  aforementioned  and  other  reasons, 
and  be  it   further 

Resolved:  That  the  AFL  continue  its  cam- 
paign against  the  elected  officials,  and  others, 
who  are  advocating  and  pressing  for  the  im- 
position of  this  extra  tax  burden  on  those  least 
able  to  pay  it,  and  least  able  to   resist  it. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Peter  A.  Reilly,  Car- 
penters,  Local   40,   Boston.) 

The  committee  concurs  in  this  resolution.  We 
have  five  others  in  favor  of  the  sales  tax  which 
will    be    read    to    you. 

Delegate  Grassa:  I  will  now  read  the  re- 
solves   of    these    resolutions. 

(Resolutions  Nos.  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  and  30 
read.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   19 

Whereas:  One  of  the  worst  financial  crisis 
which  ever  threatened  a  state  government  now 
is  descending  on  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and 

Whereas:  This  crisis  has  been  brought  on  in 
part  by  an  archaic,  out-moded  tax  system  which 
is  crying  for  remedy,  and 

Whereas:  The  Commonwealth  sits  idly  by 
while  free-spending  vacationers  and  conven- 
tioneers spend  multi-millions  of  dollars  each 
year,  while  enjoying,  tax-free,  Massachusetts' 
magnificent  and  varied  services,  and 

Whereas:  Countless  thousands  of  sons  and 
daughters  of  well-to-do,  out-of-state  residents 
live  here  approximately  nine  months  of  the  year 
tax  free  while  seeking  higher  learning  in  our 
educational    institutions,    and 

Whereas:  This  kind  of  wooly-headed  munif- 
icence at  the  expense  of  Massachusetts  tax- 
payers can  no  longer  be  tolerated  by  an  already 
over-burdened    citizenry,    therefore    be    it 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor  in  convention  in  Boston,  December 
3,  4  and  5,  1958,  place  itself  on  unanimous 
record  as  favoring  a  three  per  cent  LIMITED 
SALES  TAX   FOR   MASSACHUSETTS,   and 
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be  it  further  resolved  that  the  convention  in- 
struct the  in-coming  Legislature  to  vote  for  a 
three  per  cent  LIMITED  SALES  TAX  speedily 
and   forthwith. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  M.  Leo  Coughlin  and 
Albert  W.  Wythe,  Building  Service  Employees, 
Local  373,   Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  20 

Whereas:  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts is  now  faced  with  its  most  serious  financial 
dilemma   since  its  birth,  and 

Whereas:  The  three  hundred  and  fifty-one 
cities  and  towns  within  its  borders  are  stagger- 
ing under  the  impact  of  mounting  tax  rates,  and 

Whereas :  This  threat  is  reaching  into  the 
very  homes  of  the  Commonwealth's  working  men 
and  women,  and 

Whereas:  Thirty-three  states  and  the  District 
of  Columbia  have  embraced  a  sales  tax  as  a 
means  of  bolstering  their  tax  structure,   and 

Whereas:  Only  a  Sales  Tax  at  this  time  of- 
fers Massachusetts  a  way  out  of  the  financial 
labyrinth  in  which  it  finds  itself,  and  only  a 
Sales  Tax  will  bring  substantial  and  immediate 
relief  to  these  tax-stricken  communities,  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  Legisla- 
ture be  called  upon  by  this  convention  to  enact 
a  three  per  cent  LIMITED  SALES  TAX  as  its 
first  order  of  business  in  January  of  the  new 
year. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Michael  Bozza  and 
Eugene  Vital,   Barbers  Local  No.   182,   Boston.) 

RESOLUTION   NO.  21 

Whereas:  Our  beloved  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  is  in  serious  financial  straits  and 
all  partisanship,  and  individual  and  group  inter- 
ests must  be  swept  aside  in  order  to  meet  this 
crisis  immediately  and  head-on,  and 

Whereas:  Any  revamping  of  the  state's  tax 
structure  designed  to  create  a  more  forward- 
looking  business  and  industrial  climate  must 
shower   its   benefits  on   labor,   and 

Whereas:  The  great  majority  of  the  state 
governments  within  the  United  States  have 
turned  to  some  kind  of  sales  tax  program  as  a 
means  of  enhancing  and  broadening  life  for  all 
their  citizens  within  their  borders,  and 

Whereas :  A  Sales  Tax  program  would  pro- 
vide Massachusetts  with  a  continuing,  non-stop 
source  of  revenue,  extracting  in  part  this  rev- 
enue from  persons  who  live  out  of  state  but 
who  come  here  to  enjoy  our  Commonwealth's 
attractions,  and 

Whereas :  A  Massachusetts  Sales  Tax  pro- 
gram would  bring  real  and  genuine  relief  to  all 
of  labor's  members  whether  they  own  their  own 
homes  or  rent,  and 

Whereas:  A  _  Sales  Tax  program  offers  the 
only  means  of  immediate  aid  to  the  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  Massachusetts  cities  and 
towns  which  at  this  very  moment  are  crying  out 
for  relief,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  a  three  per  cent  LIMITED 
SALES  TAX  for  Massachusetts  be  endorsed 
unanimously  by  this  convention  and  that  the 
sense  of  this  endorsement  be  brought  immediately 
to  the  attention  of  the  in-coming  state  legisla- 
ture   for   immediate   action. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Joseph  P.  McNamara 
and  William  Dwyer,  Firemen  and  Oilers,  Local 
3,  Boston,  and  Stephen  B.  McCloskey,  Boston 
Central  Labor  Union.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  22 

Whereas:  The  Commonwealth's  tax  crisis  no 
longer  can  be  described  as  purely  a  financial 
problem  but  must  be  reckoned  with  as  a  subtle 
moral  threat,  and 

Whereas:  This  tax  crisis,  now  steeped  in 
morality,  is  moving  into  the  home  and  threaten- 


ing, because  of  sky-rocketing  local  property  tax 
rates,  the  very  roof  under  which  the  laboring 
man  and  his  family  lives,   and 

Whereas:  If  this  condition  is  permitted  to 
continue  it  is  inevitable  that  the  working  man 
and  his  family  will  be  taxed  out  of  his  home, 
and 

Whereas:  The  home  represents  the  very 
moral  fibre  out  of  which  this  nation  and  Massa- 
chusetts is  woven,   and 

Whereas:  It  is  the  duty  of  organized  labor 
to  protect,  with  all  the  resources  at  its  command, 
the  moral  fabric  of  the  community  and  the  na- 
tion, therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  convention  place  itself 
unequivocally  behind  a  three  per  cent  LIMITED 
SALES  TAX  for  Massachusetts  as  a  means  of 
wiping  out  this  moral  threat  and  at  the  same 
time  contributing  immeasurably  to  the  well  be- 
ing of  Massachusetts'  entire  citizenry. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  John  V.  Macdonald, 
William  E.  Carroll  and  Charles  D.  Reveliotis, 
Railway   Patrolmen  Local   31,   Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  23 

Whereas:  The  hotel,  restaurant  and  bar  in- 
dustry is  how  the  most  heavily  taxed  segment 
of  our  economy,  and 

Whereas:  Whenever  new  revenue  is  needed 
this  industry  is  singled  out  as  the  first  victim 
of  additional  taxation,  and 

Whereas :  As  a  result  of  this  near-confisca- 
tory  tax  action  many  theater-restaurants  and 
night  clubs  have  been  forced  to  close  their 
doors,  and 

Whereas:  This  condition  has  caused  many 
of  our  members  to  be  thrown  out  of  employment 
thereby  setting  up  a  chain  reaction  which  has 
brought  loss  of  jobs  for  still  others  in  the  en- 
tertainment world,  and 

Whereas:  All  of  our  members  throughout 
the  community  have  been  hit  with  rent  hikes, 
tax  hikes  and  other  increases  all  down  the  line, 
and 

Whereas :  Our  employers  are  attempting  to 
deny  us  wage  increases  on  the  ground  that  they 
are  over-burdened  with  rising  real  estate  and 
other  taxes,  and 

Whereas:  This  situation,  multiplied  over  and 
over  again  in  all  of  the  state's  three  hundred 
and  fifty-one  communities,  adds  up  to  a  dark, 
dismal  financial  picture  for  our  working  people 
throughout    the    Commonwealth,    and 

Whereas:  In  order  to  hold  the  line  and  pre- 
vent further  tax  increases,  with  their  detrimental 
effect  on  our  industry,  it  is  imperative  that  a 
new  source  of  revenue  be  tapped  and  be  tapped 
at  once,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  undersigned  members  of 
the  executive  board  of  Local  277  do  hereby  urge, 
indeed  implore,  this  convention  to  place  itself  on 
record  endorsing  a  three  per  cent  LIMITED 
SALES  TAX  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Louis  R.  Govoni, 
Rita  M.  Barton,  Edgar  Watkins,  Thelma  Clem- 
ens, Hannah  Fitzgerald,  Margaret  C.  Costello, 
Josephine  Fleming,  Louis  Cohen,  Arthur  Gor- 
don, Mildred  K.  Grattan,  Susanna  M.  Mulvey, 
Hotel,  Cafeteria  &  Waitresses  Union  Local  277 , 
Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  30 
In  Favor  of  Sales  Tax 

Whereas:  A  financial  crisis  exists  for  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  most  of  its 
cities  and  towns,  in  which  we  find  that  present 
revenue  will  not  be  adequate  to  continue  to  pro- 
vide essential  public  services,  the  situation  con- 
stitutes  an    emergency,    and 

Whereas:  The  small  homeowner  and  the  low 
income  wage  earner  and  rent  payer  are  stagger- 
ing under  the  impact  of  exhorbitant  and  exces- 
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sive  Real  Estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  cities  and 
towns  of  the  Commonwealth  because  of  the  lack 
of  other  sources  of  revenue;  this  burden  and  the 
hardships  resulting  therefrom  continue  to  in- 
crease annually  and  must  be  abated,  and 

Whereas:  The  failure  to  obtain  immediate 
relief  for  the  Commonwealth  and  its  cities  and 
towns  will  result  in  chaos  and  financial  crisis 
which  will  impair  the  whole  economy  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  threatens  the  employment 
and   welfare  of  our   entire   community,   and 

Whereas:  The  only  immediate  and  sensible 
remedy  available  at  once,  is  the  enactment  of  a 
three  per  cent  LIMITED  SALES  TAX  which 
exempts  such  necessities  of  life  as  food,  rent, 
children's  clothing,  insurance  premiums,  elec- 
tricity, gas,  telephone,  car  fare,  gasoline,  etc., 
and  which  provides  for  a  broadening  of  the  tax 
base  and  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  the 
burden,   and 

Whereas:  The  immediate  enactment  of  a 
three  per  cent  LIMITED  SALES  TAX  will 
provide  a  measure  of  relief  to  low-income  wage 
earners,  small  homeowners  and  rent  payers  and 
is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  members  of  or- 
ganized labor  as  well  as  to  the  community  as  a 
whole,   therefore   be   it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor  endorse  the  im- 
mediate enactment  of  a  three  per  cent  LIMITED 
SALES  TAX  in  order  to  avert  a  financial  crisis 
in  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  Commonwealth; 
in  order  to  provide  a  more  favorable  climate 
for  both  labor  and  business;  in  order  to  attract 
new  industry  to  provide  more  job  opportuni- 
ties; in  order  to  provide  a  new  source  of  rev- 
enue which  will  require  the  contribution  of 
visitors,  vacationers,  and  tourists  which  in 
turn  will  lighten  the  burden  of  all  Massachu- 
setts taxpayers  and  bring  much  needed  relief 
to  our  own  membership  who  are  in  the  low 
and  middle  income  bracket. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  William  V.  Ward, 
Local  648,  Boston;  Joseph  B.  Nealon,  Boston 
Council  No.  45,  Local  1451;  Howard  V.  Doyle, 
Local  1190,  Medfield  State  Hospital;  James 
F.    Henechan,    Local    1496.) 

The  committee  votes  nonconcurrence  of  these 
resolutions  and  I  move  you  that  the  action  of 
the   committee   be   the   action   of   the   convention. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Action  now  comes  on 
the  committee's  report  which  is  concurrence  in 
Resolutions  Nos.  17  and  26,  and  nonconcur- 
rence on  Resolutions  Nos.  19,  20,  21,  22,  23 
and  30. 

Because  of  the  late  hour  and  because  we 
don't  want  to  have  to  cut  any  speaker  off,  as 
announced  before,  we  have  to  leave  this  hall 
at  4:45  p.m.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
to  transfer  the  meeting  to  the  Princess  Ball- 
room downstairs.  At  this  time  I  am  going  to 
recess  this  meeting  to  reconvene  at  ten  minutes 
after  five.  The  count  will  continue  in  the  Di- 
rectors Room  on  the  election  of  officers,  for 
those    who    may    be    interested. 

(The  meeting  recessed  at  4:45  p.m.) 

(The  Convention  reconvened  at  5:15  p.m., 
Vice    President    Pratt    presiding.) 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Convention  is 
now  reconvened.  The  action  before  the  con- 
vention is  the  report  of  the  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee on  the  Sales  Tax  Resolutions.  For  a 
point  of  clarification,  the  report  of  the  Resolu- 
tions Committee  is  concurrence  in  Resolutions 
Nos.  17  and  26,  and  nonconcurrence  in  Resolu- 
tions  Nos.    19,   20,   21,   22,   23   and   30. 

Delegate  Porter  (Laborers,  Local  243,  Worces- 
ter):  At  this  time  I  move  that  there  be 
a  limitation  of  two  minutes  on  all  speakers. 
Each  delegate  _  at  this  convention  knows  just 
how  he  is  going  to  vote  regardless  of  what 
he  hears,  because  we  have  been  through  this 
subject  before.  Now  I  ask  that  my  motion  be 
acted   upon. 


From    the    Floor:      Seconded. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Under  the  rules  of 
the  convention  each  delegate  would  be  entitled 
to  five  minutes  insofar  as  his  presentation  of 
his  case  might  be  concerned  and  any  change 
in  that  would  involve  suspension  of  the  rules 
which    requires   a    two-thirds   vote. 

Delegate  Porter:  Mr.  Chairman,  then  I  will 
withdraw  my  motion  with  the  understanding 
the  speakers  not  exceed  five  minutes  each. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Might  I  inform  the 
delegates  that,  operating  under  the  rules  of 
this  convention,  the  Chair  will  limit  each 
speaker  to  the  allotted  five  minutes  and  will 
announce  when  four  minutes  are  up  giving  the 
speaker    one    minute    to    close    his    remarks. 

On  the  motion  the  Chair  will  recognize  dele- 
gate at  the  left  hand  mike. 

Delegate  Ward  (AFSC&ME,  Local  No.  648, 
Boston) :  I  rise  to  ask  nonconcurrence  with  the 
committee  report.  There  has  been  a  lot  of  mis- 
information and  distortion  even  in  some  of  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  about 
the  limited  sales  tax.  It  has  been  alleged  and 
it  has  been  stated  that  this  would  put  a  greater 
burden  on  those  in  the  lower  brackets.  Nothing 
could  be  further  from  the  truth.  A  limited  sales 
tax  exempts  rent,  food  for  home  consumption, 
all  of  your  public  utilities,  electricity,  gas,  tele- 
phone, transportation,  insurance  premiums,  and 
if  those  are  not  the  basic  living  costs  for  any 
family,  I  don't  see  how  they  can  be  termed  what 
they  were  labeled  a  couple  of  years  ago.  All  of 
those  things  you  have  to  pay  first  before  you 
have  a  cent  left  to  pay  for  a  taxable  item  under 
the  limited  sales  tax.  I  hope  that  we  will  stick 
to  the  facts  and  not  try  to  distort  them.  I  hope 
we  will  judge  this  case  on  its  merits  and  not  on 
a  factional  basis  that  I  am  with  one  faction  and 
you  are  with  another. 

The  cities  and  towns  of  this  Commonwealth 
are  in  poverty  and  they  are  sending  to  residents 
increasingly  higher  tax  bills  for  real  estate  each 
year.  There  may  be  some  of  you  who  say,  "I 
don't  care,  I  don't  own  a  house."  If  you  don't; 
you  rent  one,  and  the  landlord's  taxes  pass  on 
to  you.  The  tax  bill  that  he  receives  from  the 
city  or  town  goes  right  down  to  you. 

Right  now  we  are  in  an  emergency.  The  state 
is  64  million  dollars  in  a  deficit  in  this  fiscal 
year  alone.  The  cities  and  towns  can't  help. 
While  I  am  speaking  here,  two  hundred  state 
employees  were  terminated  as  of  tonight  for  lack 
of  funds. 

I  hope  that  you  will  give  this  every  consider- 
ation. It  is  said  that  this  will  be  a  greater  bur- 
den. Do  you  know  of  any  other  form  of  taxation 
that  could  be  imposed  where  you  can  get  an 
assist,  where  you  can  get  people  from  out  _  of 
town  to  help  you  pay  the  bills?  Three  million 
visitors  come  in  to  this  state  every  year.  They 
live  in  the  Cape  Cod  area  and  the  Berkshires 
and  they  pay  nothing.  But  when  we  go  to  their 
state  we  have  to  make  our  contribution  in  the 
form  of  a  sales  tax.  We  have  wealthy  students 
at  Harvard,  Wellesley,  and  M.I.T.,  and  many 
universities — children  of  the  wealthy  enjoying 
everything  that  you  are  paying  for  and  yet  they 
pay  nothing. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  I  just  want  to  tell  the 
delegate  that  you  have  one  minute  to  go. 

Delegate  Ward:  I  will  try  to  conclude.  There- 
fore, I  am  asking  for  your  support.  You  are  all 
intelligent  and  know  what  this  means.  You 
can't  have  real  estate  carrying  the  entire  bur- 
den. Thirty-three  states  in  this  country  in  addi- 
tion to  the  District  of  Columbia  now  have  a 
sales  tax;  and  the  voters  of  California  were 
given  an  opportunity  only  last  November  to  re- 
duce their  sales  tax  from  three  to  two  cents 
and  to  put  in  further  graduations  in  the  in- 
come tax.  They  declined  to  do  so  and  kept  the 
three  per  cent  sales  tax. 

Vice    President    Pratt:    The    Chair    recognizes 
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Delegate   at   the   microphone.      State   your   name 
and  local. 

Delegate  Higgins  (Boston  Typographical  13)  : 
I  want  to  make  it  very  clear  to  all  the  delegates 
assembled  here  that  I  am  not  speaking  for  my 
union.  My  union  did  not  take  a  poll  on  the  sales 
tax.  I  am  speaking  for  Higgins.  All  the  opin- 
ions that  I  express  here  are  my  own.  I  would 
like  to  have  any  other  president  or  member  of 
any  union  get  up  and  say  the  same  thing — did 
they  take  a  poll  of  their  union?  Did  they  find 
out  whether  their  people  are  for  or  against  it? 
Now  the  home  and  family  are  the  very  foun- 
dation of  government,  business  and  industry. 
They  are  all  dependent  on  a  healthy  prosperous 
family  life  and  on  the  successful  operation  of 
the  kitchen.  On  the  kitchen,  I  repeat,  depends 
the  well-being  of  the  whole  family.  Today  the 
woman  in  the  kitchen,  besides  her  many  other 
duties,  must  be  a  wizard  in  economics  in  order 
to  keep  pace  with  the  evermounting  financial 
burdens  placed  upon  her. 

The  rising  cost  of  living  has  raised  havoc 
with  family  budgets.  Adding  another  tax  to  the 
housewife's  financial  burden  could  create  chaos 
in  a  lot  of  homes. 

Let  us  take  for  example  the  family  of  the 
average  wage  earner  whose  salary  has  not  in- 
creased with  a  rising  cost  of  living.  I  refer  to 
the  family  where  there  are  young  children — you 
young  fathers  know — where  the  cost  of  food, 
clothing,  shelter,  medical  needs,  and  so  forth, 
have  risen  beyond  his  income.  So  financial  prob- 
lems drive  the  father  to  take  on  two  jobs.  In 
so  doing  his  health  suffers;  his  disposition  sours, 
and  most  of  all  the  firm  hand,  authoritative 
voice,  of  the  father  is  missing  from  the  home. 
As  an  alternative  of  two  jobs  the  mother  as- 
sumes the  task  of  acquiring  the  needed  income. 
I  am  sure  if  a  poll  were  taken  you  would  find 
the  majority  of  women  who  are  working  would 
rather  be  home  with  the  children  where  they 
belong.  Believe  me  when  I  say  this  to  you  as 
a  father,  and  I  am  sincere  when  I  say  you  are 
taxing  the  housewife  right  out  of  the  home. 

These  figures  should  be  of  grave  concern  to 
all,  especially  those  watching  profit  and  loss 
sheets.  I  sincerely  feel  that  taxing  the  mother 
out  of  the  homes  may  profit  the  state  but  may 
lose  the  family.  Common  sense  will  tell  you 
that  forcing  women  to  leave  the  homes  to  work 
in  the  business  world  will  only  help  to  increase 
juvenile  delinquency.  There  is  a  moral  issue 
involved — it's  more  than  money.  There  is  a 
great  need  for  careful  thought  and  caution  in 
condoning  any  additional  tax,  whether  it  is  a 
sales  tax  or  anything  else.  This  sales  tax  is 
most  certainly  an  added  tax.  It  will  not  stop 
the  unbalanced  budgets  left  by  the  Legislature 
or  what  happens  when  the  Government  spends 
and   spends. 

What  really  hurts  is  the  audacity  which  they 
turn  to  the  little  fellow  and  insist  that  a  sales 
tax  is  a  solution  to  all  the  indebtedness  which 
they  themselves  have  placed  on  the  state.  It 
never  occurred  to  them  like  it  occurs  to  a  house- 
wife, if  you  haven't  got  the  money  you  have  a 
meatloaf.  Everybody  would  like  sirloin  roast, 
but  if  you  haven't  got  the  money  you  don't  buy 
it.  Not  the  State  Legislature — no.  There  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  a  tax  structure  in  the 
state  needs  a  complete  overhaul.  Postponing  or 
delaying  this  action  could  create  a  darker  pic- 
ture than  can  be  shown  now.  The  sales  tax  is 
being  sold  to  the  people  as  a  cure-all  for  all  the 
ills  of  the  state.  I  say  to  you  that  the  cure  is 
worse  than  the  ailment. 

The  proponents  of  the  sales  tax  tell  us  that 
it  will  be  limited.  This  is  very  important — not 
only  limited  but  now  they  have  added  another 
word,  the  Governor  used,  "modified."  They  are 
trying  to  tell  us  it  will  only  amount  to  a  very 
small  pinch  that  most  of  us  will  not  even  feel. 
Don't  you  believe  it.  This  sales  tax  is  supposed 
to    bring    into    the    state    treasury    $100,000,000 


annually.  You  can  be  sure  that  it  would  have 
to  take  a  big  bite  out  of  your  weekly  pay  enve- 
lope, otherwise  they  wouldn't  get  the  amount 
predicted.  Rhode  Island  last  week  had  to  in- 
crease theirs.  They  had  to  broaden  the  base  of 
the  sales  tax;  three  per  cent  wasn't  enough. 
What  a  ridiculous  situation  those  favoring  this 
new  tax  are  trying  to  create.  You  could  wind 
up  paying  a  sales  tax  on  a  new  baby.  They  can 
broaden  this  tax  base  as  much  as  they  want. 
Passage  of  the  so-called  limited  3%  sales  tax 
would  be  the  worst  thing  that  could  happen  to 
Massachusetts,  its  industries,  its  working  people 
and  its  fiscal  sanity. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  time  of  the  dele- 
gate has  expired. 

Delegate  Higgins:  As  you  delegates  assembled 
here  know,  I  am  against  the  sales  tax. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  recognizes 
the  delegate  at  the  mike  at  my  left.  Your  name 
and  local  number. 

Delegate  Govoni  (Local  No.  277,  Boston)  :  I 
was  recently  called  Judas  Iscariot,  and  called  a 
labor  faker  because  I  dared  to  differ  with  the 
opinions  of  some  on  your  Executive  Council. 
I  am  here  representing  our  Executive  Board 
and  the  members  of  Local  277.  We  have  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  that  hasn't  been  given  the 
usual  treatment  that  is  given  resolutions.  They 
were  not  printed  so  that  everyone  could  read 
them  and  study  them.  When  the  Resolutions 
Committee  read  off  their  report  they  read  one 
that  was  printed  and  they  read  the  entire  thing, 
but  these  others  that  were  submitted  and  had 
no  opportunity  to  be  printed  were  not  read  in 
toto. 

I  would  like  to  say  this:  The  Hotel  and 
Restaurant  Industry  is  the  most  heavily  taxed 
segment  of  our  economy.  The  people  I  represent 
work  in  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Industry. 
When  we  need  more  money  for  taxes  we  go  im- 
mediately to  the  liquor  industry.  In  Los  An- 
geles they  are  attempting  to  put  a  sales  tax  on 
hotel  rooms  of  ten  per  cent  per  dollar — not 
only  hotel  rooms  but  all  liquor  sales.  Our  own 
Executive  Council  has  approved  many  sales 
taxes  although  they  say  they  are  opposed  to 
sales  taxes.  A  gasoline  tax  is  a  sales  tax.  A 
cigarette  tax  is  a  sales  tax.  A  tax  on  a  bottle 
of  whiskey  is  a  sales  tax.  A  meal  tax  is  a 
sales  tax. 

I  was  interested  to  note  the  invited  guests  to 
address  our  convention.  Upon  reading  the  list 
of  invited  guests  I  thought  I  was  in  New  York 
or  Arizona.  It  seems  as  though  we  invited  a 
lot  of  prominent  Republicans  and  one  Senator 
Powers  who  we  all  knew  or  thought  was  an 
advocate  of  the  sales  tax.  Ironically,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  addressing 
a  State  Federation  of  Labor  is  surely  a  novelty 
■ — I  am  sure  you  all  agree  on  that,  but  he,  inci- 
dentally, is  in  favor  of  a  sales  tax.  If  you 
analyze  Senator  Powers'  speech  you  will  find 
that  he  actually  made  a  pitch  for  the  sales  tax. 

From  the  Floor:  Mr.  Chairman,  the  speaker 
is  out  of  order.  Senator  Powers  made  no  men- 
tion of  the  sales  tax. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  It  will  appear  on  the 
record.  Delegate  Govoni  will  proceed.  Might 
I  say  you  have  one  minute  to  conclude  your 
remarks. 

Delegate  Govoni :  If  you  analyze  Senator 
Powers'  speech  you  will  find  that  he  approved 
the  policies  of  the  Governor  of  our  Common- 
wealth, his  _  aid  to  education,  his  aid  to  the 
mental  hospitals  which  involve  the  sales  tax  as 
a  source  of  revenue  to  accomplish  these  aids. 
He  did  not  specifically  say  that  he  was  opposed 
to  the  sales  tax.     You  all  heard  his  speech. 

If  we  do  not  have  a  sales  tax  and  a  gradu- 
ated tax  is  brought  about  that  would  be  similar 
to  your  federal  tax,  and  I  think  you  all  know 
that  you  start  paying  on  income  after  $600 
on  the  federal  level.  In  order  to  raise  64  million 
dollars  they  would  no  doubt  have  to  start  taxing 
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incomes  above  $600  and  you  can  rest  assured 
of  that.  If  they  don't  get  that,  they  will  tax 
savings  accounts  and  that  will  be  handed  on  to 
the  housewife  who  was  suffering  over  here  a 
minute  ago — and  insurance  policies  the  same 
way.  The  same  housewife  will  suffer  under 
that.  Any  way  they  tax  the  public  it  will  trickle 
down  to  us  the  working  people  and  with  the 
three  per  cent  sales  tax  at  least  you  know  what 
you  are  going  to  pay. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  will  now 
recognize  the  delegate  on  mike  on  my  right.  Your 
name  and  local. 

Delegate  Henahan  (Local  No.  1496,  Boston): 
Mr.  Chairman,  and  fellow  delegates,  I  rise  at 
this  time  to  oppose  the  recommendation  of  your 
committee.  I  firmly  believe,  being  a  public  em- 
ployee, I  feel  the  pinch  of  depleted  treasuries, 
and  I  think  all  my  fellow  delegates  here  in  the 
same  category  of  employment  feel  the  same. 

Now,  I  am  a  labor  man  since  1912,  since  I 
had  the  great  pleasure  of  joining  589  at  its  in- 
ception. I  am  no  stranger  to  the  labor  move- 
ment. I  have  made  many  contributions  to  it. 
I  have  raised  a  family  of  six  children  who  are 
all  home  owners  right  now  in  Greater  Boston, 
with  15  grandchildren,  and  I  know  from  per- 
sonal experience  the  amount  of  hardships  or 
so-called  hardships  that  would  be  borne  by  the 
housewife  if  this  proposed  sales  tax  goes 
through. 

Now,  to  my  mind  it  is  the  easiest  tax  to  pay 
that  there  is.  Let  me  make  a  few  comparisons 
and  I  hope  that  any  member  here  will  not  take 
it  as  an  insult  to  their  organization.  I  am  just 
pointing  out  a  fact  that  happened  here  a  year 
ago.  You  all  remember  the  bakery  drivers  got 
a  substantial  increase  and  good  luck  to  them — 
and  I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  it — but  im- 
mediately after  that  increase  went  into  effect, 
the  price  of  bread  went  up,  two  to  three  cents 
a  loaf.  Now,  I  ask  you  in  all  fairness,  is  there 
any  greater  necessity  than  a  loaf  of  bread? 

To  this  so-called  harassed  housewife  that  is 
thrown  before  you  for  your  consideration,  multi- 
ply two  by — we  will  say  as  a  loaf  of  bread  went 
up  two  cents  that  is  about  ten  or  twelve  per 
cent  on  one  item,  and  something  that  can't  be 
gotten  along  without.  You  can  say  the  same 
about  milk,  meat,  fish  and  everything  else  that 
goes  on  your  table.  Now  the  producers  and  the 
handlers  of  those  foods  were  the  recipients  of 
better  wages  during  the  past  few  years,  and 
there  was  no  great  amount  of  objections  on  the 
part  of  this  State  Federation  or  the  Central 
Labor  Unions  or  the  Legislature  in  trying  to 
prevent  these  increases  on  the  necessaries  of 
life.  In  this  three  per  cent  limited  sales  tax 
we  are  not  taxing  any  of  those  items.  That  has 
been  jacked  up  in  the  price  by  the  producers,  so 
that  anybody  who  holds  that  out  as  an  argument 
against  the  sales  tax  is  looking  at  it  from  the 
wrong  viewpoint.  I  contend  that — again  I  re- 
peat myself — that  it  is  the  easiest  form  of  tax 
we  can  raise.  We  in  Boston  have  asked  for  a 
payroll  tax  for  all  those  who  are  coming  in  from 
outside  of  Boston  and  enjoying  the  privileges 
and  the  betterments  and  the  facilities  of  Boston 
to  pay  something  toward  the  upkeep  of  Boston. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  May  I  remind  the  dele- 
gate you  have  one  minute. 

Delegate  Henahan:  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  I  will  try  to  do  that.  Nobody  outside 
of  Boston  wants  to  tax  their  constituents  for  the 
privilege  of  coming  in  to  Boston.  Then  I  ask 
you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates,  what  other 
form  of  taxation  can  we  impose?  Do  you  want 
to  impose  more  taxes  on  the  harassed  home 
owner  or  do  you  want  the  rent  payers  to  pay 
all  of  it?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  since  rent  con- 
trol has  been  taken  off  in  many  many  instances 
rents  have  gone  up  60  to  70  to  100  per  cent, 
and  there  is  nothing  we  can  do  about  it,  and 
the  Legislature  is  not  trying  to  do  anything 
about  it.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates. 


Vice  President  Pratt:  For  what  purpose  does 
the  delegate  rise? 

Delegate  Porter:  I  rise  to  ask  parliamentary 
inquiry.  Will  the  Chair  ascertain  on  which  side 
of  the  question  the  speakers  are  and  see  that  the 
speakers  are  assigned  equal  time  on  both  sides 
of  the  question? 

Vice  President  Pratt:  I  believe  that  that  is  a 
fair  request.  I  would  ask  those  who  are  oppo- 
nents to  the  committee's  report  to  take  the 
microphone  at  my  left.  Those  who  favor  the 
committee's  report  to  take  the  microphone  at  my 
right.  In  that  way  the  Chair  can  alternate  and 
give  everyone  a  fair  share. 

Delegate  Higgins:  Mr.  Chairman,  will  you  re- 
peat the  committee's  final  action  so  everybody 
will  know  what  they  are  talking  about. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee is  in  opposition  to  the  sales  tax,  if  you 
want  it  in  a  very  few  words. 

Delegate  Carroll  (Cement  Masons  Union, 
Boston)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  a  bit  of 
information.  Would  somebody  read  the  resolves? 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  resolves  were  read 
before  the  convention  recessed  on  all  resolutions. 
The  action  of  the  committee  is  in  favor  of 
resolutions  Nos.  17  and  26,  and  in  opposition 
to   resolutions    Nos.    19,    20,   21,   22,   23   and  30. 

Delegate  Carroll:  Am  I  right  in  assuming 
that  a  part  of  the  committee's  recommendation 
is  that  this  subject  be  referred  to  the  merger 
convention  ? 

Vice  President  Pratt:  There  was  nothing  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  refer- 
ral. It  was  a  direct  report  of  the  committee. 
The  Chair  recognizes  the  delegate  on  the  micro- 
phone at  my  left. 

Delegate  McCloskey  (Boston  Central  Labor 
Union)  :  I  oppose  the  committee's  report.  I  am 
very  sorry  that  I  have  to  oppose  the  committee's 
report  but  I  am  representing  the  Boston  Central 
Labor  Union.  As  you  know,  eighteen  months 
ago  we  had  a  meeting  and  they  had  the  votes 
there  not  to  oppose  a  limited  three  per  cent  sales 
tax.     Here  is  the  position  that  I  am  in. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  For  what  purpose  does 
the  delegate  rise? 

From  the  Floor:  I  rise  to  challenge  the  re- 
marks of  Delegate  McCloskey  with  regard  to 
the  action  taken  at  the  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union  a  year  and  a  half  ago  and  tell  him  di- 
rectly, and  this  Convention,  that  the  Central 
Labor  Unions  voted  to  take  no  action  on  the 
sales  tax.  I  was  there  and  I  know  what  I'm 
talking  about. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  is  not  in  a 
position  to  rule  on  the  point  raised.  Continue 
Delegate  McCloskey. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  In  our  particular  organi- 
zation nothing  is  as  permanent  as  change.  I 
remember  one  time  the  Building  Trades  were 
the  big  organization  in  this  Federation.  Then 
came  the  Teamsters  and  now  it's  the  public  em- 
ployee, and  the  public  employee  is  the  one  who 
is  suffering  because  there  is  no  money  in  the 
Commonwealth  and  in  the  city  of  Boston  and 
all  the  other  municipalities.  They  asked  me  to 
be  their  spokesman.  We  have  got  the  Fire  De- 
partment in  the  city  of  Boston  with  an  $800 
raise  and  rightfully  so.  We  got  the  M.T.A., 
and  I  don't  think  they  got  a  fair  shake,  and 
rightfully   so. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Will  the  delegates  be 
in  order.  If  they  are  in  disagreement  with  re- 
marks being  made,  they  can  have  their  chance 
at  the  microphone. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  Thank  you,  I  am  not 
very  popular  with  the  delegates,  I  can  see  that. 
I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  seeing  the  public 
employees  get  some  money. 

Delegate  Higgins:   Point  of  information. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  What  is  your  point 
of  information? 

Delegate  Higgins:  Everybody  in  this  hall  that 
has    ever    read    anything    that   came   out    of   the 
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Governor's  office  knows  that  the  sales  tax  is 
supposed  to  relieve  the  burden  of  the  real  estate 
owner,  not  for  the  benefit  of  municipal  em- 
ployees. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Your  point  of  informa- 
tion is  actually  making  a  statement.      Proceed. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  We  are  in  a  financial 
crisis  in  the  city  of  Boston.  The  small  home 
owner— guys  like  myself — that  get  very  small 
pay — I  bought  a  small  home.  Not  being  a  vet- 
eran, I  had  to  borrow  money  from  my  family, 
and  by  doing  that  I  paid  $68  a  month.  I  now 
pay  $105,  due  to  the  real  estate  taxes.  I  own 
an  automobile,  which  is  a  necessity.  I  pay  the 
gasoline  tax.  I  pay  an  enormous  excise  tax.  In 
other  words,  thousands  of  countless  of  our  rank 
and  file  membership  are  up  against  the  same 
situation. 

Vice   President   Pratt:   You  have   one  minute. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  Delegates  to  this  con- 
vention, I  don't  want  you  to  feel  anything  per- 
sonal with  me  because  of  my  fight  with  Mr. 
Callahan  yesterday. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Please  confine  your  re- 
marks which  are  on  the  report  of  the  Resolu- 
tions Committee. 

Delegate  McCloskey:  Mr.  Chairman,  there 
may  _  be  payless  days  for  State,  County  and 
Municipal  Employees,  and  they  are  a  part  of 
our  labor  movement,  and  all  public  employees 
are  going  to  suffer. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  I  will  ask  the  conven- 
tion again  to  be  in  order  so  that  each  delegate 
may  have  his  allotted  time  without  interruption. 
The  Chair  will  now  recognize  the  delegate  from 
the  mike  at  my  right. 

Delegate  Bolk  (Papermakers,  Local  No.  431, 
Gardner)  :  I  wish  to  say  right  here  and  now  that 
I  am  opposed  to  sales  tax  in  any  form.  I  am 
a  father  of  five  children.  I  work  in  a  mill.  I 
come  up  from  in  the  country,  back  in  the  hills 
of  Massachusetts.  I  don't  understand  you  people 
from  the  big  city  but  listen  to  a  boy  from  the 
country   if  you   will. 

I  bought  a  home — I  happen  to  be  a  veteran 
— and  got  a  G.I.  loan.  As  a  matter  of  fact  for 
the  previous  speaker's  information,  I  am  a  vet- 
eran of  World  War  II  and  Korean  War  also. 
I  want  to  say  this  to  you:  that  with  the  real 
estate  tax  and  with  the  car  tax,  the  excise  tax, 
with  the  food  tax,  and  every  other  tax,  I  am  in 
taxes  up  to  here  and  so  are  my  people  up  there 
in  that  small  community.  Don't  try  to  tell  me 
that  a  three  per  cent  sales  tax  is  going  to  help 
me.  The  only  thing  I  can  say  about  your  three 
per  cent  sales  tax  is  this :  Three  per  cent  is 
three  cents  on  the  dollar.  That  is  four  less  than 
the  Romans  had  to  pay  Judas  for  his  great  be- 
trayal. If  that  is  the  price  for  somebody  to 
wiggle  his  way  into  a  political  job,  we  don't 
want  to  see  it.  To  sell  the  other  people  in  this 
convention  down  the  river  for  a  state  job  for 
three  cents  on  every  lousy  dollar.  This  is  my 
first  convention — you  can  bet  your  life  brothers 
that  it  isn't  going  to  be  my  last. 

Let  me  close  in  saying,  I  don't  need  five 
minutes  to  expose  this  little  bit  of  chicanery 
that  is  going  on  here,  I  can  do  it  in  four  and 
one-half.  I  wish  to  paraphrase  a  quote  from  a 
speech  by  the  great  Patrick  Henry,  "Caesar 
had  his  Brutus,  Charles  his  Cromwell,"  and  the 
labor  movement  has  some  people  who  would  sell 
themselves  for  a  three  per  cent  tax. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  at  this  time 
will  recognize  the  delegate  at  the  mike  on  my 
left.     Your  name  and  local,  please. 

Delegate  Hudson  (Local  No.  218,  Boston)  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  say  at  this  time 
that  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  union  for  38 
years  and  I  am  a  financial  secretary,  and  I  am 
a  veteran  of  World  War  I,  long  before  the  pre- 
vious speaker  knew  what  the  war  was,  probably. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  stood  on  the  floor  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  House  one  hundred  per 
cent  behind  Governor  Furcolo.     I  stand  here  to- 


night and  stand  beside  Governor  Furcolo.  I  live 
in  a  city  where  we  have  a  pay-as-you-go  policy, 
where  we  owe  no  man  anything — the  city  of 
Melrose.  When  we  build  a  school  we  build  it 
out  of  the  taxpayers  money.  I  own  a  four  room 
home  in  Melrose  and  pay  $540  taxes.  How  long 
am  I  going  to  continue  to  pay  this  tax?  I  say 
to  you  here  tonight,  the  sales  tax  is  the  only 
solution  for  Massachusetts.  You  must  agree 
with  me  and  Governor  Furcolo.  Why  do  you 
vote  for  him  for?  I  am  neither  Republican  nor 
Democrat.  I  am  an  Independent  and  I  have 
the  courage  of  my  convictions. 

I  was  in  St.  Louis  a  little  while  ago  when  I 
had  to  pay  44  cents  every  day  I  spent  in  a  room, 
which  was  a  sales  tax.  How  is  Massachusetts 
going  to  live  if  we  don't  have  some  way  to  re- 
lease the  real  estate  owner?  I  am  a  real  estate 
owner,  ever  since  we  were  married.  I  hope  the 
delegates  here  tonight,  in  fairness  to  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  to  the  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts and  his  good  intentions,  will  vote  to  ap- 
prove the  sales  tax  and  for  your  kind  considera- 
tion let  me  say,  thank  you. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  For  what  purpose  does 
the  delegate  rise? 

Delegate  (Electrical  Workers,  437):  I  move 
for  the  previous  question. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chairman  at  this 
time  will  not  entertain  that  motion  because  we 
have  many  delegates  before  the  microphones  and 
as  far  as  the  Chair  is  concerned  each  and  every 
one  of  them  will  be  heard  as  long  as  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  delegates. 

Delegate  Porter  (Worcester  Laborers,  Local 
No.  243):  I  move  that  the  vote  on  this  matter 
be  taken  at  6:30  p.m.,  unless  sooner  reached. 

From  the  Floor:   Seconded. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  That  leaves  thirty  min* 
utes.  The  controlling  body  here  are  you  dele- 
gates. The  Chair  is  going  to  accept  the  motion 
for  the  limitation  of  debate  and  the  taking  of 
the  vote  at  6:30.  If  you  so  desire  that  will  be 
it. 

Delegate  Hogan:  I  would  like  to  ask  a  point 
of  information.  If  you  are  going  to  limit  this 
debate  are  you  going  to  give  President  Callahan 
and  Ken  Kelley  the  opportunity  to  speak?  I 
think  it  is  proper  that  you  give  them  that  oppor- 
tunity. 

Delegate  Gibbons  (Street  Carmen's  Union, 
Boston)  :  I  move  at  this  time  that  the  speakers 
be   limited  to  the  three  minutes  instead  of  five. 

From  the  Floor:    Second  the  motion. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  motion  before  the 
house  is  that  debate  be  limited  and  that  the  vote 
on  the  Resolutions  Committee  report  be  taken  at 
6:30  p.m.  unless  sooner  reached.  As  many  as 
are  in  favor  of  that  motion  will  please  manifest 
by  saying  "aye."  Opposed?  It  is  a  vote  and 
so  ordered,  and  the  vote  on  this  question  will  be 
taken  at  the  hour  of  6:30. 

The  Chair  at  this  time  will  recognize  the  dele- 
gate at  the  microphone  on  my  right. 

From  the  Floor:  Point  of  information.  The 
brother  delegate  suggested  Brothers  Kelley  and 
Callahan  having  an  opportunity  to  speak.  I  sug- 
gest that  they  should  speak  first  in  order  that 
they  can  be  assured  of  addressing  the  assembly. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  If  I  might  say  to  the 
delegates,  far  be  it  from  the  Chair  to  determine 
who  the  three  delegates  at  each  microphone 
should  be.  At  this  time  the  Chair  will  recognize 
the  delegate  at  the  microphone  on  my  right. 

Delegate  Lavigne  (Brockton  Central  Labor 
Union)  :  1  am  speaking  in  favor  of  the  report 
of  the  committee.  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates 
to  this  convention.  A  year  ago  we  toured  the 
state  in  response  to  the  wishes  of  the  Federation 
of  Labor;  calling  upon  our  people  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion which  opposed  a  sales  tax.  I  found  out 
at  that  time,  by  doing  a  little  research,  some 
of  the  problems  that  have  brought  about  the 
necessity  in  this   state  for  the  call  by  the   poli- 
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ticians  for  such  a  tax  as  the  sales  tax.  I  looked 
into  the  problems  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  their 
real  estate  assessing  practices  and  the  abatement 
racket  going  on  which  represents  $7.33  on  last 
year's  tax  rate. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  vicious  practice 
that  has  gone  on  for  over  thirty  years  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  it  has  gone  on  unabated 
despite  the  fact  that  administration  after  ad- 
ministration has  been  keenly  aware  of  the  prob- 
lem. Mayor  Hynes  on  assuming  office  in  1950 
in  his  inaugural  address  recognized  the  problem 
and  said  that  the  assessors  which  he  would  ap- 
point would  be  compelled  to  adopt  new  practices; 
to  levy  only  fair  assessments  on  all  property, 
thus  prevent  and  overcome  the  tax  abatement 
racket.  But  under  Mayor  Hynes,  the  tax  abate- 
ment racket  went  on  in  the  city  of  Boston  to 
greater  extent  than  it  ever  existed  under  any 
of  his  predecessors.  What  they  seek  in  the  city 
of  Boston  is  the  sales  tax  to  offset  this  vicious 
abatement   practice. 

Let  me  recite  for  you  some  of  the  abatements 
in  Boston  last  year  and  then  read  a  statement 
by  a  priest  at  a  convention.  Abatements  looked 
for  by  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company, 
eight  million  dollars,  plus  one  million  in  interest 
on  personal  property  taxes  for  the  years  from 
1944  to  1951.  Then  they  also  have  petitions  for 
abatements  for  1952  and  1953.  and  these  are 
still  before  the  Appellate  Tax  Board. 

Let's  look  a  little  further.  We  find  the  New 
England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  for 
the  years  1949,  1950,  1951,  1952  and  1953 
seeking  an  abatement  of  18  million  one  hundred 
forty  thousand.  Already  it  has  been  decided 
that  their  properties  were  11  million  one  hun- 
dred forty  thousand  over-assessed.  Federated 
Department  Stores,  William  Filene's  and  Sons 
Division — there  they  are  seeking  abatements  for 
properties  which  they  have  acquired  of  over  24 
million  six  hundred  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
The  North  Station  Hotel  building,  or  the  Hotel 
Manger,  they  sought  abatements  on  assessment 
of  seven  million  two  hundred  thousand,  and  they 
look  for  a  million  dollars  in  abatement.  The 
R.  H.  Stearns  Company,  the  State  Street  Trust 
Company,  Webster  Atlas  Building,  and  the 
Bradford  Hotel  in  which  we  will  meet  tomorrow 
— all  of  these  in  the  same  category. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  impressed  by  a 
statement  made  by  a  priest,  the  Reverend  Father 
Donahue,  a  Lather,  speaking  at  the  Lather's 
convention  about  the  plight  of  labor  in  this  na- 
tion. He  is  telling  about  industry  looking  for 
right-to-work  laws  with  which  to  shackle  labor. 
He  stated  "their  house  is  so  unclean."  "These 
hypocrites  are  having  a  great  dav  as  they  seek 
to  destroy  the  workers'  organizations  at  a  time 
when  according  to  the  records  of  the  Internal 
Revenue  Department  they  have  stolen  $279 
million  dollars  in  withholding  taxes  from  the 
U.  S.  Government,  and  in  the  state  of  Illinois 
alone,  the  retail  merchants  have  stolen  24  and 
one-half  million  in  state  sales  tax.  It  is  the  old 
case  of  the  pickpocket  hollering  'Catch  the  thief.' 
as  he   seeks  to   distract  the  law  from  himself." 

I  am  opposed  to  giving  these  people  any  more 
money  to  fight  labor  with  right-to-work  legisla- 
tion. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  will  now 
recognize  the  delegate  at  the  microphone  on  my 
left. 

Delegate  Burgess  (Bartenders,  Local  No.  34. 
Boston)  :  It  seems  nice  to  listen  to  the  pro  and 
con  of  this  controversy.  The  music  that  goes 
along  with  it  is  a  little  deafening  but  that  goes 
along  with  it  too.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are 
carrying  the  ball  here  for  a  situation  that  hap- 
pened many,  many  months  ago.  We  have  taken 
the  ball  and  we  are  carrying  it.  It's  been 
passed  to  us  and  we  have  nothing  else  to  do 
with  it.  It  was  passed  in  the  legislature  to  per- 
haps representatives  who  represent  us  on  a  legis- 


lative committee.  We  went  along  as  best  we 
could  with  it.  However,  since  that  time  the 
political  situation  has  been  changed.  The  powers 
that  be  in  this  state  also  have  changed  their 
mind  with  relation  to  a  sales  tax.  Due  to  the 
commitments  and  the  accusations  they  have  made 
in  the  past,  it  is  very  hard  for  them  to  save  face 
now  and  come  out  and  say  that  they  need  it. 
Many  months  ago  if  we  passed  the  sales  tax, 
the  Mayor  of  this  city  of  Boston  would  have 
60  per  cent  of  his  troubles  over;  but  we  didn't 
do  it.  It  was  defeated.  This  opposition  was  a 
very  respected  politician  who  spoke  to  this  con- 
vention yesterday,  John  Powers,  a  fine  man — 
if  we  didn't  think  he  was  we  wouldn't  have 
him  here  speaking  to  us.  I  would  say  that 
John  Powers  in  his  speech  yesterday,  90  per 
cent  of  it  came  from  the  heart,  and  allowing 
10  per  cent  zealous  talk.  You  reporters  don't 
tell  him  I  called  him  a  10  per  cent  liar.  He  is 
entitled  to  a  90  per  cent  honesty  and  everybody 
is  entitled  to  a  little  zealous  talk,  especially  a 
politician.  Johnny  Powers  needs  this  sales  tax 
just  as  much  as  every  citizen  in  the  state  and 
if  he  has  any  intentions  of  ever  becoming  the 
mayor  of  this  city  he  needs  it  like  a  baby  needs 
diapers.  You  can't  send  a  man  in  to  do  a  job 
with  a  deficit  such  as  he  will  face  or  any  other 
man  that  is  going  in  to  replace  the  present 
mayor,  who  I  understand  is  all  taken  care  of 
now  politically.  You  can't  send  him  in  without 
the  tools  to  work  with. 

From  the  Floor:  Point  of  order. 

Vice  President  Pratt:   State  your  point. 

From  the  Floor:  I  would  like  to  have  the 
speaker  confine  his  remarks  to  the  sales  tax  and 
not  to  the  city  of  Boston.  This  is  a  state  sales 
tax  and  not  a  Boston  tax. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair  the  delegate  was  in  order  because  this  is 
a  very  broad  question.     Proceed. 

Delegate  Burgess:  We  keep  harping  on  the 
property.  If  figures  were  given  out,  the  tax- 
payer, the  rent  payer  is  the  man  who  pays  the 
taxes;  let's  not  kid  ourselves.  You  may  rent 
an  apartment  from  me — do  you  think  I  am  go- 
ing to  pay  the  taxes  on  that?  The  rent  is  going 
to  go  up.     The  consumer  pays  all  the  bills. 

I  think  it  is  perfectly  understood  that  it  is  a 
limited  sales  tax  and  if  we  are  going  to  pass 
a  tax  we  expect  people  to  be  vigilant.  If  we  let 
them  increase  it  or  increase  the  commodities  on 
which  it  is  collected,  then  it's  our  fault.  If  any 
one  of  your  locals  was  in  the  red  ten  thousand 
dollars,  and  some  member  made  a  motion  and 
wanted  to  increase  benefits  or  increase  dues  so 
that  you  would  get  it,  what  would  you  do? 
Would  you  say,  I  am  not  going  to  give  you  any 
more  money — go  out  and  get  it  yourself? 

Delegate  Loughlin:  Mr.  Chairman,  a  point  of 
information,  the  speaker  did  not  tell  you  that 
the  Hotel,  Restaurant  and  Bartenders  conven- 
tion last  June  in  Northampton  practically  unani- 
mously went  on  record  against  the  sales  tax  and 
Lou  Govoni  was  there  and  he  was  the  only  one 
who  voted  for  the  sales  tax. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  delegate  is  not 
asking  the  question,  he  is  making  a  statement. 
The  Chair  now  recognizes  the  delegate  at  the 
microphone  at  my  right. 

Delegate  Broyer  (Local  No.  612,  Cambridge): 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  voted  with  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  to 
oppose  the  sales  tax.  I  am  a  State,  County  and 
Municipal  employee.  I  am  a  legislative  agent 
as  of  tonight  for  the  State  Labor  Council.  I 
fought  for  a  pay  raise  bill  for  the  State,  County 
and  Municipal  employees.  I  went  to  the  City 
Hall  for  the  city  of  Boston  employees  with 
John  Callahan,  William  Ward  and  others,  but 
it  was  very  interesting  here  today  to  hear  some 
of  these  labor  leaders — and  I  am  not  going  into 
personalities — who  never  went  down  to  the  City 
Hall,  who  have  talked  out  of  both  sides  of  their 
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mouth  on  the  issue  of  getting  a  pay  raise.  Now 
they  come  up  here  and  cry  about  it.  There  was 
on  the  ballot,  Question  No.  4,  the  people  in  the 
city  of  Boston  voted  for  it.  The  city  of  Boston 
employees  are  going  to  get  a  pay  raise.  _  Mayor 
Hynes  says  that  they  are  going  to  get  it.  He 
needs  money  and  I  think  he  will  get  it  out  of 
>he  John  Hancock  and  these  other  new  buildings 
going  up.  I  was  with  Johnny  Powers  in  the 
last  mayor's  election  and  I  was  willing  to  op- 
pose the  sales  tax.  I  will  be  with  him  this  time 
for  mayor.  I  think  if  he  needed  money  and 
needed  the  sales  tax,  he  is  well  equipped  to 
speak   for  himself. 

I  want  to  say  this  is  an  unfair  tax;  it's  un- 
fair to  the  poor,  it's  unfair  to  the  working 
people;  it's  a  vicious  tax;  it's  for  a  chosen  few. 
I  am  not  going  into  personalities,  but  there  are 
a  few  who  want  a  sales  tax — the  mayors  in  the 
cities  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
I  say  to  you,  city  employees,  when  these  mayors 
get  it,  you  get  your  raise,  but  they  will  purchase 
new  fire  equipment,  build  new  structures  and 
different  other  things.  They  ask  you,  "Where 
are  we  going  to  get  the  money?"  There  is 
Mayor  Lawler  of  New  Bedford,  he  said,  "I 
want  to  say  to  you,  Jimmy  Broyer,  if  we  give 
the  firemen  and  school  teachers  an  increase,  we 
are  going  to  give  you  members  a  substantial 
increase."  I  have  a  clipping  where  he  proposed 
that  the  New  Bedford  city  employees  get  a  $15 
a  week  increase. 

I  have  been  on  the  Barrington  Appeal  Board 
and  I  voted  for  five  and  one-half  million  dollars 
in  increases  for  thirty-four  out  of  thirty-five 
hundred  people. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  You  have  one  minute 
left,  delegate. 

Delegate  Broyer:  I  would  like  to  yield  my 
minute  to  the  next  speaker  on  this  side  of  the 
mike,  who  will  be  President  Callahan.  Thank 
you. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  at  this  time 
will  now  recognize  the  speaker  at  the  mike  on 
my  left. 

Delegate  Tieso  (Local  No.  296,  AFSC&ME, 
Boston)  :  I  am  not  going  to  bore  you  with  five 
minutes  talk,  but  I  want  you  to  know  this.  Re- 
member the  State,  County  and  Municipal  em- 
ployees are  fighting  for  the  right  to  live.  They 
come  here  today  having  paid  their  per  capita 
tax.  _  Now  this  afternoon,  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
are  willing  to  help  the  weak  when  we  are  strong. 
We  have  got  to  have  revenue  coming  in  to  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  and  to  the  cities  and 
towns.  I  am  through,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  bear 
this_  in  mind;  the  public  employee  has  the  right 
to  live,  and  if  there  is  any  consideration  in  this 
matter  of  a  sales  tax  are  you  going  to  say  to 
us,  "eat  stone,"  when  we  ask  for  bread? 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  at  this  time, 
because  _  of  the  position  he  holds  within  the 
Federation,  and  the  work  he  has  done  for  the 
Federation,  is  going  to  recognize  President 
John   A.    Callahan. 

President  Callahan:  Mr.  Chairman,  delegates, 
I  rise  at  this  particular  moment  because  some- 
thing that  affects  each  and  every  man  and 
woman  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
is  being  debated  here  this  evening.  An  unfair 
taxation  program  that  might  reach  into  every- 
body's pockets  and  take  from  them  that  which 
they  are  least  able  to  pay. 

We  meet  here  in  the  72nd  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  here  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts.  As  the  curtain 
comes  down  upon  the  final  conclusion  of  our 
convention,  we  reach  the  stage  when  we  say  to 
the  people  we  represented  for  nigh  on  to  71 
years,  "We  are  not  going  to  fight  for  your 
interests  any  longer."  I  have  heard  them  speak 
about  Boston,  but  there  are  other  cities,  Lowell, 
Lawrence,  Haverhill,  Fall  River  and  New  Bed- 
ford and  others.  There  are  other  places  besides 
Boston.     If   Boston   has   placed   themselves   in   a 


financially  embarrassing  position,  that  they  can't 
get  out  of  it,  then  it  is  not  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  in  Massachusetts  to  pick  up  the  tab  for 
them. 

Last  year,  Ken  Kelley,  Frank  Lavigne  and  I 
went  through  the  state  in  our  opposition  to  a 
sales  tax.  At  the  time  we  were  informed  by 
statistics,  accumulated  by  those  that  should 
know,  that  it  was  going  to  cost  each  and  every 
individual  in  the  state  about  $25  per  year  to 
meet  the  cost  of  the  three  per  cent  sales  tax. 
Since  then  you  well  know  that  the  cost  of  liv- 
ing has  gone  up.  Who  does  it  affect? — each  and 
every  working  man  and  working  woman  sit- 
ting here  in  this  convention  hall  and  the  other 
members  of  organized  labor.  Has  the  time  come 
when  we  in  closing  days  of  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  are  going  to  say — no 
longer  do  we  accept  your  constitution,  no  longer 
do  we  accept  what  you  have  fought  for  all  these 
many  years?  No,  we  are  going  to  have  a  sales 
tax  placed  upon  the  working  people,  men  and 
women  who  can  least  afford  to  pay  it. 

My  friends,  I  say  to  you  and  in  all  sincerity, 
I  am  a  working  man  and  I  don't  have  a  five 
dollar  bill  more  than  any  man  out  in  that 
hall.  I  say  to  you  in  all  sincerity,  in  all 
honesty,  this  is  the  most  unfair  piece  of  legis- 
lation that  anybody  in  public  life  could  ever 
try  to  impose  upon  the  working  people  of  our 
state. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  You  have  one  minute 
left,   President  Callahan. 

President  Callahan:  Now  we  get  down  to 
sincere  trade  unionists,  defeat  the  sales  tax  here 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  Walk 
out  of  here  tonight  with  your  head  on  high  and 
say:  "we  in  Massachusetts  who  have  served 
you  as  officers  will  never  place  upon  you  a 
sales  tax  that  will  affect  each  and  every  work- 
ing man  in  our  state."    Thank  you. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Delegates,  under  the 
vote  that  was  taken  here  approximately  thirty 
minutes  ago,  the  hour  of  6:30  has  now  arrived, 
and  the  Chair  is  duty-bound  to  proceed  with  the 
vote. 

(Delegate  John  Walsh,  Rec.  Secretary,  Salem 
C.L.U.,  instructed  by  over  8,000  members  to 
vote  against  a  sales  tax.) 

(Nello  Richardi,  Bus.  Representative  Hassett 
Lodge,  1420,  I.A.M.,  was  instructed  to  record 
them  as  against  the  sales  tax.) 

From  the  Floor:   Point  of  personal  privilege. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  delegate's  name 
has  not  been  mentioned  to  be  entitled  to  a 
point  of  personal  privilege.  For  what  purpose 
does   the  delegate  at  the  microphone  rise? 

Delegate  Morrissey:  (Meat  Cutters,  Local  2, 
Natick.)  I  ask  to  extend  the  time  to  7  o'clock 
for  Brother  Kelley  to  speak  on  the  sales  tax 
resolutions  and  any  other  delegate  who  desires 
to    speak. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  time  of  6:30  has 
arrived  and  unless  there  is  further  action  by 
this  delegate  body,  this  motion  is  going  to  be 
put  without  further  discussion.  Are  you  ready 
for  the  question?  In  order  that  there  be  no 
misunderstanding,  the  Chair  is  going  to  ask  for 
a  standing  vote  in  which  a  count  will  be  made 
by  counters  assigned  by  the  Chair.  I  ask  every 
delegate  wherever  possible  to  find  a  place  where 
he  can  be  seated  so  that  a  proper  and  accurate 
count  may  be  made.  For  those  delegates  who 
may  be  in  the  hall  outside  the  door,  I  ask  that 
they_  come  in  here  and  find  a  place  to  stand 
or   sit. 

Delegate  Govoni :  I  doubt  that  all  the  people 
in  this  hall  are  delegates.  There  are  many 
without  badges.  Some  with  guest  badges.  I 
question  even  some  of  the  blue  delegate  bad- 
ges.   I  move  that  we  have  a  roll  call  vote. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  I  believe  that  a  fair 
and  honest  detemination  can  be  made  with  a 
roll  call. 

Delegate    Hogan:    Mr.    Chairman,   I    rise    for 
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the  purpose  of  reconsideration  of  the  question. 
I  voted  in  the  affirmative.  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reconsidering  the  previous  vote  that  lim- 
ited the  debate  to  6:30  and  I  move  that  we  ex- 
tend this  debate  five  minutes  to  give  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  Legislative  Agent  Kelley  an 
opportunity  to  speak.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  it 
is  an  insult  to  his  intelligence  not  to  be  given 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  and  I  move  the  re- 
consideration. May  I  have  a  ruling  on  my  ques- 
tion? 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  motion  has  not  yet 
been  recognized  by  the  Chair  and  no  motion 
will  be  recognized  until  we  have  it  quiet.  Will 
the  delegates  give  their  attention? 

Delegate  Hogan  (Carpenters,  177,  Spring- 
field) :  I  asked  for  a  few  minutes  of  this  conven- 
tion's time.  You  have  had  a  long  debate  and  I 
appreciate  the  fact  that  we  all  want  to  get  out 
of  here,  but  I  believe  it  is  an  insult  to  elected 
officials  of  this  organization  if  we  do  not  give 
the  two  principal  officers  of  this  organization  a 
chance  to  talk  on  this  subject.  For  that  reason  I 
move,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  reconsideration  of  the 
previous  motion  in  order  to  give  Ken  Kelley  five 
minutes  to  state  his  views  on  this  important 
question. 

From  the  Floor:  Seconded. 

Delegate  DeAndrade  (Printing  Pressmen,  Lo- 
cal No.  3)  :  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My  point 
is  that  the  motion  is  out  of  order.  A  motion 
was  made  and  seconded  here  with  all  due  rever- 
ence to  Secretary  Kelley  that  the  debate  be 
extended  to  6:30  p.m.  and  the  vote  taken.  That 
is  my  point  of  order. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Your  point  is  well 
taken.  We  will  now  proceed  with  the  vote.  The 
action  is  on  concurrence  in  the  Resolution  Com- 
mitee's   report. 

Delegate  Sullivan  (Meat  Cutters,  Local  No. 
2,  Natick)  :  Point  of  order.  I  would  like  to  know 
how  you  are  going  to  vote  on  this?  I  am  asking 
for  a  point  of  information  for  all  of  the  dele- 
gates present  here  and  those  out  in  the  hall  who 
wish  to  be  counted  one  way  or  the  other. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  For  the  information  of 
the  delegates,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Chair  to 
take  this  vote  by  a  show  of  hands  and  there 
will  be  counters  who  will  count  every  delegate 
who  wishes  to  be  counted. 

Delegate  Govoni:  Do  you  refuse  my  motion 
for  a  roll  call  vote? 

Vice  President  Pratt:  I  have  not  accepted  a 
motion  for  a  roll  call  vote.  We  know  that  would 
take  a  matter  of  between  two  and  three  hours. 
Now  we  have  had  a  long  and  trying  day  and  I 
hope  that  the  delegates  will  go  along  with  the 
Chair  so  that  we  can  complete  the  business  of 
the  convention.  The  Chair  has  appointed  six 
Vice  Presidents  to  take  the  count  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  am  going  to  ask  that  all  delegates  hold 
their  hands  up  until  they  are  sure  that  their 
vote  has  been  taken  by  the  appointed  tellers. 
The  vote  is  now  about  to  be  taken.  The  action 
comes  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  your 
Resolution  Committee.^  The  report  of  the  Reso- 
lution Committee  is  in  opposition  to  the  sales 
tax.  All  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  com- 
mittee's report  will  hold  their  hands  up  until 
counted. 

(Whereupon  a  vote  was  taken  on  the  ac- 
ceptance  of   the  committee's    report.) 

Vice  President  Pratt:  The  Chair  at  this  time 
is  going  to  announce  the  results  on  the  action 
before  you.  The  report  is  for  acceptance  of  the 
committee's    report — in    favor   624,    opposed    106. 

Delegate  Murphy  (Post  Office  Clerks,  Local 
No.  100,  Boston) :  Mr.  Chairman,  we  wish  to 
announce  the  election  results. 

There  were  736  eligible  to  vote.  Total  votes 
cast  were  614. 

Executive  Vice  President 

John   A.    Callahan    614 

John  A.   Callahan  elected. 

Vice  President — First  District 


Vincent    DiNunno    614 

Thomas  J.  Rush 614 

Both   elected. 

Vice  President — Second  District 

Oscar   R.    Pratt    614 

John  F.  Wipfler   614 

Both  elected. 

Vice   President — Third  District 

Jeremiah    Calnan    614 

Manuel  F.  Lewis   614 

Both  elected. 

Vice  President — Fourth  District 

Joseph  D.  McLaughlin   614 

Lawrence  J.    Thomson    614 

Both  elected. 

Vice  President — Fifth  District  "A" 

William    Moran    614 

William  Moran  elected. 

Vice  President — Fifth  District  "B" 

James   P.    Loughlin    614 

James  P.   Loughlin  elected. 

Vice   President — Sixth  District  "A" 

Ralph    Roberts    353 

Roy  Suprenant   316 

Edward   Wall    327 

Roberts  and  Wall  elected. 

Vice   President — Sixth   District  "B" 

James   R.    McCarthy    614 

James  R.   McCarthy  elected. 

Vice  President — Seventh  District  "A" 

James  E.   Murphy    614 

James  E.   Murphy  elected. 

Vice    President — Seventh    District    "B" 

Arthur  Anctil   614 

Arthur  Anctil  elected. 

Vice   President-at-Large    (Woman) 

Alice  M.  Connolly   173 

Helen  Tafe   O'Donnell    397 

Helen  T.   O'Donnell  elected. 
Vice   President-at-Large 

Neil  MacKenzie   614 

Neil  MacKenzie  elected. 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Kenenth  J.  Kelley   614 

Kenneth  J.  Kelley  elected. 

I  move  that  the  committee's  report  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Are  there  any  remarks? 
All  in  favor?  Opposed?  It  is  a  vote  and  so 
ordered. 

Delegate  Murphy:  The  following  delegates 
served  on  the   Election  Committee. 

Michael  D.  Harrington,  Carpenters  Local  56, 
Boston. 

Arthur  J.  Hartin,  Local  66,  Teachers,  Boston. 
Thomas    J.    Moriarty,    Rubber   Workers,    Mai- 
den. 
Patrick  J.    Coleman,   Retail   Clerks   Local  711, 
Boston. 

John   D.    Craig,    I.T.U.    Local   13,   Boston. 
Joseph  E.  Slattery,  IBEW  Local  103,  Boston. 
Luke  J.  Kane,  Local  2641,  Post  Office  Clerks, 

Lynn. 
James    M.     Murphy,    Local    100,    Post    Office 

Clerks,  Boston. 
I  move  that  the  committee  be  discharged  with 
thanks. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Any  remarks?  If  not, 
all  in  favor?  Opposed?  It  is  a  vote  and  so 
ordered. 

From  the  Floor:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that 
we  adjourn. 

Vice  President  Pratt:  Motion  made  and  sec- 
onded that  we  adjourn.  All  in  favor?  Opposed? 
It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Will  Delegate  Joseph  Sullivan  come  to  the 
platform  and  install  the  newly  elected  officers. 
(Joseph  A.  Sullivan  administered  the  oath  of 
office  to  the  previously  listed  complement  of 
officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor.) 

(The  seventy-second  and  final  convention  of 
the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  ad- 
journed, sine  die,  at  7:00  p.m.,  December  5, 
1958.      "Ave  atque  vale.") 
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SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  6,   1958 
MORNING  SESSION 


(The  First  Constitutional  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  A.F. L.- 
C.I.O.,  was  called  to  order  at  10:30  o'clock 
a.m.,  in  the  Grand  Ballroom,  Hotel  Bradford, 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  with  R.  J.  Thomas, 
Assistant  to  George  Meany,  President,  A.F.L.- 
C.I.O.,   Washington,   presiding.) 

Mr.  Thomas:  At  this  time  I  would  like  to 
open  the  First  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  A.F.L.-C.I.O.  I  will  call 
upon  Father  Francis  McDonnell,  Director  of  the 
Catholic  Labor  Guild,  to  give  the  Invocation. 

INVOCATION 

REV.  FRANCIS  J.  McDONNELL 

Chaplain,  Catholic  Labor  Guild  of  Boston 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  Amen.  Lord  Jesus,  Carpen- 
ter of  Nazareth,  Thou  hast  called  us  to  play 
our  part  in  a  day  of  destiny  and  decision. 
Grave  problems  face  us  which  may  not  put 
aside.  Them  must  we  meet  and  solve  with 
justice  for  all  men.  Grant  that  we  may  not 
be  little  men  in  a  great  day  bequeathed  by 
dedicated  men  who  dared  in  darker  hours  to 
believe  and   hope;   to   sacrifice   and   starve. 

We  know  that  by  ourselves  we  are  insufficient 
for  these  tasks  and  for  problems  vaster  than 
the  measure  of  our  best  vision.  Be  Thou  pres- 
ent, then,  O  Delegate  Unseen,  in  our  midst,  to 
lead  us  and  to  bless  us.  Move  us  that  there 
may  be  concession  with  coercion  and  conciliation 
without  compromise.  In  Thy  spirit  may  we  be 
courageous  enough  to  begin  with  confidence; 
fearless  enough  to  admit  mistakes;  humble 
enough  to  forgive  wrongs.  Take  away  from  our 
deliberations  the  temper  of  selfishness  and  shield 
us  from  the  lust  for  power  which  forges  chains 
on  free  men's  arms.  Make  unity  of  purpose  in 
organizing  for  the  common  good  our  goal  and 
dominant  concern. 

May  the  leaders  of  industry  find  in  the  new 
merged  ranks  of  Free  Labor  not  enemies,  but 
friends;  not  competitors  but  collaborators;  not 
menaces  but  a  mighty  safeguard  of  their  own 
enterprise  and   freedoms. 

Bless,  O  Lord,  we  beseech  Thee,  this  merger 
of  our  State's  two  great  labor  bodies  and  grant 
peace  and  harmony  in  all  their  deliberations 
and  actions.  Let  the  spirit  of  cooperation  and 
collaboration  prevail  in  the  difficult  days  ahead 
when  so  many  complex  problems  challenge  the 
wisdom  and  restraint  of  its  leaders.  We  pray 
Thee,  bless  them  with  knowledge  and  under- 
standing, wisdom  and  justice  in  their  councils. 
Let  this  new  unity  which  brings  laboring  men 
and  women  together  in  common  purpose  be  the 
means  of  renewing  their  remembrance  of  Thy 
provident  care  and  of  Thy  bountiful  provision 
for  all  their  needs. 

Mr.  Thomas:  Most  of  you  delegates  have  done 
your  homework  in  your  respective  conventions — 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  the  last  several  days  and  the 
C.I.O.  on  yesterday. 

Under  Merger  Agreements  which  both  your 
conventions  adopted,  the  Constitution,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  C.I.O.  Committee  to  its  convention, 
was  adopted  unanimously;  at  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
Convention  there  were  three  amendments  made 
to  the  Constitution,  as  proposed  by  their  Merger 
Committee.  I  might  say  that  these  amendments 
have  been  approved  since  by  the  committee  and 
by  the  C.I.O. 

I  have  a  resolution  I  am  presenting  to  you 
from  the  National  A.F.L.-C.I.O. 


WTHEREAS,  under  a  mandate  stipulated 
at  a  Merger  Convention  of  two  great  organi- 
zations, the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
and  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations, 
on  December  5,  1955,  the  Massachusetts  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  and  the  Massachusetts  State 
C.I.O.  Industrial  Council  proceeding  shortly 
thereafter  to  work  toward  effectuating  merger 
at  the  State  level,  and 

WHEREAS,  after  long  tedious  negotiations, 
committees  representing  both  State  organiza- 
tions agreed  to  merge  and  worked  out  a  Con- 
stitution and  a  Merger  Agreement  together 
to  guard  the  affairs  of  the  new  merged  organi- 
zation, and 

WHEREAS,  agreement  was  reached  be- 
tween the  committees  representing  both  organi- 
zations that  a  joint  convention  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  merger  would  be  held  in  the 
City  of  Boston  on  the  6th  day  of  December, 
1958,  immediately  after  consummation  of  the 
merger  by  separate  conventions,  and 

WHEREAS,  these  separate  conventions 
were  held  and  Constitutions  were  adopted, 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  that  this  joint  convention 
does  hereby  adopt  such  Constitution  with  the 
understanding  that  it  is  subject  to  final  ap- 
proval by  the  National  President  of  the 
A.F.L.-C.I.O.,    and   be   it   further 

RESOLVED,  that  once  they  have  been 
approved,  representatives  of  both  organizations 
here  in  Massachusetts  shall  lend  their  talents 
jointly  to  build  through  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  A.F.L.-C.I.O.,  a  better 
and  more  respected  labor  organization  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  carry  out 
the  policies  and  program  enunciated  in  the 
approved  Constitution. 

I  should  like  to  have  a  motion  supporting 
that  resolution. 

From  the  Floor:  I  so  move. 

Mr.  Thomas:  You  heard  a  motion  made  and 
supported.  Are  there  any  remarks?  Hearing 
none,  all  who  are  in  favor  signify  by  saying 
"aye,"  contrary  "no."  The  motion  is  carried 
and  the  resolution  is  adopted  unanimously. 

Just  for  clarification  for  the  delegates  here, 
it  says  in  the  resolution  about  the  part  where 
this  has  to  be  submitted  to  President  Meany 
for  his  approval  comes  from  the  rules  of  the 
A.F.L.-C.I.O.  which  I  shall  read  to  you.  This 
Constitution,  as  you  understand,  has  not  been 
approved  by  that  national  organization  as  yet. 
Let  me  read  for  you  from  Rule  No.  9.  This  is 
rules  governing  State's  Central  Bodies.  These 
rules  were  made  up  by  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  National  A.F.L.-C.I.O. 

"Each  State  Central  Body  shall  adopt  a  Con- 
stitution and/or  By-Laws  consistent  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  A.F.L.-C.I.O.,  and  with 
these  rules.  Such  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
and  any  amendments  thereto  shall  be  subject  to 
approval  by  the  President,  and  two  copies  there- 
fore shall  be  submitted  to  the  President  upon 
their  adoption." 

Now  you  have  adopted  a  Constitution  at  the 
tv/o  separate  conventions,  you  elected  officers. 
I,  at  this  time,  want  to  call  upon  the  officers 
elected  to  come  to  the  platform,  if  they  are  not 
already  here,  so  that  we  may  give  them  the 
Obligation. 

J.   William  Belanger,  President 

Kenneth   J.    Kelley,    Secretary-Treasurer 

John  A.  Callahan,  Executive  Vice-President 
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Salvatore   Camelio,   Executive   Vice-President 
Vice-Presidents: 

Anthony  Accardi 

Arthur  Anctil 

Thomas  Binnall 

Edward  Brunnelle 

John  Burns 

Jeremiah  Calnan 

Guy  Campobasso 

Vincent  DiNunno 

John  Hunt 

Arthur  LeBlue 

Thomas  Leone 

Manuel  F.  Lewis 

James  P.  Loughlin 

Neil  MacKenzie 

Benjamin  Magliozzi 

James  R.   McCarthy 

Joseph  D.  McLaughlin 

William  Moran 

James  E.  Murphy 

Valentine  Murphy 

Daniel  Murray 

Helen  T.  O'Donnell 

Richard  B.  O'Keefe 

Oscar  R.  Pratt 

Ralph  Roberts 

Thomas  J.  Rush 

Joseph  F.   Sweeney 

Lawrence  J.  Thomson 

Robert  L.  Walkinshaw 

Edward  Wall 

John  F.  Wipfler 
These  are  the  new  officers  of  your  merged 
organization  and  while  I  have  them  all  standing 
here,  I  want  them  to  repeat  after  me  their  obli- 
gation to  this  organization.  Will  all  the  dele- 
gates please  stand  while  I  am  giving  the  Obli- 
gation? 

"I,   ,  do  hereby  solemnly  and 

sincerely  swear  that  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
I  will  fulfill  all  the  obligations  and  perform  all 
the  duties  devolving  upon  me  in  the  office  to 
which  I  have  been  elected,  and  at  all  times  will 
abide  by,  and  preserve  the  laws,  and  uphold  the 
integrity  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  will  always  strive  for  the  general  interest, 
benefit  and  advancement  of  the  members  of  these 
organizations. 

"I  do  further  reaffirm,  that  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  my  term  in  office,  I  will  transfer  to 
my  successor  all  books  and  properties  of  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  of  which  I 
have  been  custodian.  To  all  this,  I  do  now 
pledge  my  most  sacred  honor  as  an  American 
trade  unionist." 

I  opened  up  this  convention  this  morning, 
and  I  assume  that  a  large  cross  section  of  the 
people  in  this  room  don't  even  know  who  I  am. 
I  am  R.  J.  Thomas,  one  of  the  Assistants  to 
the  President  of  the  A.F.L.-C.I.O.  I  have  been 
one  of  those  who  have  been  working  with  your 
Merger  Committee  to  hammer  out  the  Constitu- 
tion which  you  have  adopted.  This  being  your 
first  convention  of  a  merged  organization  in 
Massachusetts,  I  personally  want  to  congratu- 
late every  one  of  these  officers,  and  vice-presi- 
dents that  you  have  elected  in  your  respective 
conventions.  I  am  quite  sure  from  what  I  have 
been  able  to  see  that  you  elected  a  group  of 
officers  here  who  are  extremely  capable  of  taking 
care  of  the  affairs  of  your  organization.  Now 
I  would  ask  that  these  officers  be  seated  and 
take  their   respective   stations. 

I  have  one  more  duty  to  perform,  and  then 
actually  my  job  will  be  done.  I  have  brought 
with  me  a  new  Charter  for  this  organization. 
I  even  brought  this  with  me  before  you  voted 
you  were  going  to  have  a  merged  organization; 
but  after  knowing  your  officers  as  well  as  I 
have  come  to  know  them,  I  was  of  the  opinion 
that  this  merger  would  go  through,  so  I  thought 
at  your  first  merged  convention  it  would  be  the 
proper  time  to  present  the  new  Charter  of  the 
State  A.F.L.-C.I.O.    This  new  Charter  is  a  sym- 


bol of  the  dawn  of  a  new  day  in  the  Labor 
Movement  in  Massachusetts.  As  I  have  often 
said,  it  is  good  that  you  even  now  at  this  late 
date,  the  forty-third  state  in  the  union,  are 
coming  together  because  I  am  sure  that  the 
rank  and  file  of  all  of  our  organizations  want 
unity.  I  don't  want  anyone  as  an  individual 
to  have  the  feeling  that  they  are  going  to  lose 
anything  in  the  Labor  Movement.  I  remember 
a  good  many  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  president 
of  the  biggest  union  in  America,  and  in  those 
years  no  one  challenged  that  statement;  we  had 
a  convention,  at  every  convention  a  resolution 
would  be  sent  in  from  one  of  our  locals  in 
favor  of  unity.  I  used  to  sit  back  and  wonder 
sometimes  if  some  of  my  enemies  were  putting 
that  resolution  in  trying  to  get  rid  of  me,  but 
today  my  only  job  is  with  the  National  A.F.L.- 
C.I.O.,  and  I  believe  I  can  look  more  objectively 
at  this  situation  than  perhaps  a  lot  of  other 
people  who  were  involved  in  the  merger  today. 
I  say  it  is  good  because  unions  are  built  not  to 
make  jobs  for  us,  unions  are  built  fundamen- 
tally for  the  same  reasons  that  the  oldest  union 
is  represented  in  this  hall — for  better  hours, 
wages  and  working  conditions.  We  have  many 
other  things  we  can  negotiate  today,  but  we 
always  get  back  to  the  fundamental  big  three 
problems — wages,  hours  and  working  conditions 
— so  that  the  worker  can  have  representation 
and  not  be  discriminated  as  millions  of  the 
unorganized  workers  in  this  country. 

George  Meany,  our  President,  asked  me  to 
convey  to  you  his  congratulations  and  his  hope 
that  you  _  will  continue  to  build  a  single  great 
organization  in  this  great  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.  This  convention  will  go  down 
in  history  as  one  of  the  most  important  in  this 
State  and  I  say  to  you  that  there  is  no  reason 
why  we  can't  get  along  together.  I  learned  in 
everyday  work  along  with  George  Meany,  that 
we  can  get  along  together.  You  brother  and 
sister  delegates  here  today  who  are  from  the 
former  A.  F.  of  L.,  I  don't  think  it  will  shock 
you  to  know  that  one  time  I  was  one  who  was 
expelled  from  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  yet  I  think  today  George  Meany  is  one 
of  the  greatest  labor  leaders  in_  this  country. 
Those  of  you  who  have  read  a  little  labor  his- 
tory know  that  all  my  life  in  the  Labor  Move- 
ment I  said  what  I  thought  if  I  thought  I  was 
right.      I  hope  to  continue  to  do  that. 

There  is  a  great  future  for  all  of  us  and  I 
don't  care  what  trade  or  craft  or  industry  you 
are  in,  there  is  a  great  future  for  all  of  you 
if  we  work  shoulder  to  shoulder  together.  I 
hope  that  this  spirit  of  unity  will  continue. 

At  this  time,  will  the  four  executive  officers 
stand  up,  I  should  like  to  present  this  Charter 
to  them.  I  am  extending  to  these  executive 
officers  this  symbol  of  a  new  Labor  Movement 
in  Massachusetts,  and  they  are  accepting  this, 
I  am  sure,  for  all  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  trade  union  movement  in  this  State.  With 
good  wishes  to  your  organization  and  I  hope 
that  in  the  not  too  distant  future,  I  will  have 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  many  of  you  again  when 
we  can  sit  down  and  discuss  our  mutual  prob- 
lems. To  you,  executive  officers,  take  this 
Charter  and  keep  in  mind  that  you  are  the 
custodians  of  that  Charter  for  the  National 
A.F.L.-C.I.O.  Thank  you.  I  now  turn  this 
gavel  over  to  your  permanent  Chairman. 

President  Belanger:  I  am  told  that  the 
photographer  wishes  a  picture  of  this  great 
convention  and  would  like  the  officers  to  rise 
and  all  the  delegates  face  the  camera  at  the 
rear  of  the  hall. 

J.  WILLIAM  BELANGER 

President,  Massachusetts  State  Labor 

Council,  A.F.L.-C.I.O. 

Honored  guests,  my  fellow  officers,  delegates 
to  this   Merger   Convention,   friends   all.      In   ac- 
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cepting  the  honor  as  President  of  this  great  new 
organization,  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  greater 
responsibilities  that  are  attached  to  it.  I  feel, 
however,  that  you  all  share  with  me  the  knowl- 
edge that  we  are  facing  a  great  new  challenge 
and  that  before  us  lies  a  splendid  opportunity 
to  do  a  more  effective  job  in  helping  to  solve 
many  problems  in  Massachusetts. 

As  an  organization  representing  close  to 
three  hundred  thousand  workers,  we  will  have 
a  stronger  voice  in  our  legislative  halls,  in  the 
political  arena  and  in  community  affairs.  In 
order  to  achieve  the  effectiveness  made  possible 
by  this  merger,  we  must  make  our  minds  up 
today  that  there  are  no  longer  C.I.O.  workers 
or  A.  F.  of  L.  workers  in  Massachusetts;  there 
are  only  A.F.L.-C.I.O.  workers  who  are  mem- 
bers of  unions  affiliated  with  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  A.F.L.-C.I.O.  Let  us 
make  certain  that  we  apply  this  in  good  faith 
so  that  we  may  all  work  together,  live  together, 
think  together  in  one  truly  united  organization. 

We,  who  have  been  entrusted  with  the  job  of 
administering  the  union  affairs,  know  that  it 
won't  be  easy.  But  has  it  ever  been  easy? 
Details  and  agreements  have  been  straightened 
out  only  by  hard  and  cooperative  work  of  the 
committees  willing  to  work  things  out  for  the 
good  of  their  membership,  knowing  full  well 
that  unity  would  have  the  effect  of  strengthen- 
ing the  Labor  Movement  itself,  of  making  labor 
effective  in  all  its  spheres  of  activities  and  en- 
abling us  to  defend  our  rights  against  gripping 
attacks  by  our  enemies. 

As  we  work  together  we  will  be  better  able 
to  strive  for  a  rising  standard  of  living  and 
for  a  sound  economic  structure  in  this  State. 
We  can  be  more  influential  in  the  defense  of 
civil  liberties  and  civil  rights.  We  can  march 
all  together  to  greater  successes  in  a  new  united 
labor  organization,  wholeheartedly  dedicated  to 
American  democratic  tradition. 

I  would  like  here  to  pay  deserved  tribute  to 
my  fellow  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  A.F.L.-C.I.O.,  who  have  served 
with  me  on  the  Merger  Committee.  That  com- 
mittee met  many  times  during  the  past  several 
months  and  spent  many  long  hours  in  the  dis- 
cussions that  led  to  the  Merger  Agreement. 
There  were  disagreements  of  course;  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  there  would  be  none.  We 
all  had  faith  in  our  objective.  We  were  all 
loyal  to  the  ideals  of  our  respective  organiza- 
tions and  there  was  a  general  understanding 
of  the  difficult  practical  matters  on  which  we 
had  to  find  agreement,  as  the  record  shows,  the 
agreement  of  overcoming  the  points  of  disagree- 
ment. The  Merger  Agreement,  the  Constitution 
and  personnel  problems  were  all  ironed  out  be- 
fore this   convention. 

Praise  should  be  voiced  also  for  the  officers 
and  members  of  our  affiliated  unions,  for  the 
sympathetic  understanding  we  received  from 
them  during  the  merger  process.  They  all  recog- 
nized the  extent  of  the  goals  we  were  seeking 
and  almost  with  exception  they  understood  the 
devotion  to  principle  which  kept  the  Merger 
Committee  working  tirelessly  to  achieve  merger. 
The  Merger  Agreement  stands  as  a  milestone 
in  the  long  and  colorful  history  of  organized 
labor  in  Massachusetts  of  which  we  are  so 
proud.  It  is  the  culmination  of  a  movement 
which  started  in  this  State  back  in  1948.  It 
symbolizes  the  successful  effort  of  the  leaders 
of  two  great  organizations  to  combine  strength 
with  responsibility,  effectiveness  with  democratic 
procedure,  into  union  cooperation  with  safe- 
guards for  the  rights  of  all  and  unity  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  aspirations  of  all  workers 
for  effective  union  organization. 

Workers  in  every  section  of  the  State,  in 
every  industrial  plant,  and  wherever  craft  union 
exists  will  find  direct  benefits  as  a  result  of  this 
Merger  Agreement.  Unity  will  help  to  promote 
the    well-being    and    the    effectiveness    of    every 


union  and  its  membership  in  every  phase  of  its 
activities — economic,  legislative,  political  and 
community.  We  have  a  Constitution  that  was 
worked  out  through  long  months  of  negotiations. 
We  do  not  claim  that  it  is  perfect,  but  we  have 
it  as  an  instrument  with  which  we  can  work 
and  carry  out  the  basic  principles  of  trade 
unionism.  It  is  our  belief  that  this  Constitution 
which  embodies  the  best  of  the  C.I.O.  and 
A.  F.  of  L.  Constitutions,  constitutes  a  funda- 
mental Charter  for  a  democratically  dedicated 
Labor  Council. 

We  have  come  a  long  way  in  building  up 
higher  standards  and  greater  social  and  economic 
security  for  the  workers  in  Massachusetts,  but 
we  can't  say  that  we  have  come  all  the  way. 
However,  we  must  look  back  only  to  draw  from 
past  experience  the  lessons  we  can  apply  to  our 
endeavors  in  the  future.  Working  together  we 
will  make  our  voices  heard  more  clearly  in  our 
demands  for  improvements,  but  while  we  inter- 
est ourselves  in  the  problems  that  directly  effect 
labor,  let  us  be  mindful  of  our  duty  to  the 
Commonwealth  as  a  whole.  What  is  good  for 
the  Commonwealth  is  good  for  us.  Let  us  show 
the  people  that  this  Movement,  this  organization, 
is  dedicated  to  the  good  of  all  the  Commonwealth 
and  of  its  citizens.  No  one  can  deny  that  good 
wages  and  good  working  conditions  are  good 
for  all  of  Massachusetts.  No  one  can  question 
that  fact  that  purchasing  power  which  is  built 
up  mostly  through  the  efforts  of  our  unions  is 
the  most  vital  factor  in  this  expanding  economy 
of  ours.  We  are  going  to  use  every  means  at 
our  disposal  to  carry  on  a  program  designed  to 
improve  the  social  and  economic  status  of  all 
citizens  of   Massachusetts. 

From  what  we  read  these  days,  the  economy 
of  this  State  has  been  shaken  to  its  very  founda- 
tion. We  read  about  deficits  that  are  high 
but  underpaid  government  employees,  about  a 
vacuum  surrounding  the  faction  problem  and 
few  seem  to  have  a  good  word  for  the  prospects 
of  Massachusetts  as  an  industrial  State.  It  is 
true  that  some  of  our  industries  are  affected 
by  acute  competition  but  what  other  State  in 
these  United  States  is  not?  It  might  be  well 
for  us  to  mention  sometimes  that  Massachusetts 
is  also  a  leader  in  many  phases  of  American 
industrial  life.  Just  to  keep  the  record  straight, 
let  us  not  forget  that  the  electronics  industry 
has  been  rapidly  expanding  to  become  the 
State's  leading  industry.  Besides  this,  Massa- 
chusetts is  fast  developing  leadership  in  the 
atomic  field  and  in  other  new  growth  industries. 

So  instead  of  spreading  dejection  and  de- 
spair, let  us  start  talking  of  the  future  with 
confidence,  let  us  remind  everyone  that  the 
welfare  of  the  community  depends  on  the 
health  of  its  economy  and  that  sound  economy 
in  any  State  depends  on  what  level  the  eco- 
nomic status  of  its  citizens  is  maintained.  For 
labor  here  in  Massachusetts,  the"  merger  of  our 
two  organizations  should  give  everyone  new 
hope  and  new  confidence.  We  come  together 
as  no  _strangers.  It  is  not  a  new  beginning  but 
a  continuation  to  achieve  our  goals  and  ob- 
jectives. 

To  the  delegates  I  would  suggest  that  when 
you  return  home,  convey  to  the  local  member- 
ship what  you  have  heard  and  experienced  to- 
day, that  there  will  be  a  genuine  effort  to  build 
a  stronger  organization,  to  get  along  as  prac- 
tical sound  trade  unionists  and  also  tell  them 
it  is  subject  to  review  ten  months  hence. 

As  the  saying  goes,  "By  their  deeds,  ye  shall 
know  them,"  it  will  rest  with  you  finally  to 
pass  judgment.  That  is  the  only  way,  the 
democratic  way,  _  and  we  accept  the  big  chal- 
lenge to  do  the  job. 

At  this  time  it  is  my  privilege  to  introduce 
a  man  who  is  well  known  to  all  of  you.  He  has 
also  held  an  exalted  position  in  organized  labor 
for  several  years.  He,  like  myself  and  our 
other    parties   on    the    Merger    Committee,    spent 
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many  hours  and  days  working  out  the  Merger 
Agreement  and  the  Constitution.  As  I  said  in 
my  address,  we  had  disagreements  of  course 
but  in  the  end  the  agreements  overshadowed 
the  disagreements.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  have 
worked  over  these  months  with  him.  He  has 
been  selected  as  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  this 
organization  and  I  assure  you  that  as  an  officer 
— and  I  believe  I  speak  for  our  other  officers 
when  we  say  that  we  will  cooperate  with  the 
office  of  Secretary-Treasurer  to  the  end  that  it 
will  afford  the  type  of  service  that  I  know  he 
can  render  to  our  new  State  Labor  Council. 
Therefore,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  pre- 
sent to  you  our  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  A.F.L.- 
C.I.O.,   Kenneth  Kelley. 

KENNETH  J.  KELLEY 

Secretary-Treasurer,   Massachusetts 

State  Labor  Council,  A.F.L.-C.LO. 

Thank  you  President  Belanger,  other  Officers 
of  the  State  Labor  Council,  George  Meany's 
Executive  Assistant,  R.  J.  Thomas,  and  Dele- 
gates to  this  the  First  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council. 
As  you  can  see  without  any  explanation  from 
me,  my  voice  has  suffered  as  a  result  of  the 
strenuous  three  days  of  convention  that  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  has  just 
gone  through  at  the  Hotel  Somerset;  so  my  re- 
marks here,  of  necessity,  will  be  brief  and,  I 
hope  in  spite  of  the  hoarseness,  at  least  un- 
derstandable to  you. 

I  want  to  thank  Bill  Belanger  for  the  very 
fine  introduction  that  brought  me  to  you  here 
this  morning.  On  behalf  of  those  of  us  who 
came  from  the  Federation  of  Labor,  through 
the  33  meetings  over  a  period  of  two  and  a  half 
years  we  have  worked  out  a  Merger  Constitu- 
tion that  will  serve  as  a  blueprint  for  all  State 
organizations.  Over  that  period  of  two  and  a 
half  years,  we  got  to  know  each  other,  and  our 
respective  problems,  and  while,  there  are  cer- 
tain features  in  the  Merger  Constitution  per- 
haps not  wholly  to  the  liking  of  all  segment  of 
the  former  two  organizations,  it  represents  the 
best  in  the  art  of  negotiations  and  compromise 
that  we  were  able  to  develop. 

I  know_  that  men  of  goodwill  who  recognize 
that  the  interests  of  the  members  of  the  or- 
ganization take  precedence  over  the  personal 
interests  or  preferences  of  any  officer  or  mem- 
ber will  assure  the  success  of  this  venture  we 
have  embarked  upon.  With  that  kind  of  mo- 
tivating spirit,  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council  will  work  in  a  much  finer  manner  than 
even  in  our  fondest  hopes  here  this  morning 
ever  anticipated. 

No  doubt  you  read  some  of  the  proceedings 
of  our  convention  in  the  newspapers.  A  few 
days  ago  it  appeared  as  though  the  principal 
item  before  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor's  Seventy-second  Convention  was  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  we  were  going  to 
reaffirm  our  previous  opposition  to  a  Sales  Tax. 
LTntil  yesterday  I  think  the  press  and  a  few 
delegates  thought  that  was  the  major  business 
before  the  Convention.  The  officers  of  our  for- 
mer Federation  Executive  Council  and  the  vari- 
ous committees  of  our  Convention  knew  that 
the  major  business  before  the  Convention  was 
the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council.  May  I  say  that 
with  some  very  skillful  parliamentary  activity 
and  with  a  very  conciliatory  spirit  on  the  part 
of  President  Belanger  and  the  C.I.O.  Con- 
vention meeting  here  at  the  Bradford,  the  few 
minor  changes  in  the  Merger  Constitution  were 
readily  agreed  to.  Here  is  a  document,  which 
may  in  cold  black  and  white  seem  to  be  just 
a  lot  of  words,  it  will  have  meaning  and  life 
breathed  into  it  as  the  Executive  Council  of  the 


new   organization   interprets   and  administers   it. 

I  want  to  say  one  more  thing  about  our  Con- 
vention over  at  the  Somerset.  Last  night  the 
delegates  to  the  Seventy-second  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  by  a  vote  of  624  to  106  voted  to  oppose 
a  Sales  Tax.  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  First 
Constitutional  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts 
State_  Labor  Council  A.F.L.-C.LO.  will  concur 
in  this  action  which  by  a  6  to  1  vote  put  us  on 
record  against  the  Sales  Tax  in  any  form  from 
any   source. 

May  I  assure  my  fullest  cooperation  to 
President  Belanger,  the  two  Executive  Vice- 
Presidents,  the  thirty-one  other  Vice-Presidents, 
who  constitute  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  A.F.L.- 
C.LO.,  and  to  the  four  department  Directors 
that  have  been  appointed.  Since  under  the 
merger  agreement  the  selection  of  the  Director 
of  Legislation  and  the  Director  of  Education 
and  Research  were  assigned  to  the  former  Fed- 
eration of  Labor;  our  selections  for  those  two 
positions  are  Francis  E.  Lavigne  to  be  Director 
of  the  Department  of  Education  and  Research, 
and  James  A.  Broyer  to  be  Director  of  the  De- 
partment of  Legislation.  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  selections  for  Directors  of  the  depart- 
ments assigned  to  former  C.I.O.  are  Mr. 
Joseph  Cass  for  the  Committee  on  Political 
Education,  and  Mr.  Gerard  Kable  to  be  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Publications  and  Public  Relations 
Department.  I  know  that  these  directors  along 
with  your  executive  officers  and  Executive 
Council  will  bring  back  to  you  ten  months  from 
now,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  October  1959, 
a  great  record  of  accomplishment.  We  recognize 
that  in  man's  never  ending  struggle  for  a 
greater  degree  of  economic,  political  and  social 
security,  merger  is  the  best  thing  that  has  ever 
happened  to  Massachusetts  workers  and  their 
families. 

Good  luck  and  God  bless  this  new  organiza- 
tion  that   we  have   established   today. 

From  the  Floor:  (Point  of  information  re- 
garding   Department    Heads) 

President  Belanger:  There  are  four  depart- 
ments and  five  personnel  that  formerly  did 
somewhat  similar  work.  The  five  are  to  be  re- 
tained by  the  organization  and  by  the  merger 
agreement,  as  has  been  announced  to  you,  the 
Legislative  Department,  directorship  will  be 
headed  by  James  Broyer;  the  Department  of 
Education  and  Research  will  be  headed  by 
Francis  Lavigne;  the  Department  of  Political 
Education  by  Brother  Joseph  Cass,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Publications  and  Public  Relations  by 
Gerard  Kable;  and  Al  Clifton  will  work  at 
large  with  the  officers,  the  departments  and  the 
Executive  Council. 

At  this  time  it  is  my  privilege  to  introduce 
one  of  our  two  Executive  Vice-Presidents,  one 
who  has  been  associated  closely  with  me  for 
many  years  in  that  he  was  the  former  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of  the  State  C.I.O.,  and  _  I 
want  to  say  that  he,  too,  did  a  magnificent  job 
in  the  merger  negotiations.  I  know  that  he 
has  a  message  of  interest  for  us  this  morning. 
Our  Executive   Vice-President    Sal   Camelio. 

SALVATORE  CAMELIO 

Executive  Vice-President,  Massachusetts 

State  Labor  Council,  A.F.L.-C.LO. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  remarks  I  am  going  to 
be  very  brief.  As  I  look  out  in  this  audience,  it 
is  hard  to  distinguish  A.  F.  of  L.  or  C.I.O. 
people.  It  seemed  to  me  that  once  we  got  all 
the  people  together,  we  all  look  prettty  much 
alike,  think  alike,  our  aspirations  are  the  same. 
I  might  say  it  is  with  great  pride  that  I  stand 
here  before  you  today.  I  feel  that  there  is 
much  work  to  be  done.  I  can  assure  you  of  one 
thing.     This   will   be   not  be   a   one-   or   two-man 
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organization.  It  will  be  an  organization  of  all 
the  people  with  all  of  the  officers  working  in 
harmony  and  in  conjunction  with  each  other. 
Thank    you. 

President  Belanger:  Now  it  is  my  distinct 
pleasure  to  present  a  young  man  whom  I  have 
had  several  occasions  to  serve  with,  not  only 
at  labor  but  civic  functions  as  well  as  in  the 
political  arena  since  he  was  President  of  the 
former  A.  F.  of  L.  I  have  always  found  him 
pleasant,  cooperative  and  I  consider  John  a 
friend.  It  is  my  pleasure  to  introduce  to  you 
this  morning  John  Callahan,  Executive  Vice- 
President   of   our  new   Council. 

JOHN  A.  CALLAHAN 

Executive  Vice-President,  Massachusetts 

State  Labor  Council,  A.F.L.-C.I.O. 

Mr.  President  Belanger,  members  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  Massachusetts  A.F.L.- 
C.I.O.,  my  brother  and  sister  Delegates  here 
assembled.  I  am  very  happy  to  come  here  this 
morning  to  join  with  each  and  every  one  of  you 
in  the  solidifying  the  ranks  of  the  working 
people    of   our    State. 

I  tell  you  in  all  sincerity  when  the  curtain 
came  down  at  our  final  session  last  evening, 
there  was  a  tug  at  my  heartstrings  because 
you  don't  live  with  an  organization  for  23 
years  as  I  did,  and  not  feel  that  twinge  of 
sadness.  The  same  holds  true  with  you  in  the 
Congress  of  Industrial  Organization — you, 
too,  must  have  felt  that  twinge  of  sadness  in 
your  hearts  when  the  curtain  came  down  at 
your  Convention.  But  we  met  here  this  morn- 
ing our  ranks  solidified,  and  we  say  to  Massa- 
chusetts— Labor  together  stands  together,  no 
more  A.  F.  of  L.,  no  more  C.I.O. 

We  serve  notice  on  Beacon  Hill  that  we  are 
going  to  walk  together  and  fight  together  for 
our  people,  and  have  the  type  of  legislation 
passed  that  we  are  entitled  to.  We  are  going 
to  go  out  of  this  convention  hall  later  with 
heads  high,  banners  unfurled,  a  great  organiza- 
tion, the  Massachusetts  State  A.F.L.-C.I.O. 
Thank  you  most  sincerely. 

President  Belanger:  Now  we  shall  call  on 
the  Vice-Presidents.  There  are  so  many  that 
I  know  we  can't  receive  speeches  from  each  of 
them  although  they  are  good  talkers.  I  shall  ask 
them  to  rise  and  stay  standing  and  we  will 
give   one  ovation  to  the  whole  group.  _ 

(Vice-Presidents  called  in  alphabetical  order 
and  a  standing  ovation  given) 

Having  attended  several  merger  conventions, 
particularly  in  New  England,  it  has  been  cus- 
tomary for  the  merger  convention  to  hear  from 
one  who  represents  the  National  A.F.L.-C.I.O. 
in  this  region.  This  man  has  been  with  us  a 
few  years  and,  has  always  tried  to  be  helpful. 
In  his  travels  he  meets  many  problems  and  it 
gives  him  a  vast  reservoir  of  ideas  that  he 
transmits  to  us  for  the  improvement  of  our 
organizations.  Therefore,  it's  a  pleasure  and  a 
privilege  to  introduce  to  you  N.  E.  Regional 
Director  of  the  A.F.L.-C.I.O.,  Brother  Hugh 
Thompson. 

HUGH  THOMPSON 

New  England  Regional  Director, 
A.F.L.-C.I.O. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Officers  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council.  This  is 
a  very  happy  occasion  and  I  certainly  don't 
want  to  take  the  time  of  this  convention,  from 
whatever  business  you  have  to  complete. 

I  say  it  is  a  happy  occasion  for  me  because 
this  is  the  completion  of  mergers  in  the  six 
state  New  England  Region.  Now  the  job  of  all 
of  us  who  are  not  merged  on  the  local  level,  is 
to  proceed  immediately  with  merger  of  the  local 
central  bodies.     Our  office  is  here  to  assist  and 


help  you  at  all  times.  As  stated  before,  it 
is  a  happy  occasion,  yet  it  is  a  solemn  occasion, 
as  John  Callahan  has  said;  he  had  feeling  for 
the  departed  organization  and  also  the  C.I.O. 
group  had  feeling  for  theirs.  I  believe  now 
that  the  death  has  occurred  there  is  no 
A.  F.  of  L.,  there  is  no  C.I.O.  in  Massachu- 
setts. Those  organizations  are  dead  and  have 
been  waked  in  the  last  week  and  buried 
however,  the  family  still  must  eat,  the  family 
still  must  be  clothed,  the  family  still  must  be 
housed.  This  new  babe  in  arms  here  today  is 
starting  out  taking  the  place  of  the  old — such 
is  life,  and  the  same  struggles  that  we  have 
fought  in  the  past   will  continue   in  the   future. 

We  have  had  arguments,  we  have  had  dis- 
agreements and  they  have  been  many  and  un- 
doubtedly we  will  continue  to  have  some  of 
them  in  the  future;  but  the  important  thing 
is  that  we  will  still  have  a  job  to  do.  The 
most  important  thing  that  has  happened  in  this 
past  week  is  that  here  today  are  four  men 
whom  you  chose  to  lead  you  for  the  next  ten 
months,  and  each  one  made  their  statement  of 
unity   and    cooperation. 

It  behooves  every  delegate  to  this  Convention 
to  go  back  to  their  local  unions,  and  communi- 
ties and  to  set  aside  all  of  the  feelings  that 
you  may  have  had  about  the  opposite  organiza- 
tion or  the  members  of  that  organization.  I 
am  sure,  as  R.  J.  Thomas  said,  the  rank  and  file 
member  has  no  interest  in  the  quarrels  at  the 
top,  he  has  no  interest  in  any  quarrels  that  you 
may  have  had  in  these  two  Conventions  this 
week.  The  job  now  is  to  face  the  future,  and 
to  get  the  things  that  we  are  here  for,  building 
a  stronger  and  a  better  organization  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  an  organiza- 
tion that  all  of  us  know  will  be  heard  effectively. 
There  will  be  no  more  running  to  one  side  or 
the  other  by  the  politicians  making  deals  here 
and  making  deals  there.  Now  there  is  only  one 
side,  the  Labor  Movement  in  Massachusetts 
united  together,  going  down  this  road  together. 
I  assure  you  that  the  Regional  Office  and  my 
assistant  Frank  Murphy  and  all  of  the  staff 
are  here  to  assist  every  one  of  you  in  any 
problems  that  you  may  have  if  it  comes  within 
our  province.  It  is  a  happy  occasion,  much 
more  happier  than  the  completion  of  an  era. 
The  new  era  is  here  and  let's  each  shake  hands 
with  each  other.  I  will  ask  every  delegate  in 
this  Convention  to  turn  to  the  person  on  his 
left  or  his  right,  shake  their  hand  in  unity; 
show  the  symbol  that  will  mark  our  efforts  now 
and   in  the   future. 

From  the  Floor:  May  I  suggest  that  we  dis- 
card our  individual  Convention  badges  so  we 
will   be   one   big   family. 

President  Belanger:  The  brother  suggests 
that  we  discard  our  badges.  I  think  that  we  can 
endure  them.  We  understand  the  situation  of 
the  Merger  Agreement  and  know  that  we  will 
work  it   out   all   right. 

I  might  also  supplement  what  Brother 
Thompson  said.  He  did  mention  the  fact  and 
I  know  it  was  an  oversight  about  the  guidance 
of  the  organization  being  among  the  four  execu- 
tive officers.  We  have  a  common  understanding 
that  the  official  family  and  the  officers  of  this 
new  organization  are  35   good  men  and  women. 

At  this  time,  for  a  special  item  before  this 
Convention,  the  Chair  will  call  upon  Brother 
Francis  Lavigne,  the  Director  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education  and  Research. 

FRANCIS  E.  LAVIGNE 

Director,  Committee  on  Education 

President  Belanger,  Officers  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council  A.F.L.-C.I.O.,  Dele- 
gates to  this  opening  Convention  of  our  newly 
merged  organization.  Let  me  say  at  the  outset 
that  no  one  enjoys  a  greater  thrill  than  that 
which    comes    to    me    with    the    opportunity    to 
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continue  to  tell  the  story  of  labor  to  the  people 
of  Massachusetts  in  an  affirmative  way  for  the 
merged  organization  we  represent. 

I  am  sure  in  the  days  ahead,  that  the  chil- 
dren in  our  school  system,  the  people  in  our 
State,  will  learn  something  new  about  the  physi- 
cal structure  of  the  Labor  Movement,  and  they 
will  learn  the  glorious  history  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  and  the  C.I.O.  and  now 
the  merged  organization.  To  do  that,  you  do  it 
with  a  program.  We  have  been  in  the  school 
system  of  our  Commonwealth  for  the  past  ten 
years  endeavoring  to  bring  to  students  in  com- 
petition, the  story  of  labor.  Today  we  culminate 
that  effort  by  presenting  two  young  students 
from  our  high  schools,  who  are  now  in  college, 
with  scholarship  awards  for  outstanding  effort 
made  in  competition  held  in  the  schools.  A 
competitive  examination  held  annually  in  which 
13  hundred  students  participated  this  year, 
resulted  in  us  making  awards  to  21  students 
across  the  State,  assisting  them  to  further  their 
education  in  higher  institutions  of  learning 
throughout   the   nation. 

Today  I  am  pleased  to  bring  to  the  Conven- 
tion a  young  fellow  from  Medford,  a  graduate 
of  Boston  Latin  School,  now  studying  at  Wil- 
liams College,  and  a  young  girl,  Miss  Marie 
Begin,  who  was  a  student  at  the  Jeremiah 
Burke  High  School  in  Boston,  and  is  now  a 
student  at  Boston  Teacher's  College.  I  am 
going  to  ask  the  Presidents  of  our  former 
organizations,  the  President  of  the  State  C.I.O. 
and  the  President  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  jointly 
to  present  to  each  a  check  for  $500  for  the 
Scholarship  Award  which  they  have  earned. 

President  Belanger:  Marie  Begin,  on  behalf 
of  the  organization,  we  are  delighted  to  present 
this  to  you,  and  we  know  from  your  previous 
work  that  you  will  make  good  use  of  it.  Good 
luck  in  your   further  studies. 

(Presentation    of    five    hundred    dollar    check) 

Executive  Vice-President  Callahan:  James 
Gordon,  I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  you  Jimmy, 
I  congratulate  you  on  your  achievement.  Good 
luck,  and  I  hope  many  more  students  come 
along  the  same  as  you  who  will  be  the  recipients 
of  these  checks  in  the  future.  Good  luck  and 
good    health. 

(Presentation   of   five   hundred   dollar   check) 

Director  Lavigne:  I  would  like  at  this  time 
to  have  stand  for  a  bow,  the  proud  parents 
of  the  young  students.  Over  under  the  balcony 
is  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon,  and  here  is  the  proud 
mother   of    Marie   Begin. 

We  will  continue,  I  hope,  annually  to  conduct 
in  conjunction  with  the  Governor's  Inter  Agency 
Committee  the  program  that  permits  us  to 
bring  into  the  schools  the  subjects  of  work- 
men's compensation  and  unemployment  com- 
pensation, as  it  concerns  those  who  have 
been  injured  or  who  are  unemployed  as  the 
result  of  a  physical  handicap.  We  try 
through  this  program  to  teach  the  children  the 
responsibilities  that  will  be  theirs  when  they 
take  their  place  in  the  outside  world.  This  has 
been  a  rich  opportunity  to  bring  to  the  school 
children  this  important  phase  of  work. 

Customarily  at  the  Federation's  Convention, 
the  presentation  of  these  awards  have  been 
made  by  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Today  we  have  with  us  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth,  Robert  F.  Murphy,  who 
will  make  these  presentations.  Lieutenant- 
Governor    Murphy. 

ROBERT  F.  MURPHY 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  Massachusetts 

Frank  Lavigne,  President  Bill  Belanger, 
distinguished  visitors,  Mr.  R.  J.  Thomas,  offi- 
cials of  the  A.F.L.-C.I.O.  and  my  fellow  citi- 
zens. I  am  happy  indeed  to  have  the  honor,  as 
the  Acting  Governor  of  Massachusetts  today,  to 


be  here,  and  to  bring  to  all  of  you  the  greetings 
of  my  some  5  million  fellow  citizens  who  make 
up  the  population  of  this  great  State. 

To  me,  if  I  might  just  briefly  comment,  this 
marks  the  end  of  an  era  and  the  beginning  of 
a  new  one.  It  was  25  years  ago  this  year 
that  the  C.I.O.,  as  we  knew  it,  came  into  being; 
25  years  in  which  all  of  us  have  been  part  of  a 
tremendous  progressive  advancement  in  world 
history-  A  period  that  has  seen  man  virtually 
conquer  distance  and  now  is  about  to  launch 
into  orbit  of  space;  an  era,  that  has  seen  the 
mind  of  man  virtually  captivated  through  the 
advent  of  television  and  radio;  a  period  where 
slowly  but  just  as  surely,  I  hope,  the  time  is  not 
too  far  off  when  we  will  have  seen  the  conquest 
of  disease,  a  period  wherein  the  time  is  not  too 
far  off  when  I  think  that  any  boy  or  any  girl 
who  has  the  desire  to  attain  it,  will  have  within 
his  or  her  reach  the  benefits  of  higher  education. 

We  have  lived  through  a  period  that  has  seen 
man  march  against  political  tyranny.  It  has 
been  rather  an  unhappy  period,  I  think,  for 
kings  and  tyrants.  We  have  lived  through  a 
period  that  has  seen  man  march  against  eco- 
nomic tyranny,  and  as  a  result  specifically  of 
what  you  represent  surely  it  can  be  said  that  all 
of  us  are  the  beneficiaries  of  the  fruits  of  your 
labor.  And  so  it  is  a  happy  occasion  for  me  to 
be  part  of  this  program,  to  represent  the  great 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  You  do  in 
fact,  by  your  presence  here,  and  by  an  earlier 
action,  merge  into  a  unified  entity  that  will 
benefit   all  men  and  your  fellow  citizens. 

I  say  this  as  one  who  has  been  for  a  long 
time  associated  with  government,  that  you  and 
I  too  must  have  uppermost  in  our  minds,  this 
goal- — we  must  strive,  yes  we  must  contrive, 
to  close  the  gap  between  the  great  promises  of 
democracy  and  the  sometimes  not  too  great 
performance  which  we  see  in  this  country, 
fortunately  not  so  much  in  Massachusetts, 
which  still  denies  man  his  dignity,  which  still 
denies  certain  people  equal  opportunity  for  an 
education. 

I  am  very  delighted  to  be  a  part  of  your 
program  _  today.  As  Frank  Lavigne  has  told 
you,  it  is  my  function  to  make  three  awards; 
a  happy  one  because  I  think  government  at  last 
has  recognized  its  responsibility  in  trying  in 
this  instance  to  help  and  assist  those  who  are 
not  physically  strong.  Through  the  Governor's 
Inter  Agency^  Committee  to  aid  the  physically 
handicapped,  it  is  my  proud  privilege  to  make 
these  awards.  The  future  plans  of  that  Com- 
mission are  threefold.  One,  they  aim  to  place 
greater  emphasis  on  finding  jobs  for  the  dis- 
abled through  closer  cooperation  between  labor 
and  industry  and  veteran's  groups  and  civic 
and  governmental  organizations.  Two,  the 
Commission  aims  in  the  formation  of  42  local 
committees  to  help  in  this  work  on  a  year 
round  basis.  Three,  it  aims  to  aid  and  lower 
governmental  costs  by  taking  the  disabled 
off  of  the  welfare  rolls  and  putting  them  to 
work.  You  would  be  interested  to  know  that 
Massachusetts  right  now  is  spending  some  13 
million  dollars  on  such  programs  and  such  aid 
will  come  in  the  nature  of  full  relief. 

The  first  winner  is  not  able  to  be  with  us 
today,  but  I  will  tell  you  who  she  is.  Frank 
Lavigne  incidentally  has  asked  me  to  hold  on  to 
the  check  and  mail  it  to  her,  and  I  shall  when 
I  get  back  to  the  office.  The  first  winner,  who 
has  established  herself  as  a  result  of  competi- 
tion in  the  essay  that  she  wrote,  the  sum  of 
$150,  will  go  to  Miss  Mary  A.Gilmore  of  St. 
Charles  Borromeo  High   School  in  Waltham. 

Now  I  am  going  to  ask  the  second  winner  to 
step  forward.  This,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  is 
the  proud  possessor  or  will  be  momentarily  of 
an  award  on  your  part  amounting  to  $75,  and 
I  know  you  would  like  to  know  who  this  very 
lovely  and  gracious  young  lady  is.    She  is  Miss 
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Rhoda  Krey  of  Haverhill  High  School  in 
Haverhill. 

(Presentation    of    award    to    Miss    Krey) 

The  third  winner  is  a  young  lady  from 
Hingham  High  School.  She,  too,  is  an  award 
winner,  amounting  to  $50.  Miss  Roberta 
Thomas  of   Hingham  High   School  in   Hingham. 

(Presentation   of   award  to   Miss   Thomas) 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  has  been  a  great 
personal  privilege  to  be  asked  to  come  here. 
I  revel  in  the  thoughts  that  you  are  merged 
and  united.  I  rejoice  in  it  and  I  am  sure  that 
every  right  thinking  person  does.  Best  good 
wishes  to  your  organization  and  to  all  of  you, 
good  afternoon  and  God  bless  you. 

President  Belanger :  Lieutenant-Governor 
Bob  Murphy,  we  would  like  to  present  you  with 
a  badge  of  this  Convention  to  be  our  guest  to 
remain  as  long  as  you  wish. 

Director  Lavigne:  We  carry  on  in  con- 
junction with  the  Harvard  Trade  Union  Pro- 
gram, the  opportunity  to  enable  members  of  the 
Trade  Union  Movement  to  acquire  additional 
education.  I  know  that  this  program  will  con- 
tinue in  the  future,  and  I  want  to  see  the  op- 
portunity for  members  of  the  former  C.I.O. 
organizations  to  compete  for  this  opportunity  to 
attend  the  Harvard  Trade  Union  Programs 
under    the    auspices    of    the    A.F.L.-C.I.O. 

Yesterday  afternoon  at  Harvard  three  former 
members  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  completed  the 
course  and  graduated,  and  I  would  like  the 
three  of  them  to  stand  and  take  a  bow — George 
Lewis,  Paul  Flynn  and  Theodore  Johnson. 
Those  are  some  of  the  propositions  that  we  have 
for  assisting  people  in  the  education  program. 
These  functions  are  usually  taken  care  of  at  the 
Convention. 

At  this  time  I  want  to  express  my  sincere 
thanks  to  Mr.  Thomas  who  agreed  to  the  ar- 
rangements for  the  presentations  here  this 
morning,  and  to  Peter  McGavin  who  came 
here  and  made  it  possible  for  us  to  have  this 
Convention.  My  sincere  thanks,  too,  to  the 
officers  of  the  merged  organization  who  have 
given  me  assistance  over  the  years  in  fields  of 
political  activity  in  which  I  have  previously  had 
opportunities  to  work.  Now  I  join  forces  with 
great  guys  like  Joe  Cass,  Al  Clifton,  Jerry 
Kable  and  Jimmy  Broyer,  and  I  assure  you 
that  the  five  of  us  will  work  as  a  team  to 
broaden  the  scope  of  education  in  all  depart- 
ments and  make  it  possible  for  a  closer  opera- 
tion of  unity — to  the  end  of  success  that  will 
spell  victory  all  along  the  line. 

President  Belanger:  As  a  special  privilege 
and  with  your  indulgence,  the  Chair  feels  that 
there  is  an  important  matter  affecting  several 
communities  in  the  Eastern  section  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, which  President  John  Leonard,  of 
Local  1509  of  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Driv- 
ers' Union,  would  like  to  present  to  the  Con- 
vention. Hearing  no  objections,  Brother 
Leonard. 

Delegate  Leonard:  First  I  want  to  thank  the 
Convention  and  the  delegates  here  for  giving 
me  an  opportunity  to  bring  to  you  the  situation 
confronting  the  boys  on  the  Eastern  Mass.  It 
isn't  a  case  of  where  we  can  sit  down  and 
negotiate.  It  isn't  a  case  of  where  they  will 
listen  to  any  proposal.  It's  a  case  of  cold 
bloodedness  where  they  want  to  eliminate  an 
organization.  These  bus  drivers  on  the  high- 
way are  entitled  to  their  day  in  Court.  I  have 
negotiated  as  all  true  labor  men  negotiate.  We 
get  up  to  the  State  House  and  to  any  proposal 
put  to  them,  the  answer  is  "no." 

We  postponed  the  strike  at  the  request  of 
the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  so  as  not  to 
embarrass  him.  Who  wants  to  put  men  on  the 
street?  Far  be  it  from  me  or  my  Executive 
Board.  Of  course,  sometimes  they  say  if  you 
allow  politicians  to  get  into  the  labor  field,  then 
maybe  it's  too  bad  for  labor.  This  is  the  prob- 
lem   that    I    am    facing.     If    the    Governor    con- 


siders the  suffering  of  the  school  children,  and 
of  the  people  who  cannot  get  transportation,  he 
can't  help  but  be  concerned  about  this  dispute. 
The  mayors  were  at  the  State  House,  and 
registered  their  interest  in  this  dispute.  I 
welcomed  the  mayors  into  our  meetings.  The 
company  would  not.  They  told  the  mayors  that 
maybe  they  should  go  back  and  tend  to  their 
cities.  The  clergy  was  told  that  they  should 
be  on  the  pulpit  and  not  trying  to  interfere 
with  their  business.  You  know  when  you  get 
pushed  to  the  wall  then  you  must  fight.  We 
are  fighting  now  and  I  am  asking  you  for  your 
moral  support  in  this  situation.  I  am  asking 
you  to  let  the  Governor  and  his  office  know 
that  you  are  interested,  just  as  much  as  we  in 
Local    1509   and   the    1200    men    I    represent. 

They  will  tell  you  that  they  pay  25  dollars 
toward  a  uniform,  and  we  have  to  have  two  a 
year.  For  Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield,  they 
pay  nothing,  our  members  pay  it  all.  They 
have  a  sort  of  a  sick  fund.  If  you  are  in  the 
hospital  they  will  give  you  five  dollars  a  day. 
If  your  wife  is  in  the  hospital  they  will  give 
her  3  dollars  a  day;  nothing  for  children.  So 
that  would  mean  you  could  buy  aspirins  one 
day  in  the  hospital,  never  mind  anything  else. 
Our  own  men  pay  their  own  Blue  Cross-Blue 
Shield.  They  pay  for  their  own  sick  benefits. 
There  is  nothing  this  company  gives  whatso- 
ever for  these  charges.  We  are  entitled  to 
some  improvements  and  we  are  going  to  fight 
for  them. 

I  want  you  to  know  that  we  are  not  radicals, 
we  are  not  trying  to  do  this  so  that  this  com- 
pany can  get  a  subsidy  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  taxpayers  will  not  have  to  pay 
for  the  Eastern  Mass.  because  Eastern  Mass. 
today  is  in  the  black,  they  are  a  going  concern 
and  one  of  the  few  in  New  England.  They  are 
trying  to  break  up  an  honest  labor  organization. 
They  were  in  the  past  able  to  buy  union  presi- 
dents and  union  executives,  half  of  the  man- 
agers are  ex-presidents  and  an  ex-secretary- 
treasurer  is  leading  this  fight  against  us  today. 
We  are  not  only  fighting  a  company  but  we  are 
fighting  tin  horn  labor  men  who  sold  their 
members  for  an  inspector's  or  manager's  job. 
I  don't  want  to  take  too  much  time  but  I  am 
thankful  to  Pres.  Belanger  for  giving  me  this 
opportunity.  I  have  been  coming  to  Conventions 
for  35  years  and  I  have  never  asked  anything 
of  organized  labor  before.  I  love  labor.  You 
have  to  love  it  in  order  to  do  the  work  which 
it  requires  a  man  to  do.  I  am  asking  you,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  to  give  us  all  the  help  that  you 
can.  Now  that  we  are  one  big  family,  let  no 
organization  be  hurt  while  you  have  the  power 
to  say  it  is  your  business  as  much  as  the  other 
fellow's  business.    Thank  you. 

President  Belanger :  Thank  you,  Brother 
Leonard.  I  understand  that  there  were  appro- 
priate resolutions  on  the  subject  matter  sub- 
mitted at  both  former  organizations'  conven- 
tions, and,  with  your  approval,  we  will  submit 
them  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council,  and 
give  them  due  consideration  because  it  is  a 
worthy  cause,   I   assure  you. 

From  the  Floor  (Delegate  from  Local  202, 
International  Electrical  Radio  Machine  Work- 
ers) :  I  make  a  motion  that  we  make  donations 
individually  at  the  door  for  this  local  of  the 
Eastern  Mass.    Street  Railway  Company. 

President  Belanger:  I  appreciate  the  mo- 
tion, but  it  has  been  suggested  by  the  officials 
of  the  organization  involved  that  they  prefer 
to  refrain  from  collecting  donations  at  this  time 

We  have  some  unfinished  business  from  yes 
terday.  Because  of  the  business  of  the  Conven 
tion  and  all  activities  related  thereto  we  over 
looked  awarding  a  suit  of  union-made  clothes 
If  there  is  no  objection  by  the  Convention  we 
will  present  this  suit  at  this  time.  Will  Mr.  Bob 
Wiesman,       of       the       Amalgamated       Clothing 
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Workers'     Union     A.F.L.-C.I.O.,     please     come 

forward. 

Delegate  Weisman:  President  Belanger,  Vice- 
Presidents,  Past  President  Salerno,  Mr.  Thomas, 
and  warriors  of  labor.  As  you  know,  we  attend 
these  meetings  from  the  Amalgamated  in  New 
England,  and  we  try  to  pass  on  to  you  a  mes- 
sage for  your  benefit.  In  looking  over  suits  for 
union  labels,  I  have  found  at  this  Convention 
approximately  from  40  to  45  members  who 
did  not  have  a  union  label  in  their  clothing. 
Of  course,  when  you  go  to  look,  the  member 
generally  says,  "Well  let  me  think,  do  I  have 
one?"  The  thinking  time  is  before  you  buy  the 
suit  and  not  after.  It  brings  to  my  mind  the 
story  about  the  Jewish  fellow  who  met  his 
Jewish  friend  on  the  street  one  day  and  said 
to  him,  "I  would  like  to  tell  you  the  story 
about  the  two  Jewish  fellows  who  met  on  the 
street,"  and  the  Jewish  fellow  said,  "Just  a 
minute,  every  time  I  meet  you,  you  are  always 
going  to  tell  me  a  story  about  two  Jewish 
fellows.  For  a  change  you  couldn't  tell  about 
two  Chinamen?"  He  says,  "Yes  I  will  do  that. 
Two  Chinamen  met  on  the  street  and  one  said 
to  the  other,  Sam,  where  are  you  going  for 
Yom  Kippur?"  That  is  what  I  mean  by  the 
same  old  story. 

At  the  present  time  we  are  having  a  little 
difficulty,    or,    I    should    say,    a    lot    of    difficulty 


with  the  Piedmont  Shirt  Co.  that  makes  Wings 
Shirts  and  Hagers  Slacks,  and  also  London 
Town  or  London  Fog  Rainwear  as  it  is  best 
known.  We  are  asking  that  the  delegates  to 
this  Convention  notify  their  memberships  of 
these  non-union  products  and  please  ask  them 
to  refrain  from  buying  them.  I  won't  take  up 
too  much  of  your  time.  I  just  ask  that  the 
members  of  this  delegation  and  their  member- 
ship be  more  vigilant  and  that  they  refrain 
from  buying  non-union  products,  not  only 
clothing  but  also  O'Sullivan  Heels,  Koehler 
Products,  and  any  one  of  the  other  non-union 
products.  At  this  time  I  would  like  to  ask  one 
of  the  members  on  the  rostrum  here  to  please 
step  forward  so  we  can  make  a  drawing  and 
see  who  wins  the  suit.  On  the  second  pick  we 
are   going  to   give  a   box  of  shirts. 

(Drawing  took  place  for  a  suit  of  clothes 
and  box  of  shirts)  _ 

President  Belanger:  This  about  concludes  the 
activities  of  this  day's  Convention.  The  Chair 
would    entertain    a    motion    to    adjourn. 

From  the  Floor:    I  move  we  adjourn. 

President  Belanger:  Motion  made  and  sec- 
onded that  we  adjourn.  All  those  in  favor  say 
"aye,"  opposed  "no."  It  is  a  vote  and  so 
ordered. 

(The    Convention    adjourned   at    1 :00    p.m.) 
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Report  of  Director  Francis  £,  Lavigne 


1958  marks  the  tenth  year  in  which  our  Committee  on  Education  func- 
tioned under  a  full-time  Director.  The  experience  gained  in  the  programs 
undertaken  to  achieve  the  original  objectives  of  the  Committee  has  served 
the  Trade  Union  Movement  in  Massachusetts  by  bringing  to  people,  in  all 
walks  of  life,  the  affirmative  side  of  trade  unionism. 

We  have  spread  information  through  printed  materials,  radio,  television, 
newspapers,  public  forums  and  speakers'  platforms  in  every  area  of  the  State 
...  in  schools,  colleges,  churches  and  at  meetings  of  trade  unions,  civic, 
fraternal  and  political  organizations. 

Our  Political  Education  Program  has  enhanced  the  opportunities  of  trade 
unionists  in  improving  their  economic  and  social  benefits  by  strengthening  the 
support  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  and  the  National  Congress,  by 
removing  the  reactionary  and  anti-labor  representatives  from  these  bodies 
and  replacing  them  with  the  men  who  will  support  legislation  favorable  to 
working   men  and   women  and   their  families. 

In  a  period  in  which  certain  elements  in  the  Organized  Labor  Movement 
throughout  the  Nation  have  been  in  public  view  through  investigations,  by 
congressional  committees  and  in  the  courts  of  the  Nation,  and  where  the  press, 
throughout  the  country,  has  belabored  the  alleged  wrongdoings  and  immoral 
actions,  thinking  people  have  withheld  condemnation  of  the  entire  Labor 
Movement  because  they  have  been  made  aware  of  the  positive  side  of  labor. 

The  accomplishments  of  your  committee  in  the  past  ten  years  have  been 
told  annually  to  each  convention.  The  high  status  and  recognition  by  school 
and  collegiate  authorities  are  indications  of  its  accomplishments. 

Rather  than  to  review,  let  us  look  forward  to  the  great  opportunities 
and  the  constantly-increasing  need  of  telling  organized  labor's  story  to  every 
new  generation  that  will  come. 

Let  us  acquaint  them,  in  their  youth,  of  labor's  responsibility  to  its  people 
and  its  responsibity  to  the  Nation. 

Let  us  continue  to  make  available,  even  sacrifice  if  necessary,  the  time 
and   the  funds  for   this  important  work. 

Let  us  look  forward  to  the  merger  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  and  the  Massachusetts  Industrial  Council  CIO  as  an  opportunity  to 
redouble  our  efforts  to  accomplish  the  task  which  has  been  so  well  begun. 
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Political    Education 


The  Committee  on  Political  Education  meeting  on  October  8,  1958,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  endorsements  of  candidates,  heard  a  report  given  by 
the  Director  on  recommendations  to  National  COPE  for  financial  assistance 
in  the  U.  S.  Senatorial  contest,  Congressional  District  contests,  gubernatorial 
and  assistance  in  the  fight  to  remove  the  anti-labor  attitude  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts  Senate. 

The  concensus  of  the  committee  members  was  that  the  favorable  records 
of  political  candidates  should  receive  endorsement  of  the  Committee. 

A  motion  was  offered  that  the  Committee  on  Political  Education  endorse 
U.  S.  Senator  John  F.  Kennedy,  Governor  Foster  Furcolo,  Lieutenant  Governor 
Robert  F.     Murphy  and   Edward  J.  M'cCormack,  Jr.  for  Attorney  General. 

After  considerable  discussion  the  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  we 
consider   the  endorsement   of   each  candidate   separately. 

The  Committee  on  Political  Education  by  motion  and  action  gave  a 
unanimous  endorsement  to  U.  S.  Senator  John  F.  Kennedy  in  his  quest  for 
re-election. 

A  motion  to  endorse  Governor  Foster  Furcolo  for  re-election  was  amended 
on  the  condition  that  he  does  not  support  a  Sales  Tax.  After  considerable 
discussion,  an  amendment  was  offered  to  the  amendment  that  President 
Callahan,  Secretary-Treasurer  Kelley  and  Director  Lavigne  be  authorized  to 
draft  the  statement  of  reservations  concerning  the  Federation's  opposition  to 
the  Sales  Tax  qualifying  our  endorsement  of  Governor  Furcolo.  The  amend- 
ment carried,  and  the  main  motion  as  amended,  was  then  put  and  adopted. 

A  motion  was  then  adopted  that  the  Federation  endorse  that  portion  of 
the  Democratic  platform  dealing  with  State  Government,  "We  pledge  to  con- 
tinue the  type  of  government  which  brings  to  life  the  hopes  and  aspirations 
of  all  our  citizens,  material  and  spiritual." 

1.  We  endorse  the  withholding  system  of  state  income  tax  collections. 

2.  We  favor  a  State  Graduated  Income  Tax. 

3.  We  renew  our  opposition   to  the   Sales  Tax. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

A  motion  to  endorse  Robert  F.  Murphy  for  re-election  as  Lieutenant 
Governor  was  then  unanimously  adopted.  A  motion  was  made  to  endorse 
Edward  J.  McCormack,  Jr.  for  Attorney  General.  In  the  discussion  that 
followed,  there  was  considerable  argument  offered  that  endorsements  become 
less  effective  if  we  go  beyond  the  policy-making  candidates  and  that  the 
position  of  the  Federation  would  be  more  effective  if  we  endorsed  only  the 
top  three  candidates  on  the  ticket.  A  motion  was  then  offered  that  we  table 
any  further  consideration  of  endorsement  for  candidates.  The  motion  to  table 
was  then  put  and  adopted. 

Director  Lavigne  then  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $2,000.  be  made 
available  to  the  Democratic  State  Senatorial  Campaign  Committee  which  was 
adopted.  It  was  then  agreed  that  appropriations  for  House  of  Representatives 
Candidates  and  monies  for  use  by  Central  Labor  Unions  be  left  with  the 
President,  Secretary-Treasurer  and  the  Director,  contingent  upon  the  receipt 
of  additional  funds. 


Post  Card  Contributions 


Registration  of  voters  during  the  1958  election  campaign  was  the  most 
successful  drive  for  voter  registration  in  the  history  of  your  Committee  on 
Political  Education. 

Local  unions  contributed  100,000  24  post  cards  upon  our  initial  request 
in  January.  As  a  result  of  the  increase  in  postage  rates,  a  second  request 
was  made  during  the  month  of  July  and  an  additional  125,000  post  cards 
were  made  available. 

The  City  of  Boston  proved  the  most  useful  area  for  post  card  drives 
because  of  the  changing  pattern  and  development  within  the  City.  Thousands 
of  workers  had  changed  addresses  and  their  names  had  been  dropped  from 
the  voting  lists.  Other  thousands  had  moved  into  the  suburbs  surrounding  the 
Boston  area  and  registration  drives  were  carried  on  in  Quincy,  Milton,  Hol- 
brook,  Randolph,  Canton,  Belmont,  Watertown,  Arlington,  Medford,  Lynn; 
Peabody  and  Salem. 

Your  Committee  is  grateful  to  the  following  unions  who  contributed  post 
cards  and  workers  to  help  make  the  voter  registration  drive  successful: 


Firefighters  Local  792,   Quincy. 

Upholresters   Local    792,   Shirley 

Pulp    &   Sulphite   Local   431,   Lowell 

Carpenters  No.   860,  Framingham 

Gloucester  C.  L.  U. 

Moving  Picture  Machine  Operators' 
Union   Local  437 

Monson  Mass.  State  Hospital  Em- 
ploye's Local  No.   24 

Mass.  Federation  of  Labor 

Hoisting  &  Portable  Engineers  Union 
Local  No.  4 

Lynn  Fire  Fighters  Association  No. 
739   Int.  Assn.  of  Fire  Fighters 

International  Brotherhood  of  Elec- 
trical Workers  Local  1505 

Painters  Local  176,  Gloucester,  Mass. 

Local  Union  No.  96,  C.  &  J.  of  A. 

Springfield  Branch  No.  46,  N.A.L.C. 

Local  Union  No.  177,  C.  &  J.  of  A. 

Journeyman  Barbers,  Hairdressers  & 
Cosmetologists  International  Union 
of  America,  Local  No.  385. 

Firemen  &  Oilers  Local  Union  No.  47. 

International  Union  of  Operating 
Engineers  Local  No.   98. 

Casket  Makers  &  Furniture  Workers 
Local  560. 

Amalgamated  Meat  Cutters,  Butch- 
ers, Food  Store  and  Allied  Workers 
of  No.  America  Local  No.  2. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  19469  AFL- 
CIO. 

New  Bedford  Typographical  Union, 
No.  276. 


Building     and     Construction    Trades 

Council  of  Quincy  and  the   South 

Shore. 
Boston  Musicians  No.  9. 
Holyoke  Central  Labor  Union. 
Office  Employes  International  Union 

.  Local  No.  269. 
Hotel  &  Restaurant  Employees  Union 

Local  No.   773. 
Cooks  and  Pastry  Cooks  Association 

Local  186. 
N.F.P.O.C.  Local  No.  488. 
Plumbers  Local  No.  77. 
Journeymen    Barbers'    Union    Local 

No.  30. 
Boston    Public    Welfare    Dept.    Em- 
ployees Union  No.  869,  AFL. 
International    Assoc,    of    Machinists, 

Lodge  No.  1271. 
Local     211,    Bldg.     Ser.     Emp.     Int'l 

Union. 
Amalgamated  Assn.  of  Street  Electric 

Ry.  &  Motor  Coach  Employees  of 

America,  Local  No.    1205. 
Federal  Labor  Union  24020  AFL. 
Carpenters  Local  Union  No.  67 

Roxbury. 
Carpenters'   Union  Local  624. 
Boston  Teachers  Union  Local  No.  66, 

American  Federation  of  Teachers 
Waltham   Int'l  Assoc,    of   Machinists 

Lodge  No.  1836. 
Carpenters'  Union  No.  111. 
Carpenters'  Union  Local  No.  778. 
Tekoa  Local  No.  197. 
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Hotel,  Restaurant  Employees  &  Bar- 
tenders International  Union  Local 
No.  85. 

Local  497  National  Federation  Post 
Office  Clerks 

Federal  Labor   Union   No.    22804. 

Moving  Picture  Machine  Operators' 
Union  Local  437. 

Holyoke    Central   Labor  Union. 

Lynn  Central  Labor  Union. 

Mass.  Dept.  Public  Works  Employees 
Middleboro  Local  601. 

State  Prison  Colony  Employees  Local 
No.  464. 

American  Wire  Weavers  Protective 
Association. 

Int'l  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Work- 
ers Local  No.  455. 

International    Brotherhood    of    Elec- 
trical Workers  Local  522. 

Boston  Printing  Pressmen's  Union 
No.  67,  AFL. 

Lawrence  Central  Labor  Union  No. 
104.. 

Carpenters  Local  No.  860  Framing- 
ham. 

Gloucester  Central  Labor  Union. 

Lynn  Central  Labor  Union. 

Massachusetts  Department  Public 
Works  Employees. 

Office   Employes    Int'l    Union    Local 

No.  269. 
New    Bedford    Typographical    Union 

No.  276. 

Carpenters  Union  No.  Ill 

Local    491   Nat'l    Federation   Post 

Office  Clerks 
Federal  Labor  Union  No.  22804. 
Local   245   I.A.T.S.E. 
Carptenters'  Local  No.   570. 
Worcester   Carpenters  Local    107. 
Millinery  Workers  Union  Local  75. 

Upholsterers'  Int'l  Union  of  North 

America. 
Boston  Musicians  Local  No.   9. 
United  Papermakers  and  Paperwork  - 

ers,  South  End  Local  679. 
Int'l  Ass'n  of  Machinists,  Lodge  238 


United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  & 
Joiners  of  America  No.  1035. 

Amalgamated  Meat  Cutters  &  Butch- 
ers  Workmen   of  N.A.  No.   2. 

Springfield  Central  Labor  Union. 

Allied  Furniture   Workers  of  Metro- 
politan Boston  No.   136. 

Cooks  and  Pastry  Cooks  Association, 
Local  186. 

Motor    Coach   Operators   No.    1230, 
Plymouth. 

I.B.E.W.  No.   256. 

International   Bro.    of   Elec.   Workers 
Local  1505. 

Hoisting  &  Portable  Engineers  Union 
No.  4. 

Plumbers    &     Steamfitters    No.    283, 
(Lawrence) 

Carpenters   &   Joiners   of  Am.  Local 
96   (Springfield) 

Carpenters  Local  860  (Framingham). 
Asbestos  Workers  Local  No.  43. 
Int.    Association    of    Machinists, 
Bunker  Hill  Lode  No.  634. 

Int'l  Union  of    Operating  Engineers, 
Local  49. 

Upholsterers  International  Union, 
Local  323. 

Rubber  Workers   Federal  Union  No. 
24020. 

Int'l  Hod  Carriers',  Bldg.  &  Common 

Laborers'  Union  of  Am.  No.  385. 
Holyoke  Central   Labor   Union. 

International  Union  of  Operating 
Engineers,  Local  98. 

Rubber  Workers  Union  No.  21914. 

Lynn   Fire   Fighters  Association   No. 
739. 

Office    Employes    Int.    Union    Local 
No.  269. 

Match   Workers    Union    18734. 
Bro.  of  Railway  &  Steamship  Clerks, 
Dist.  Bd.,  Lodge  2119. 

Boston  Typographical  Union  No.   13. 
Int.   Bro.  of  Boilermakers,  Iron  Ship 

Builders,    Blacksmiths,    Borgers    & 

Helpers,  Lodge  621. 
Boston  Teachers  Union,  Local  66 


LETTER  OF  ENDORSEMENT  TO  GOV.  FOSTER  FURCOLO 

October  10  ,1958 
Governor  Foster  Furcolo 
State  House 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
Dear  Governor  Furcolo: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Education  of  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  held  Wednesday,  October  8,  1958,  the  Committee  reaffirmed 
the  position  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  in  opposition  to  a  Sales 
Tax.  We  also  endorsed  the  tax  portion  of  the  State  Democratic  platform 
which  provides  the  following: 

"We  pledge  to  continue  the  type  of  government  which  brings  to  life 
the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  our  citizens,  material  and  spiritual. 

1.  We  endorse  the  withholding  system  of  state  income  tax  collections. 

2.  We  favor  a  State  graduated  income  tax. 

3.  We  renew  our  opposition  to  the  sales  tax." 

Inasmuch  as  you  are  running  on  the  above  platform  of  the  State 
Democratic  Party  and  are  the  titular  head  of  the  Democratic  Party  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  on  the  basis  of  your  legislative  voting  record,  we  have 
endorsed  you  for  re-election  as  Governor. 

We  trust  that  you  will  be  re-elected  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
that  you  wil  promote  the  above  tax  principles  in  the  platform  of  the  State 
Democratic  Party. 

Sincerely, 

FRANCIS  E.  LAVIGNE,  Director 

Committee  on  Political  Education 


LETTER  URGING  SUPPORT  OF  ENDORSED  CANDIDATES 

October  27,  1958 
To  All  Affiliated  Unions, 

On  Tuesday,  November  4,  the  eyes  of  the  Nation  will  watch  the  action 
of  the  Massachusetts  electorate.  They  will,  in  particular,  observe  the  action 
of  Massachusetts  Labor  in  its  support  of  U.  S.  Senator  John  F.  Kennedy,  as 
a  leader  of  your  union. 

Let  us  respond  to  the  challenge  by  organizing  our  membership  for  the 
largest  turnout  of  voters  ever  recorded  in  Massachusetts  elections. 

Let  us  support  U.  S.  Senator  John  F.  Kennedy  in  his  quest  for  reelection, 
by  telling  the  people  of  the  Nation  that  we  stand  behind  him  as  true  trade 
unionists  for  legislation  that  will  make  the  Trade  Union  Movement  in  America 
a  free  labor  movement. 

Let  us  show  the  people  of  America  that  we  support  the  Kennedy-Ives 
Labor  Bill  to  deal  with  the  problems  of  corruption  and  other  abuses  leveled 
at  workers  by  the  agents  of  management  and  the  few  who  would  seek  personal 
gain  through  corrupt  practices  in  industrial  relations. 

Let  us  support  as  well,  Governor  Foster  Furcolo  and  Lieutenant  Governor 
Robert  F.  Murphy  and  congressional  candidates  who,  by  their  actions,  have 
earned  the  support  of  organized  labor. 

JOHN  A.  CALLAHAN      KENNETH  J.  KELLEY     FRANCIS  E.  LAVIGNE 
President  Secretary- Treasurer  Director 

Legislative  Agent 

rei 


Congressional  Elections 


Financial  support  of  COPE  was  given  mostly  in  the  1st,  10th,  13th  and 
14th  congressional  districts.  Token  aid  was  tendered  to  Congressman  Boland 
in  the  2nd  District,  Congressman  Philbin  in  the  3rd  District,  Congressman 
Donohue  in  the  4th  District,  Congressman  Lane  in  the  7th  District,  Congress- 
man McDonald  in  the  8th  District,  Congressman  O'Neill  in  the  11th  District, 
and   Congressman  McCormack  in   the   12th  District. 

Professor  James  Burns  of  Williams  College,  Democratic  Nominee  was 
supported  by  trade  unionists  in  Pittsfleld,  Greenfield,  Holyoke  and  Westfield 
in  his  unsuccessful  fight  against  Senator  Silvio  Conte  for  the  seat  vacated  by 
Congressman  John  W.  Heselton. 

In  the  10th  Congressional  District,  labor  supported  John  Saltonstall  in 
another  unsuccessful  attempt  to  defeat  Congressman  Lawrence  Curtis. 
Saltonstall  dropped  a  closely-contested  election  by  slightly  over  8,000  votes. 

Labor's  most  successful  fight  was  in  the  13th  Congressional  District  where 
former  Representative  James  A.  Burke  overcame  a  Republican  majority  of 
26,000  votes  in  1956  to  defeat  Representative  Jenness  by  upwards  of  12,000 

votes.  Congressman-elect  Burke  had 
the  support  of  central  labor  unions  in 
Boston,  Brockton,  Quincy  and  Nor- 
wood. The  distribution  of  a  printed 
brochure  was  highly  effective  in  set- 
ting forth  Burke  as  the  true  friend 
of  Labor.  30,000  brochures  were  dis- 
tributed by  mail  and  at  mill  gates 
and  poll  workers  wearing  the  en- 
dorsed candidate  ribbons  of  the  AFL 
worked  diligently  on  election  day  to 
spell  out  a  Burke  victory. 

Burke  is  the  first  Democrat  elec- 
ted to  represent  the  present  13th 
Congressional  District.  His  six  terms 
in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  in 
which  he  distinguished  himself  as  a 
champion  of  Labor's  rights  indicates 
that  the  workers  of  Massachusetts 
have  sent  a  strong  pro-labor  voice  to 
the  Congressional  role  in  Washington. 
Nationally,  COPE  aided  the 
campaign  of  Edward  Doolan  financi- 
ally in  the  14th  Congressional  District. 
Organizational  work  amongst  the  Labor  organizations  AFL-CIO  in  the  14th 
Congressional  District  contributed  in  cutting  down  the  overwhelming  margin 
that  Congressman  Joseph  Martin  has  enjoyed  in  the  14th  Congressional 
District. 

The  efforts  of  Doolan  in  this  district  will  result  in  the  election  of  a  Dem- 
ocrat upon  the  expected  retirement  of  Joseph  Martin  during  the  next  session 
of  Congress.  Doolan  is  entitled  to  consideration  by  the  Democratic  Party 
because  of  the  strong  campaigns  he  has  waged  in  the  past  three  congressional 
elections  to  unseat  Congressman  Martin. 


Congressman-Elect 

JAMES  A.  BURKE 


Massachusetts  Senate 


Your  Committee  on  Education  continued  its  drive  to  remove  the  anti- 
labor  bias  from  the  Massachusetts  Senate,  and  concentrated  its  efforts  mainly 
in  districts  where  it  appeared  that  the  Democratic  party  had  nominated  can- 
didates who  could  win  and  where  the  margins  of  defeat  in  1956  were  suffici- 
ently close  to  warrant  expenditures  of  money,  time  and  effort  to  assures 
victory. 

To  insure  the  retention  of  Stanley  Zarod  in  the  First  Hampden  District, 
Paul  I.  Benoit  in  the  Worcester  and  Hampden,  financial  assistance,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Springfield  Central  Labor  Union  and  the  United  Labor  Com- 
mittee, Hampden,  Worcester  and  Berkshire  Districts,  was  made  available. 

Following  up  registration  campaigns,  carried  on,  in  wards  4,  5,  19,  20,  21 
in  the  City  of  Boston  and  in  Brookline  and  Newton  where  3  Senatorial  seats 
were  at  stake  in  which  financial  aid  and  support  was  given  to  Richard  Caples 
in  the  3rd  Suffolk  District  were  factors  in  defeating  anti-labor  Representative 
James  C.  Bayle,  in  a  district  that  has  always  been  held  by  an  anti-labor  Re- 
publican Senator. 

In  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Districts,  embracing  Ward  20  of  Boston,  and 
the  town  of  Brookline,  strong  support  was  given  to  Peter  McCormack  in  a 
successful  campaign  which  brought  about  the  defeat  of  Senator  Bowker,  who 
has  represented  this  district  in  the  Senate  for  12  terms.  The  election  of  Robert 
Cramer  in  the  Berkshire  District  was  accomplished  with  the  support  of  AFL 
locals  in  Pittsfield  and  North  Adams  and  returns  this  seat  to  the  Democratic 
Party. 

Another  important  labor  victory  in  the  Massachusetts  Senate  was  in  the 
4th  Essex  District  where  the  efforts  of  trade  unionists  in  Amesbury,  Haverhill 
and  North  Andover  brought  about  the  election  of  James  P.  Rurak,  who,  two 
years  ago  dropped  a  close  contest  to  Charles  S.  Marston,  the  "Right-to-Work" 
advocate  who,  this  year,  did  not  seek  reelection. 

The  anti-labor  record  of  Representative  Charles  H.  Anthony  caused  labor 
to  redouble  its  efforts  to  bring  about  his  defeat  and  to  insure  pro-labor  repre- 
sentation in  this  Senatorial  district. 

These  victorious  senatorial  fights  will  enable  the  democratic  party  to 
control  the  Massachusetts  Senate  for  the  first  time  in  its  history.  It  should 
end  the  practice  of  defeating  pro-labor  legislation  in  the  Senate. 

Control  of  both  the  Administrative  and  Legislative  departments  of  State 
Government  by  the  Democratic  Party  now  provides  full  opportunity  for  them 
to  prove  that  they  are  the  "champions  of  the  working  people." 

We  look  to  1959  and  1960  with  great  expectations  for  achieving  helpful 
legislation. 
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Scholarship  Award  Program 


In  1958  nearly  $5,000.  in  scholarships  was  given  to  highschool  seniors  as 
a  result  of  the  competitive  examination  of  labor  given  on  the  senior  levels 
throughout  the  hight  school  systems  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

1958  marks  the  10th  year  in  which  the  Committee  on  Education  has 
provided  this  program.  Over  1300  students  competed  for  scholarships  through- 
out the  State. 

Supplementing  the  two  $500.  scholarships  offered  by  your  committee  on 
a  State- wide  basis  were  additional  scholarships  offered  by  Central  labor  unions 
and  local  unions  which  swelled  the  total  amount  to  approximately  $5000.  In 
competing  for  thr  minds  of  students  and  to  probably  tell  the  story  of  organized 
labor  to  the  young  people  of  our  State  and  Nation,  we  must  enlarge  the 
scope  of  pragrams  of  this  type  to  reach  into  every  phase  of  scholastic  educ- 
ation. Each  year  we  learn  of  the  changing  curricula  and  the  extent  to  which 
industrial  relations  is  taught  in  our  schools.  This  program  enables  us  to 
supplement  that  which  is  in  the  text  books  though  the  use  of  labor  pemphlets, 
booklets,   films   and  other  materials. 

The  Committee  on  Education  was  deeply  grieved  at  the  untimely  passing 
of  Edward  P.  Reardon,  Business  Representative  of  the  Wine  and  Distillery 
Rectifyers  Union,  Local  No.  8,  who  served  as  the  labor  representatives  on  the 
Board  of   Judges  for  our  scholarship   award   program. 

Mr.  Reardon  had  served  along  with  the  Reverend  Francis  J.  McDonnell, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Catholic  Labor  Guild  and  Charles  Buell  of  St.  Paul's 
School  of  Concord,  N.  H.  M.  Norcross  Stratton,  State  Board  of  Education,  retired, 
and  to  replace  Mr.  Reardon,  the  Committee  called  upon  Joseph  Sullivan, 
Business  Manager,  Amalgamated  Meat  Cutters  District  Union  Local  No.  2  to 
represent  Labor. 

Our  grateful  thanks  to  all  of  those  who  have  assisted  in  the  compilation 
of  materials  used  in  the  examination  and  for  the  materials  which  have  been 
made  available  for  use  in  the  student  packet  to  the  superintendents,  principals, 
and  school  teachers  who  gave  so  willingly  of  their  time  and  effort  to  make 
available  to  students  the  knowledge  of  labor  history,  law  and  the  structure 
and  philosophy  of  the  labor  movement. 

A  GRATEFUL  WINNER 

Committee  on  Education  10  Pleasant  St.,  Upton,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  November  22,  1958 

11  Beacon  Street,  Room  1224 

Boston  8,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

Since  I  received  your  last  letter  —  in  early  June  —  I  was  awarded  by 

General    Motors   Corporation   through   Boston   University   a    four   year,   full 

tuition,  room,  and  board  scholarship  which  required  the  refusal  of  any  other 

awards.     Therefore,  I  must  decline,  gratefully,  the  award  of  the  Federation. 

I  did  not  inform  you  sooner  since  I  had  no  record  of  your  address. 

Sincerely, 
JOANNE  SMITH 

Upon  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  Board  of  Judges  ruled  that  the  $500  award 
should  go  to  Marie  Begin  of  Wollaston,  Mass.,  a  student  at  Jeremiah  E.  Burke 
High  School.  Dorchester. 
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JAMES  GORDON 


Essay  submitted  by:  JAMES  GORDON,  Boston  Latin  School 

DO    HIGH    WAGES   CAUSE    INFLATION? 


The  basic  argument  cited  by  business 
and  those  opposed  to  the  raising  of  wages 
is  that  the  result  of  pay  raises  can  only 
be  inflation.  They  say  that  when  wages 
go  up,  prices  take  a  corresponding  rise, 
and  a  vicious  circle  begins  which  culmin- 
ates in  inflation.  Thus,  although  the 
nominal  wage  is  raised,  the  real  wage 
remains  the  same  or  goes  even  lower. 
These  arguments,  if  they  were  true,  would 
provide  a  string  case  for  the  interests  of 
business.  However,  they  are  based  on 
economic  reasoning  which  is  both  faulty 
and  unfortunately  for  labor,  specious.  Let 
J  us  now  examine  these  arguments  closely 
and  see  where  they  are  lacking. 

First,    we    shall    deal    with    the    real 
wage  argument. 

As  most  people  know,  World  War  I  touched  off  a  wave  of  prosperity,  which 
has  lasted,  with  one  or  two  minor  recessions,  up  to  the  present  time.  From 
1939  to  1958  the  cost  of  living  has  risen  higher  and  higher  and  to  keep  up 
with  this,  wage  have  also  been  steadily  moving  upward. 

Prices  have  never  been  so  high,  and,  until  recently,  experts  have  been 
shouting  that  th  danger  of  inflation  is  constantly  lurking  in  the  background. 
If  what  those  opposed  to  higher  wages  say  is  true,  the  buying  power  of  the 
average  worker  should  be  at  its  lowest  ebb  in  spite  of  the  high  nominal  wage. 
Yet,  one  fact  stands  out  over  all  these  claims.  During  the  period  from  1939- 
1956,  the  buying  power  of  the  average  American  worker  rose  an  astonishing 
72%.  This  i  conclusive  evidence  that  a  higher  nominal  wage  does  not  neces- 
sarily mean  lower  real  wages. 

Now,  the  crux  of  the  situation  presents  itself.  Do  higher  wages  cause 
inflation?  Are  they  the  reason  that  inflation  is  beginning  to  effect  the  econ- 
omy of  the  United  States?  The  answer  is  "no".  It  would  seem  to  the  casual 
observer  that  along  with  the  rise  in  wages,  the  threat  of  inflation  has  crept 
closer  and  closer.  One  important  factor,  however,  remain  almost  completely 
overlooked.  Throughout  the  entire  period  of  increased  prosperity,  the  big 
business  men  have  made  sure  that  their  own  percent  of  profit  has  neither 
decreased  nor  remained  constant,  but  has  gone  up.  How  does  business  explain 
the  increase  in  percent  of  profit?  They  do  not  even  try.  They  gloss  over  this 
unpleasant  fact  as  if  it  did  not  exist.  Yet,  the  profit  increase  explains  many 
things.  It  explains  why  business  wants  to  make  higher  wages  take  the  blame 
for  rising  prices.  They  claim  that  their  only  interest  is  the  Amercan  economy; 
yet,  they  are  unwilling  to  reduce  their  profit  to  benefit  the  same  economy. 
It  is  apparent  from  this  contradiction  that  wages  are  not  to  blame  for  the 
inflation  danger.  It  is  the  absolute  refusal  of  the  business  interests  to  take 
the  wage  increases  from  their  percent  of  profit  which  has  brought  about  the 
current   economic    situation. 

Labor  realizes  the  falsity  of  the  "higher  wages  mean  inflation"  argument 
but  has  not  taken  steps  to  acquaint  the  American  public  with  the  facts.  If 
labor  desired  the  backing  of  public  opinion,  it  is  their  dutf  to  inform  the 
public  about  the  true  relationship  between  higher  wages  and  inflation. 
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Essay  submitted  by 

MARIE  BEGIN 

Jeremiah  E.  Burke  High  School,  Dorchester 

DO    HIGH    WAGES   CAUSE    INFLATION? 

The  majority  of  adult  citizens,  not  connected  or  affiliated  with  a  union, 
in  any  way,  when  asked  about  the  relationship  between  inflation  and  high 
wages,  would  most  likely  reply  to  the  effect  that  every  time  labor  receives 
a  wage  increase,  prices  automatically  take  a  rise  also.  The  common  attitude 
being  that  the  situation  is  like  a  scale  wherein  a  rise  in  wages  is  followed, 
always,  by  a  mechanical  price  increase  and  a  higher  cost  of  living.  However, 
the  truth  is  that  the  facts  about  the  matter  do  not  bear  out  this  misinformed 
and  bigoted  attitude. 

For  instance,  as  an  actual  example,  the  great  steel  industry  has,  within 
the  span  of  the  last  few  years,  granted  wage  increases  a  total  of  nine  dif- 
ferent times,  but,  this  same  industry  has  raised  prices  a  total  of  22  times, 
almost  three  times  as  often  as  they  have  increased  wages.  As  we  all  knows, 
when  steel  goes  up,  everything  goes  up,  including  the  cost  of  living,  and  yet, 
when  the  repercussions  are  beginning  to  be  felt,  the  blame  is  laid,  not  on 
industry,  but  in  the  lap  of  labor! 

An  economic  theory  of  hard-proven  validity,  which  is  hardly  ever  mulled 
over  by  the  mislead  and  often  indifferent  populace,  bears  out  with  great 
effect,  the  case  for  labor.  The  theory  is  that  if  buying  power  does  not  increase 
directly  as  producing  power,  a  recession,  or  still  worse,  a  depression  will 
result.  It  happened  in  1929,  after  the  so-called  "stable"  twenties,  when  wages 
remained  static,  while  productivity  increased  by  leaps  and  bounds.  After  a 
while,  there  was  a  wealth  of  goods  to  be  consumed,  and  a  dearth  of  buying 
power  for  the  consumer.  As  a  result,  our  nation  went  through  a  long,  hard 
stretch  of  depression  years  in  the  nineteen- thirties;  the  hopelessness  of  which 
was  slightly  relieved  by  some  legislation  of  the  New  Deal  era.  If  it  happened 
then,  it  could  happen  now,  and  the  fact  is  that  a  wage  rise  is  a  necessary 
accompaniment  to  a  price  rise,  if  the  price  rise  is  merited. 

Which  brings  me  into  my  next  point — are  all  prices  merited?  The  answer 
is  no. 

Year  after  year,  big  business  reaps  in  a  tremendous  harvest  of  profits, 
the  greater  part  of  which  it  keeps  for  itself.  Besides  being  selfish,  such  a 
practice  is  also  unhealthy,  as  the  money  that  comes  in  should  be  directly 
proportionate  to  the  money  that  is  re-invested  for  a  healthier  and  more 
flourishing  business.  There  are  times  when  labor's  cries  for  a  wage  increase 
are  obviously  justified  that,  if  ony  to  save  face,  the  businesses  must  comply, 
but  what  in  actuality  do  they  do?  Do  they  dig  into  their  tremendous  profits 
and  share  them  with  their  workers  in  the  form  of  wage  increases?  No,  they 
proceed  to  scale  wages  higher,  but,  rather  than  using  their  profit  money  for 
this,  the  businesses  just  start  raising  prices  again.  Inflation  is  tied  to  wages 
only  inasmuch  as  the  selfishness  of  the  employer  is  tied  to  his  profits,  and 
to  blame  labor  for  a  situation  over  which  it  has  little  control,  is  both  inane 
and  ridiculous. 

But,  meanwhile,  where  does  all  this  leave  our  worker?  He  has  demanded 
a  pay  increase  so  that  he  may  buy  for  himself  and  his  family  those  items  of 
necessity  and  luxury  which  are,  at  the  moment,  priced  beyond  his  buying 
range.  Then,  all  of  a  sudden,  his  hoped-for  commodities  take  a  leap  in  price, 
and  the   laborer  is   right  back  where  he  started. 
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True,  he  has  more  dollars  than  he  had,  he  can  pick  them  up  and  count 
them  and  see,  that  tangibly,  he  does  have  more.  But,  what  will  they  buy  him 
now?  Anymore  than  they  did  previously?  No.  The  whole  situation  is  a 
vicious  spiral,  the  nucleus  of  which  is  not  the  worker,  or  his  union,  or  the 
Labor  Movement,  but  the  employer  with  the  iron  grip  on  his  profits. 

Finally,  I  should  like  to  say  that  depression  resulting  from  static  wages 
and  greed,  of  big  business  for  its  profits,  while  obvious  and  regrettable  facets 
of  the  wage-inflation  spiral,  are  part  of  a  more  involved  and  deeper  human 
problem.  As  long  as  one  man  yearns  for  wealth  and  influence  at  the  expense 
of  another;  as  long  as  selfishness  and  avarice  are  rampant  in  the  soul  and 
mind,  such  misunderstanding  and  conflict  will  always  go  on.  But,  if  we  all 
would  wake  up  and  realize  that  other  men  and  their  labor  are  important  to 
us,  and  that  we  are  all  interdependent,  the  world  would  be  a  better  place  to 
live  in  for  us  all. 

Employment  of  the  Physically  Handicapped 


In  conjunction  with  the  Governor's  Inter- Agency  Committee  for  the 
employment  of  the  physically  handicapped,  your  Committee  on  Education 
participated,  for  the  second  year,  in  an  educational  program  carried  on  in 
the  schools,  pointing  up  the  AFL-CIO  tradition  of  job  opportunities  for  all. 
During  the  year,  the  President  of  the  U.  S.  proclaimed  the  first  week  in 
November  as  "Hire  the  Handicapped  Week." 

As  a  part  of  the  program  in  the  schools,  industrial  accident  prevention 
is  discussed  as  well  as  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Law.  The  problems  of 
thousands  of  people  who  are  crippled  or  blinded  or  suffer  other  physical 
defects  in  industrial  accidents  are  forceably  brought  home  under  this  program 
and  enlightenment  brought  to  students  for  the  complete  rehabilitation  and 
security  through  job  opportunities. 

This  year,  students  were  asked  to  write  an  essay  on  the  subject  "Hiring 
the  Handicapped  in  our  Town".  The  prize  essays  of  each  state  are  entered 
in  a  national  competition  for  the  President's  awards  in  which  five  scholarships 
are  offered  in  the  amount  of  $1,000.,  $400,  $200,  and  $100. 

The  Committee  on  Education  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 
makes  available,  in  prize  money,  $125.  to  the  top  essay  winner;  $75.  and  $50. 
each  to  the  second  and  third  award  winners. 

The  first  prize  winner  of  the  1958  Essay  Contest  is: 

Mary  A.  Gilmore  ($125)  St.  Charles  Borromeo  High  School, 
Waltham,  Mass.  —  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor. 
Second  prize: 

Rhoda    U.    Krey    ($75)    Haverhill    High    School,   Haverhill, 
Massachusetts    —   Massachusetts   Federation   of   Labor. 
Third  prize: 

Roberta    Thomas    ($50)    Hingham    High   School,    Hingham, 
Massachusetts   —   Massachusetts   Federation    of   Labor. 
Fourth  prize: 

Irwin  Rovner  ($25)  Barnstable  High  School,  Hynnis,  Mass. 

State  Dept.,  Disabled  American  Veterans. 
John  C.  Flaherty   ($25)   Cristopher  Columbus  High  School, 
Boston,  Mass.  —  State  Dept.,  Disabled  American  Veterans. 
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Area  Scholarship  Awards 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  honorable  mentioned  seniors  and  the 
recipients  of  the  central  labor  union  and  local  union  area  awards.  Many- 
local  unions  are  considering  offering  scholarships  in  conjunction  with  this 
programs  on  an  area  basis. 

The  Committee  on  Education  will  provide  information  for  local  unions 
so  interested  and  we  recommend  most  highly  this  program  for  its  public 
relations  value  for  local  unions  within  the  labor  movement  to  achieve 
greatest  benefit  for  money  spent. 

William  C.  Scully,  New  Bedford  High  School,  New  Bedford  $250.00 
Scholarship.   NEW  BEDFORD   CENTRAL  LABOR   UNION. 

Lemma  Brown,  Leominster  High  School,  Leominster,  Mass.  $200.00 
Scholarship.    FITCHBURG    CENTRAL    LABOR    UNION. 

Sheila  Kay  Roos,  Sacred  Heart  High  School,  Holyoke,  Mass.  $100.00 
Scholarship.   HOLYOKE    CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION. 

Maurice  H.  Cocchi,  Technical  High  School,  Springfield,  Mass.  $250.00 
Scholarship  "John  F.  Gatelee  —  J.  Raymond  Britton"  Scholarship.  SPRING- 
FIELD   CENTRAL    LABOR    UNION. 

Ruth  E.  Chadwick,  North  High  School,  Worcester,  Mass.  $100.00  "Free- 
man M.   Saltus"   Scholarship.  WORCESTER  CENTRAL  LABOR  UNION. 

Doreen  Kallis,  Gloucester  High  School,  Gloucester,  Mass.  $200.00 
Scholarship.   GLOUCESTER  CENTRAL  LABOR  UNION. 

Diane  Marie  Langevin,  Lawrence  High  School,  Lawrence,  Mass.  $100.00 
Scholarship.    LAWRENCE   TEACHERS'   UNION,  LOCAL   No.   1019. 

William  Pagnano,  Weymouth  High  School,  Weymouth,  Mass.  $200.00 
"William  J.  Curtin  Memorial"  Scholarship.  QUINCY  CENTRAL  LABOR 
UNION. 

Evelyn  Aliferis,  Classical  High  School,  Lynn,  Mass.  $200.00  "William 
A.   Nealey"  Scholarship.  LYNN  CENTRAL  LABOR  UNION. 

Mary  Anne  Murray,  Matignon  High  School,  Cambridge,  Mass.  $200.00 
"James   P.   Reilly"   Scholarship.   CAMBRIDGE  CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION. 

Thomas  Higginson,  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  High  School,  Fall  River,  Mass. 
$100.00  "William  Madeiros"  Scholarship.  FALL  RIVER  CENTRAL  LABOR 
UNION. 

Kathleen  Doyle,  Northampton  High  School,  Northampton,  Mass.  $100.00 
Scholarship.  NORTHAMPTON  CENTRAL  LABOR  UNION. 

Richard  S.  Price,  Brockton  High  School,  Brockton,  Mass.  $250.00  Scholar- 
ship. BROCKTON  CENTRAL  LABOR  UNION. 

Mary  Louise  Gillon,  Sacred  Heart  High  School,  Holyoke,  Mass.  $50.00 
Scholarship.    HOLYOKE    CENTRAL   LABOR    UNION. 

Robert  E.  Allen,  Jr.,  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  High  School,  Fall  River,  Mass. 
$100.00  "John  F.  Regan"  Scholarship.  FALL  RIVER  CENTRAL  LABOR 
UNION. 

Carol  E.  Gray,  Lowell  High  School,  Lowell,  Mass.  $100.00  "John  H. 
Griffith"    Scholarship.   LOWELL   CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION. 

Donna  Lambson,  Westfield  High  School,  Westfield,  Mass.  $50.00  Scholar- 
ship.  WESTFIELD   CENTRAL  LABOR  UNION. 

John  M.  Haley,  Northampton  High  School,  Northampton,  Mass.  $100.00 
Scholarship.   NORTHAMPTON    CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION. 
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ROBERT  J.  WATT  FELLOWSHIP 
HARVARD  TRADE  UNION  PROGRAM,  1958 

The  Advisory  Board  of  the  Fellowship  Program  interviewed  19  applicants 
for  the  two  $1,500.  fellowships  offered  by  the  Committee  on  Education  to  enable 
trade  unionists,  with  a  record  of  successful  accomplishment  in  the  labor 
movement,  further  training  and  education  at  the  Harvard  Trade  Union  Program. 

In  addition  to  the  Robert  Watt  Fellowship  and  the  Massachusetts  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  Memorail  Fellowship,  the  Committee  on  Education,  in  collab  or- 
ation with  the  Harvard  Trade  Union  Alumni,  made  available  a  third  fellowship 
in  the  amount  of  $1,500. 

The  Advisory  Board,  consisting  of  M.  Norcross  Stratton,  Professor  John 
Dunlop  and  Miss  Belle  Linsky  interviewed  appicants  on  August  and  notified 
the  Committee  on    Education  of   their    selections. 

The  Robert  J.  Watt  Fellowship  to  Theodore  Johnson,  Carpenters  Union, 
Quincy;  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  Memorial  Fellowship  Award  George 
Lewis,  Lynn  Central  Labor  Union;  Harvard  Trade  Union  Alumni  Scholarship 
Award  to  Paul  J.  Flynn,  Typographical  Union  Local  No.  13,  Boston. 

This  marks  the  10th  year  in  which  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 
has  been  reported  in  the  Harvard  Trade  Union  Program. 

In  reviewing  the  progress  made  by  those  who  have  been  selected  to  attend 
the  program,  all  but  one  of  the  fellowship  recepients  are  serving  the  Labor 
Movement.  They  are  serving  as  international  union  officers,  international 
union  representatives,  educational  directors,  business  agents,  secretary  treasurers 
and  community   service   representatives. 

This  type  of  education  should  be  continually  supported  as  a  means  of 
developing  the  highest  quality  of  labor  leadership  and  it  is  the  hope  of  the 
Committee  that  in  the  merging  of  the  AFL  and  the  CIO  on  State  levels  that 
this  program  will  be  broadened,  commensurate  with  the  growth  of  the  State 
organization. 

The  Committee  points  with  pride  to  the  accomplishments  of  this  program 
under  the  direction  of  Joseph  P.  O'Donnell,  its  Executive  Director  since  1956, 
who,  himself  was   the  recepient  of  the   Robert   Wall  Fellowship   in  1950. 


LABOR     INSTITUTE 

17th  Annual  Labor  Institute  of  the  Committee  on  Education 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 

The  Institute  was  conducted  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts  at  Am- 
herst, June,  1958.  Approximately  175  trade  unionists  were  in  attendance  over 
the  weekend. 

The  discussion  at  the  Labor  Institute  dealt  chiefly  with  the  economic 
situation  prevailing  throughout  the  Nation  and  its  impact,  specifically  on  the 
New  England  area.  The  causes  of  the  recession  were  discussed  by  represen- 
tatives of  the  AFL-CIO,  economic  professors  of  Harvard  University,  Boston 
University  and  Amherst  College. 

The  political  and  social  aspects  of  the  recession  were  brought  into  sharp 
focus  by  members  of  the  Congress  and  the  Massachusetts  Senate  and  through 
the  use  of  the  film  and  pamphlet  material,  discussions  were  held  by  the 
delegates  in  attendance  in  an  effort  to  develop  ways  and  means  in  which  local 
unions  could  combat  the  recession.  Social  sessions  were  held  at  the  conclusions 
of  the  evening    discussion  period. 
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Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor 
Memorial  Fellowship 

GEORGE  LEWIS 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Lynn  Central  Labor  Union 


ROBERT  WATT  FELLOWSHIP 

THEODORE  JOHNSON 

Carpenters  Union,  No.  1491 

Recording  Secretary, 
Quincy  Central  Labor  Union 


Clinton  S.  Golden  Award 

(offered  by  Harvard  Trade  Union 
alumni) 

PAUL  J.  FLYNN 

Boston  Typographical  Union 
Number  13 
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Conclusion 


I  recommend  to  the  72nd  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor,  a  continuation  of  the  established  programs  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  and  that  the  action  of  this  Convention  instruct  its 
representatives  on  the  Executive  Council,  of  the  merged  organization,  to 
strengthen  the  Department  of  Education  and  Research  for  the  years  ahead. 

Let  us  look  forward  to  the  merger  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  and  the  Massachusetts  Industrial  Council,  CIO,  as  an  opportunity  to 
redouble  our  efforts  to  accomplish  the  task  which  has  been  so  well  begun. 

During  my  term  of  office,  I  have  had  a  tremendous  amount  of  cooperation 
from  numerous  people  in  the  affiliated  local  unions  of  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor,  to  whom  I  am  deeply  grateful. 

I  have  had  assistance  and  support  as  well  from  many  of  the  local  unions 
in  concerted  action.  Your  oragnizations  have  made  available  to  me,  money 
and  manpower  in  accomplishing  successful  programs. 

I  have,  over  the  years,  been  indebted  for  the  assistance  given  to  me  by 
the  officers  and  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor.  It  is  only  fitting  that  I  give  due  recognition  to  former  President  Henry 
J.  Brides,  to  President  John  A.  Callahan  and  Secretary-Treasurer  Kenneth 
J.  Kelley  and  my  deep  appreciation  for  the  assistance  from  the  entire  office 
staff  of  the  Federation. 

The  thanks  of  the  Committee  on  Education  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
officers  of  Harvard  College,  Boston  University,  Lowell  Technological  Institute, 
the  University  of  Massachusetts,  Holy  Cross  and  Boston  College,  for  having 
made  available  to  us,  the  facilities  of  their  institutions  in  carrying  out  our 
programs. 


Committee  on  Education 

JOHN  A.   CALLAHAN 
Chairman 

FRANCIS  E.  LAVIGNE  KENNETH  J.   KELLEY 

Director  Secretary -Treasurer 

arthur  anctil  helen  tafe  o'donnell 

james  a.  broyer  joseph  p.  o'donnell 

jeremiah  calnan  martin  peirce 

john  j.  carroll  manuel  pimentel,  jr. 

vincent  di  nunno  oscar  r.  pratt 

george  donovan  ralph  roberts 

daniel  j.  lawler  thomas  j.  rush 

james  p.  loughlin  joseph  a.  slattery 

james  e.  murphy  joseph  stefani 

james  m  murphy  roy  suprenant 

Joseph  d.  Mclaughlin  edward  wall 

william  h.  moran  c.  stanley  whyte 

michael  j.  norton  .    john  f.  wipfler 
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